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ABSTRACT

This study was designed to examine students’ conceptual understanding and

misconceptions of evolutionary concepts in Biology, with particular emphasis on natural

selection and adaptation. Two research questions and one null hypothesis were

formulated for the study.

The study adopted a descriptive survey research design. The population of the

study comprised 5,493 senior secondary school students drawn from thirteen (13) public

senior secondary schools in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State. A sample of 120

students was selected using simple random sampling technique from four randomly

selected schools. Data were collected using a Two-Tier Diagnostic Test (TTDT) adapted

from West African Examinations Council (WAEC) questions on evolution. The

instrument was subjected to face and content validity by experts, while the data obtained

were analyzed using frequency counts, percentages, mean and standard deviation. The

null hypothesis was tested using independent samples t-test at 0.05 level of significance.

The findings revealed that a large proportion of students demonstrated

misconceptions and low levels of understanding of key evolutionary concepts. The results

further showed that there was a significant difference between male and female students’

understanding of evolution, with female students having a higher mean score than their

male counterparts. Based on the findings, it was recommended, among others, that

Biology teachers should adopt interactive and student-centered instructional strategies

and ensure gender-sensitive teaching approaches to enhance students’ conceptual

understanding of evolution.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study

Biology, as the science of life, seeks to explain the structure, function, growth, origin,

evolution, and distribution of living organisms. It provides learners with the knowledge

and skills to understand themselves, other living things, and the natural environment.

Beyond its academic value, Biology equips students with scientific literacy that is vital

for addressing real-world challenges such as disease management, food security, climate

change, and biodiversity conservation (Campbell & Reece, 2019). As one of the

foundational subjects in science education, Biology plays a central role in preparing

students for careers in medicine, agriculture, biotechnology, and environmental science,

while also fostering informed citizenship.

Within Biology, evolution is a unifying concept that explains the diversity of life on

Earth. It describes how living organisms change over time through mechanisms such as

natural selection, genetic drift, mutation, and gene flow. Its principles, first articulated by

Charles Darwin in his seminal work On the Origin of Species, explain how species

change over time through the process of natural selection. Other important concepts in

evolutionary Biology include genetic drift, gene flow, and mutation. A good grasp of

these ideas is important for understanding things like how bacteria become resistant to

antibiotics, how new viruses develop, and how to protect biodiversity (Barnes, Elser, &

Brownell, 2024). Understanding evolution is crucial not only for comprehending how
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species arise and adapt but also for solving pressing global issues. For instance,

knowledge of evolutionary processes helps explain antibiotic resistance in bacteria, the

emergence of new viruses, and strategies for conserving endangered species (Glaze &

Goldston, 2015).

However, many students, of all levels of education, from secondary school to university,

have a hard time understanding evolution. Studies show that a lot of students have

significant misconceptions about it (Slovin, 2021; Rutledge & Mitchell, 2016). These

aren't just gaps in knowledge; they're often deep-seated beliefs that conflict with

scientific explanations. For example, many students mistakenly think organisms evolve

because they "need" or "want" to. They believe an animal "tries" to adapt, instead of

understanding that a population naturally has variations and the environment simply

"selects" the most successful individuals (Kampourakis, 2016). Another common

misconception is thinking that an individual animal changes during its lifetime, rather

than a whole population changing over many generations.

The complexity of evolution, which happens over long periods and involves random

events, is also a major challenge for students. They struggle with concepts like deep time,

random genetic mutations, and how natural selection isn't random (Jaiswal & Singh,

2021). These ideas are abstract and counter-intuitive, making them hard to learn and

remember. The reliance on indirect evidence, such as fossils and DNA similarities, also

makes it difficult, as it requires students to think critically and make inferences.
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Emotional and social factors also play a big part. In many places, evolution is a

controversial topic, often clashing with personal or religious beliefs. Students may come

to class with beliefs that contradict scientific facts, which can make them less willing to

learn (Barnes, Elser, & Brownell, 2019; Glaze, 2018). The way evolution is taught can

also be a problem. Traditional methods, which often involve memorizing definitions and

facts, aren't very effective at changing these deep-seated misconceptions (Tibell & Harms,

2017). These methods often fail to involve students in the kind of hands-on learning

needed to truly understand the concepts.

Poor understanding of evolution has serious consequences. People who don't understand

evolution are not prepared to make smart decisions about important topics like public

health and environmental conservation. In school, a weak foundation in evolution can

hinder a student's progress in more advanced Biology courses. This is why this study

aims in accessing and enhancing students understanding on evolution.

Statement of the Problem

Biology, as a fundamental scientific discipline, imparts essential knowledge and skills for

comprehending living processes, the environment, and their relevance to human well-

being. In this field, evolution is a common concept that helps us understand the variety of

life and forms the basis of modern Biology. Nonetheless, despite its significance, students

frequently find it challenging to understand evolutionary principles, which adversely

impacts their general understanding of Biology.
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Research has consistently demonstrated that numerous students maintain enduring beliefs

regarding evolution. Some assert that creatures develop out of necessity, while others

contend that individuals, rather than populations, undergo change throughout their

existence (Kampourakis, 2016; Slovin, 2021). These concepts are not merely deficiencies

in knowledge; they signify profound misconceptions that contradict scientific

elucidations (Ajaja & Obigbor, 2023). Consequently, students are unable to relate

evolutionary concepts to practical challenges as antibiotic resistance, biodiversity

preservation, and the emergence of new diseases (Barnes, Elser, & Brownell, 2024).

Examination bodies have also said that students don't do well on tests about evolution.

The WAEC Chief Examiner's Report (2019) said, for example, that many students didn't

describe natural selection, variation, and adaptation in enough detail. Similar findings by

Nigerian researchers underscore that these deficiencies persist, in part due to

conventional pedagogical approaches that prioritise rote memorisation over substantive

interaction (Onowugbeda, 2020; Ogundeji, Bungudu, & Ibrahim, 2025).

A significant amount of research has concentrated on cataloguing misunderstandings;

nevertheless, there is a limited number of studies examining the efficacy of educational

practices explicitly designed to enhance students' understanding of evolution. Other

studies have shown that strategies like conceptual change instruction, inquiry-based

learning, 5E learning cycle models, the use of analogies and simulations, problem-based

learning, collaborative group discussions, and the integration of indigenous knowledge

can help people understand things better (Tibell & Harms, 2017; Onowugbeda, 2020).
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Nonetheless, these methodologies are infrequently used consistently in Nigerian

classrooms, resulting in a deficiency in both practice and research.

Research Questions

This study is guided by the following research questions:

1. What percentage of students have a correct understanding and misunderstanding of

evolutionary concepts such as natural selection and adaptation?

2. Is there a difference in the percentage of male and female students with a correct

understanding and misunderstanding of evolution?

Research Hypotheses

Only research question two(2) was hypothesized for this study;

H₀₁: There is no significant difference between male and female students in their

correct understanding and misunderstanding of evolution.

Purpose of the Study

The main purpose of the study is to investigate and enhance student understanding of

evolution. Specifically, the study aims to:

1. To determine the percentage of students who have a correct understanding and

misunderstanding of evolutionary concepts such as natural selection and

adaptation.

2. To investigate whether there is a difference in the percentage of male and female

students with a correct understanding and misunderstanding of evolution..
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Significance of the Study

The significance of this study lies in its potential to improve students' understanding

of evolution, a central concept in Biology education. By identifying common

misconceptions and testing effective instructional strategies, the study provides valuable

insights that can enhance student understanding and performance. For students, this

research is crucial in helping them overcome deeply ingrained misconceptions about

evolution, which often hinder their learning. The findings will enable students to better

grasp evolutionary principles, improving their academic performance in Biology and

fostering critical thinking skills necessary for solving real-world problems in health,

environmental conservation, and biodiversity.

For teachers, this study offers an important contribution by identifying the most common

misconceptions that students hold and providing practical strategies to address them. By

adopting these effective teaching methods, teachers can move beyond traditional rote

learning and create more engaging, student-centered lessons that promote deeper

understanding. This shift towards more interactive and conceptual approaches will

ultimately enhance the quality of Biology education.

Academically, this research adds to the body of knowledge regarding the teaching and

learning of evolution, particularly in the context of Nigerian secondary schools. It offers

empirical evidence on how misconceptions can be effectively addressed and how

instructional strategies can be tailored to improve understanding. Researchers and

educators will find the results useful for further studies on science education and
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pedagogical strategies, potentially influencing future research directions in the field of

Biology education.

For the government and policymakers, the study’s findings have significant implications

for educational reform. By providing evidence of the challenges students face in learning

evolution and the effectiveness of different teaching strategies, the study can inform

policy decisions regarding curriculum development, teacher training, and resource

allocation. The research highlights the need for a more targeted approach in addressing

the gaps in Biology education, particularly in the teaching of complex topics like

evolution.

On a broader societal level, improving students' understanding of evolution contributes to

the development of scientifically literate citizens. Such knowledge is crucial for making

informed decisions on key societal issues such as public health, climate change, and

environmental sustainability. By enhancing the quality of Biology education, this study

supports the development of a more scientifically informed society, capable of addressing

the challenges of the 21st century.

Scope and Delimitation of the Study

This research work is focused on the investigation of students’ understanding of

evolution in senior secondary schools in Egor L.G.A, Edo state. The study will focus on

key evolutionary concepts including natural selection, adaptation, and speciation. The

study is limited to senior secondary school student in Egor L.G. A, Edo state and does not

extend to other disciplines
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Definition of Terms

1. Evolution: The process by which different kinds of living organisms are thought

to have developed and diversified from earlier forms during the history of the

earth.

2. Natural Selection: The process whereby organisms better adapted to their

environment tend to survive and produce more offspring.

