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CHAPTERONE

BACKGROUNDTOTHESTUDY



Introduction

TherelationsbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuareacomplexandmultifacetedphenomenonthat
hasbeenshapedbytheirsharedhistory,culturalpractices,andeconomicties.Tounderstandthedyna
micsoftheirrelationship,itisessentialtoexplorethehistoryofbothcommunities.lkotEkpene,locatedi
nAkwalbomState,Nigeria,hasarichculturalheritageandalonghistoryoftradeandcommercewithnei
ghboringcommunities.?

Arochukwu,ontheotherhand,issituatedinAbiaState,Nigeria,andisknownforitssignificantroleinthe
pre-colonialeraasamajorcommercialcenter.Thehistoryofbothcommunitiesdatesbacktothepre-
colonialera,withevidenceofhumanhabitationintheregiontracingbackthousandsofyears.Thepre-
colonialerasawtheriseofvariouskingdomsandempiresintheregion,withlkotEkpeneandArochukwu
playingimportantrolesintheeconomicandculturallandscape.Thetwocommunitiesengagedintrade,
exchanginggoodssuchaspalmoil,ivory,andcloth.Theireconomictieswerefurtherstrengthenedbyth
epresenceofEuropeantraders,whosoughttoexploittheregion'snaturalresources.?

Thecolonialerabroughtsignificantchangestotheinter-
grouprelationsbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwu.TheBritishcolonialadministrationimposednew
boundariesandadministrativestructures,whichoftendisregardedtraditionalterritorialboundaries.
Thisledtotensionsandconflictsbetweenthetwocommunities,particularlyoverissuesofresourcecon
trolandterritorialjurisdiction.Despitethesechallenges,lkotEkpeneandArochukwuhavemaintained
acomplexanddynamicrelationshipovertheyears.Theirinter-
grouprelationshavebeenshapedbyarangeoffactors,includingculturalexchange,economiccoopera
tion,andconflict.Understandingthehistoricalcontextoftheirrelationshipiscrucialforappreciatingth
ecomplexitiesoftheirinter-groupdynamics.?

Theimpactofinter-
grouprelationsbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwucanbeseeninvariousaspectsoftheirlives,includi
ngeconomiccooperation,culturalexchange,andconflictresolution.Theireconomictieshaveledtoth
edevelopmentoftradeandcommerce,withbothcommunitiesbenefitingfromtheexchangeofgoods
andservices.Culturalexchangehasalsoplayedasignificantrole,withbothcommunitiesinfluencingea
chother'straditionsandpractices.However,theirinter-
grouprelationshavenotbeenwithoutchallenges.Conflictshavearisenoverissuessuchasresourceco
ntrol,territorialjurisdiction,andculturaldifferences.Theseconflictshaveoftenbeenresolvedthroug
hdialogueandnegotiation,highlightingtheimportanceofeffectivecommunicationandconflictresol
utionmechanismsinmaintainingpeacefulinter-grouprelations.Inexploringtheinter-
grouprelationsbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwu,it'sessentialtoconsiderthebroadercontextofin
ter-groupdynamicsinNigeria.Thecountryhasacomplexhistoryofinter-
grouprelations,withvariouscommunitiesinteractingandinfluencingeachotherincomplexways.Und
erstandingthedynamicsofinter-



grouprelationsbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwucanprovidevaluableinsightsintothecomplexiti
esofinter-grouprelationsinNigeriaandbeyond.*

Thestudyofinter-
grouprelationsbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwucanalsoprovideinsightsintothewaysinwhichco
mmunitiescanworktogethertopromoteeconomicdevelopment,culturalexchange,andpeacefulco
existence.Byexaminingthehistoricalcontextoftheirrelationshipandthefactorsthatshapetheirinter-
groupdynamics,wecangainadeeperunderstandingofthecomplexitiesofinter-
grouprelationsandthewaysinwhichcommunitiescanbuildstrongandpositiverelationships.®

AimandObjectivesoftheStudy

Theaimofthisresearchworkistoexaminetheinter-grouprelationsbetweenlkot-
EkpeneandArochukwuinpre-colonialtimes.Specificobjectivesare:

1.Toexaminethehistoricalcontextinwhichlkot-EkpeneandArochukwuhadrelationsinpre-
colonialtimes.

2.Toanalyzethenatureanddynamicsofinter-grouprelationsbetweenlkot-EkpeneandArochukwu.
3.Todiscussthefactorsthatinfluencedinter-grouprelationsbetweenthetwocommunities.

