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ABSTRACT

This study examines the role of festivals in fostering cross-cultural
understanding, cooperation, and development, with particular focus on the Igue
Festival in Edo State, Nigeria. Festivals are important cultural institutions that
preserve indigenous heritage, promote social interaction, and strengthen
communal identity. The study investigates how the Igue Festival serves as a
platform for cultural exchange, peaceful coexistence, tourism promotion, and
socio-economic development among the people of Edo State and visitors from
diverse cultural backgrounds. The objectives of the study are to examine the
cultural significance of the Igue Festival, assess its contributions to inter-cultural
relations and cooperation, and evaluate its role in promoting social and
economic development within the community. The study adopted a historical
approach of data collection, using primary which was gathered through oral
interviews and personal observations, while secondary data were obtained from
books, journals, newspapers, and internet materials relevant to the study.
Findings revealed that the Igue Festival plays a significant role in promoting
unity, mutual respect, and cultural appreciation among different ethnic groups.
The festival also contributes to tourism development, economic activities, and
the preservation of Benin cultural heritage. Furthermore, it encourages social
cohesion and strengthens relationships between local communities and visitors.
However, challenges such as inadequate funding, modernization, declining youth
participation, and poor government support were identified as factors limiting
the full potential of the festival. The study concludes that the Igue Festival
remains an important cultural heritage that promotes cross-cultural
understanding, cooperation, and development in Edo State. It recommends
increased government support, effective cultural preservation policies, improved
tourism infrastructure, and active youth involvement to sustain the relevance and
developmental contributions of the festival in contemporary society.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

Background to the Study

Festivals have historically played a significant role in human societies as
platforms for cultural expression, social interaction, and the reinforcement of
communal identity. From ancient times, communities have used festivals to
celebrate shared histories, religious beliefs, and social achievements. Across the
world, traditional festivals serve not only as avenues for entertainment and
religious observance but also as mechanisms for transmitting values, norms, and
collective memories. These events allow older generations to pass cultural
knowledge to younger members of society in meaningful ways. In multicultural
societies, festivals create spaces where people from different cultural
backgrounds come together.1 Through such interactions, festivals foster mutual
understanding, tolerance, and cooperation among diverse groups.

In Africa, festivals are deeply embedded in the cultural fabric of communities and
form an essential part of social life. Many African festivals are closely linked to
ancestral worship, agricultural cycles, historical events, and communal

achievements. They often symbolize gratitude to deities, ancestors, or nature for
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protection and prosperity. These festivals function as unifying forces that bring
together people from different backgrounds and social classes. By participating
collectively, communities reinforce shared values and strengthen social bonds.
Beyond their cultural significance, African festivals have increasingly become
tools for promoting peace, tolerance, and intercultural dialogue.2

Nigeria, with its vast ethnic and cultural diversity, offers a rich context for the
study of festivals and their role in cross-cultural relations. The country is home to
hundreds of ethnic groups, each possessing distinct traditions, languages, and
belief systems. This diversity, while a source of cultural richness, can also give
rise to misunderstanding and social tension. In such a pluralistic society,
festivals provide neutral and inclusive spaces for interaction. They allow people
from different cultural backgrounds to learn about one another in relaxed and
celebratory environments. Through this process, festivals help develop a sense of
collective belonging and national unity.3

In recent times, festivals in Nigeria have also assumed economic and
developmental importance. Many festivals attract large numbers of visitors from
within and outside the country. This influx of people stimulates tourism and

increases commercial activities in host communities. Festivals create
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employment opportunities for artisans, performers, traders, and service providers.
They also encourage the growth of local industries such as crafts, hospitality,
and transportation. As a result, festivals now occupy a strategic position in
discussions on sustainable community development and cultural tourism.”

Edo State is renowned for its rich cultural heritage and vibrant traditional
festivals, which reflect the historical depth of its people. The state has long been
a center of cultural innovation, art, and tradition in Nigeria. Its festivals showcase
the diversity and uniqueness of the various communities within the state. These
celebrations serve as repositories of indigenous knowledge and artistic
expressions. Elements such as music, dance, costumes, and ritual performances
are prominently displayed. Through these festivals, communal values like unity,
cooperation, and respect for cultural differences are reinforced.’

Among the notable festivals in Edo State is the Igwe Festival, which holds
significant cultural and social importance for the host community. The festival is
deeply rooted in tradition and reflects the historical experiences of the people. It is
marked by elaborate ceremonies, colorful performances, and communal
activities. These events attract participants and spectators from both within and

outside Edo State. The festival creates opportunities for social interaction and
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cultural appreciation. Through its inclusive nature, the Igwe Festival provides a
platform for cultural exchange among diverse groups.6

The Igwe Festival plays a crucial role in promoting cross-cultural understanding
within and beyond the host community. Participants are exposed to different
cultural expressions, symbols, and worldviews during the celebration. Traditional
dances, music, and rituals offer insight into the values and beliefs of the people.
Through shared participation in these activities, individuals from varying
backgrounds interact closely. This interaction encourages appreciation and
respect for cultural differences. Consequently, the festival helps to break down
cultural barriers and reduce prejudice and misunderstanding.”

Consequently, fostering understanding, the Igwe Festival encourages cooperation
among community members and external stakeholders. The organization of the
festival requires collective planning and coordination. Traditional rulers,
community leaders, youth groups, artisans, and traders all play important roles.
Government agencies and cultural organizations may also provide support and
resources. This collaborative effort strengthens social networks and encourages
active community participation. Ultimately, such cooperation promotes peaceful

. . . 8
coexistence and communal solidarity.



Similarly, the Igwe Festival contributes significantly to socio-economic
development in the host community. During the festival period, local markets
experience increased patronage from visitors. Small-scale businesses such as
food vendors, craft makers, and transport operators benefit economically. The
festival also promotes cultural tourism, attracting attention to the community’s
heritage. Revenue generated can be used to support local development
initiatives. In this way, the festival enhances both economic growth and cultural
preservation.9

Despite its cultural and developmental significance, the role of the Igwe Festival
has not been adequately documented in academic research. Existing studies on
festivals in Nigeria often focus on more popular or urban-centered celebrations.
As a result, the unique contributions of the Igwe Festival remain underexplored.10
There is limited scholarly attention to its role in fostering cross-cultural
understanding and cooperation. This gap in knowledge necessitates a focused
academic investigation. Therefore, this study examines the Igwe Festival as a
case study to highlight its contributions to cultural integration, social cohesion,
and sustainable development in Edo State.

Aim and objectives of the Study
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The main aim of this research is to examine how festivals in Edo State contribute

to enhancing cross-cultural understanding, encouraging cooperation among

diverse groups, and promoting socio-economic development within the region.

The specific objectives of the study can be outlined as follows:

1. To identify and describe the major festivals celebrated in Edo State and the
cultural values they represent.

2. To assess the role of these festivals in promoting cross-cultural
understanding.

3. To examine how festivals in Edo State foster social interaction, cooperation,
and peaceful coexistence.

4. To analyze the developmental impact of festival in the community.

5. To examine the challenges faced in organizing festivals.

Scope of the Study

This study focuses on the Igwe Festival in Edo State, examining its role in

promoting cross-cultural understanding, cooperation, and socio-economic

development among diverse groups within and beyond the host community. This

scope covers the historical background, cultural significance, and contemporary

practices of the Igwe Festival, with particular attention to how the festival

L
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facilitates interaction among different ethnic, religious, and social groups. The
study is limited to the modern period, emphasizing recent celebrations of the
festival and their impact on cultural integration, community cohesion, tourism,
and local development in Edo State.

Methodology

The research adopts a qualitative case study approach, grounded in cultural and
social interaction theories relevant to festivals and intercultural relations. The
study relies on a descriptive and analytical method to examine the role of the
Igwe Festival in fostering cross-cultural understanding, cooperation, and
development. Data for the research are derived from both primary and secondary
sources to ensure a balanced and comprehensive analysis.

Primary Sources: Primary data are obtained through oral interviews and personal
interactions with key stakeholders, including festival organizers, community
leaders, cultural performers, participants, and residents of the host community.
These interviews provide firsthand information on the festival’s origins, activities,
meanings, and its perceived contributions to cultural harmony and development.
Secondary Sources: Secondary sources include textbooks, scholarly journal

articles, conference and seminar papers, theses, government publications,
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magazines, newspapers, and relevant media reports. These materials provide
historical context, theoretical perspectives, and comparative insights that support
the analysis of the Igwe Festival and its role in cross-cultural engagement and
development.

Literature Review

The journal by D. Omoruan and L.E. Etsename, on “Histo-Cultural Discourse on
the Igue Festival, Pre/Post Benin Invasion and the Reparation Debate”, " situated
the Igue Festival within the historical trajectory of the Benin Kingdom,
highlighting events before and after the 1897 British invasion. They argued that
colonial interference disrupted ritual practices, altered symbolism, and
undermined traditional political authority. The study examined how the festival
has persisted despite historical challenges, demonstrating resilience in cultural
practices. The authors also engage in contemporary debates on cultural
reparation, framing the festival as a living archive of memory and identity. By
emphasizing the interplay of history and ritual, the work highlights the
sociopolitical significance of Igue in both local and global contexts. The authors
further explored how festivals serve as mediums of resistance and cultural

reclamation. It underscores the symbolic role of the festival in restoring cultural
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pride among the Benin people. Overall, the study positions Igue as a platform for
historical reconciliation, cultural dialogue, and cross-cultural engagement. This
study is highly relevant as it shows that Igue functions as a bridge between
indigenous traditions and external societies. It provides evidence that festivals
can foster understanding and dialogue across cultural boundaries. Therefore, it
strongly supports the case study focus on Igue’s role in promoting cooperation
and cultural understanding.

D. U. Edebiri’s, book titled, Benin Historical Essays,12 provided a foundational
historical account of Benin’s social, political, and cultural institutions. He
emphasizes royal rituals and festivals, showing how they maintain social order
and strengthen communal identity. The selected pages highlight the Igue Festival
as a central tradition reinforcing moral and cultural values. The author explores
the interconnection between governance, religion, and festival practices in Benin.
He demonstrates how festivals serve not just as entertainment but as
mechanisms of societal cohesion. The author traced the historical continuity of
Igue, linking past traditions to contemporary practices. His work provides insights
into how cultural heritage shapes community behaviors and expectations.