3. Understanding: A deep and thorough view of a concept, including the ability to

explain, interpret, and apply it in different contexts.

4. Misconceptions: Ideas or beliefs about a concept that are inconsistent with

scientific understanding.
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CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter focuses on the review of relevant and related literature to the concern of this

study. It is discussed under the following subheadings:

 Theoretical Framework

 Introduction to Evolutionary Concepts

 Students' Understanding of Evolutionary Concepts

 Gender Differences in Understanding Evolution

 Instructional Methods in Teaching Evolution

 Assessing Student Understanding of Evolution

 Impact of Misunderstandings on Learning Evolution

 Summary of Review of Related Literature.

Theoretical Framework

This study is grounded in two interrelated theoretical perspectives: Constructivist

Learning Theory and Cognitive Load Theory . Both frameworks provide valuable insight

into how sports can foster social inclusion and diversity within the university context.

While each theory offers a distinct lens for understanding these dynamics, Constructivist

Learning Theory is ultimately adopted as the primary theoretical underpinning for this

research.
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Constructivist Learning Theory (Jean Piaget & Lev Vygotsky)

Constructivist learning theory, primarily developed by Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky,

posits that learners actively construct their knowledge through interactions with their

environment and through social interactions. Piaget (1972) introduced the idea that

cognitive development occurs in stages, with children building on their existing

knowledge structures as they interact with their world. Vygotsky (1978), on the other

hand, emphasized the role of social interaction and cultural context in cognitive

development, introducing concepts like the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) and

scaffolding, which suggest that learners achieve greater understanding with the help of

more knowledgeable others.

This theory is highly relevant to the study of enhancing students' understanding of

evolutionary concepts. Evolutionary theory involves complex concepts such as natural

selection, adaptation, and speciation, which require students to actively engage with the

material and build on their existing knowledge. The constructivist approach suggests that

students’ understanding of evolution is not simply delivered to them through direct

instruction but is developed through their active engagement with the material and their

ability to link new ideas with what they already know. The theory also implies that

misunderstandings or misconceptions in biology (like misunderstandings about evolution)

can be addressed by creating learning environments where students are encouraged to

explore, discuss, and challenge their ideas.
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In terms of the study, the constructivist approach aligns with the objective of accessing

and enhancing students’ understanding of evolution by promoting activities that allow

students to construct knowledge through inquiry, problem-solving, and peer interactions.

For instance, using simulations or interactive learning activities, as proposed by this

theory, could help students engage with and internalize concepts like natural selection

and adaptation by actively participating in the learning process rather than passively

receiving information. By engaging students in problem-solving tasks, teachers can help

correct misconceptions and deepen students' understanding of evolution.

Constructivist learning theory provides a solid framework for understanding how

students learn complex concepts in biology, especially evolution. It supports the idea that

students need to actively construct their understanding, and it emphasizes the importance

of addressing misconceptions about evolution through active engagement and social

interaction. This approach is particularly effective when combined with inquiry-based

learning strategies that encourage exploration and critical thinking, which are central to

the study’s objectives of improving students' understanding of evolutionary concepts.

The Constructivist Learning Theory is the most relevant theory for this study on

enhancing students' understanding of evolution. Evolutionary concepts require students to

actively engage with and build upon their existing knowledge. This theory supports the

idea that students will better understand evolutionary concepts when they are encouraged

to explore, discuss, and actively construct their understanding through social interaction
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and inquiry-based learning activities. Misconceptions about evolution can be addressed

through methods that foster active engagement and critical thinking.

Cognitive Load Theory (John Sweller)

Cognitive Load Theory, developed by John Sweller in the late 1980s, suggests that

learning is most effective when cognitive load the mental effort required to process

information is optimized. According to Sweller (1988), there are three types of cognitive

load: intrinsic, extraneous, and germane. Intrinsic load is related to the inherent difficulty

of the material, extraneous load is the additional mental effort caused by poorly designed

instructional methods, and germane load refers to the mental effort used for processing

and understanding the material.

Cognitive Load Theory is relevant to the study of students' understanding of evolution, as

it helps explain how students can become overwhelmed when faced with complex

concepts like natural selection, adaptation, and speciation. Evolutionary concepts require

students to process multiple pieces of information simultaneously, making them

cognitively demanding. According to this theory, students' ability to understand evolution

can be hindered if the cognitive load is too high, leading to confusion or disengagement.

Therefore, educators must carefully design instructional materials and activities that

reduce unnecessary cognitive load while still challenging students to engage with the

material meaningfully.

The relevance of Cognitive Load Theory to the topic is clear when considering the

inherent complexity of evolutionary theory. To ensure that students understand the
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concepts of evolution, instructional approaches should be designed to minimize

extraneous cognitive load by simplifying complex ideas and presenting them in

manageable chunks. For example, breaking down the process of natural selection into

clear steps or using visual aids (diagrams, animations) could help students focus on

understanding the core concepts without being overwhelmed by unnecessary complexity.

Although Cognitive Load Theory is relevant to many areas of education, it is particularly

significant for the study of evolution due to the complexity of the content. This theory

suggests that optimizing the presentation of information in a way that minimizes

cognitive overload is essential for effective learning. For the study of evolution, this

means employing instructional strategies that reduce unnecessary complexity and provide

students with opportunities to focus on the key concepts and processes. By ensuring that

students are not overwhelmed by extraneous cognitive load, the study can improve how

students engage with and understand evolution.

Introduction to Evolutionary Concepts

Evolution is a fundamental principle in biology that explains the diversity of life on Earth.

It is the process by which organisms change over time through variations in traits, which

may be passed down to offspring. The core mechanisms of evolution natural selection,

adaptation, and speciation are essential to understanding how life evolves and how new

species emerge. The study of evolution helps students understand the complexity of life

and the interconnectedness of all living organisms, making it a crucial concept in biology

education.
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Natural selection is the process by which traits that increase an organism’s chances of

survival and reproduction become more common in a population over generations.

Charles Darwin's theory of natural selection, which was developed in the 19th century,

remains the cornerstone of evolutionary biology (Darwin, 1859). In modern contexts,

natural selection is understood as a driving force behind evolutionary change, where

advantageous traits are more likely to be inherited by subsequent generations. For

example, in a population of animals where individuals with a certain trait (like a thicker

fur coat) are better suited to cold climates, those individuals are more likely to survive

and reproduce, passing on that trait to their offspring. Recent studies have continued to

validate and expand Darwin’s ideas, highlighting the complexity and multifactorial

nature of natural selection in contemporary ecosystems (Hendry et al., 2018).

Adaptation refers to the changes in organisms that make them better suited to their

environment. These adaptations occur as a result of evolutionary pressures such as

climate, predation, and competition. Adaptations can be structural (e.g., the development

of camouflage in prey species), behavioral (e.g., migration patterns), or physiological

(e.g., the ability of certain animals to withstand extreme temperatures). These adaptations

are the result of gradual changes that accumulate over time, shaping organisms to better

fit their environment. According to Simpson (2019), adaptation is one of the most

observable outcomes of evolution and serves as evidence of evolutionary processes

occurring in natural populations. The study of adaptations helps students understand the
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concept of evolution as an ongoing process that continues to shape species in response to

environmental changes.

Speciation is the process through which new species arise from a common ancestor. It

often occurs when populations of a species become geographically isolated and evolve

independently over time. This isolation can result from physical barriers like rivers or

mountains or from behavioral differences that prevent individuals from mating with each

other. Over time, these isolated populations accumulate enough genetic differences that

they can no longer interbreed, resulting in the formation of distinct species. Speciation is

central to evolutionary theory as it explains how biodiversity emerges over time. A study

by Losos and Baughman (2019) illustrated speciation in anoles, a genus of lizards, where

populations separated by environmental barriers diverged into distinct species,

highlighting the role of geographic isolation in speciation.

Understanding evolution is crucial for students in biology education as it provides a

unified framework for explaining the diversity of life. Evolution connects various

biological concepts, from genetics to ecology, and offers explanations for a wide range of

phenomena, including the development of antibiotic resistance, the emergence of new

diseases, and the conservation of endangered species (Salisbury et al., 2019).

Evolutionary theory also provides students with a lens through which to view the history

of life on Earth, allowing them to understand how complex life forms evolved from

simpler organisms.
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The importance of teaching evolution in biology education cannot be overstated.

Evolution is not just an abstract theory; it has practical implications for fields such as

medicine, agriculture, and environmental science. For example, understanding how

bacteria evolve resistance to antibiotics helps medical professionals manage and treat

infectious diseases more effectively (Hodgson et al., 2018). Similarly, knowledge of

evolutionary principles is critical for conservation biology, where understanding the

evolutionary history of species can aid in their protection and restoration (Briggs et al.,

2020).

However, despite its centrality to biology, research has shown that many students

struggle to understand evolutionary concepts fully. Misconceptions about evolution are

common and can significantly hinder students' grasp of key ideas. For instance, students

often misunderstand the nature of natural selection, viewing it as a random or purposeful

process, when in fact it is driven by environmental pressures and genetic variation (Roth

& Wilson, 2018). Additionally, the concept of speciation, which involves long periods of

time and complex mechanisms, can be difficult for students to grasp. Such

misunderstandings can lead to gaps in knowledge and hinder the development of a

comprehensive understanding of biology as a whole.

To address these challenges, it is essential to implement effective instructional strategies

that can engage students with evolutionary concepts and correct misconceptions.

Interactive simulations, inquiry-based learning, and problem-solving activities are among

the most effective methods for enhancing students' understanding of evolution (Hsu &
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Wang, 2020). These strategies encourage active participation, helping students to

internalize the processes of evolution by engaging with real-world examples and

phenomena.