4. Toexaminetheimpactofinter-
grouprelationsontheeconomic,cultural,andsocialdevelopmentoflkot-EkpeneandArochukwu.

5.Toevaluatethesignificanceofinter-
grouprelationsinshapingthehistoryandidentityofbothcommunities.

Scopeofthestudy

Thisstudyexaminestheinter-grouprelationsbetweenlkot-EkpeneandArochukwuinpre-
colonialtimes,specificallywithinthetimeframeofthe16thtothel19thcentury.Thescopeofthestudyisl
imitedtothisperiodbecauseitwasatimeofsignificanteconomic,cultural,andpoliticaldevelopmentin
bothcommunities.Thereasonsforchoosingthistimeframearethatitallowsforanexaminationofthep
re-colonialera,aperiodofautonomyandself-governanceforbothlkot-
EkpeneandArochukwu.Duringthistime,tradeandcommerceexpanded,culturalexchangeanddiffusi
onoccurred,andcomplexpoliticaldynamicsandallianceswereformed.TheAroConfederacy,apowerf
ultradingandculturalnetwork,emergedduringthisperiodandplayedasignificantroleinshapingthein
ter-grouprelationsbetweenlkot-EkpeneandArochukwu.

ImportanteventsthatoccurredduringthistimeframeincludetheriseoftheAroConfederacy,theexpa
nsionofthetrans-
Saharantrade,andtheincreaseinEuropeantradeandculturalexchangealongtheNigeriancoast.Thes



eeventshadaprofoundimpactontheeconomic,cultural,andsocialdevelopmentofbothcommunitie
s.Thisstudywillcontributetoagreaterunderstandingofthehistoryandculturalheritageofsoutheaste
rnNigeria.

Methodology

Thisresearchwouldemploythehistoricalresearchmethod.Relevantdatawouldbesourcedfromthep
rimaryandsecondarysources.

Primarysources

ThiswouldincludeoralinterviewswithindigenesoflkotEkpeneandAroChukwu.Relevantquestionsw
ouldbeaskedontheirintergrouprelationsinprecolonialtimes.

Secondarysources

Thesecondarymaterialswouldincludetextbooks,journalarticles,newspapersnewspapersandonlin
ematerials.ThesewouldbesourcedfromTheUniversityofAkwalbomstatelibraryandotherpubliclibr
ariesaswellastheinternet.

LiteratureReview

ChukwudikeandEminue's®"DynamicsofPre-
colonialDiplomaticPracticesAmongthelgboSpeakingPeopleofSoutheasternNigeria,1800-
1900:AHistoricalEvaluation"isajournalarticlepublishedintheHistoricalResearchLetter. Thestudyex
ploresthediplomaticpracticesofthelgbopeopleinpre-
colonialtimes,challengingEurocentricviewsthatAfricalacksarichhistory.Theauthorsarguethatthel
gbopeopleconductedsophisticateddiplomacy,includingimmunityfordiplomats,whichwasintegralt
otheirinteractions.Throughoralhistoryandhistoricalanalysis,thestudyrevealsthatthelgbopeoplee
ngagedindiplomaticpracticesthatwerecivilizedandsystematic.Theauthorsdrawinstancesfromvari
ouslgbocommunities,showcasingtheirdiplomaticconducts.Thisstudyissignificantinunderstanding
thepre-
colonialdiplomaticpracticesofthelgbopeopleandchallengestheEurocentricviewsonAfricanhistory.
Thejournalarticleiswell-
researched,employinghistoricalanalysisasitsmethod.Theauthorsprovideacomprehensiveovervie
wofthelgbopeople'sdiplomaticpractices,highlightingtheiruniquenessandsophistication.Thestudy
'sfindingsaresignificantindebunkingthemyththatAfricahasnohistory,anditcontributestoadeeperu
nderstandingofthelgbopeople'sculturalandhistoricalheritage.