Overall, the book positions Igue as a unifying institution that sustains Benin's

-
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social fabric. This book is relevant as it offered essential historical grounding for
analyzing the Igue Festival. It underscores festivals as tools for fostering
cooperation and shared identity. Understanding the historical context supports
arguments about cultural continuity and intercultural understanding. It illustrates
how festivals transmit social and moral values across generations.

J. U. Egharevba’s Journal titled The Cultural Significance of Festivals in the Benin
Kingdom",13 examined festivals as expressions of Benin cosmology, political
authority, and artistic creativity. He emphasizes the role of festivals in
transmitting historical knowledge and cultural values across generations. The
study highlighted how rituals and ceremonies reinforce communal identity and
collective memory. Festivals are presented as dynamic spaces for both education
and entertainment. The author explored the aesthetic and symbolic dimensions
of festival performances. He also discusses the integration of art, music, and
dance in festival traditions. Egharevba emphasizes the importance of festivals in
maintaining social cohesion. Overall, the study portrays Igue and similar festivals
as central to cultural continuity and education. This work is relevant, it reinforces
the argument that festivals are educational tools for intercultural understanding.

It showed how cultural practices facilitate dialogue between communities. The

-
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author validates the use of Igue as a case study for cross-cultural exchange. It
emphasizes that cultural education through festivals contributes to broader
societal development.

W.E. Ehianu and M. Idumwonyi in the journal titled, “Igue Festival among the
Benin People: Response and Resilience of Indigenous Religion”,” analyzed the
Igue Festival as a response to religious change and globalization. The authors
highlighted the resilience of indigenous religious practices despite external
influences. The study explained how Igue has adapted over time while
maintaining its spiritual essence. Rituals and ceremonies are interpreted as
expressions of communal identity and continuity. The authors explore the
negotiation between traditional religion and modern pressures. They argued that
festivals preserve cultural memory and maintain moral and social order. The
author demonstrated the festival’s role in educating younger generations about
heritage. Overall, Igue is presented as a resilient cultural institution that sustains
both spiritual and social life. This study’s relevance underscores festivals as
vehicles for sustaining cultural identity. It showed how Igue encourages
intercultural dialogue and mutual respect. The authors reinforced the relevance of

Igue to understanding cultural resilience. It aligns with the study’s focus on
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festivals as tools for cooperation, understanding, and development.

F. Aig-lmoukhuede in the book titled, A Calendar of Traditional Nigerian Festivals,
provided a comprehensive overview of Nigerian festivals, including Igue. The
book detailed the timing, rituals, and social significance of each festival. It
situated Igue within the broader Nigerian cultural landscape. The work highlights
the diversity and richness of festival traditions across regions. It emphasizes
festivals’ roles in fostering social interaction and cultural education. The author
discussed how festivals attract visitors, including tourists, which enhances
economic benefits. The book also highlights the interconnectedness of different
ethnic cultural practices. Overall, it portrays festivals as tools for promoting unity,
national identity, and cultural awareness. By contextualizing Igue within Nigeria's
multicultural setting, the book’s relevance supports the study’s focus on cross-
cultural understanding. It illustrates how festivals promote national integration
and cooperation.

The journal by E. P. Rutagand titled, “The Role of Cultural Festivals in Promoting
Social Cohesion and Cultural Understanding",16 adopted a comparative approach,
examining festivals from different parts of the world to understand their role in

promoting social cohesion. The study emphasized how festivals foster unity,
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tolerance, and mutual respect among diverse communities. Festivals are
presented not only as cultural expressions but also as platforms for building
social networks. The author linked cultural celebrations to economic
development, showing how tourism and local trade benefit from festivals. The
author highlighted the role of festivals in peacebuilding, conflict resolution, and
community dialogue. Cultural diplomacy is also discussed, emphasizing how
festivals can enhance international understanding. The author provides
examples where festivals have mitigated intergroup tensions and promoted
collaboration. Consequently, the article situates festivals as tools for both social
and economic development globally. This work is relevant as it provided a
theoretical framework for understanding Igue’s impact on cross-cultural
understanding. It reinforces the idea that festivals can create opportunities for
cooperation and dialogue. Therefore, Rutagand’s insights are directly relevant to
positioning Igue as a case study of cross-cultural cooperation.

P. Awofeso’s book titled, Nigerian Festivals: The Famous and Not So

Famous, document a wide variety of Nigerian festivals, ranging from popular
national events to lesser-known local celebrations. He emphasizes each festival's

cultural uniqueness, historical context, and social functions. The Igue Festival is
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highlighted as a major Edo cultural event with deep historical roots. The book
detailed the rituals, performances, and ceremonies associated with the festival.
Awofeso explores the socio-economic significance of festivals, particularly their
role in attracting visitors and stimulating local economies. The text also
examined how festivals encourage cultural exchange between different
communities. The author underscores the importance of documenting festivals
to preserve cultural memory. Generally, the book presents Nigerian festivals as
living, dynamic institutions that promote both culture and development. In
relevance, the author demonstrated how festivals, including Igue, serve as
platforms for intercultural interaction. It highlighted the festival’s ability to attract
outsiders and foster cultural exchange. The emphasis on socio-economic
benefits aligns with the study’s focus on development outcomes.

The journal by R. O. Asemota titled, ‘Understanding Essentials of Igue Festival of
Benin People in Promoting Traditional Peace”,” examined the peace-building
dimensions of the Igue Festival, highlighting its role in promoting reconciliation
and social harmony. The study focused on specific rituals of purification, moral
renewal, and conflict resolution. Asemota emphasized the festival’s function in

reinforcing communal values and restoring balance within the society. The
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research situates Igue within a broader framework of indigenous conflict
management practices. The festival is described as both a spiritual and social
institution that strengthens collective identity. The author explored how ritual
performances foster cooperation and mitigate disputes among community
members. Asemota linked the festival’s peace-promoting role to the sustainability
of cultural practices. Overall, the article presents Igue as a central mechanism for
traditional governance, social cohesion, and cultural continuity. In relevance, this
study supports the argument that Igue fosters cooperation, peace, and social
development. It provides a model for understanding how festivals can mediate
social relations and encourage mutual respect.

A. Ozioruwa in a newspaper article titled, “Oba of Benin Begin Igue Festival with
Homage to Ancestors”,” the newspaper reported documents contemporary
celebrations of the Igue Festival, focusing on the Oba of Benin’s ceremonial
duties. The article highlighted royal participation, ritual homage to ancestors, and
public engagement in festival activities. It shows that Igue continues to be a
major event in Edo State's cultural calendar. The report captures the symbolic and
spiritual elements of the festival as practiced today. It emphasizes the festival’s

ability to attract attention from both locals and visitors. The coverage illustrates

N N



.

the integration of tradition with modern public life. The article also underscores
the educational value of witnessing rituals, especially for younger generations.
Overall, the report presents Igue as a vibrant, ongoing celebration with social,
cultural, and spiritual significance. The article demonstrates that Igue remains
relevant and visible to outsiders, fostering cultural awareness. It shows how
contemporary practice reinforces historical traditions and values.

E. B. Idowu’s, book on African Traditional Religion,20 provided a comprehensive
examination of African religious systems, rituals, and festivals. The author
emphasized the communal and moral dimensions of traditional practices. The
book explores how festivals act as instruments for transmitting values, ethical
behavior, and social norms. The author highlighted the integrative role of religion
in African society, where festivals reinforce cohesion. He explains how festivals
foster collective identity and sustain cultural continuity. The work discussed ritual
symbolism, including sacrifices, prayers, and ancestor veneration. The author
presented festivals as spaces for social interaction, learning, and moral
instruction. Consequently, the book situates festivals like Igue as central to both
spiritual life and communal governance. In relevance, this work provides a

theoretical foundation for understanding Igue as a religious-cultural event. It
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demonstrates how festivals strengthen collective identity and community
solidarity. The author emphasized on moral and social dimensions supports
cross-cultural learning.

C. 0. Osarumwense's journal titled, “Igue Festival and the British Invasion of
Benin 1897: The Violation of a People's Culture and Sovereignty",21 examines the
impact of the 1897 British invasion on the Igue Festival. The study emphasizes
cultural disruption, loss of sovereignty, and the suppression of traditional
practices. It highlights how colonial intervention undermined the festival’s social
and political significance. The author explored the resilience of Benin culture in
maintaining festival traditions post-invasion. The study analyzed the symbolic
importance of rituals in asserting cultural identity. The study situates Igue within
the broader context of cultural survival and historical memory. It also examines
how festivals act as mechanisms of resistance against external domination.
Overall, the research portrays Igue as both a historical and cultural anchor for the
Benin people. This work is relevant as it highlighted the importance of festivals in
preserving cultural heritage and identity. It showed how Igue serves as a medium
for historical understanding and reconciliation. The study reinforces the

argument that festivals promote intercultural dialogue and awareness.
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A. R. Osatohanmwen'’s journal titled, “Understanding Essentials of Igue Festival of
Benin People in Promoting Traditional Peace”,” explored the Igue Festival’s role
in peacebuilding, moral renewal, and social cohesion within Benin society. The
study highlighted rituals of reconciliation and purification that reinforce
communal values. It emphasized the festival’s capacity to restore balance and
harmony among different societal groups. The author connects traditional
practices to broader themes of governance, conflict resolution, and social
stability. The author also examined the educational role of the festival in
transmitting ethical and cultural knowledge. Osatohanmwen positions Igue as
both a spiritual and social institution. The study underscores its contribution to
collective identity and communal solidarity. Overall, the research presents Igue as
a central mechanism for sustaining cultural continuity and fostering cooperation.
This study is relevant as it validates the festival’s role in promoting social
harmony and collaboration. It reinforces the argument that Igue supports cross-
cultural understanding through communal participation.

In summary these studies demonstrate that the Igue Festival is not merely a
cultural celebration but a dynamic institution that promotes cross-cultural

understanding, cooperation, peace, and socio-economic development. The

L



literature strongly supports its selection as a case study for examining the
broader role of festivals in fostering cultural interaction and sustainable
development in Edo State and beyond.

Chapterization

Chapter One: Background of the Study

This introduction outlines the central focus of the research and presents the
fundamental concept of the study. It further discusses the aims and objectives,
scope of the study, research methodology, review of related literature, and the
overall structure of the chapters.