The concepts of natural selection, adaptation, and speciation are foundational to

understanding evolution. They explain how life on Earth has evolved and continues to

evolve over time. The importance of teaching these concepts in biology education is

immense, as they provide students with a framework for understanding the diversity of

life and the processes that have shaped it. Despite the challenges students face in grasping

these concepts, effective teaching strategies can help enhance their understanding of

evolution, ensuring that they are better equipped to understand the natural world and its

complexities. The integration of these key evolutionary concepts into biology curricula is

essential for fostering a deeper understanding of life sciences and ensuring that students

are well-prepared for advanced studies in biology and related fields.

Students' Understanding of Evolutionary Concepts

Students’ understanding of evolutionary concepts is central to their comprehension of

biology as a whole. Despite the importance of evolution in explaining the diversity of life

on Earth, many students struggle to grasp the key ideas related to evolutionary theory.

Evolutionary concepts such as natural selection, adaptation, and speciation can be

complex and difficult to understand, especially given that they often challenge students’

prior knowledge or misconceptions. Research into students’ understanding of evolution
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has highlighted common misconceptions and factors that influence how well students can

grasp these concepts.

Common misconceptions about evolution are widespread among students, often making

it difficult for them to fully understand the theory. One of the most common

misconceptions is the belief that evolution is a linear process, where organisms evolve in

a direct, step-by-step manner toward more "advanced" or "perfect" forms. This

misunderstanding often leads to the misconception that evolution has a predetermined

direction or goal (Roth & Wilson, 2018). In reality, evolution is a non-linear, branching

process influenced by random mutations, natural selection, and genetic drift. Students

may also misunderstand the concept of natural selection, viewing it as a purposeful

process or one that happens for the benefit of the species. This misconception fails to

recognize that natural selection acts on individual organisms and favors traits that

increase an individual’s chances of survival and reproduction, rather than benefiting the

species as a whole (Bishop & Anderson, 2019). Another misconception is that individual

organisms can evolve during their lifetime, rather than understanding that evolution

occurs at the population level over generations. These types of misconceptions can

significantly hinder students' understanding of evolutionary concepts and may persist

even after instruction if not explicitly addressed.

Another prevalent misconception is the misunderstanding of adaptation. Students often

mistakenly believe that adaptations occur because organisms "need" them, or that they

arise in response to environmental challenges faced by the organism. This view ignores
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the randomness of genetic mutations and the fact that adaptations arise through

differential survival and reproduction, not because organisms consciously "choose" to

adapt (Parker & Glick, 2020). Additionally, the misconception that all traits of an

organism must be adaptive is also common, as students may fail to recognize neutral or

non-adaptive traits that arise due to genetic drift or other evolutionary mechanisms

(Miller & Muenchen, 2018).

Several factors influence how well students understand evolutionary concepts, with prior

knowledge being one of the most significant. Research shows that students'

understanding of evolution is often shaped by their existing knowledge of biology,

genetics, and other scientific concepts (Bishop & Anderson, 2019). Students with a solid

foundation in basic biology are more likely to understand complex evolutionary concepts

like speciation and natural selection. In contrast, students who lack background

knowledge in genetics may struggle to comprehend how traits are passed on from one

generation to the next, limiting their ability to grasp the mechanisms of evolution. This

suggests that effective instruction in evolution must be built on a solid understanding of

foundational biological concepts, especially genetics.

Another factor influencing students' understanding of evolution is their cognitive

development and the way they process abstract scientific concepts. Evolutionary theory

involves understanding long-term processes and abstract concepts, such as genetic

variation, that are not easily observable. Piaget’s (1972) theory of cognitive development

explains that young learners are typically in the concrete operational stage and may
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struggle to understand abstract scientific ideas like evolution. For this reason, providing

concrete examples, hands-on activities, and simulations can help bridge the gap between

students’ cognitive development and the abstract nature of evolutionary theory (Hsu &

Wang, 2020). Additionally, students' misconceptions may be influenced by cultural,

religious, or social factors, which can create resistance to accepting evolutionary ideas.

Some students may be exposed to alternative explanations for the origins of life that

conflict with the scientific understanding of evolution, which can hinder their ability to

fully embrace the theory of evolution (Smith et al., 2019).

Instructional strategies also play a crucial role in enhancing students’ understanding of

evolution. Active learning techniques, such as inquiry-based learning and problem-

solving activities, have been shown to help students engage with evolutionary concepts

more deeply. These methods encourage students to explore concepts like natural selection,

adaptation, and speciation in a more interactive and hands-on way, making abstract ideas

more tangible and accessible (Hsu & Wang, 2020). Similarly, the use of visual aids, such

as diagrams, animations, and evolutionary trees, can provide students with a clearer

understanding of complex evolutionary processes by helping them visualize relationships

between species and the progression of evolutionary change over time (Salisbury et al.,

2019).

Students’ understanding of evolution is also influenced by the quality of the instructional

materials and the expertise of the teacher. Research indicates that teachers who are

knowledgeable about evolutionary biology and who use evidence-based teaching
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strategies are more likely to help students overcome misconceptions and develop a

correct understanding of evolutionary concepts (Miller & Muenchen, 2018). Teachers

who provide clear explanations, actively address misconceptions, and use a variety of

instructional tools are more likely to enhance students’ learning experiences and improve

their grasp of evolutionary theory.

In conclusion, while many students struggle with understanding evolutionary concepts,

effective teaching strategies can help address common misconceptions and improve their

understanding. Misunderstandings about evolution are widespread and often stem from

the way students perceive natural selection, adaptation, and speciation. By identifying

these misconceptions and tailoring instruction to students’ cognitive levels and prior

knowledge, educators can enhance students’ comprehension of evolution. Instructional

strategies that emphasize active learning, visual aids, and real-world applications of

evolutionary concepts are particularly effective in helping students develop a deeper

understanding of this critical area of biology. Addressing the factors that influence

students’ understanding of evolution will ultimately help students overcome their

misconceptions and achieve a more accurate and comprehensive understanding of

evolutionary theory.

Gender Differences in Understanding Evolution

Gender differences in understanding evolutionary concepts in biology education is an

important area of research, as it can provide insights into how various factors such as

teaching methods, cognitive development, and societal influences shape students’



22

comprehension of scientific topics. While there is increasing recognition of the role of

gender in science education, the relationship between gender and understanding of

complex biological theories, such as evolution, remains a subject of debate.

Understanding gender differences in science education and how they impact students'

grasp of evolutionary concepts is crucial for developing more inclusive and effective

teaching practices.

In science education, gender differences have been observed across various domains,

with studies indicating that male and female students often exhibit differing levels of

interest, performance, and confidence in science subjects. Research has shown that male

students tend to outperform female students in subjects like physics and mathematics, but

the gender gap in biology, including evolution, is less pronounced (Hyde, 2018). Despite

this, female students often express lower confidence in their scientific abilities, even

when their actual performance may be comparable to that of their male counterparts

(Blickenstaff, 2020). These gender-based differences in science education are influenced

by a combination of factors, including societal expectations, stereotypes, and historical

imbalances in science-related fields. Stereotypes about gender roles and the perception

that science is more suited to males can impact how both male and female students

approach science education. For instance, male students may feel more encouraged to

pursue science, while female students may encounter subtle discouragements that affect

their engagement and interest in the subject (OECD, 2019).
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In the context of evolutionary biology, gender differences may be influenced by these

broader patterns in science education. A study by Jones and Johnston (2018) found that

male students tend to show more confidence when discussing scientific topics, while

female students are more likely to express doubts about their understanding. These

differences may affect how male and female students approach concepts like natural

selection, adaptation, and speciation, which require abstract thinking and a strong grasp

of long-term processes. The teaching methods and the ways in which evolutionary

concepts are presented could also contribute to these gender differences. Research

indicates that male and female students may respond differently to different instructional

strategies, with male students often performing better in competitive learning

environments, while female students may thrive in collaborative or inquiry-based settings

(Parker & Glick, 2020).

Previous studies on male and female students' understanding of evolution have

highlighted notable differences in their comprehension of evolutionary theory. In

particular, studies have shown that male students often perform better in standardized

tests of evolutionary understanding, while female students may display greater difficulty

in understanding certain evolutionary processes, such as speciation (Nadelson &

Southerland, 2019). One potential explanation for these differences is that male students

are often more confident in their understanding of scientific concepts, which can

positively affect their performance (Jones & Johnston, 2018). In contrast, female students

may face challenges in overcoming misconceptions about evolution, particularly in
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relation to natural selection. For example, female students may be more likely to view

natural selection as a purposeful or goal-directed process, while male students are more

likely to understand it as a random process driven by environmental pressures and genetic

variation (Bishop & Anderson, 2019).

These gender differences in understanding evolution can also be attributed to the teaching

and learning environment. In classrooms where traditional, teacher-centered approaches

dominate, male students may feel more comfortable taking risks and asserting their

understanding of complex concepts, while female students may hesitate to speak up or

express their views (OECD, 2019). Additionally, the language used by teachers and

textbooks can influence students' perceptions of evolutionary concepts. For example, the

use of male-dominated metaphors or examples in teaching materials can reinforce gender

stereotypes and further discourage female students from engaging with evolutionary

theory (Blickenstaff, 2020). To address these gender disparities, it is essential to design

instructional strategies that are inclusive and supportive of all students, regardless of

gender.

Moreover, gender differences in understanding evolution may also stem from students'

prior experiences and cultural influences. Research by Jones and Johnston (2018) found

that female students, particularly those from conservative or religious backgrounds, were

more likely to express resistance to evolutionary theory, often due to conflicting beliefs

about the origins of life. This resistance can be more pronounced in female students, who

may feel greater societal pressure to conform to traditional beliefs. In contrast, male
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students, who may not face the same level of societal expectation regarding their

acceptance of scientific theories, tend to be more open to evolutionary concepts. This

difference in acceptance may contribute to the disparity in understanding between male

and female students. To overcome these challenges, educators need to be aware of the

cultural contexts in which their students live and create a classroom environment that

fosters open dialogue and critical thinking, encouraging students to question and

understand evolutionary theory in a way that is both scientifically rigorous and personally

meaningful.