Akpan's’"EconomicDiplomacyinibibioland:ThePre-
colonialPerspective"isajournalarticlepublishedinthelnternationallournalofSocialSciences.Thestu
dyoffersanuancedunderstandingoftheeconomichistoryofpre-



colonialAfrica,specificallythelbibiopeople.TheauthorarguesthatcontrarytoEurocentrictheories, th
elbibiopre-
colonialeconomywaspremisedonagriculture,trade,andlocalindustries,andwasmorecoordinated,
complex,anddiversifiedthanpreviouslythought.Thestudyhighlightstheimportanceofeconomicdipl
omacyinthesuccessofthelbibioeconomy,whichwaspracticedthroughvariousmethodsandstrategi
es.Theauthorrecommendsthatpresent-
daylbibioeconomyshouldnotbedivorcedfromthesefundamentalvariablestoachieveeconomicrele
vance.Thestudyissignificantinunderstandingtheeconomichistoryofpre-
colonialAfricaandtheimportanceofeconomicdiplomacyinachievingeconomicsuccess.Theauthor's
useofhistoricalanalyticalmethodprovidesacomprehensiveunderstandingofthelbibiopeople'seco
nomicpracticesandtheirsignificanceinthepre-colonialperiod.

ChidumeandNmaiju'sarticle, "' TheAroHegemony:DissectingTheMythAndReality"isajournalarticle
thatexaminesthehistoricalroleandinfluenceoftheArochukwupeopleinigboland.Theauthorsarguet
hatmostwrittenaccountsoftheArochukwupeopledonotrepresentfactualtruthsbutembodyembelli
shments,myths,andconjectures.ThestudyhighlightstheArochukwupeople'ssignificantroleinthesl
avetradeandtheirstrategiclocationintheCrossRiverbasin,whichpositionedthemasmiddlementoEu
ropeanslavemerchants.TheauthorscontendthattheArochukwupeople'sexploitshavebeenrender
edincurrentnarrativesandwritingsashistoricaltruths,whicharecontestable.Thestudyissignificantin
understandingthehistoryoftheArochukwupeopleandtheneedtocriticallyevaluatehistoricalaccoun
ts.Theauthors'useofhistoricalanalysisprovidesacomprehensiveunderstandingoftheArochukwupe
ople'sroleintheslavetradeandtheirinfluenceinlgboland.Thegapthatthisresearchworkisgoingtofilli
stheexaminationoftheinter-grouprelationsbetweenlkot-EkpeneandArochukwuinpre-
colonialtimes.Whilethestudiesreviewedprovidevaluableinsightsintothediplomaticpractices,econ
omichistory,andhistoricalaccountsofthelgbo-
speakingpeople,theydonotspecificallyexaminetheinter-grouprelationsbetweenlkot-
EkpeneandArochukwu.Thisresearchworkaimstocontributetoadeeperunderstandingofthecomple
xdynamicsthatshapedthehistoryofbothcommunitiesandprovideinsightsintothewaysinwhichinter
-grouprelationsinfluencedtheirdevelopment.

E.Udo,andOkpalaekeintheirbook®BoundaryDisputesanditsimplicationsoninter-
GroupRelationsinNigeria:TheAnnang-lgboExperience,1987-
2015examinetheimplicationsofboundarydisputesoninter-
grouprelationsinNigeria,usingtheAnnangpeopleandtheirlgboneighborsasacasestudy.Theauthors
arguethattheboundaryconflictbetweenbothgroupstookrootinstatecreationandBoundaryAdjust
mentexercisesconductedbythethenFederalMilitaryGovernment.Thestudyrevealsthatthebounda
rydisputehasdireconsequencesonlong-standinginter-grouprelations,whichgoesbacktopre-
colonialtimes.Theauthorsrecommendthatpolicy-
makersandtraditionalleadersmustendeavortoavertfurtherimbrogliothroughproperinvestigation,



consultations,andreconciliationexercises.UdoE.,andOkpalaeke'sjournalissignificantinunderstand
ingtheimpactofboundarydisputesoninter-
grouprelations,anditcontributestoadeeperunderstandingofthecomplexdynamicsthatshapethere
lationshipsbetweendifferentgroupsinNigeria.TheirresearchprovidesvaluableinsightsintotheAnna
ng-
Igboexperience,highlightingtheneedforeffectiveconflictresolutionmechanismstopromotepeacef
ulcoexistence.