Chapter Two: Cultural Identity and Cross-Cultural Understanding

This chapter focuses on the cultural dimensions of festivals and their role in
promoting mutual understanding, it identify and describe the major festivals
celebrated in Edo State and the cultural values they represent and its role in
promoting cross-cultural understanding among participants from different ethnic,
social, and age groups.

Chapter Three: Festivals as a Measure of Social Interaction, Cooperation, and
Peaceful Coexistence

It examines the role of festivals as platforms for social interaction, cooperation,

—
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and the promotion of peaceful coexistence among diverse groups and how
festival-related activities encourage collaboration, strengthen communal bonds,

and foster harmonious relationships between host communities and visitors.

Chapter Four: Developmental Impact and Organizational Challenges

It focuses on the developmental impact of festivals and the organizational
challenges associated with their celebration. It examines how festivals contribute
to socio-economic growth while also analyzing the constraints that affect their
planning, management, and sustainability.

Chapter Five: Conclusion

It presents the conclusion of the study by summarizing the major findings and
highlighting the significance of festivals in fostering cross-cultural
understanding, cooperation, and development. It also offers recommendations
for enhancing the effectiveness and sustainability of festivals, based on the

insights gained from the research.
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CHAPTER TWO

CULTURAL IDENTITY AND CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING
Introduction
Chapter two explores the interconnectedness of cultural identity and cross-
cultural understanding, using the Igue Festival of the Benin people as a central
focus. Cultural identity is the shared sense of belonging derived from history,
traditions, beliefs, and communal practices. It gives communities a framework to
understand themselves and maintain continuity across generations. Cross-
cultural understanding, in contrast, involves recognizing, respecting, and
engaging with the practices and values of other cultures. Festivals like Igue are
particularly relevant because they simultaneously express the Edo people's
heritage and provide opportunities for outsiders to experience and learn about
Benin traditions. By situating this chapter within the context of Igue, the study
highlights how festivals can serve as bridges between local identity and global
awareness. The chapter further emphasizes that cultural celebrations are not
only symbolic but practical tools for social cohesion and intercultural dialogue.
Ultimately, this section lays the foundation for understanding how the Igue

Festival preserves identity while promoting cooperation, education, and cultural
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diplomacy.

Cultural Identity in the Context of Igue Festival

Cultural identity represents a people’s shared values, norms, and traditions,
which shape social cohesion and community belonging. In Edo society, the Igue
Festival is one of the primary manifestations of this identity. Rituals performed
during Igue, such as homage to the Oba and ancestral veneration, reinforce
spiritual hierarchy and social roles within the kingdom. These ceremonies act as
a living archive, preserving centuries of history and moral codes. Traditional
music, dance, and masquerade performances convey Edo aesthetics, storytelling,
and political symbolism. Through collective participation, members reaffirm their
sense of belonging and strengthen communal bonds. Cultural identity in Igue is
not merely ceremonial; it educates the younger generation about historical
continuity and communal values. As a result, the festival acts as both a spiritual
and social anchor, shaping Edo society’s self-perception.

Another aspect of Igue's cultural identity is its connection to historical memory.
The festival commemorates key events in the Benin Kingdom, reflecting both pre-
colonial traditions and post-invasion resilience. This collective memory preserves

knowledge about royal lineage, governance, and societal values. By performing
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annual rituals, the Edo people actively transmit cultural norms, ensuring
continuity across generations. Observers and participants alike witness the
persistence of Edo values despite historical disruptions. This makes Igue a
repository of communal heritage, linking spiritual, political, and social
dimensions.” The festival also cultivates pride and belonging, which are central to
cultural identity. Through these practices, Igue demonstrates that identity is lived,
performed, and shared rather than static or abstract.

Cultural identity in Igue also encompasses ethical and moral dimensions. The
festival teaches respect for elders, communal cooperation, and reverence for
ancestors. Rituals and ceremonies serve as moral guides, showing participants
the behaviors and values expected in Edo society. Through masquerades and
symbolic performances, lessons about leadership, justice, and social harmony
are communicated. The festival, therefore, functions as a moral classroom,
linking entertainment, spirituality, and pedagogy.3 By reinforcing shared values,
Igue strengthens community cohesion and collective responsibility. It also
ensures that cultural knowledge is embodied and experienced, rather than just
theoretically taught. This reinforces identity while fostering a sense of pride and

continuity among Edo people.
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Consequently, the Igue Festival illustrates how cultural identity adapts and
persists in contemporary contexts. Despite modernization and global influences,
core rituals and symbols remain intact. This adaptability allows the Edo people
to preserve their heritage while engaging with tourists, scholars, and other
cultures. Igue thus exemplifies resilient identity, one that accommodates external
interest without losing authenticity. It shows that cultural celebrations are
dynamic spaces where tradition meets contemporary societal interaction.”
Through participation and observation, both insiders and outsiders witness the
strength and vitality of Edo identity. The festival’s continuity underscores its role
as a central institution for communal, spiritual, and social identity. In this way,
Igue embodies the living practice of cultural identity in Edo society.
Cross-Cultural Understanding through Igue Festival

Cross-cultural understanding is the capacity to recognize, appreciate, and respect
cultural differences while fostering dialogue and cooperation. The Igue Festival
provides a concrete example of this, as it draws visitors, scholars, and tourists to
experience Edo culture firsthand. Through observation and participation,
outsiders learn about historical traditions, religious practices, and social

hierarchies. Educational elements of the festival, such as explanations of rituals
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or guided tours, promote awareness of Benin cultural values. Interaction between
local participants and outsiders encourages empathy and reduces
misconceptions.5 Visitors gain insight into the symbolic meanings of ceremonies,
dances, and royal homage. Cross-cultural understanding through Igue is therefore
experiential, grounded in observation, engagement, and respectful participation.
This demonstrates that festivals are not merely entertainment but vehicles for
intercultural

learning and dialogue.

The festival functions as a living classroom for cultural exchange, allowing both
Edo people and outsiders to engage in mutual learning. Tourists and non-Edo
observers witness ancestral veneration, purification rituals, and communal
reconciliation ceremonies. These practices illustrate concepts of social cohesion,
spiritual morality, and respect for authority. At the same time, locals learn to
communicate the meaning of their traditions to outsiders, enhancing self-
awareness and articulation of identity. This dual process fosters intercultural
dialogue, as both groups adjust perspectives and deepen understanding.
Festivals like Igue become platforms for mutual education, cultural empathy, and

collaboration.’ By observing the festival, outsiders develop respect for Edo
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customs while recognizing universal themes of spirituality and communal
harmony. Thus, Igue not only preserves Edo identity but actively promotes global
understanding and cooperation.

Igue also enhances cross-cultural understanding through its public accessibility.
While some rituals are private, many performances, processions, and ceremonies
are open to visitors. This creates opportunities for observation and reflection,
allowing non-Edo participants to engage meaningfully with cultural practices.
The visibility of the festival fosters cultural diplomacy, projecting Benin traditions
to a broader audience. Visitors gain an appreciation for historical continuity,
artistic expression, and ritual signiﬁcance.7 These experiences encourage respect,
tolerance, and curiosity, key elements of cross-cultural engagement. In this way,
Igue becomes an interface between local tradition and global appreciation,
making culture accessible without compromising authenticity. The festival
exemplifies how cultural events can promote intercultural understanding while
reinforcing local pride.

Consequently, cross-cultural understanding in Igue is strengthened through
dialogue and interaction. During the festival, questions, explanations, and

discussions occur naturally between participants and visitors. Outsiders learn not



only about practices but also about their symbolic, historical, and spiritual
meanings. This engagement fosters empathy, challenges stereotypes, and
encourages collaboration. It also allows Edo people to share cultural narratives
on their terms, preserving authenticity. Igue thus functions as a cultural bridge,
linking identity to understanding, and tradition to global engagement. The
festival demonstrates that cultural appreciation is an active process, requiring
exposure, participation, and reflection. Through these mechanisms, Igue
strengthens the mutual respect and cooperation essential for cross-cultural
interaction.”

Intersection of Cultural Identity and Cross-Cultural Understanding

The intersection of cultural identity and cross-cultural understanding is where
the content of culture meets the process of engagement. Cultural identity
provides the values, rituals, and symbols that define a community, while cross-
cultural understanding allows these elements to be interpreted, appreciated, and
respected by outsiders. The Igue Festival serves as a clear example of this
intersection, acting as a bridge between Edo heritage and global audiences.
During Igue, locals express their identity through ancestral homage, royal rituals,

and traditional performances, preserving centuries-old customs. Simultaneously,
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visitors, scholars, and tourists gain insight and appreciation by observing and
participating in the festival.” This mutual engagement fosters dialogue, respect,
and cultural empathy, strengthening relationships between Edo communities and
outsiders. The festival illustrates that cultural identity is not isolated but can
actively contribute to intercultural learning when shared responsibly. In essence,
Igue demonstrates how festivals provide both substance and process, connecting
tradition with contemporary cultural exchange.

The interaction between insiders and outsiders during Igue also highlights the
educational aspect of cross-cultural engagement. Observers learn not only about
specific rituals but also about their symbolic and historical meanings, including
the spiritual authority of the Oba and the moral codes reinforced through the
festival. Locals, on the other hand, gain awareness of how their culture is
perceived and interpreted externally, which can influence how traditions are
presented and preserved.10 This dual exchange encourages cultural reflection,
dialogue, and mutual understanding. It also helps to reduce stereotypes and
misconceptions, providing a platform for constructive intercultural conversations.
The festival, therefore, functions as a mediating space, translating Edo identity

into universally recognizable cultural knowledge. By witnessing performances
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and ceremonies, visitors can appreciate the depth and continuity of Benin
heritage. Such experiences promote collaboration, respect, and shared values
across cultural boundaries. Igue thus exemplifies the intersection of identity
preservation and cross-cultural communication in a dynamic, participatory
context.'’

At the practical level, Igu€'s role as an intersectional platform enhances tourism,
education, and cultural diplomacy. The festival is accessible to outsiders through
public ceremonies, guided explanations, and cultural performances, creating
opportunities for learning and engagement. Visitors gain first-hand exposure to
Edo practices, which fosters awareness and appreciation of a distinct cultural
worldview. In turn, this contributes to the local community’s recognition of the
festival's global significance, encouraging preservation and respectful promotion.
Interactions during the festival reinforce the concept that cultural identity can be
shared without being diluted, and understanding can be achieved without
appropriation.” By bridging local traditions with international audiences, Igue
strengthens cultural diplomacy and social cohesion simultaneously. This
demonstrates that identity and intercultural understanding are mutually

reinforcing rather than separate phenomena. Ultimately, the festival acts as a
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model for how cultural heritage can function as both a local anchor and a global
connector.