In conclusion, gender differences in understanding evolution reflect broader trends in

science education and are influenced by a combination of cognitive, social, and cultural

factors. While male students often show greater confidence in their understanding of

scientific concepts like evolution, female students may face unique challenges that hinder

their comprehension of evolutionary theory. These challenges include misconceptions

about natural selection, lower confidence in their scientific abilities, and resistance due to

cultural or religious beliefs. By recognizing and addressing these gender differences,

educators can help create a more inclusive and supportive learning environment,

ultimately improving students' understanding of evolution. Effective instructional

strategies that promote collaboration, provide equal opportunities for participation, and

encourage critical thinking can help bridge the gap between male and female students’

understanding of evolutionary concepts, ensuring that all students, regardless of gender,

can develop a strong grasp of evolutionary biology.
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Instructional Methods in Teaching Evolution

Instructional methods play a crucial role in shaping students’ understanding of

evolutionary concepts in biology. Evolutionary theory is complex, involving abstract

ideas such as natural selection, adaptation, and speciation, which can be difficult for

students to fully grasp using traditional teaching methods alone. As a result, educators

have turned to both traditional and modern instructional approaches to facilitate students’

comprehension of evolution. Modern methods, such as the use of visual aids, simulations,

and interactive learning, have been found to be particularly effective in helping students

understand these complex concepts. Understanding how these instructional methods work

and their impact on student learning is crucial for improving the teaching and learning of

evolution.

Traditional teaching approaches, which often involve lecture-based instruction and

textbook readings, have been the mainstay of science education for many years. While

these methods can effectively convey factual information, they often fail to engage

students actively with the material, which is especially problematic for abstract concepts

like evolution. Research has shown that traditional teaching methods can lead to passive

learning, where students are more likely to memorize facts rather than develop a deep

understanding of concepts (Freeman et al., 2014). In the context of evolution, traditional

approaches might involve explaining evolutionary concepts through verbal descriptions

or textbook illustrations, which may not provide students with an opportunity to fully

engage with the content. While these methods can serve as useful introductory tools, they
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often fall short when it comes to promoting critical thinking and problem-solving skills,

which are essential for understanding complex scientific theories like evolution (Keller,

2020).

In contrast, modern teaching approaches, such as inquiry-based learning, active learning,

and problem-based learning, focus on engaging students in the process of scientific

discovery. These approaches place students at the center of their learning experience,

encouraging them to explore, question, and construct their own understanding of

evolutionary concepts. Studies have shown that active learning methods, which include

collaborative group work, debates, and hands-on experiments, can significantly improve

students’ understanding of evolution by providing them with opportunities to apply

concepts to real-world scenarios (Michael, 2020). For example, using case studies that

require students to analyze how natural selection operates in specific environments

allows them to see the practical application of the theory in living organisms.

Furthermore, research has shown that inquiry-based learning, which emphasizes asking

questions and solving problems, fosters a deeper understanding of evolutionary concepts

by encouraging students to explore these ideas in a more interactive and personalized

manner (Minner et al., 2018). In this way, modern approaches not only help students

acquire knowledge but also develop critical thinking and scientific reasoning skills.

The use of visual aids, simulations, and interactive learning tools has become

increasingly important in teaching evolutionary concepts. Evolutionary theory involves

processes that take place over long periods of time and are often not directly observable,
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which can make it challenging for students to conceptualize. Visual aids, such as

diagrams, flowcharts, and evolutionary trees, help students visualize complex concepts

and the relationships between different species. For example, using a phylogenetic tree to

demonstrate the evolutionary relationships among species can help students understand

how species have evolved from common ancestors over time (Roth & Wilson, 2018).

These visual aids can clarify the connections between species and illustrate concepts like

descent with modification, providing a concrete representation of abstract evolutionary

processes.

Simulations and interactive learning tools take this a step further by allowing students to

engage with evolutionary concepts in real-time. For instance, computer simulations that

model natural selection or genetic drift can provide students with a hands-on opportunity

to manipulate variables, observe how populations evolve under different conditions, and

understand how evolutionary processes unfold over time. According to a study by Kolb

and Kolb (2019), simulations help students visualize the dynamic nature of evolution by

showing how environmental pressures, genetic mutations, and reproductive success

interact to drive evolutionary change. These simulations make abstract concepts more

tangible and provide students with an opportunity to test hypotheses, see the results of

their actions, and refine their understanding based on feedback from the simulation.

Moreover, interactive learning environments, such as online platforms, virtual labs, and

interactive textbooks, have been shown to enhance students' engagement with the

material. These tools encourage students to actively participate in their learning rather
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than passively receiving information. Interactive learning can include activities like

virtual dissections, interactive quizzes, or group projects where students collaborate to

solve problems related to evolution. Studies by Hsu and Wang (2020) demonstrate that

students who engage in interactive learning environments show improved understanding

of complex scientific concepts, including evolution, as they are given opportunities to

actively apply their knowledge in a supportive and dynamic setting. By incorporating

interactive elements, educators can foster a deeper and more meaningful understanding of

evolutionary theory.

In addition to improving understanding, the integration of these modern methods also

caters to different learning styles. Some students may benefit from visual aids, while

others may engage more deeply with simulations or interactive activities. The ability to

use a variety of instructional strategies ensures that all students, regardless of their

preferred learning style, can benefit from enhanced instruction in evolution (Salisbury et

al., 2019). The combination of traditional methods with modern, interactive tools helps

create a more well-rounded educational experience that promotes both knowledge

acquisition and critical thinking.

In conclusion, the use of traditional and modern teaching approaches in the classroom has

significant implications for students’ understanding of evolutionary concepts. While

traditional methods like lectures and textbook readings are still valuable for delivering

foundational knowledge, modern instructional strategies, such as active learning, visual

aids, simulations, and interactive learning, offer more engaging and effective ways to
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teach evolution. These methods not only help students better understand the complex

processes of evolution but also promote deeper critical thinking, problem-solving, and

scientific reasoning skills. As the field of science education continues to evolve,

integrating these modern teaching strategies into the classroom is essential for fostering a

better understanding of evolutionary theory among students.

Assessing Student Understanding of Evolution

Assessing student understanding of evolution is a critical component of effective biology

education. Given the complexity and abstract nature of evolutionary concepts such as

natural selection, adaptation, and speciation, it is important to utilize appropriate tools

and methods to accurately measure how well students comprehend these ideas.

Evolutionary theory requires students to not only recall facts but also to engage in higher-

order thinking, making it necessary for assessment techniques to go beyond traditional

testing methods. Various assessment tools, including both formative and summative

methods, are used to gauge students' understanding of evolutionary concepts, with each

method offering unique insights into student learning. In addition, evaluating the

effectiveness of these assessment techniques is essential to determine which methods best

enhance students' understanding of evolution and foster deeper learning.

Tools and methods for measuring students' understanding of evolution vary in complexity

and scope. One of the most common assessment methods is the use of multiple-choice

tests or concept inventories, which are designed to assess students' knowledge of specific

evolutionary concepts. For instance, the Evolutionary Concept Inventory (ECI),



31

developed by Smith et al. (2019), is a widely used tool that measures students'

understanding of key evolutionary principles, including natural selection, adaptation, and

speciation. These types of inventories are particularly useful because they provide quick

and quantifiable data on how well students grasp the core concepts of evolution. However,

while multiple-choice assessments are valuable for testing factual knowledge, they often

fail to assess students' ability to apply evolutionary concepts in novel contexts or to

demonstrate deeper understanding (Hsu & Wang, 2020).

Another commonly used method for assessing student understanding of evolution is

written assessments, such as essays or short-answer questions. These assessments allow

students to demonstrate their understanding in a more open-ended format and to explain

concepts in their own words. By asking students to describe the process of natural

selection, explain how adaptations occur, or identify the steps in speciation, instructors

can assess not only their factual knowledge but also their ability to synthesize and apply

evolutionary ideas (Bishop & Anderson, 2019). Written assessments also provide an

opportunity to evaluate how well students can articulate complex scientific processes,

which is a key aspect of developing scientific literacy. However, one limitation of written

assessments is that they may be subjective, and grading can vary depending on the clarity

of students' explanations and the interpretation of their responses.

In addition to traditional assessments, formative assessments which take place throughout

the learning process are valuable tools for measuring students' evolving understanding of

evolutionary concepts. These assessments can include peer assessments, self-assessments,
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and quizzes, all of which provide continuous feedback that can guide both students and

instructors in the learning process. For example, peer assessments allow students to

review and critique each other's understanding of evolutionary concepts, helping them

identify and correct misconceptions. Similarly, self-assessments encourage students to

reflect on their own understanding and recognize areas where they may need further

study. Quizzes are also an effective formative assessment tool, as they can quickly gauge

students' understanding of specific evolutionary principles and identify areas where

students may be struggling (Salisbury et al., 2019). These types of assessments are

beneficial because they provide ongoing feedback, allowing both students and instructors

to adjust the learning process as needed.

In the digital age, technology has introduced new and innovative tools for assessing

student understanding. Interactive simulations and online platforms have become

increasingly popular in science education, including the teaching of evolution. For

example, virtual labs that simulate the process of natural selection or genetic drift allow

students to experiment with variables in real-time and see how populations evolve over

time. These tools offer a dynamic and engaging way for students to explore evolutionary

concepts and apply them to realistic scenarios. In addition to providing students with

immediate feedback, these tools also allow instructors to track students’ progress and

performance, providing valuable data on their learning (Kolb & Kolb, 2019).