Edetinhisjournalarticle!®"LeadingTheoriesinAkwalbomColonialHistoriography"examinestheconc
eptofcolonialhistoriographyanditsimpactonthehistoryofAkwalbompeople.Theauthorarguesthat
EuropeanwritersusedracialideologyandpseudoascientifictheoriestovalidateEuropeandominatio
nofAfricannations,includingAkwalbom.Edethighlightstheneedtore-
examinethehistoryofAkwalbompeopleandchallengethedominantnarrativesthathavebeenshape
dbycolonialhistoriography.Thestudyprovidesvaluableinsightsintothewaysinwhichcolonialhistori
ographyhasinfluencedourunderstandingofAfricanhistory.Thegapthatthisresearchworkisgoingtof
illisthenexaminationoftheinter-grouprelationsbetweenlkot-EkpeneandArochukwuinpre-
colonialtimes.Whilethestudiesreviewedprovidevaluableinsightsintothediplomaticpractices,econ
omichistory,andhistoricalaccountsofthelgbo-
speakingpeople,theydonotspecificallyexaminetheinter-grouprelationsbetweenlkot-
EkpeneandArochukwu.Thisresearchworkaimstocontributetoadeeperunderstandingofthecomple
xdynamicsthatshapedthehistoryofbothcommunitiesandprovideinsightsintothewaysinwhichinter
-grouprelationsinfluencedtheirdevelopment.

C.l.Atuonwuinhisbook,*Origin, Migrationandinter-GroupRelationsinPre-
ColonialUbibiaCommunityprovidesacomprehensivestudyoftheUbibiapeople'shistory,focusingon
theirorigin,migration,andinter-
grouprelations.ThebookisapioneerefforttoreconstructthehistoryoftheUbibiapeopleusinghistoric
alresearchmethods,includingoralinterviews,archivalmaterials,andpublishedtexts.Atuonwu'swor
kshedslightonthecomplexitiesofigbohistoryandthedivergentoralaccountsoforiginandearlyhistor
ythatexistamongtheUbibiapeople.Thebook'sfindingshighlighttheimportanceofconsideringmultip
leperspectiveswhenreconstructingthehistoryofapeople.Thisworkcontributestoabetterunderstan
dingofthehistoricalcontextoftheUbibiacommunityanditsplacewithinthebroaderlgboculturalland
scape.ThebookissignificantbecauseitprovidesadetailedaccountoftheUbibiapeople'shistory,whic
hhasbeenshroudedincontroversyanddebate.Atuonwu'sworkisnotableforitsnuancedportrayaloft
heUbibiapeople,emphasizingtheiragencyandautonomyinshapingtheirownhistory.Thebook'sfindi
ngshavesignificantimplicationsforourunderstandingofthecomplexitiesofhumancultureandidentit
yintheregion.Thegapthatthisstudyisgoingtofillistheneedformorespecificanddetailedresearchont
heUbibiapeople'shistory,particularlyintheareaofinter-
grouprelations.WhileAtuonwu'sworkprovidesacomprehensiveoverviewoftheUbibiapeople'shist



ory,thereisstillaneedformorein-
depthresearchonspecificaspectsoftheirhistory,suchastheirinteractionswithneighboringcommuni
ties.

G.T.Basdeninhisbook,2AmongthelbosofNigeriaoffersadetailedaccountofthelbopeople'sculture,c
ustoms,andbeliefs.Thebookisbasedontheauthor'sextensiveexperiencelivingamongthelbopeople
andprovidesvaluableinsightsintotheirwayoflife.Basden'sworkisnotableforitsnuancedportrayaloft
helbopeople,highlightingboththeiruniqueculturalpracticesandtheirsharedhumanexperiences.Th
ebook'sfindingshavesignificantimplicationsforourunderstandingofthecomplexitiesofhumancultu
reandidentityintheregion.Thebookissignificantbecauseitprovidesarichanddetailedaccountofthel
bopeople'sculture,whichhasbeeninfluentialinshapingthebroaderculturallandscapeofNigeria.Bas
den'sworkisnotableforitsemphasisontheimportanceofunderstandingthelocalcontextandthenee
dforculturalsensitivityininteractionswiththelbopeople.Thebook'sfindingshavesignificantimplicati
onsforourunderstandingofthecomplexitiesofhumancultureandidentityintheregion.Thegapthatth
isstudyisgoingtofillistheneedformoreclearanddetailedresearchontheculturalpracticesandbeliefs
ofspecificlgbocommunities,suchastheUbibiapeople.WhileBasden'sworkprovidesacomprehensiv
eoverviewofthelbopeople'sculture,thereisstillaneedformorein-
depthresearchonspecificaspectsoftheirculture,suchastheirinteractionswithneighboringcommuni
tiesandtheimpactofcolonialismontheirculturalpractices.