Similarly, the intersection also emphasizes sustainability of cultural practices in
a globalized world. Igue shows that festivals must balance authenticity with
accessibility, ensuring that cultural identity is preserved while promoting
intercultural dialogue. The mutual exchange between locals and outsiders
creates a shared cultural space that encourages tolerance, respect, and
collaboration. Observers learn the significance of Edo customs, while insiders
gain awareness of broader cultural perspectives.13 This interaction strengthens
the social, spiritual, and cultural fabric of the community while contributing to
wider understanding. By linking identity with dialogue, Igue fosters both
community pride and global cultural literacy. It demonstrates that festivals are
not merely performances but living institutions that mediate relationships
between cultures. This intersection underscores the broader relevance of Igue as
a model for connecting tradition, identity, and cross-cultural engagement.14
Role of Igue Festival in Promoting Social Cohesion and Development
The Igue Festival plays a significant role in promoting social cohesion within Edo

communities. Rituals of purification, ancestral homage, and reconciliation ensure
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that conflicts are resolved and communal harmony is maintained. These
practices reaffirm shared values and moral codes, fostering a sense of unity
among participants. By providing structured occasions for collaboration and
collective participation, the festival strengthens community bonds and mutual
accountability. Beyond the local level, Igue has broader societal impacts,
contributing to regional recognition of Benin culture. Its performances and
ceremonies engage various social groups, reinforcing the importance of
cooperation, respect, and cultural Continuity.15 The festival’s ability to integrate
spiritual, artistic, and social elements makes it a multi-dimensional tool for social
cohesion. Therefore, Igue demonstrates that festivals are essential not only for
cultural identity but also for maintaining peace, solidarity, and collective well-
being.

Igue also contributes to economic development in Edo State. Tourism during the
festival attracts both domestic and international visitors, generating income for
local businesses, artisans, and performers. Accommodation, food, souvenirs, and
transport services all benefit from the influx of visitors, linking cultural heritage
with economic growth. This economic dimension ensures that the festival is

sustainable and socially valuable, incentivizing communities to maintain
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traditions. Furthermore, the festival creates opportunities for cultural
entrepreneurship, such as selling traditional attire, crafts, and artworks. By
combining economic benefits with cultural preservation, Igue demonstrates that
festivals can simultaneously support development and heritage conservation.
Tourism and cultural engagement, when managed respectfully, enhance local
livelihoods and strengthen communal pride.16 The economic relevance of the
festival highlights its role as a driver of development in addition to a cultural
institution.

Cultural diplomacy is another aspect of Igue’s broader role. The festival positions
Benin culture on national, regional, and global stages, attracting scholars,
journalists, and cultural enthusiasts. By showcasing Edo traditions to wider
audiences, Igue fosters mutual respect, intercultural understanding, and
international collaboration. This visibility encourages partnerships, academic
research, and cultural exchange programs, further promoting Edo culture. The
festival thus becomes a tool for projecting identity beyond local borders, creating
networks of cultural appreciation. Local leaders, including the Oba, use the
festival as a platform to strengthen diplomatic ties and promote regional unity.17

The performance of rituals and ceremonies for outsiders demonstrates both the
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richness and depth of Edo heritage. By bridging local traditions with global
audiences, Igue strengthens cultural influence and social recognition.
Consequently, the festival illustrates that cultural events can simultaneously
reinforce identity, foster development, and enhance cross-cultural cooperation.
Also, Igue highlights the interconnection between social cohesion, development,
and intercultural engagement. Through rituals, performances, and communal
activities, participants experience moral and social renewal. Economic and
tourism benefits reinforce the festival’s sustainability and relevance. Interaction
with visitors promotes dialogue, understanding, and respect for Edo culture.”” The
festival thereby serves as a holistic platform, combining spiritual, social,
economic, and cultural objectives. It demonstrates that cultural festivals are not
mere entertainment but strategic tools for community development and cross-
cultural engagement. By fostering peace, cooperation, and awareness, Igue
strengthens both internal solidarity and external connections. The festival
underscores the capacity of cultural practices to promote sustainable
development while enhancing intercultural understanding. Ultimately, Igue
exemplifies the broader social and economic importance of festivals in

contemporary society.
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Challenges in Linking Igue to Cross-Cultural Understanding

Despite its benefits, linking Igue Festival to cross-cultural understanding is not
without challenges. One significant issue is cultural misinterpretation, as
outsiders may misread rituals without proper guidance or context.
Misunderstandings can lead to disrespect or superficial appreciation,
undermining the festival's educational potential. Another challenge is
commercialization, where overemphasis on tourism can dilute spiritual and
moral elements, reducing the festival to entertainment.” Sacred practices and
restricted rituals may not be accessible to outsiders, creating gaps in
understanding and potential frustration. Historical trauma, such as the 1897
British invasion, also affects perceptions of the festival, both locally and
internationally. These challenges highlight the delicate balance between
preserving authenticity and promoting accessibility. Effective cultural education,
guided tours, and interpretive programs are essential to mitigate these risks.
Addressing these concerns ensures that Igue remains both authentic and
inclusive, facilitating genuine cross-cultural engagement.

Additionally, there is the challenge of contextualizing ritual meaning for

outsiders. Many ceremonies carry historical, spiritual, or political significance that
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may not be obvious to non-Edo participants. Without proper explanation, visitors
may misinterpret or trivialize the rituals, leading to distorted perceptions of Benin
culture. The festival’s spiritual dimension must be respected to maintain
legitimacy and continuity.20 Educators and community leaders can play a role in
bridging this knowledge gap, providing narratives that explain the significance of
ancestral homage and purification rituals. This allows outsiders to engage
meaningfully without compromising sacred practices. Such efforts also reinforce
the importance of mutual respect, empathy, and responsible cultural tourism.
Proper interpretation ensures that the festival serves as a genuine platform for
intercultural understanding.

Commercial pressures also pose risks to the festival’s integrity. Local
communities may feel compelled to alter performances, increase accessibility, or
prioritize entertainment to attract tourists. While this can enhance visibility and
economic gain, it may compromise spiritual and cultural authenticity. Ensuring
that sacred rituals are preserved while still promoting engagement requires
careful planning and cultural sensitivity.21 Festivals like Igue must strike a
balance between economic sustainability, community benefits, and the

preservation of identity. By maintaining this equilibrium, the festival can achieve
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both development and intercultural learning objectives. These challenges
highlight the need for strategic management and community-led guidance.
Responsible tourism and cultural mediation are essential to maintain the
festival's educational, spiritual, and cultural value.

Moreover, historical trauma presents subtle yet enduring challenges. The 1897
British invasion disrupted Edo culture, including the Igue Festival, and continues
to shape narratives around cultural resilience. This history influences how both
locals and outsiders perceive the festival, sometimes leading to overemphasis on
victimhood or nostalgia. A nuanced approach is necessary, one that recognizes
historical trauma while celebrating cultural survival and continuity.” By
contextualizing the festival within both historical and contemporary frameworks,
participants can foster informed appreciation and respectful engagement. This
ensures that cross-cultural understanding is built on knowledge, empathy, and
historical awareness. Effective interpretation of rituals, alongside community
guidance, allows the festival to serve as a bridge between past, present, and
future. Addressing these challenges strengthens the festival’s role in promoting
identity, dialogue, and intercultural cooperation. In this way, Igue remains a

resilient institution, capable of fostering understanding despite historical and
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contemporary complexities.
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CHAPTER THREE

FESTIVAL AS A MEASURE OF SOCIAL INTERACTION, COOPERATION, AND
PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE

Introduction

This chapter explores how the Igue Festival of the Benin people fosters social
interaction, cooperation, and peaceful coexistence within Edo communities and
beyond. Social interaction refers to the ways individuals engage with each other
in meaningful exchanges, while cooperation entails working together for shared
goals. Peaceful coexistence emphasizes harmony, conflict resolution, and mutual
respect among members of a society. The Igue Festival is a prime example
because it brings together different social groups, age grades, guilds, and even
visitors to participate in rituals and performances. This chapter seeks to show
that the festival is not only a cultural event but also a social institution that
reinforces communal ties, shared responsibilities, and collective well-being.
Furthermore, the chapter highlights the broader relevance of the festival in

promoting civic cohesion, local development, and intercultural understanding. In
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essence, Igue functions as a practical mechanism for embedding social
cooperation and peace within Edo cultural life.

Social Interaction within the Igue Festival

The Igue Festival facilitates rich social interactions among Edo people,
promoting both intra- and inter-community engagement. Rituals involve multiple
participants, from palace officials to local guilds, creating opportunities for
collaboration and communication. Traditional dance, music, and masquerades
require coordinated performance, fostering teamwork and collective participation.
The festival also encourages intergenerational interaction, with elders teaching
youths about history, customs, and moral values.' These interactions strengthen
social bonds, creating a sense of belonging and shared responsibility within the
community. Outsiders, including scholars and tourists, also engage in
observation and guided participation, further enhancing dialogue and cultural
exchange. Through these interactions, Igue demonstrates that festivals are more
than entertainment they are social laboratories where cohesion and collective
identity are reinforced. The festival’s structure promotes unity, cooperation, and
communal problem-solving, making it a vital mechanism for social stability.

Participation in Igue also nurtures mutual respect and empathy among
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community members. Different groups, including artisans, performers, religious
leaders, and royalty, work together while respecting distinct roles and hierarchies.
This encourages recognition of diversity within a single community, teaching
collaboration without conflict. The festival also provides a platform for conflict
resolution, as disputes between families or communities can be symbolically
addressed during purification and reconciliation rituals.” By engaging collectively
in ceremonial and cultural practices, participants learn to value compromise and
cooperation. The social interaction created by Igue extends beyond the festival
itself, influencing day-to-day communal life. Such engagement demonstrates the
festival's role in socialization, skill-sharing, and collective moral reinforcement.
Igue, therefore, exemplifies how festivals can strengthen internal social networks
and prepare communities for collaborative action in wider contexts.