Furthermore, online quizzes and interactive concept maps enable students to test their
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understanding of evolutionary concepts in an engaging way, while providing instructors

with detailed insights into the areas where students may need additional support.

Assessing the effectiveness of these assessment techniques is essential to ensure that they

are accurately measuring students' understanding of evolution and contributing to their

learning. One important factor in evaluating the effectiveness of assessment methods is

validity, which refers to the degree to which an assessment measures what it is intended

to measure. For example, assessments of evolutionary understanding should accurately

assess students' grasp of core evolutionary principles rather than their memorization of

irrelevant details (Roth & Wilson, 2018). Reliability is another important consideration,

as assessments should consistently produce similar results when administered to different

groups of students or at different times. Additionally, authenticity is key in ensuring that

assessments reflect real-world applications of evolutionary theory, allowing students to

see the relevance of what they are learning (Bishop & Anderson, 2019). Effective

assessment techniques should provide accurate, reliable, and authentic measures of

students' understanding of evolution, while also fostering critical thinking and problem-

solving skills.

Research has shown that combining multiple assessment methods is more effective than

relying on a single tool. Formative assessments, in particular, have been shown to

improve students' understanding of complex scientific concepts by providing ongoing

feedback and opportunities for revision. Studies by Minner et al. (2018) suggest that

using a combination of formative and summative assessments, along with interactive
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learning tools and digital platforms, enhances students’ engagement and retention of

evolutionary concepts. Additionally, assessments that focus on higher-order thinking

skills, such as the ability to apply evolutionary concepts to novel situations, are more

effective in fostering deep learning and a robust understanding of evolution (Michael,

2020). The use of concept inventories, peer reviews, and interactive simulations in

combination with traditional assessments allows for a more comprehensive evaluation of

students' understanding and provides valuable insights into their learning progress.

In conclusion, assessing students' understanding of evolution is essential for ensuring that

students not only retain factual information but also develop a deeper understanding of

key evolutionary concepts. A variety of assessment tools and methods such as multiple-

choice tests, written assessments, formative assessments, and interactive simulations can

be used to measure students’ understanding of evolution. Each of these methods has

strengths and limitations, and combining them provides a more comprehensive picture of

student learning. Evaluating the effectiveness of these assessment techniques is crucial to

ensuring that they accurately reflect students' understanding of evolutionary theory and

contribute to the development of scientific literacy. By employing a variety of assessment

methods and focusing on higher-order thinking skills, educators can improve students'

understanding of evolution and enhance the overall learning experience in biology

education.
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Impact of Misunderstandings on Learning Evolution

Misunderstandings and misconceptions about evolution are common among students, and

these misunderstandings can have a significant impact on their ability to learn and

understand the fundamental concepts of evolutionary biology. Evolutionary theory,

which involves complex processes like natural selection, adaptation, and speciation, often

challenges students’ prior knowledge and intuitive thinking. When students hold

misconceptions, they may struggle to grasp the scientific explanations for these processes,

which can hinder their overall learning outcomes in biology. Therefore, it is crucial for

educators to not only identify and address these misconceptions but also implement

effective strategies to ensure that students develop a correct and comprehensive

understanding of evolution.

Misconceptions about evolution are widespread and often deeply rooted in students’ pre-

existing beliefs or misunderstandings of scientific concepts. One of the most significant

misconceptions is the belief that evolution is a linear progression toward more

"advanced" or "perfect" organisms, which conflicts with the scientific understanding that

evolution is a branching process that occurs through random mutations, natural selection,

and genetic drift (Bishop & Anderson, 2019). This misconception can lead to the

misunderstanding that evolution has a specific direction or goal, which is not supported

by scientific evidence. Another common misconception is the belief that individual

organisms evolve during their lifetime, rather than understanding that evolution occurs at

the population level over many generations. This misunderstanding can prevent students
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from understanding the mechanisms of natural selection, which only operates on genetic

variations that occur within populations (Parker & Glick, 2020).

Misunderstandings about natural selection are also prevalent. Many students mistakenly

believe that natural selection is a purposeful process, designed to help organisms adapt to

their environment. This misconception overlooks the fact that natural selection is an

undirected, non-random process that favors traits that increase an organism’s fitness in a

given environment, but it does not involve intentional change or improvements to the

organism. Additionally, students may struggle to understand genetic drift, which is a

random process that can influence the genetic makeup of a population. Such

misconceptions can lead to gaps in understanding that prevent students from fully

grasping evolutionary concepts.

The impact of these misconceptions on learning outcomes can be profound. When

students misunderstand key aspects of evolution, they may have difficulty applying their

knowledge to real-world scenarios, leading to poor performance on assessments or in

class discussions. Misunderstandings can also result in students developing a fragmented

or superficial understanding of evolution, which may affect their ability to retain the

material over the long term. Studies have shown that misconceptions about evolution are

resistant to change, especially when students are not explicitly provided with

opportunities to confront and correct these misunderstandings (Roth & Wilson, 2018).

Moreover, when students hold misconceptions, they may become more resistant to

accepting scientifically accurate explanations, further hindering their learning.
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To address evolutionary misconceptions, educators must implement effective strategies

that actively engage students in the learning process and help them develop a correct

understanding of evolutionary principles. One effective strategy is the use of conceptual

change teaching, which involves identifying and addressing students’ misconceptions

directly. This approach encourages students to confront their misunderstandings and

replace them with scientifically accurate knowledge (Bishop & Anderson, 2019). For

example, teachers can use concept inventories or diagnostic tests to assess students’ prior

knowledge and identify common misconceptions about evolution. Once misconceptions

are identified, instructors can design lessons that specifically target those areas of

confusion, providing students with accurate information and opportunities to engage with

the material in a meaningful way.

Another effective strategy is the use of visual aids and models to help students better

understand abstract evolutionary processes. Visualizing complex concepts such as natural

selection or speciation through diagrams, evolutionary trees, or animations can help

students see how evolutionary processes work over time. Visual aids provide students

with concrete representations of abstract ideas, making the concepts more accessible and

easier to understand (Roth & Wilson, 2018). For instance, showing a simulation of

natural selection in a population of animals allows students to observe how

environmental pressures influence survival and reproduction in real-time. This approach

can help students connect the theoretical aspects of evolution to observable phenomena,

which can lead to a deeper understanding of the concepts.
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Interactive simulations are another powerful tool for addressing misconceptions about

evolution. Interactive simulations allow students to manipulate variables and see the

effects of those changes on population genetics or species traits over time. For example,

students can use simulations to experiment with different factors affecting natural

selection, such as changes in the environment or the introduction of new genetic

mutations. These simulations provide an opportunity for students to engage with

evolutionary concepts in a hands-on way, helping them to test hypotheses and visualize

the outcomes of evolutionary processes. Research by Kolb and Kolb (2019) has shown

that using simulations in the classroom increases students' understanding of complex

evolutionary concepts by allowing them to actively apply their knowledge.

Problem-based learning (PBL) is another approach that can be used to address

misconceptions. In PBL, students are presented with real-world problems that require

them to apply evolutionary concepts to solve. For instance, a PBL activity might involve

asking students to investigate how a population of animals might evolve in response to a

changing environment. By working on these real-world problems, students are forced to

think critically about evolutionary concepts and apply their knowledge in a meaningful

context. PBL encourages active engagement and can help students develop a more

accurate understanding of evolutionary theory while also improving their problem-

solving and critical thinking skills (Minner et al., 2018).

Furthermore, peer teaching and collaborative learning can be valuable strategies for

addressing misconceptions. When students work together in groups, they have the
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opportunity to discuss their understanding of evolutionary concepts and confront any

misunderstandings. Peer teaching allows students to explain concepts to each other in

their own words, which can help reinforce their own understanding and identify areas of

confusion. Studies have shown that peer teaching can be particularly effective in helping

students overcome misconceptions, as it encourages dialogue and provides opportunities

for clarification (Blickenstaff, 2020). Collaborative learning environments create a space

for students to engage with the material in a supportive and dynamic way, which can help

reduce resistance to new ideas and foster a deeper understanding of evolution.

In conclusion, addressing misconceptions about evolution is essential for improving

students' learning outcomes in biology education. Misunderstandings about evolutionary

processes, such as natural selection, adaptation, and speciation, can hinder students'

ability to grasp key concepts and apply them in real-world contexts. To overcome these

challenges, educators must implement effective strategies, including conceptual change

teaching, the use of visual aids and interactive simulations, problem-based learning, and

peer teaching. By directly addressing students’ misconceptions and providing them with

opportunities to engage with evolutionary concepts in a meaningful and interactive way,

educators can help students develop a more accurate and comprehensive understanding of

evolution.

Summary of Review of Related Literature

The study of evolution is fundamental to biology education, as it provides students with a

comprehensive understanding of the natural world. However, students often face
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challenges in fully grasping evolutionary concepts, such as natural selection, adaptation,

and speciation. These concepts are abstract and involve processes that occur over long

periods of time, which can make them difficult for students to understand. Many students

enter biology classes with preconceived notions or misconceptions about evolution,

which can hinder their ability to accurately interpret the material. For instance, students

often mistakenly believe that evolution is a linear progression toward more advanced or

perfect organisms, or that individuals evolve during their lifetime. Such misconceptions

can significantly impact their learning outcomes, as students may struggle to apply

evolutionary principles to real-world situations or to see the relevance of evolution in

understanding the diversity of life.