D.FordeandG.l.Jonesintheirbook,'*ThelboandIbibio-SpeakingPeoplesofSouth-
EasternNigeriapresentacomprehensiveethnographicsurveyofthelboandlbibio-
speakingpeoplesofsouth-
easternNigeria.Thebookprovidesadetailedaccountofthesocial,economic,andculturalpracticesoft
hesepeoples,highlightingtheiruniquecharacteristicsandsharedexperiences.FordeandJones'worki
snotableforitssystematicapproachtoethnographicresearch,providingaframeworkforunderstandi
ngthecomplexitiesofhumancultureintheregion.Thebookissignificantbecauseitprovidesacompreh
ensiveoverviewoftheculturalpracticesandbeliefsofthelboandlbibio-
speakingpeoples,whichhasbeeninfluentialinshapingthebroaderculturallandscapeofNigeria.Ford
eandJones'workisnotableforitsemphasisontheimportanceofunderstandingthelocalcontextandth
eneedforculturalsensitivityininteractionswiththesepeoples.Thebook'sfindingshavesignificantimp
licationsforourunderstandingofthecomplexitiesofhumancultureandidentityintheregion.Thegapt
hatthisstudyisgoingtofillistheneedformorespecificanddetailedresearchontheculturalpracticesan
dbeliefsofspecificcommunities,suchastheUbibiapeople.WhileFordeandJones'workprovidesacom
prehensiveoverviewofthelboandlbibio-speakingpeoples,thereisstillaneedformorein-
depthresearchonspecificaspectsoftheirculture,suchastheirinteractionswithneighboringcommuni
tiesandtheimpactofcolonialismontheirculturalpractices.



A.E.Afigboinhisbook,*ThelgboandtheirNeighbour:Inter-
GroupRelationsinSoutheasternNigeriato1953providesacomprehensivestudyofthelgbopeopleand
theirinteractionswithneighboringgroupsinsoutheasternNigeria.Thebookexploresthecomplexdyn
amicsofinter-
grouprelationsintheregion,highlightingthehistorical,cultural,andeconomicfactorsthathaveshape
dtheseinteractions.Afigbo'sworkisnotableforitsnuancedportrayalofthelgbopeople,emphasizingt
heiragencyandautonomyinshapingtheirownhistory.Thebook'sfindingshavesignificantimplication
sforourunderstandingofthecomplexitiesofhumancultureandidentityintheregion.Afigbo'sworkde
monstratestheimportanceofhistoricalresearchinunderstandingthecomplexitiesofinter-
grouprelations.Thebookissignificantbecauseitprovidesadetailedaccountofthelgbopeople'sintera
ctionswithneighboringgroups,whichhasbeeninfluentialinshapingthebroaderculturallandscapeof
southeasternNigeria.Afigbo'sworkisnotableforitsemphasisontheimportanceofunderstandingthel
ocalcontextandtheneedforculturalsensitivityininteractionswiththelgbopeople.Thebook'sfindings
havesignificantimplicationsforourunderstandingofthecomplexitiesofhumancultureandidentityin
theregion.Thegapthatthisstudyisgoingtofillistheneedformorespecificanddetailedresearchonthei
nter-
grouprelationsofspecificlgbocommunities,suchastheUbibiapeople.WhileAfigbo'sworkprovidesac
omprehensiveoverviewofthelgbopeople'sinteractionswithneighboringgroups,thereisstillaneedf
ormorein-depthresearchonspecificaspectsoftheirinter-
grouprelations,suchastheimpactofcolonialismontheirinteractionswithneighboringcommunities.

K.Baffourinhisarticle,'>"AbiaStateCommunitiesRaidedbyAkwalbomResidents"reportsonarecenti
ncidentofinter-
groupconflictbetweencommunitiesinAbiaStateandAkwalbomState.Thearticlehighlightstheongoi
ngtensionsandconflictsthatexistbetweendifferentgroupsintheregion,emphasizingtheneedforfurt
herresearchandunderstanding.Baffour'sworkprovidesavaluablesnapshotofthecurrentstateofint
er-
grouprelationsintheregion,highlightingtheongoingchallengesandopportunitiesforbuildingpeacea
ndunderstandingbetweendifferentcommunities.Thearticleissignificantbecauseithighlightstheon
goingrelevanceofinter-
grouprelationsintheregion,andtheneedforcontinuedresearch.Baffour'sworkdemonstratestheim
portanceoflocal-levelresearchinunderstandingthecomplexitiesofinter-
grouprelationsandhighlightstheneedforfurtherstudyinthisarea.Thegapthatthisstudyisgoingtofilli
stheneedformorein-depthresearchonthedynamicsofinter-
grouprelationsintheregion.WhileBaffour'sarticleprovidesavaluablesnapshotofthecurrentstateofi
nter-
grouprelations,thereisstillaneedformorecomprehensiveresearchonthehistorical,cultural,andeco
nomicfactorsthatshapetheseinteractions.