Moreover, Igue encourages cross-community and intergroup interactions, which
are critical for broader social cohesion. Visitors and participants from
neighboring towns and regions are invited to observe or participate in select
rituals, creating networks beyond the immediate Edo community. These
interactions promote inter-community understanding, exchange of ideas, and

cultural respect. By showcasing Edo heritage in a participatory environment, the
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festival teaches visitors about local norms and values, fostering positive social
relations. Collective performances and collaborative ceremonies act as
microcosms for society, demonstrating the benefits of shared effort and mutual
respect. Additionally, the festival strengthens identity-based social networks, as
participants identify with groups that perform distinct roles.’ This blending of
local and external interactions highlights the dual function of Igue in
consolidating internal cohesion while promoting cross-cultural communication.
Overall, social interaction during Igue serves as a cornerstone for both

community solidarity and broader cultural diplomacy.

Cooperation and Collective Responsibility
The Igue Festival also embodies cooperation and collective responsibility, as
various social groups work together to ensure its success. Elders provide

guidance and mentorship, younger members perform rituals, and artisans

contribute costumes, masks, and musical instruments. Such collaborative efforts

reinforce the notion that community well-being is a shared responsibility, with
each member playing a critical role. The coordination required for performances,

feasts, and ceremonies illustrates practical teamwork and organization.
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Cooperation is further evident in conflict management, as the festival provides a
structured framework for resolving disputes and fostering reconciliation." By
participating in collective rituals, individuals internalize lessons on mutual
accountability, respect for roles, and civic duty. Cooperation during Igue also
strengthens social cohesion by ensuring that resources, responsibilities, and
recognition are distributed fairly. The festival demonstrates that shared cultural
practices translate into functional social structures, preparing communities for
collective problem-solving beyond the ceremonial space.

Igue also promotes intergenerational cooperation, which is essential for
sustaining cultural knowledge and traditions. Elders transmit historical, moral,
and spiritual teachings to youths, ensuring continuity of Benin heritage. Young
people actively participate in performances, preparations, and rituals, learning the
values of discipline, teamwork, and respect. This collaboration nurtures a sense
of collective responsibility, as everyone contributes to preserving both the
spiritual and social significance of the festival. By engaging in cooperative
activities, participants also build trust, understanding, and mutual respect, which
extend to wider societal interactions. These practices create a model for

sustainable community development, where collective action and shared
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responsibility are key. Cooperation during Igue thus serves as a microcosm of
Edo social life, illustrating how cultural festivals can institutionalize collaborative
behaviors and social norms. It highlights the intrinsic link between traditional
rituals and contemporary communal governance.5

Furthermore, Igue facilitates community-wide projects and charitable actions,
often linked to festival celebrations. Donations, feasts, and public offerings are
organized collectively, promoting generosity and solidarity. These cooperative
practices enhance social welfare, ensuring that vulnerable or marginalized
members of the community are included. Collaboration in festival preparation
strengthens local institutions, traditional authorities, and civic structures.’
Through these cooperative actions, the festival demonstrates that cultural events
can serve as platforms for collective empowerment and capacity building.
Cooperation during Igue is therefore both symbolic and practical, reflecting and
reinforcing societal values. In essence, it is a living example of how shared
cultural practices can translate into tangible community development and
cohesion.

Finally, Igue promotes cooperation beyond Edo communities through regional

and cross-cultural engagement. Scholars, tourists, and cultural enthusiasts
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interact with locals, fostering networks of trust and collaboration. Such
exchanges encourage learning, partnerships, and cooperative initiatives in
cultural, educational, and economic spheres. By showcasing Benin culture and
emphasizing collective participation, Igue models how traditional practices can
inspire collaboration across social and cultural boundaries. These cooperative
dynamics demonstrate that festivals are not merely ceremonial but have
functional roles in strengthening civic, social, and economic life.” The festival
reinforces the idea that cultural identity, cooperation, and social responsibility are
intertwined. It shows that collective engagement in rituals can inspire collective
problem-solving in society at large. Ultimately, Igue exemplifies how festivals
nurture both internal solidarity and external partnerships, contributing to peaceful
coexistence.

Peaceful Coexistence and Conflict Resolution

The Igue Festival plays a vital role in promoting peaceful coexistence within Edo
communities. Rituals of purification, reconciliation, and ancestral homage
provide structured mechanisms for resolving conflicts and restoring harmony.
Disputes between families, age grades, or guilds can be symbolically addressed,

preventing escalation and maintaining social stability. By embedding these
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conflict-resolution practices within cultural ceremonies, Igue ensures that peace is
maintained without coercion, relying instead on shared moral authority and
communal participation.8 The festival reinforces social norms of respect,
fairness, and accountability, teaching participants the value of cooperation and
compromise. Observers, including visitors and researchers, learn how Edo society
integrates ritual, morality, and governance to achieve social harmony. The festival
demonstrates that peaceful coexistence is not only an abstract ideal but a
practical outcome of collective cultural engagement. Through repeated
enactment of these practices, Edo communities internalize the principles of
tolerance, empathy, and mutual respect.

Peaceful coexistence is further strengthened through the symbolic aspects of
Igue, including ancestral homage and royal blessings. The Oba’s participation
provides moral authority, ensuring adherence to cultural norms and reinforcing
social hierarchy in a non-coercive manner. These symbolic gestures remind
participants of shared history, values, and obligations, creating a sense of unity.
Community members experience reconciliation as a collective act, which fosters
healing and strengthens social bonds.” The festival also teaches the importance

of preventive conflict management, as purification rituals reduce tensions before
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they escalate. By combining spiritual, moral, and social dimensions, Igue
provides a holistic approach to sustaining peace. It exemplifies the notion that
cultural practices can be powerful instruments for conflict resolution and social
stability. Consequently, peaceful coexistence is not incidental but central to the
festival's social function.

Moreover, Igue promotes intergroup harmony by creating inclusive spaces where
different social strata and communities interact. Participation in rituals, dances,
and communal feasts encourages mutual recognition and respect among diverse
groups. Visitors and outsiders also learn about these mechanisms, which
promotes intercultural understanding and appreciation of Edo approaches to
peace. By observing or participating, non-Edo individuals gain insights into how
culture can institutionalize harmony and cooperation.10 The festival illustrates
that peace is reinforced not only through rules but through shared cultural
experience and collective participation. This encourages social responsibility and
community accountability, as individuals witness and engage in practices that
support harmony. Igue demonstrates that traditional festivals can serve as living
models of peaceful coexistence and conflict mitigation. Such practices highlight

the potential of cultural institutions to contribute to social stability and broader
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societal development.11

Finally, the festival links peaceful coexistence with broader societal development
and cross-cultural cooperation. By demonstrating how rituals and traditions can
promote harmony, Igue inspires similar practices in neighboring communities
and intercultural contexts. Peaceful engagement during the festival fosters trust,
collaboration, and dialogue beyond Edo society. Economic activities and tourism
during the festival are enhanced by the community’s reputation for unity and
hospitality. Educational and cultural programs associated with Igue also
highlight conflict-resolution strategies for wider audiences. This show that
traditional festivals can have both local and global impact in promoting social
cohesion.”” The festival thus illustrates how cultural events can integrate identity,
cooperation, and peace, providing models for sustainable societal development.
Ultimately, Igue exemplifies the power of festivals to transform cultural practices
into practical tools for peaceful coexistence and cross-cultural collaboration.
The Promotion of Peaceful Coexistence among Diverse Groups

The Igue Festival serves as an important platform for promoting peaceful
coexistence among different groups within and beyond the Benin community. By

bringing together people of various ages, social statuses, and cultural
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backgrounds, the festival creates opportunities for interaction that transcend
everyday social divisions. During the celebrations, participants are encouraged to
set aside conflicts or differences in order to participate in shared rituals and
activities. This collective engagement fosters mutual respect, understanding, and
tolerance, which are essential for sustaining harmony in a diverse society.”
Moreover, the festival’s emphasis on ancestral veneration and communal prayers
reinforces a shared moral and cultural framework. This common cultural ground
encourages individuals from different backgrounds to appreciate each other’s
values and perspectives. By experiencing the festival together, participants
develop empathy and a sense of belonging to a larger community. Over time,
such shared experiences reduce social tension and contribute to long-term
peaceful coexistence, highlighting the festival’s role as both a cultural and social
institution.
Festival-Related Activities Encourage Collaboration

Collaboration is central to the success of the Igue Festival, as many of its
activities require coordinated efforts from community members. Preparing for the
festival involves tasks such as decorating palaces, arranging processions,

organizing feasts, and coordinating performances. These activities demand
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teamwork, planning, and mutual support, fostering a culture of
cooperation within the community. Through this process, participants learn to
work together, share responsibilities, and resolve challenges collectively,
strengthening the social fabric. Collaboration during the festival also extends
beyond the immediate community to include visitors, artisans, and performers
from other regions.15 By engaging in joint activities, these diverse groups develop
practical skills and social bonds that reinforce interdependence. The act of
working together toward a shared goal not only ensures the smooth execution of
the festival but also teaches participants the value of collective effort in
achieving broader societal objectives. This collaborative spirit is a key factor in

maintaining cohesion and solidarity within the community.16



Strengthen Communal Bonds

The Igue Festival strengthens communal bonds by creating opportunities for
members of the community to interact, celebrate, and support one another.
Participating in rituals, dances, and other festival events fosters shared
experiences that enhance social connectedness. Families, friends, and neighbors
come together to contribute their time, resources, and skills, reinforcing a sense
of unity and belonging. These interactions build trust and solidarity, which are
vital for maintaining the stability and resilience of the community.17 Additionally,
the festival promotes intergenerational bonding, as elders transmit cultural
knowledge, traditions, and values to the younger generation. By involving
everyone in communal activities, the festival ensures that social ties are
maintained and strengthened over time. Shared celebrations also create a sense
of pride in cultural identity, encouraging individuals to invest in the well-being of
their community. As a result, the Igue Festival functions not only as a cultural
event but also as a mechanism for nurturing enduring communal relationships.
Foster Harmonious Relationships between Host Communities and Visitors

The Igue Festival encourages harmonious relationships between host

communities and visitors by promoting cultural exchange and mutual respect.
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Visitors, both domestic and international, are invited to participate in ceremonies,
observe rituals, and enjoy performances, allowing them to engage with Benin
culture firsthand. This interaction fosters appreciation and understanding,
reducing potential misunderstandings or cultural tensions.' Hosts, in turn, benefit
from the presence of visitors through increased social recognition and economic
activity. The festival also provides opportunities for dialogue and shared
experiences, which strengthen relationships between locals and outsiders.
Collaborative performances, joint participation in rituals, and communal feasts
allow visitors to feel included while respecting local traditions. By creating a
welcoming environment, the festival builds trust, goodwill, and long-lasting
connections between communities.”” In this way, the Igue Festival acts as a
bridge between cultures, demonstrating how cultural events can promote
hospitality, inclusivity, and social harmony.