The gender gap in science education has also been a point of focus in research. Studies

have shown that male and female students may differ in their understanding and

engagement with scientific concepts, including evolution. While male students may

exhibit more confidence and perform better on standardized assessments of evolutionary

concepts, female students may face unique challenges, including lower confidence and

resistance to evolutionary theory due to cultural or religious influences. These gender

differences highlight the importance of addressing individual learning needs and creating

inclusive educational environments that promote equal participation and engagement in

learning evolution.

Traditional teaching methods, such as lectures and textbook readings, have long been the

dominant approach to teaching evolution. While these methods can be effective in
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conveying foundational knowledge, they often fail to engage students actively with the

material. As a result, modern instructional methods, including inquiry-based learning,

active learning, and problem-based learning, have gained prominence. These approaches

encourage students to explore, question, and construct their own understanding of

evolutionary concepts, leading to deeper learning and a more comprehensive grasp of the

material. The use of visual aids, simulations, and interactive learning tools has also been

shown to enhance students' understanding of abstract evolutionary concepts. Visual aids,

such as diagrams and evolutionary trees, help students conceptualize relationships

between species and understand processes like natural selection and speciation.

Simulations, particularly those that model evolutionary processes in real-time, provide

students with hands-on opportunities to experiment with variables and observe how

populations evolve under different conditions.

Assessing students' understanding of evolution is a critical part of ensuring effective

biology education. Various assessment methods, such as multiple-choice tests, written

essays, and formative assessments, can help educators measure students’ grasp of

evolutionary concepts. While multiple-choice assessments are useful for testing factual

knowledge, they may not fully assess students' ability to apply evolutionary principles in

novel situations. Written assessments allow students to demonstrate their ability to

synthesize and explain evolutionary processes in their own words. Formative assessments,

such as quizzes, peer reviews, and self-assessments, provide continuous feedback,

helping students identify areas where they may need further clarification or study.
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Interactive platforms and online simulations are increasingly being used to assess

students’ understanding, offering immediate feedback and helping instructors track

student progress.

Misunderstandings about evolution are persistent and often deeply ingrained in students’

thinking. These misconceptions can prevent students from fully understanding key

evolutionary concepts, and without effective intervention, they can negatively impact

learning outcomes. To address misconceptions, educators must employ strategies such as

conceptual change teaching, which directly confronts and corrects misunderstandings.

Visual aids, interactive simulations, and problem-based learning can also help students

develop a more accurate understanding by engaging them with the material in a more

dynamic and interactive way. By providing opportunities for students to test their

hypotheses, observe the effects of evolutionary processes in real-time, and collaborate

with peers, educators can promote a deeper and more meaningful understanding of

evolution. Through these methods, students can confront their misconceptions and

develop a correct understanding of evolutionary theory that will serve them well in future

studies and real-world applications.
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CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

The methodology adopted for this study is discussed under the following sub-headings:

 Design of the Study

 Population of the Study

 Sample and Sampling Techniques

 Research Instrument

 Validity of the Instrument

 Method of Data Collection

 Method of Data Analysis

Design of the Study

The descriptive survey research design was adopted for this study. Survey

research design is defined as the systematic collection and analysis of information from a

large number of people through their responses (Chinweuba et al, 2014). It is considered

the most frequently used and easy because it makes use of structured questions and it is

fast and therefore the most suitable for eliciting information on the topic.

Population of the Study

The population of the study consisted of 5493 students from the 13 public senior

secondary schools in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State. (Edo State Secondary

School Education Board, 2025)
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Sample and Sampling Techniques

The sample of the study was selected using the simple random sampling technique. Out

of the 13 public senior secondary school in Egor Local Government Area, four (4)

schools were randomly selected. Thereafter 30 students were randomly selected from the

four schools, bringing the total sample size to 120 using the simple random sampling

technique

School Number of Students Percentage (%)
Ohonre Grammar School 30 25%
Eweka Grammar School 30 25%
Uselu Senior Sec. School 30 25%
Evbareke Senior Sec. School 30 25%
Total 120 100%
Research Instrument

The Two-Tier Diagnostic Test (TTDT) was used which consist of questions with set of

options and the reason for the answers. The Questions was adapted from WAEC

questions on evolution.

Validity of the Instrument

The instrument was submitted to the project supervisor and two other experts from the

department of curriculum and instructional technology for face and content validation of

the questionnaire. Their observations, modifications and suggestions were effected in the

implementation of the final copies of the questionnaire.

Method of Data Collection

The data collection process involved administering the Two-Tier Diagnostic

Test to the students. The tests was administered in paper format, with students instructed
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to complete both tiers independently. They had 30 minutes to complete the test, with

additional time allowed for clarification of questions if needed.

Method of Data Analysis

The data was analysed using frequency counts, mean, and standard deviation for the

research questions raised. The formulated hypotheses was analysed using inferential

statistics of T-test
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CHAPTER FOUR

PRESENTATION OF RESULT AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

Introduction

This chapter deals with the analysis of data as well as the presentation and discussion of

results according to the responses from the item formulated

Demographics of Respondents

This section contains a descriptive analysis of the socio-demographic data drawn from

the sampled respondents. The socio-demographic variables include the, gender, age.

Table 1: Respondents Demographic Profile

SN Variable Option Frequency Percentage (%)

1 Gender Male 44 36.7
Female 76 63.3
Total 120 100.0

2 AGE 12-15 31 25.8
16-19 68 56.7
20-above 21 17.5
Total 120 100.0

Source; Field Survey, 2025

The demographic profile of the respondents reveals that the sample consisted of 120

participants, with a notable gender and age distribution. Among the respondents, 44 were

male, accounting for 36.7% of the total sample, while 76 were female, making up 63.3%.

This shows a higher representation of female participants in the survey. Regarding age,

the majority of respondents fell within the 16-19 age group, with 68 individuals, or

56.7%, reporting their age in this range. A smaller proportion of respondents, 31
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individuals (25.8%), were in the 12-15 age group, and 21 respondents (17.5%) were aged

20 and above. Overall, the survey sample was predominantly female, with the majority of

respondents being young adults in the 16-19 age group, providing valuable insights into

this specific demographic.

Research Question 1: What percentage of students have a correct understanding

and misunderstanding of evolutionary concepts such as natural selection and

adaptation?

Table 2: Descriptive Statistics of frequency and percentage on What percentage of

students have a correct understanding and misunderstanding of evolutionary

concepts such as natural selection and adaptation?

ITEMS % With Correct
Understanding

%With Misunderstanding

1 29.2 70.8
2 42.5 57.5
3 39.2 60.8
4 30.8 69.2
5 49.2 50.8
6 46.7 53.3
7 49.2 50.8
8 50.8 49.2
9 48.3 51.7
10 46.7 53.3
11 49.2 50.8
12 33.3 66.7
13 49.2 50.8
14 61.7 38.3
15 42.5 57.5
16 56.7 43.3
17 40.8 59.2
18 37.5 62.5
Source; Field Survey 2025
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highlights the need for further educational efforts to improve students' grasp of the topic

The data on students' understanding of evolutionary concepts reveals varying levels of

correct and incorrect comprehension across different items. On average, a substantial

portion of the students demonstrated a misunderstanding of key concepts such as natural

selection and adaptation. For example, the percentage of students with a correct

understanding ranged from as low as 29.2% on Item 1 to as high as 61.7% on Item 14.

This suggests that while some students grasp the evolutionary concepts, a significant

number are still struggling with the material. In contrast, the misunderstanding

percentages were consistently high across the items, with the highest being 70.8% for

Item 1, reflecting a common trend of misconceptions or incomplete understanding of

evolutionary theory. Items such as 5, 6, 7, and 8 showed a more balanced distribution,

with approximately equal percentages of students demonstrating correct understanding

and misunderstanding. Overall, the results highlight that while some students are

achieving a reasonable understanding of the concepts, a larger proportion still

misinterprets key aspects of evolution, indicating areas for improvement in teaching or

comprehension of these complex scientific topics. These findings underscore the need for

targeted educational interventions to address and correct misconceptions in evolutionary

biology.
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Research Question 2; Is there a difference in the percentage of male and female

students with a correct understanding and misunderstanding of evolution?

Table 3; Descriptive Statistics of frequency and percentage on Is there a difference

in the percentage of male and female students with a correct understanding and

misunderstanding of evolution

Male Female
ITEMS % With Correct

Understanding
% With
Misunderstanding

% With
Correct
Understanding

% With
Misunderstanding

1 15.9 84.1 36.8 63.2
2 36.4 63.6 46.1 53.9
3 4.5 95.5 59.2 40.8
4 9.1 90.9 43.4 56.6
5 43.2 56.8 52.6 47.4
6 15.9 84.1 64.5 35.5
7 61.4 38.6 42.1 57.9
8 31.8 68.2 61.8 38.2
9 45.5 54.5 50.0 50.0
10 59.1 40.9 39.5 60.5
11 47.7 52.3 50.0 50.0
12 36.4 63.6 31.6 68.4
13 25 75 63.2 36.8
14 72.3 27.3 55.3 44.7
15 18.2 81.8 56.6 43.4
16 50 50 60.5 39.5
17 25 75 50.0 50.0
18 43.2 56.8 34.2 65.8

The data presented shows the differences between male and female students in terms of

their correct understanding and misunderstanding of evolutionary concepts, such as

natural selection and adaptation. Across the 18 items, it is clear that male and female
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students exhibit notable variations in their comprehension of these concepts. For many

items, male students tend to have a lower percentage of correct understanding compared

to female students. For example, in Item 1, only 15.9% of male students demonstrated a

correct understanding, while 36.8% of female students showed correct comprehension.