M.S.EkpukinhisunpublishedB.Alongessay, " Annang-Igbolnter-GroupRelations,1957-
1970"exploresthecomplexdynamicsofinter-
grouprelationsbetweentheAnnangandigbopeopleinthemid-
20thcentury.Theessayprovidesadetailedanalysisofthehistorical,cultural,andeconomicfactorsthat
shapedtheseinteractions,highlightingthecomplexitiesofhumancultureandidentityintheregion.Ek
puk'sworkdemonstratestheimportanceoflocal-
levelresearchinunderstandingthecomplexitiesofinter-
grouprelationsandhighlightstheneedforfurtherstudyinthisarea.Theessayissignificantbecauseitpr
ovidesavaluableinsightintotheinter-
grouprelationsbetweentheAnnangandigbopeople,highlightingtheongoingchallengesandopportu
nitiesforbuildingpeaceandunderstandingbetweendifferentcommunities.Ekpuk'sworkdemonstra
testheimportanceofunderstandingthelocalcontextandtheneedforculturalsensitivityininteraction
swithdifferentcommunities.Thegapthatthisstudyisgoingtofillistheneedformorecomprehensivere
searchontheinter-
grouprelationsofspecificcommunities,muchastheUbibiapeople.WhileEkpuk'sessayprovidesavalu
ableinsightintotheinter-
grouprelationsbetweentheAnnangandigbopeople,thereisstillaneedformorein-
depthresearchonspecificaspectsoftheirinter-
grouprelations,suchastheimpactofcolonialismontheirinteractionswithneighboringcommunities.

ChapterOutline

ChapterOne:BackgroundtoTheStudy
Thischaptercontainstheaimandobjectives,scopeofthestudy,methodologyandliteraturereview.
ChapterTwo:ABriefHistoryoflkot-EkpeneandAroChukwu

Thischapterprovidesanoverviewofthehistoricalcontextoflkot-EkpeneandAroChukwuinpre-
colonialtimes.ltexplorestheirgeographicallocation,culturalcontext,traditionalpoliticalandsocialst
ructures,economicactivities,andtradenetworks.

ChapterThree:EconomicRelationsbetweenlkot-EkpeneandAroChukwuinPre-ColonialTimes

Thischapterexaminestheeconomicrelationsbetweenlkot-EkpeneandAroChukwuinpre-
colonialtimes.Itdiscussestheeconomicfactorsthatinfluencedtheserelations,suchastrade,culture,a
ndpolitics,andexplorestheformsofinteractionbetweenthetwocommunities.

ChapterFour:Socio-PoliticalRelationsbetweenlkot-EkpeneandAroChukwu



Thischapterassessesthesocio-politicalrelationsoflkot-
EkpeneandAroChukwu.ltexaminesthesocialandpoliticalimpactsoftheserelations,highlightinghow
theyshapedthedevelopmentofbothcommunities.

ChapterFive:Conclusion

Thisisthesummaryoftheentireresearchwork.

Endnotes

1.).Charles,TheHistoryofAfricans,(NewYork:HillandWang,2020),12-15.
2.S.Jane,"ThelmpactofColonialismonAfricanCulture"JournalofAfricanStudies,20(1),2019:34-41.
3.W.Robert, TheOxfordHandbookofAfricanHistory(Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress,2018),456-457.

4.D.Mark,"TheRoleofWomeninAfricanSocieties"AfricanJournalofGenderStudies,15(2),2017:25-
27.

5.B.James,AfricanPoliticsandEconomy(London:Routledge,2022),101-105.

6.C.ChukwudikeandE.Eminue,"DynamicsofPre-
colonialDiplomaticPracticesAmongthelgboSpeakingPeopleofSoutheasternNigeria,1800-
1900:AHistoricalEvaluation"JournalofAfricanHistoricalStudies,3(1),12-20.

7.A.Akpan,"EconomicDiplomacyinlbibioland:ThePre-
colonialPerspective"JournalofEconomicHistory,1(1),23-35.

8.A.ChidumeandO.Nmaju,"TheAroHegemony:DissectingTheMythAndReality"JournalofAfricanHi
storicalStudies,2(1):45-50.