Cross-Cultural Integration

The Igue Festival not only strengthens local community bonds but also serves
as a platform for cross-cultural integration. Visitors from other regions of Nigeria
and even international tourists attend the festival, exposing them to Benin

traditions, rituals, and history. This cultural exchange encourages understanding
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and appreciation of different customs, beliefs, and social norms. Through
observation and participation, outsiders learn about the significance of ancestral
worship, the role of the Oba, and the symbolic practices that define the festival.
The festival provides opportunities for dialogue between locals and visitors,
fostering mutual respect and breaking down stereotypes.20 Cross-cultural
integration also occurs through collaborative performances, art displays, and
culinary experiences that showcase Benin's heritage. By engaging diverse
audiences, the Igue Festival promotes global cultural awareness and intercultural
learning. Ultimately, the festival helps bridge cultural divides while reinforcing
Benin’s identity on a broader stage.

Tourism and Entertainment

Tourism and entertainment are central components of the Igue Festival,
transforming it into an economic and recreational event. The festival attracts
local and international tourists, who are drawn by the elaborate rituals, traditional
dances, music, and colorful attire. Cultural performances, masquerades, and
street processions provide vibrant entertainment while simultaneously educating
visitors about Benin heritage. Tourism generates economic benefits, as local

vendors sell crafts, food, and souvenirs, and hospitality services such as hotels
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and transport see increased patronage.21 The festival also inspires creative
industries, including filmmakers, photographers, and artists, who document and
interpret the event. By combining education, culture, and leisure, the Igue Festival
becomes a platform for sustainable cultural tourism. Entertainment aspects
encourage participation, enjoyment, and social bonding, ensuring that the festival
remains relevant to both locals and visitors. In this way, tourism and
entertainment work hand in hand to preserve tradition, promote economic growth,
and share Benin culture with the world.

In conclusion, the Igue Festival is far more than a cultural celebration; it is a vital
social institution that fosters interaction, cooperation, and peaceful coexistence
among the people of Benin. By bringing together individuals of different ages,
statuses, and backgrounds, the festival strengthens social networks and
encourages intergenerational dialogue. Collaborative preparations and shared
responsibilities teach the community the value of teamwork and collective
problem-solving.22 Rituals and cultural practices promote reconciliation, tolerance,
and harmony, ensuring that conflicts are minimized and social cohesion is
maintained. Beyond its local impact, the festival facilitates cross-cultural

integration, allowing visitors to experience and appreciate Benin heritage while



promoting mutual understanding. Tourism and entertainment components
further enhance its significance by generating economic opportunities and
showcasing the richness of the culture to a wider audience.” Ultimately, the Igue
Festival exemplifies how tradition can preserve cultural identity while fostering
social, economic, and intercultural benefits. It stands as a powerful reminder that
cultural events are essential tools for community building, unity, and sustainable

development.
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CHAPTER FOUR
DEVELOPMENTAL IMPACT AND ORGANIZATIONAL CHALLENGES

Introduction

Cultural festivals, such as the Igue Festival of the Edo people, have the potential
to influence development across multiple dimensions economic, social, and
infrastructural. From an economic perspective, the festival draws a large number
of visitors both from within Nigeria and from the international diaspora, creating
significant opportunities for tourism, hospitality, and small-scale businesses.
Hotels, restaurants, transport services, artisans, and vendors experience
heightened demand during the festival period, resulting in increased revenue and,
in many cases, new job opportunities for the local population. This economic
stimulation not only benefits immediate stakeholders but can also have a
multiplier effect, contributing to broader community prosperity.1

On a social level, the Igue Festival serves as a powerful mechanism for

strengthening community cohesion and reinforcing cultural identity. By engaging
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the community in shared rituals, performances, and celebrations, the festival
preserves indigenous knowledge and traditional practices, ensuring that cultural
heritage is transmitted across generations. Additionally, the festival fosters a
sense of civic pride among residents, who collectively participate in maintaining
and showcasing the city’s cultural legacy.

In terms of infrastructure, while the direct improvements attributable solely to the
Igue Festival are not yet rigorously documented in academic research, the festival
indirectly stimulates urban and public development. The large influx of
participants and heightened attention on Benin City during the festival often
motivates government agencies and local authorities to invest in essential
services such as roads, public utilities, security, and event facilities. These
enhancements, initially intended to support the festival, frequently yield long-term
benefits for residents, improving the city’s overall functionality and capacity to
host future events.”

Although empirical data on the festival’s direct impact on infrastructural
development remains limited, its contributions to economic vitality, cultural
preservation, and community engagement underscore its wider significance to

regional development. Understanding the mechanisms through which cultural
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festivals like Igue is able to drive progress which offers valuable insights into
leveraging heritage as a catalyst for sustainable growth, particularly in regions
like Benin Kingdom that are rich in history, tradition, and cultural resources.
Cultural Heritage Preservation

The Igue Festival plays a vital role in the preservation of cultural heritage among
the Benin people of Edo State. It is a sacred annual celebration deeply rooted in
the spiritual and historical foundations of the Benin Kingdom. During this period,
traditional customs and royal rituals are strictly observed, ensuring that long-
standing practices are neither altered nor forgotten. The festival is closely
associated with the Oba of Benin, whose spiritual cleansing and renewal
symbolize continuity, stability, and divine authority within the kingdom.3 Through
this sacred observance, the Benin people reaffirm their commitment to preserving
their ancestral heritage.

One of the most significant ways the Igue Festival preserves cultural heritage is
through the performance of traditional rituals and ceremonies. These rituals
involve prayers, offerings, and symbolic acts that connect the living community
with their ancestors and deities. The careful observance of these rites ensures

that indigenous religious beliefs and cosmology are passed down accurately
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across generations.4 Elders and palace chiefs play key roles in guiding these
ceremonies, reinforcing respect for age, wisdom, and tradition. In this way, the
festival becomes a channel through which spiritual and cultural knowledge is
sustained.

Traditional music and dance featured during the Igue Festival also contribute
immensely to cultural preservation. Indigenous instruments, rhythmic drumming,
and ceremonial chants convey historical narratives and moral teachings unique
to the Benin people. Each dance movement and musical rhythm carries symbolic
meaning tied to royalty, bravery, unity, and reverence for the ancestors.’ Young
people who participate in or observe these performances learn about their history
in an engaging and memorable way. This ensures that cultural expressions
remain vibrant rather than fading under modern influences.

The festival also protects and promotes traditional art forms that are central to
Benin identity. The display of bronze castings, carved wood, coral beads, and
royal regalia highlights the artistic excellence of the Benin civilization. These
objects are not merely decorative but are rich in symbolism and historical
significance. By showcasing them during the Igue Festival, artisans are

encouraged to preserve traditional techniques and craftsmanship. This sustains
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indigenous art industries while reinforcing pride in Benin creativity and heritage.6
Another important aspect of cultural heritage preservation during the Igue
Festival is the transmission of values and moral codes. Through storytelling,
rituals, and symbolic performances, lessons about respect, loyalty, discipline, and
communal responsibility are reinforced. The festival emphasizes obedience to
tradition, reverence for authority, and unity among the people. These values
shape social behavior and strengthen community bonds. As younger generations
observe and participate, they internalize these principles, ensuring cultural
continuity. The Igue Festival serves as a living archive of Benin cultural heritage.
Rather than existing only in books or museums, Benin traditions are actively
practiced, celebrated, and renewed each year through this festival. Its rituals, arts,
music, and royal ceremonies preserve the identity of the Benin people and protect
their heritage from extinction.” By maintaining a strong link between the past and
the present, the Igue Festival ensures that Benin culture remains a dynamic and
enduring legacy for future generations.

Cultural Festivals and Local Development

Cultural festivals play a significant role in promoting local development by

stimulating economic growth and strengthening community identity. Events such
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as the Igue Festival attract visitors from within and outside the region, increasing
tourism and generating income for local businesses. Hotels, transport services,
food vendors, artisans, and traders benefit from the influx of visitors during
festival periods. This economic activity creates employment opportunities and
supports small-scale enterprises, contributing directly to local development.8
Beyond economic benefits, cultural festivals encourage the preservation and
promotion of indigenous culture. Through traditional music, dance, dress, rituals,
and art, festivals showcase the unique heritage of a community to a wider
audience.

Cultural festivals also promote social cohesion and community unity. They
provide a platform where people from different backgrounds, families, and age
groups come together to celebrate shared values and history. Elders, youths,
traditional leaders, and visitors interact in a peaceful and festive atmosphere,
strengthening social bonds. This sense of unity enhances cooperation within the
community, which is essential for collective development efforts. In addition,
festivals support the growth of local creative industries.’ Artisans, performers,
costume makers, musicians, and craftsmen gain opportunities to display and sell

their work. For example, during festivals like the Igue Festival, traditional arts
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such as bronze casting, beadwork, and wood carving gain renewed attention and
appreciation. This not only preserves artistic skills but also provides sustainable
livelihoods for cultural practitioners.

Cultural festivals further contribute to infrastructure and urban development. In
preparation for major festivals, communities and governments often improve
roads, public spaces, security, and sanitation facilities. These improvements
benefit residents long after the celebrations end. Enhanced infrastructure can
also make the area more attractive for future investments and tourism, creating
long-term development prospects. Cultural festivals are powerful tools for local
developmen’[.10 They combine cultural preservation with economic growth, social
unity, and infrastructural improvement. By celebrating heritage while generating
opportunities, festivals such as the Igue Festival demonstrate how culture can be
harnessed as a driver of sustainable local development.

Igue Festival Boost Rural Tourism and the Growth of Communities

The Igue Festival attracts visitors from within Benin City, Edo State and from
other parts of the world, thereby boosting both rural and urban tourism. Tourists
are drawn by the uniqueness of Benin traditions, royal rituals, and colorful

performances associated with the festival. Increased visitor presence creates
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economic opportunities for local businesses such as food vendors, transport
operators, hotels, and craft sellers. This influx of tourists stimulates community
growth by encouraging entrepreneurship and small-scale investments.'' Cultural
festivals like Igue also promote local pride and collective participation in
development activities. Community members work together to organize events,
maintain public order, and present their culture positively. Hosting visitors
encourages improvements in hospitality services and cultural presentation. As a
result, the festival contributes directly to local development, tourism growth, and
stronger community cohesion.