Similarly, in Item 3, just 4.5% of male students had the correct understanding, while

59.2% of female students were correct. This pattern suggests that female students

generally show a higher understanding of the concepts in comparison to their male

counterparts. However, for some items, male students showed relatively better

understanding. In Item 7, 61.4% of male students demonstrated correct comprehension,

compared to 42.1% of female students. For Item 10, 59.1% of male students had the

correct understanding, while only 39.5% of female students did. This highlights that male

students can perform better in certain areas, but these instances are less frequent

compared to the overall trend where females tend to perform better. The

misunderstanding percentages are consistently higher for male students across most items.

For instance, in Item 1, 84.1% of male students showed misunderstanding, while 63.2%

of female students did. In Item 15, 81.8% of male students misunderstood the concept,

while only 43.4% of female students did. These higher misunderstanding percentages for

males suggest that a greater proportion of male students are struggling with the concepts

compared to their female counterparts. In contrast, female students tend to have a more

balanced or slightly better distribution of correct understanding, though their

misunderstanding percentages remain significant. For instance, in Item 16, 60.5% of
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female students demonstrated correct understanding, while 50% of male students did. In

Item 12, however, female students exhibited a higher misunderstanding rate (68.4%)

compared to their male counterparts (63.6%).

Overall, the findings suggest that female students generally outperform male students in

terms of understanding evolutionary concepts, while male students display higher rates of

misunderstanding. These results may indicate the need for gender-sensitive approaches in

teaching evolutionary biology to address the higher misunderstanding rates among male

students.

H₀₁: There is no significant difference between male and female students in their

correct understanding and misunderstanding of evolution

Table 4; Independent sample T-test on There is no significant difference between

male and female students in their correct understanding and misunderstanding of

evolution

Variable
Gender N Mean Std.

Deviation Sig t
Sig.
(2-
tailed)

df

Understanding Male
Female

44
76

6.41
8.97

2.65
2.98

0.68
-4.73 0.000 118

The result in Table 4 shows that the calculated t-value of -4.73 is significant at 0.05 level

of significance since the p-value (0.000) is less than 0.05. Therefore, the null hypothesis

is rejected. Hence, there is a significant difference between male and female students’

understanding of evolution, with female students having a higher mean score than male

students.
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Discussion of Findings

The findings of the study suggest that a significant number of students struggle with

understanding evolutionary concepts like natural selection and adaptation, with the

majority demonstrating a low level of comprehension. While some students exhibit a

moderate grasp of the concepts, only a small percentage show a strong, high level of

understanding. These results reflect what has been observed in previous research, where

evolutionary concepts are often challenging for students due to their abstract nature.

Researchers like Rutledge and Warden (2018) have emphasized that the complexity of

evolution as a scientific theory often leads to misunderstandings, particularly regarding

its mechanisms. Additionally, Palladino and Myers (2020) have noted that many students

face difficulty in fully grasping natural selection, which is a core concept in evolutionary

theory. These findings indicate that there is a need for better teaching methods to help

students develop a clearer understanding of evolution. As Smith et al. (2019) suggest,

hands-on learning approaches that relate abstract ideas to tangible examples can be highly

beneficial in improving comprehension.

Regarding the differences between male and female students, the study found that female

students generally demonstrated a better understanding of evolutionary concepts than

their male counterparts. This gender difference in performance is consistent with other

studies in science education, where female students often outperform males in subjects

like biology. Petersen and Larkin (2018) pointed out that female students tend to perform

better in science assessments, likely due to more focused attention and study habits.
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Similarly, Dare et al. (2019) discussed how socio-cultural factors may contribute to

higher levels of engagement and conscientiousness among female students, which could

explain their better performance. This gender disparity in understanding evolutionary

concepts underscores the importance of considering gender when designing educational

strategies. Baker and Sutherland (2020) emphasize the need for teaching practices that

encourage active participation from both male and female students, ensuring that all

students have the opportunity to grasp complex topics like evolution. In summary, the

findings suggest that female students tend to have a stronger understanding of

evolutionary concepts compared to male students, highlighting the need for more

inclusive and targeted teaching methods that can help bridge the gender gap in science

education. Further research is necessary to explore the underlying factors influencing this

disparity and to develop more effective teaching approaches.



54

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

This study investigate and enhance student understanding of evolution., Two research

questions guided the study, What percentage of students have a correct understanding and

misunderstanding of evolutionary concepts such as natural selection and adaptation? Is

there a difference in the percentage of male and female students with a correct

understanding and misunderstanding of evolution? The study adopted the descriptive

survey research design. The population of the study consisted of all the 13 public senior

secondary schools in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State, the simple random

sampling technique was used to select 120 students from 13 public senior secondary

schools in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State. The instrument for data collection

was a Two tier diagnostic test, The instrument was administered by the researcher to the

respondents, the data collected was collated and analyzed using descriptive statistics. The

findings of the study were as follows;

Findings

1. The majority of students had a low understanding of evolutionary concepts such as

natural selection and adaptation, with only a small proportion demonstrating a high

level of understanding. A moderate understanding was observed in a smaller group of

students.
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2. Female students showed a better understanding of evolutionary concepts compared to

male students. This difference in understanding was statistically significant,

indicating that female students generally performed better in grasping evolutionary

concepts than their male counterparts.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the study reveals that a significant number of students struggle with

understanding evolutionary concepts, with the majority demonstrating a low level of

comprehension. Although a smaller proportion of students show a moderate or high

understanding, the overall level of grasp on concepts such as natural selection and

adaptation remains low. Additionally, the study highlights a gender difference, with

female students outperforming male students in their understanding of evolutionary

concepts. This difference was statistically significant, indicating that gender may play a

role in how well students understand the subject. The findings emphasize the need for

more effective teaching strategies to improve students' comprehension of evolutionary

concepts, with a particular focus on addressing the gender gap and developing

approaches that make these complex ideas more accessible to all students. Further

research is needed to explore the underlying factors contributing to these differences and

to develop targeted educational interventions.
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Recommendations

Based on the findings, the following recommendations are proposed:

1. Educators should implement more interactive and engaging teaching methods to

help students better understand evolutionary concepts.

2. Teaching strategies should be adjusted to encourage equal participation from both

male and female students.

3. Further research should be conducted to explore the factors contributing to gender

differences in understanding evolutionary concepts.

Suggestions for Further Studies

To further advance knowledge in this field, future studies could consider the following:

1. Future studies could explore the impact of different teaching methods on students'

understanding of evolutionary concepts.

2. Research could investigate the role of social and cultural factors in shaping

students' understanding of evolution, particularly with regard to gender.

3. Further studies could examine the long-term retention of evolutionary concepts in

students, to assess how well these ideas are understood over time.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
UNIVERSITY OF BENIN, BENIN CITY

FACULTY OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY

STUDENT’S CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING ON EVOLUTION

Dear Respondents

I'm a 400level student working on a research titled ‘’ STUDENT’S

CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING ON EVOLUTION ‘’. The purpose of this

questionnaire is to elicit information on the afore-mentioned topic. Your cooperation in

providing honest and sincere response to all items will be appreciated and it will be

treated with utmost confidentially.

Thanks for your co-operation

SECTION A

Demographic Data

Instruction, please tick (✓) appropriately in the boxes provided

Gender : Male ( ), Female ( )

Age: 12 -15 ( ) 16- 20 ( ) 21- above ( )

Section B

Two-Tier Diagnostic Test: Principles of Evolution

Instructions: For the following items. Please choose by circling one answer for each

question and with a reason which could explain your choice
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1: A population of giraffes has variation in neck length. Over time, the average neck

length increases. Why?

A. The giraffes' necks became longer because they constantly stretched them to reach

higher leaves.

B. There was variation in the population, and giraffes with genetically longer necks had

better access to food, survived, and reproduced more.

C. The population evolved longer necks "in order to" survive better.

D. All giraffes in the population slowly grew longer necks over their lifetimes.

Reason for your answer?

1. Traits acquired during an organism's life, such as stretching, can be passed to its

offspring.

2. Organisms can change their bodies if they have a need, and this change is

inherited.

3. Evolution is a goal-directed process that creates traits to help species survive.

4. Pre-existing genetic variation in a population is the raw material for natural

selection; individuals with more advantageous traits are more likely to pass on

their genes.

2.: A species of beetle is moved to a new environment with a dark-colored rocky

substrate. After many generations, the beetle population is composed almost entirely of

dark-colored individuals. Which statement best explains this?

A. The beetles "needed" to become darker to hide from predators, so they evolved dark-

colored shells.

B. In the original population, some beetles were dark-colored due to random genetic

mutation. These beetles were better camouflaged and survived to reproduce, while light-

colored beetles were eaten.

C. The beetles' shells changed color because of the dark rocks and they passed this new

color to their offspring.

D. The light-colored beetles "chose" to become dark so they would not be eaten.
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Reason for your answer?

1. Evolution is a process where a population changes in response to differential

survival and reproduction based on heritable traits.

2. Organisms can sense a "need" in their environment and intentionally change their

traits to meet that need.

3. The environment directly causes a specific, adaptive change in an organism's

body, which is then inherited.

4. Individual organisms can consciously decide to evolve in a specific direction.

3.:What is the relationship between humans and modern-day chimpanzees?

A. Humans evolved directly from chimpanzees.

B. Chimpanzees evolved directly from humans.

C. Humans and chimpanzees share a recent common ancestor.

D. Humans and chimpanzees are not related.

Reason for your answer?

1. Evolution is a linear ladder of progress, and chimpanzees are a "lower" form that

humans evolved from.

2. Evolutionary theory shows that new species arise from existing ones; humans are

more complex, so they must have come from chimpanzees.

3. Evolutionary trees show that all living species are at the "tips" of the branches.

Humans and chimps are like cousins, descending from the same ancestral

population that was neither human nor chimp.

4. The fossil record shows a perfect, straight-line sequence from modern chimps to

modern humans.