9.E.UdohandO.Okpalaeke,"BoundaryDisputesandltsimplicationsoninter-
GroupRelationsinNigeria:TheAnnang-IgboExperience1987-
2015"JournalofConflictStudies,2(1):78-85.



10.A.Edet"LeadingTheoriesinAkwalbom"AkwalbomJournalofHistory,1(1):10-18.

11.C.I.Atuonwu,"Origin,MigrationandInter-GroupRelationsinPre-
ColonialUbibiaCommunity"JournalofAfricanStudies,2(1),2014:23.

12.G.T.Basden,AmongthelbosofNigeria(London:Seeley,Service&Co.Limited,1921),12.

13.D.FordeandG.l.Jones,ThelboandlIbibio-SpeakingPeoplesofSouth-
EasternNigeria(London:InternationalAfricaninstitute),1.

14.A.Afigbo, ThelgboandtheirNeighbour:Inter-
GroupRelationsinSoutheasternNigeriato1953(Ibadan:UniversityPress,1983),25.

15.K.Baffour,“AbiaStateCommunitiesRaidedbyAkwalbomResidents,”https://www.naija.ng/4025
42-abia-state-communities-raided-by-akwa-ibomresidents.htmI#402542Accessed16July,2025.

16.M.S.Ekpuk,“Annang-Igbolnter-GroupRelations,1957-
1970,” UnpublishedB.ALongEssayDepartmentofHistoryandinternationalStudies(UniversityofUyo,
AkwalbomState,2015),54.



CHAPTERTWO

ABRIEFHISTORYOFIKOT-EKPENEANDAROCHUKWU

IkotEkpeneandAroChukwuaretwosignificanttownsinthesoutheasternregionofNigeria,witharichhi
storyandculturethatspanscenturies.Geographically,lkotEkpeneislocatedinAkwalbomState,occup
yingalargeportionoftheSouth-

SoutherngeopoliticalzoneofNigeria.AroChukwu,ontheotherhand,islocatedinAbiaState,whichwas

createdin1991frompartoflmoState.?

Inpre-
colonialtimes,thepoliticalorganizationoflkotEkpeneandAroChukwuwascharacterizedbyasystemo
ftraditionalleadership,withacouncilofeldersandaparamountrulerwhoservedastheceremonialhea
dofthetown.TheAroConfederacy,whichwasapowerfulandinfluentialentityintheregion,wasforme
dthroughtheamalgamationofthreepowerfuldynasties:thelbibioclan,ledbyObongOkonlta,andthel
gbodynasties,ledbyMaziAgwulnobiaandMaziNnachilpia.ThismarkedtheinceptionoftheAronation

-state.?



TheAroConfederacywasahighlyorganizedandprogressivepower,supportedbyahierarchyofpriests
andchiefswhowereagentsoftheall-
powerfulgod,lbiniUkpabi.TheAroswerehighlyrespectedandappreciatedwithinthelgboandnon-
IgbolandsofeasternNigeria.TheAromanwasregardedasasacredbeingnottobeattacked,killed,orloo
ted,andsuchanactagainsttheAromanbroughtinstantpunishmentontheperpetrators.Tradeandco
mmerceplayedavitalroleintheeconomiesoflkotEkpeneandAroChukwu.TheAroConfederacymono
polizedtradeinEasternNigeria,Deltaareas,southernlgalaareas,andperhapsevenbeyondtheborder
sofNigeriathroughoracularandeconomicforces.SomeslaveswerecapturedbyfierceAroslaveraider
sandwarriorswerefearedandbackedupbyalliessuchasOhafia,Abam,Bende,Abiriba,Afikpo,andoth

erwarriorlandsthatsuppliedrecruitersandmercenaries.?

Intermsofreligion,theAroshadarichtraditionalistandreligiousbeliefsystem.Theybelievedinthepow
eroftheirgod,lbiniUkpabi,whowasamediatinggodamongtheAros.ThelbiniUkpabishrinewasusedfo
rsellingslavesduringtheslavetrade,andthepriestsoflbiniUkpabispreadthereligionandtheAroConfe
deracywasinpower.TheEkpesociety,asacredcultoriginallyfromeastoftheCrossRiver,playedasignifi
cantroleinArocultism.ThehighlyreligiousandjudicialculttookamajorpartinArocultism,andtheuseo