Through tourism generated by the Igue Festival, local economies experience
meaningful growth. Small-scale businesses such as food vendors, transport
operators, guesthouses, traders, and artisans benefit from increased patronage
during the festival period. Traditional craftsmen who produce beads, bronze
artworks, carvings, and ceremonial attire find expanded markets for their
products. These economic activities create employment opportunities and
increase household income, contributing to improved living standards within the
communities.”” The festival also encourages the development of local

infrastructure and services. In preparation for the Igue Festival, communities and
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local authorities often invest in road maintenance, security, sanitation, and public
spaces. These improvements not only enhance the festival experience for visitors
but also provide long-term benefits for residents. Improved infrastructure makes
rural communities more accessible and attractive for future tourism and
investment.

Socially, the Igue Festival strengthens community cohesion and cultural pride. It
brings together indigenes, diaspora members, and visitors in a shared celebration
of Benin heritage. Elders pass down cultural knowledge, values, and history to
younger generations through rituals, performances, and storytelling. This
intergenerational exchange helps preserve cultural identity while fostering unity
and a sense of belonging among community members. Consequently, the
festival promotes cultural education and awareness for visitors."”” Tourists gain
deeper insights into Benin history, spiritual beliefs, and artistic traditions. This
cultural exchange enhances mutual understanding and respect between host
communities and visitors. As awareness of the Igue Festival grows, it elevates
the cultural profile of rural communities and strengthens their position within
Nigeria's tourism sector. The Igue Festival is a powerful catalyst for rural tourism

and community growth. By attracting visitors, stimulating local economies,
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improving infrastructure, and reinforcing cultural identity, the festival supports
sustainable development in Benin communities.”

Impact of Igue Festivals on Economic Development

The Igue Festival significantly contributes to economic development through
increased commercial and social activities. During the festival period, demand
rises sharply for accommodation, food, clothing, transportation, and cultural
souvenirs. This increase in demand generates higher income for artisans, traders,
farmers, and service providers. Traditional craftsmen benefit from the sale of
bronze artworks, beads, carvings, and cultural costumes. The festival also
creates temporary employment opportunities for youths as guides, performers,
security aides, and event organizers.15 Media coverage and publicity further
enhance the economic value of the festival. Government agencies and private
sponsors often invest resources in the celebration, injecting funds into the local
economy. Consequently, the Igue Festival acts as a seasonal economic catalyst
that supports livelihoods and stimulates regional economic growth. One of the
most direct economic benefits of the Igue Festival is the boost it provides to local
trade and commerce. During the festive period, vendors selling food, drinks,

traditional clothing, beads, artworks, and souvenirs experience high demand.
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Artisans such as bronze casters, wood carvers, and bead makers gain increased
patronage for their crafts."

These activities stimulate small and medium-scale enterprises, contributing to
local economic growth. The festival also creates employment opportunities, both
temporary and long-term. Jobs are generated in areas such as transportation,
security, event organization, hospitality, and entertainment. Youths and women,
in particular, benefit from these opportunities by engaging in festival-related
services. This increased employment helps reduce poverty and improves the
standard of living within the community.

Tourism development linked to the Igue Festival further supports economic
advancement. Hotels, guesthouses, and transport services benefit from increased
patronage as visitors require accommodation and mobility. As tourism grows,
investors may be encouraged to develop better hospitality and recreational
facilities. This not only enhances the local economy but also positions the region
as a sustainable cultural tourism destination.'” Moreover, the Igue Festival
encourages government and private-sector investment in infrastructure and
public services. To accommodate visitors, improvements are often made to

roads, electricity, sanitation, and security. These infrastructural developments
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support broader economic activities beyond the festival period and create a more
conducive environment for business growth. The Igue Festival contributes
significantly to economic advancement by stimulating trade, creating
employment, promoting tourism, and encouraging infrastructure development.'
By transforming cultural celebration into economic opportunity, the festival
demonstrates how indigenous traditions can drive sustainable economic
progress while preserving cultural identity.

Socio-Cultural Impact of Igue Festivals

The socio-cultural impact of the Igue Festival is evident in its strong ability to
unite people. It brings together families, communities, traditional leaders, and
visitors in a shared cultural experience. The festival reinforces respect for
traditional authority, especially the central role of the Oba of Benin. Communal
values such as unity, cooperation, and respect for elders are emphasized during
the celebrations. The festival also provides a platform for cultural education and
the transmission of social norms. Younger generations learn acceptable behavior,
customs, and responsibilities through participation and observation.”
Intercultural exchange occurs as visitors interact with locals and learn about

Benin traditions. Overall, the Igue Festival strengthens social harmony, cultural
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pride, and collective identity.

One major socio-cultural impact of the Igue Festival is the preservation and
transmission of cultural heritage. Through traditional rites, music, dance, oral
traditions, and symbolic performances, the festival safeguards indigenous
knowledge and practices. Elders and palace chiefs play key roles in guiding these
activities, ensuring accuracy and authenticity. Younger generations learn about
Benin history, customs, and moral codes by observing and participating, which
helps sustain cultural continuity.20 The festival also promotes social cohesion
and unity within the community. It brings together people from different families,
age groups, and social backgrounds to celebrate shared heritage. Indigenes living
outside the community often return home to participate, strengthening family ties
and communal bonds. This collective participation fosters peace, cooperation,
and a strong sense of belonging among the people.

Another important socio-cultural impact is the reinforcement of moral and social
values. The rituals and teachings associated with the Igue Festival emphasize
respect for elders, obedience to tradition, discipline, and communal responsibility.
These values guide social behavior and contribute to social order within the

community.21 By celebrating these principles publicly, the festival helps maintain
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ethical standards and cultural norms. The Igue Festival also enhances cultural
pride and identity. The display of royal regalia, coral beads, traditional attire, and
indigenous art forms highlights the richness and uniqueness of Benin culture.
This visibility strengthens self-esteem among community members and
encourages them to protect their heritage from erosion by external influences. It
also promotes cultural awareness and appreciation among visitors and younger
generations.”’ The Igue Festival plays a vital socio-cultural role in Benin society.
By preserving traditions, strengthening unity, reinforcing values, and promoting
cultural pride, the festival contributes to social stability and cultural
sustainability. Its continued celebration ensures that the Benin people remain
connected to their history while confidently expressing their cultural identity in a
changing world.

Igue Festival and Poverty Alleviation

The Igue Festival contributes to poverty alleviation by creating multiple income-
generating opportunities linked to tourism and cultural activities. Local residents
earn income by selling crafts, agricultural products, traditional food, and cultural
services to visitors. The development of tourism associated with the festival

. . . . . 22
helps diversify income sources beyond farming and informal labor.” Small-scale
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traders and artisans experience increased sales during the festival period.

Women play a significant role through food vending, craft production, and
hospitality services. Youths also benefit by gaining temporary employment and
entrepreneurial experience. Over time, these earnings help improve household
welfare and reduce economic vulnerability. Thus, the Igue Festival serves as a
tool for inclusive economic empowerment, poverty reduction, and sustainable
tourism development.

One key way the Igue Festival helps reduce poverty is through job creation.
During the festival period, temporary employment opportunities arise in areas
such as transportation, security, catering, event organization, and entertainment.
Many youths and women engage in these activities, earning income that helps
meet household needs. These opportunities, though seasonal, provide financial
relief and skills that can be applied beyond the festival. The festival also
supports small-scale traders and artisans.” Local vendors selling food, drinks,
traditional clothing, beads, crafts, and souvenirs experience increased sales.
Artisans involved in bronze casting, wood carving, beadwork, and costume
making benefit from higher demand for their products. This boosts household

incomes and encourages entrepreneurship, helping families move away from
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extreme poverty.

Tourism linked to the Igue Festival further enhances poverty alleviation
efforts. Hotels, guesthouses, and transport operators benefit from increased
patronage, while rural and semi-urban areas gain visibility as cultural
destinations. As tourism grows, it encourages investment in hospitality and
related services, creating more sustainable income opportunities for community
members. In addition, the Igue Festival promotes social inclusion and community
support systems. Profits and resources generated during the festival often
circulate within the community, strengthening informal support networks.”
Communal participation and shared benefits reduce economic inequality and
foster collective responsibility for community welfare. The Igue Festival plays an
important role in poverty alleviation by generating income, creating jobs,
supporting small businesses, and promoting tourism. By transforming cultural
celebration into economic opportunity, the festival helps improve living standards
while preserving cultural heritage, making it a valuable tool for sustainable
community development.

Igue Festival Improves Public Infrastructure

Preparation for the Igue Festival plays a significant role in improving



.

public infrastructure within Benin City and its surrounding communities.
As the festival approaches, government authorities and community leaders often
prioritize repairing roads, improving transportation routes, and upgrading public
facilities to accommodate the influx of visitors. These improvements help to
ensure smoother movement, reduce congestion, and enhance overall safety
during the celebration period. In addition to road repairs, public spaces and
cultural sites receive special attention. Parks, palace surroundings, and historical
landmarks are cleaned, renovated, and sometimes beautified to reflect the
cultural importance of the festival.” These upgrades not only preserve cultural
heritage but also make such locations more attractive and functional for both
tourists and local residents long after the festival has ended.

Environmental cleanliness is another major focus during festival preparations.
Waste management systems are strengthened, and sanitation services are
intensified before and throughout the event. Community members become more
aware of the importance of proper waste disposal, while authorities enforce
cleanliness to maintain a healthy environment. This heightened awareness often
encourages better environmental habits beyond the festival period. Consequently,

the Igue Festival contributes significantly to improving both infrastructure and
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environmental quality in the host community.26 The beautification of streets,
improved sanitation, and upgraded public facilities enhance the city’s
appearance and livability. As a result, the festival goes beyond cultural
celebration, leaving lasting benefits that support sustainable development and

improved quality of life for local residents.
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Organizational Challenges

The organization of the Igue Festival is often confronted with several challenges
that affect its smooth planning and execution. One major challenge is
inadequate funding, as the festival requires substantial financial resources for
logistics, security, cultural displays, accommodation of visitors, and maintenance
of traditional activities. Another challenge is poor infrastructural facilities such as
bad roads, limited transportation systems, and insufficient tourism facilities,
which can discourage visitors and reduce partic:ipation.27 Security concerns,
crowd control, and the management of large gatherings also pose significant
difficulties to organizers, especially in ensuring the safety of participants and
tourists. In addition, the influence of modernization and westernization has
contributed to declining interest among some youths in traditional cultural
practices, thereby threatening the preservation of the festival’s cultural values.
Political interference, poor coordination among stakeholders, and environmental
sanitation issues during the celebration further complicate the effective

organization of the festival.