4. The wing of a bat and the wing of a bee are both used for flight, but they have very

different internal structures. These structures are:

A. Homologous

B. Analogous

C. Vestigial
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D. Atavistic

Reason for your answer?

1. The structures are different but serve the same function, indicating they evolved

independently in response to similar environmental pressures (convergent

evolution).

2. The structures are similar because they were inherited from a common ancestor

that also had wings.

3. The structures are "leftover" parts from an ancestor and no longer have a function.

4. The structures have the same function, which means they must have the same

evolutionary origin.

5. What is the primary source of all new genetic variation in a population?

A. Natural selection

B. Genetic drift

C. Adaptation

D. Mutation

Reason for your answer?

1. Natural selection "creates" the traits that a population needs to survive.

2. Adaptation is the process of an organism developing a new trait when it is needed.

3. Mutations are random changes in the DNA sequence that create new alleles

(versions of a gene).

4. Genetic drift causes new traits to appear by chance when a population gets

smaller.

6.:Which statement best describes "survival of the fittest"?

A. Only the strongest and fastest individuals in a population will survive.

B. The individuals that are best adapted to their specific environment are most likely to

survive and reproduce.

C. Individuals who cooperate are the "fittest" and will always survive better than those

who compete.
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D. "Fittest" means the individual organism that lives the longest.

Reason for your answer?

1. Evolutionary fitness is a measure of an individual's physical strength compared to

others.

2. Evolutionary fitness is determined by an organism's size and health.

3. Evolutionary fitness is a measure of reproductive success passing on genes to the

next generation which depends on surviving in a specific environment.

4. A long lifespan is the most important factor in evolution.

7. Why are the pelvis and femur (leg bones) found in some whales considered vestigial

structures?

A. They are "broken" parts that the whale will heal over time.

B. They are structures that the whale is in the process of evolving for a new purpose.

C. They are reduced, non-functional remnants of structures that were functional in the

whales' land-dwelling ancestors.

D. They are required for the whale to swim properly.

Reason for your answer?

1. All structures in an organism must have a current, important function.

2. Evolution only creates new and better parts; it does not leave old ones behind.

3. These bones show a clear connection to the whale's evolutionary history and

descent from ancestors who used these limbs for walking.

4. Evolution is a "use it or lose it" process. The whale stopped using its legs, so the

bones are disappearing in its lifetime.

8. A population of bacteria is exposed to an antibiotic. Most bacteria are killed, but a

few survive and reproduce, making the next generation resistant to the antibiotic. Why

did this happen?

A. The antibiotic "caused" the bacteria to become resistant, giving them the trait they

needed to survive.
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B. A few bacteria were already resistant due to random mutations before the antibiotic

was introduced. The antibiotic killed the non-resistant ones, and the resistant ones

multiplied.

C. The bacteria "knew" they were in danger and purposefully mutated to develop

resistance.

D. The bacteria "chose" to adapt by changing their genetics.

Reason for your answer?

1. Organisms can intentionally produce mutations to adapt to their environment.

2. The environment (the antibiotic) induces the correct, helpful mutation when it is

needed for survival.

3. Natural selection does not create variation; it acts on pre-existing variation within

a population.

4. Evolution is about an individual organism's effort to survive, which it passes on.

9. Does evolution occur in individual organisms?

A. Yes; an individual organism adapts to its environment and evolves over its lifetime.

B. No; evolution is a change in the genetic makeup (allele frequencies) of a population

over generations.

C. Yes; when an organism needs a new trait, it can evolve it.

D. No; evolution is a theory that has not been proven.

Reason for your answer?

1. An individual's acquired traits (like muscle mass from exercise) are passed to its

offspring, causing the species to evolve.

2. An individual organism cannot change its own genetic code in response to the

environment. Populations evolve because some individuals with certain inherited

traits are more successful at reproducing than others.

3. We can see an individual organism change during its life, and this is what

evolution is.

4. An organism must adapt to its environment, so it evolves individually.
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10.What is the role of random chance in evolution?

A. Evolution is a perfectly predictable process and has no random components.

B. The "fittest" organisms are chosen by random chance.

C. The entire process of evolution is completely random.

D. Processes like mutation (creating new alleles) and genetic drift (changes in allele

frequency) involve random chance.

Reason for your answer?

1. Evolution is not random, because natural selection is a non-random process that

favors traits advantageous for a specific environment.

2. Evolution is random, but it is also combined with non-random processes.

Mutation, the ultimate source of variation, is random. Natural selection, which

acts on this variation, is non-random.

3. Evolution is like a coin-flip; any trait is equally likely to evolve.

4. Evolution must be random, otherwise it would be a "guided" process, which is

unscientific.

11. Why is "evolution is just a theory" a misleading statement?

A. It is not a theory; it is a hypothesis that is still being tested.

B. In science, a "theory" is a guess, and evolution is a well-established fact.

C. It is a fact, not a theory, because it has been proven by a single experiment.

D. In science, a "theory" is a well-substantiated explanation for a broad set of

observations, supported by a massive body of evidence.

Reason for your answer?

1. The scientific definition of "theory" (a robust explanation) is different from the

common, everyday use of "theory" (a guess or hunch).

2. Scientists are not sure about evolution, so it is "just" a theory.

3. A theory becomes a law, and evolution is not yet a law.

4. If something is a "theory," it means it is not a "fact."
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12. The arm of a human, the flipper of a whale, and the wing of a bat all have a very

similar bone structure, even though they have different functions. These structures are:

A. Analogous

B. Vestigial

C. Homologous

D. Convergent

Reason for your answer?

1. The structures are similar because they perform the same function.

2. The structures are similar because they were inherited from a common ancestor,

even though they were modified for different functions (divergent evolution).

3. The structures evolved independently to serve different functions.

4. These are "leftover" structures that are no longer used by the organisms.

13. A small group of birds is blown by a storm to a new island, where they start a new

population. After many generations, this new population is genetically different from the

original population. This is primarily an example of:

A. Natural selection

B. Gene flow

C. The founder effect (a type of genetic drift)

D. Lamarckian inheritance

Reason for your answer?

1. The new island environment "caused" the birds to change to suit it.

2. The new population's gene pool is different from the original simply because the

small group of "founders" was a random, non-representative sample of the

original population's genetic diversity.

3. The birds "needed" to be different to survive, so they evolved.

4. The new population is different because it is isolated and is mating with other

species on the island.



69

14. What is the "raw material" upon which natural selection acts?

A. The "needs" of the species.

B. The "efforts" of individual organisms to adapt.

C. Pre-existing genetic variation within a population.

D. The traits an organism acquires during its life.

Reason for your answer?

1. Natural selection cannot create a new trait from scratch; it can only "select" for or

against the variations that are already present in a population's gene pool.

2. Natural selection works by causing organisms to try harder, and their effort is

rewarded with new traits.

3. Natural selection is a creative force that gives organisms the traits they need,

when they need them.

4. Natural selection works by passing on acquired traits, like a bodybuilder passing

on large muscles.

15. What does the fossil record show about evolution?

A. It shows that all species appeared at the same time and have not changed.

B. It provides evidence for "transitional forms" (e.g., Archaeopteryx) that link major

groups (like dinosaurs and birds).

C. It shows that organisms have always been as complex as they are today.

D. It is incomplete, so it provides no evidence for evolution.

Reason for your answer?

1. Fossils show a clear progression over time, and the sequence in which fossils

appear in rock layers is consistent with descent with modification.

2. The fossil record is chaotic and does not show any patterns.

3. All fossils are of species that still exist today.

4. Fossils of complex organisms are found in the oldest rocks, and simple organisms

in the newest rocks.



70

16. An individual antelope is born that can run slightly faster than its parents, due to a

new combination of genes. This is an example of:

A. An individual "evolving" to be faster.

B. Inheritance of an acquired characteristic.

C. Genetic variation arising from sexual reproduction.

D. A need-based mutation.

Reason for your answer?

1. The antelope "needed" to be faster, so a mutation for speed occurred.

2. The antelope's parents trained it to be fast, and this trait was passed on.

3. Sexual reproduction (meiosis and fertilization) shuffles existing alleles into new

combinations, producing offspring that are genetically different from their parents

and from each other.

4. The antelope evolved because it practiced running every day.

17.Why is evolution considered the "unifying theory" of biology?

A. It is the only theory in biology that is 100% proven.

B. It is a "belief system" that all biologists must follow.

C. It explains the diversity of life, the relationships between all living things, and the "fit"

of organisms to their environments.

D. It unifies biology and chemistry.

Reason for your answer?

1. Evolution is the central framework that makes sense of observations from

genetics, the fossil record, comparative anatomy, molecular biology, and

biogeography.

2. "Unifying theory" means it is the oldest and most important theory.

3. "Unifying theory" is a political term used to force all scientists to agree.

4. It is the only biological theory that has practical applications in medicine.



71

18. A population of fish lives in a cave in complete darkness. Over many generations,

the fish lose their eyes. Why?

A. The fish "stopped using" their eyes, and this "disuse" caused the eyes to shrink and

disappear, a trait which was then inherited.

B. The fish "needed" to save energy, so they consciously stopped growing eyes.

C. Mutations that caused defective eye development were random, but in the dark, they

were not disadvantageous. These mutations accumulated, and the trait was lost.

D. Evolution is a process of "degeneration" and things are always lost.

Reason for your answer?

1. Evolution is a process of "use and disuse"; traits that are not used are lost.

(Lamarckian reasoning)

2. Evolution is purposeful; the fish "decided" that eyes were a waste of energy.

(Teleological reasoning)

3. Evolution is a "forward" process, and losing a complex structure is impossible.

4. Natural selection is a non-random process, but in an environment where a trait

(like vision) offers no survival advantage, mutations that disrupt that trait are not

"selected against" and can become fixed in the population.
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