.

-

Endnotes

1. D. Omoruan and L.E. Etsename, “Histo-Cultural Discourse on the Igue

Festival, Pre/Post Benin Invasion and the Reparation Debate”, International
Journal of Research and Innovation in Social Science (IJRISS), vol. 8, Iss. 3,
2024, pp. 1040-1051.

D. U. Edebiri, Benin Historical Essays (Benin City: Allen Publishers, 2005), pp.

12-23.

J.U. Egharevba, “The Cultural Significance of Festivals in the Benin
Kingdom”, African Journal of Art, Social Sciences and Humanities, vol. 1, no.
1, pp. 123-135.

Dohlvik, Charlotta. “Museums and Their Voices: A Contemporary Study of the
Benin Bronzes”. International Museum Studies, 2006, p. 7.

Greenfield, Janette. The Return of Cultural Treasures. London: Cambridge

University Press, 2007, p. 124.

6. Interview with Aibangbe Agbonzee 45 Years Civil Servant House of
Assembly, Edo State, 2/2/2026.

Bondarenko, D. M. Homoarchy: A Principle of Culture's Organization. The
13th — 19th Centuries Benin Kingdom as a Non-State Super-complex Society.
Moscow: URSS, 2006, p. 120.

Onokerhoraye, A. G. “Urbanism as an Organ of Traditional African

Civilization: The Example of Benin, Nigeria”. Civilizations’ 25, 1975, pp. 294-

305.

9. Interview with Asemota Edebiri Joseph 34 Year Businessman Oba
Market, Ring Road, Benin City, 3/1/2026.

10. W.E. Ehianu and M. Idumwonyi, “Igue Festival among the Benin People:

Response and Resilience of Indigenous Religion. African Indigenous Religious



Traditions in Local and Global Contexts”. Perspectives on Nigeria, 2015, pp.
238-239.

11. E. P. Rutagand, ‘The Role of Cultural Festivals in Promoting Social Cohesion
and Cultural Understanding”, International Journal of Humanity and Social
Sciences, vol. 3, Iss. no. 2, 2024, pp. 13 — 25.

12. G. Delanty, “The Transformative Power of Cultural Festivals”, Journal of
Cultural Sociology, vol. 6, no. 3, pp. 321-340.

13. Interview with Edobor Akugbe Rosaline 55 Years Businesswoman
New-Benin, Benin City, 2/1/2026.

14. Interview with Eghosa Ehinoma Friday 39 Years Teacher Edo Boys
Grammar School, Benin City, 7/2/2026

15. C. Maughan and F. Bianchini, “The Social Impact of Cultural Festivals in the
UK”, Journal of Policy Research in Tourism, Leisure and Events, vol. 6, no. 2,
pp. 106-119.

16. M. Silva, “The role of Carnival in Promoting Social Cohesion in Brazil”,
Brazilian Journal of Social Sciences, vol. 34, no. 2, pp. 215-234.

17. R. 0. Asemota, “Understanding Essentials of Igue Festival of Benin People in
Promoting Traditional Peace”, EBSU Journal of Social Sciences and
Humanities, vol. 14, no. 4). 2024, pp. 1-22.

18. A. Ozioruwa, “Oba of Benin begin Igue Festival with Homage to Ancestors”.
The Vanguard Newspaper, Thursday, 22 December 2022, p. 12.

19. A. 0. Osarumwense, Igue Festival and the British Invasion of Benin 1987: The
Violation of a People Culture and Sovereignty. 31 March 2014, 6(2) pp. 1-5.

20. A. R. Osatohanmwen, “Understanding Essentials of Igue Festival of Benin
People in Promoting Traditional Peace”, EBSU Journal of Social Sciences and



Humanities, vol. 14, no. 4, pp. 1-22.
21. Ibid.
22. bid.

23. S. 0. Osakue, “Igue Ceremony as a Theatrical Performance: An Appraisal”,
Studies of Tribes and Tribals, vol. 6, no. 2, 2008, pp. 111-115.

24. J. Egharevba, A Short History of Benin (Ibadan: Ibadan University Press,
1960), pp. 33-47.

25. Zaccheus Onumba Dibiaezue Memorial Libraries, “Igue Festival: A Unique
Benin Celebration’, Daily Thrust, 2019.

26. D. A. Orobator and V. O. Aiguobarueghian, “Regaining the Lost Heritage: A
Critique of the Revival of Igue Festival in Benin”, Nigeria, Icheke Journal of the
Faculty of Humanities, vol. 18, no.3, 2020, pp. 13-25.



.

CHAPTER FIVE
CONCLUSION

This study examined the role of festivals in fostering cross cultural
understanding, cooperation and development using Igwe Festival Edo State as a
case study. The study has shown that festivals, particularly the Igue Festival in
Edo State, play a crucial role in preserving and promoting cultural identity. By
showcasing the rich traditions, beliefs, and values of the Edo people, the festival
provides a platform for participants to engage with their heritage, reinforcing
cultural pride and awareness. These cultural expressions are not limited to the
Edo people alone; they also attract visitors from other regions and countries,
creating opportunities for cross-cultural interaction and fostering a deeper
understanding of diverse cultural perspectives.

In addition to preserving culture, the Igue Festival serves as a powerful
mechanism for social interaction and cooperation. Through shared rituals,
communal activities, and festive events, participants from different ethnic, social,
and age groups come together in harmony, building social bonds and mutual
respect. The festival encourages dialogue, collaboration, and collective

participation, which helps reduce social tensions and promotes peaceful
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coexistence between host communities and visitors. This demonstrates that
festivals are not only celebrations but also instruments for strengthening social
cohesion.

Economically, the Igue Festival contributes to local development by
stimulating tourism, creating business opportunities, and generating revenue for
small-scale traders and hospitality services. The influx of visitors and the
visibility of the festival also encourage local governments and traditional
institutions to invest in infrastructure and public amenities, such as roads, event
spaces, and utilities. While the direct link between the festival and large-scale
infrastructural development may be limited, the festival’s indirect influence on
economic activity and urban improvement highlights its potential as a catalyst
for sustainable development.

Generally, the study concludes that festivals like Igue are multi-dimensional tools
that simultaneously promote cultural preservation, social harmony, and local
development. They foster cross-cultural understanding, encourage cooperation
among diverse groups, and contribute to the socio-economic growth of host
communities. To maximize these benéfits, it is recommended that policymakers,

traditional authorities, and community stakeholders strategically support, plan,
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and sustain festivals, ensuring that they continue to serve as platforms for
cultural celebration, social integration, and holistic development

The findings in this chapter reveal that festivals in Edo State are central to the
preservation and expression of cultural identity. By identifying and describing the
major festivals, it is clear that each celebration embodies distinct cultural values,
beliefs, and traditions that reflect the historical and social heritage of the Edo
people. These festivals serve not only as occasions for entertainment and ritual
observance but also as platforms where participants from diverse ethnic, social,
and age groups come together, thereby enhancing mutual understanding and
appreciation of cultural diversity.

Moreover, the chapter highlights that cross-cultural engagement during
festivals fosters learning, respect, and dialogue among participants, encouraging
communities to recognize and celebrate differences while building shared
experiences. This process contributes to the broader development of social
cohesion and intercultural competence, showing that festivals are more than
cultural spectacles they are dynamic instruments for bridging divides and
fostering inclusive societies.

This study demonstrates that festivals function as critical spaces for social



.

-

interaction and collaboration, providing opportunities for communities to come
together in a spirit of cooperation. Festival-related activities, such as communal
ceremonies, performances, and shared rituals, encourage collaboration between
residents and visitors, strengthen communal bonds, and promote a sense of
belonging among participants. Such interactions are essential for nurturing
social networks that support harmonious coexistence and mutual support within
and across communities.

Additionally, the chapter underscores that festivals contribute to peaceful
coexistence by providing neutral grounds where differences whether ethnic,
social, or generational are temporarily set aside in favor of shared celebration.
Through repeated engagement and collective participation, festivals help reduce
social tensions, foster dialogue, and build trust among diverse groups. These
findings highlight the potential of festivals as instruments for peacebuilding and
social stability, demonstrating their value beyond cultural or entertainment
purposes.

The study shows that the Igue Festival has a significant influence on the
economic, social, and infrastructural development of Benin Kingdom.

Economically, the festival attracts visitors and stimulates local commerce,



.

creating opportunities for small-scale businesses, tourism, and service providers.
Socially, it reinforces community engagement and cultural pride, uniting residents
and visitors in celebration while preserving and promoting Edo traditions. This
dual role highlights the festival as both a cultural and economic asset for the
region.

In terms of infrastructure, while direct improvements are not always easily
measured, the festival indirectly encourages investment in public utilities, roads,
and event facilities, as both government and community stakeholders recognize
the benefits of supporting large cultural gatherings. Overall, the Igue Festival
exemplifies how cultural heritage can be leveraged to drive holistic development,
fostering social cohesion, economic growth, and urban improvement while
maintaining the rich cultural legacy of Benin Kingdom.

The study concludes that festivals in Edo State, particularly the Igue Festival, are
powerful vehicles for cultural preservation, cross-cultural understanding, and
social cohesion. By bringing together participants from diverse backgrounds,
festivals promote dialogue, cooperation, and mutual appreciation of cultural
heritage, reinforcing shared values and peaceful coexistence among

communities. These findings emphasize that festivals are not only celebrations

-
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of tradition but also instruments that shape social relations and intercultural
understanding.

Consequently, this study demonstrates that festivals like Igue have the potential
to contribute to economic and infrastructural development. Through tourism,
local business stimulation, and increased attention to civic amenities, festivals
indirectly support growth and urban improvement while fostering a sense of
community pride. To maximize these benefits, it is recommended that
governments, traditional institutions, and local stakeholders collaborate to plan,
promote, and sustain festivals, ensuring that they continue to advance cultural,

social, and economic development in Edo State.
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