fthewritingsystem,Nsibidi,wasbasedonsecretsocietieslikeEkpe.*

TheArosalsohadastrongmilitarytradition,withawell-
organizedsystemofdefensethatallowedthemtoresistBritishcolonization.TheAroConfederacywasa
powerfulmilitaryforceintheprecolonialera,withastrongemphasisonwarriorculture.Thelkperikpe
warriordancewasveryfamousamongwarriorsintheolddaysandcontinuestobepracticed.Themilitar

yhistoryoflkotEkpeneandAroChukwuisalsonotable,particularlyduringtheAro-



Ibibiowars,whichwereaseriesofconflictsbetweentheAropeopleandseverallbibiogroupsinpresent-
daySoutheasternNigeriafrom1630t01720.ThesewarsledtothefoundationoftheArochukwukingdo
m.TheAroConfederacy'smilitarypowerwaseventuallybrokenbytheBritishforceswiththeirsuperior

firepowerintheAnglo-Arowarof1901-1902.°

Thepre-
colonialhistoryoflkotEkpeneandAroChukwuisarichandcomplextopicthatspanscenturies.Thetown
s'geography,politicalorganization,tradeandcommerce,religion,andmilitaryanddefensesystemsall

playedsignificantrolesinshapingtheirdevelopmentandgrowth.®

Geographyoflkot-EkpeneandAroChukwu

IkotEkpene,atownwitharichhistory,issituatedinthesouth-
southernstateofAkwalbom,Nigeria.Thetownisoftenreferredtoasthe"raffiatown"duetoitsassociat
ionwithraffiaproducts,anditiswidelyregardedasahubofartisticexpression.ThenamelkotEkpeneisd

erivedfromavillageofthesamename,whichwasinitiallyinhabitedbytenfamilies.’

Asasignificantculturalandpoliticalcenter,lkotEkpeneservesasthecapitaloftheAnnangethnicgroupi
nNigeria.AccordingtoKannanNair,arenownedhistorian,thetownisnotonlyaculturalbutalsoapolitic
alhubforboththeAnnangsandthelbibios.Geographically,lkotEkpeneislocatedalongtheA342highw
ay,whichrunsparalleltothecoast,connectingmajortownssuchasCalabar,Aba,andUyo.Umuahiaisth

enextmajortowntothenorth.?

Thetown'sstrategiclocationhascontributedtoitsculturalandeconomicsignificance,withthelbibiosr

esidingtotheeastandmostoftheAnnangslivingtothesouth.ThehistoryoflkotEkpeneisdeeplyintert



winedwiththetraditionsandcustomsofitsinhabitants,makingitafascinatingsubjectforstudy.Incont
rast,Arochukwuhasauniquetraditionoforiginthatdatesbacktoaround300AD.Accordingtohistorica
laccounts,thelandwasinitiallyinhabitedbythelbibiopeople,whomigratedfromtheBenuevalleyand

establishedearlysettlementssuchasObongOkonltaandlbom.Thelbibiopeopleplayedasignificantro

leinshapingtheearlyhistoryofArochukwu.®

Overtime,thelgbogroup,ledbyAgwulnobia,arrivedintheareaandfoundedseveralsettlements.This
groupreferredtothemselvesastheEzeagwugroup.Thearrivalofthelgbosettlersledtoaconflictwitht
helbibiolandlordsoverlandownership,resultinginastalemate.Thewarbetweenthetwogroupshada

profoundimpactonthehistoryanddevelopmentofArochukwu.®

ThehistoryofArochukwuisareflectionofthediverseculturalandethnicinfluencesthathaveshapedth

eregion.Thetown'sstrategiclocationandrichculturalheritagehavecontributedtoitssignificanceinth
eregion.UnderstandingthehistoryandgeographyofArochukwuandlkotEkpeneprovidesvaluableins
ightsintothecomplexitiesofhumancultureandidentityintheregion.ThegeographyoflkotEkpeneand
Arochukwuischaracterizedbyadiverselandscapeandclimate,whichhaveplayedasignificantroleinsh
apingthehistoryandcultureoftheregion.Theregion'suniqueculturalandethnicdiversityhascontribu

tedtoitsrichhistoryandheritage,makingitanimportantsubjectforstudyandexploration.!!

PoliticalOrganizationoflkot-Ekpene

Thepoliticalorganizationoflkot-
Ekpeneisdeeplyrootedinthehistoryandcultureoftheregion.Intheearly20thcentury,theBritishcolo
nialadministrationestablishedapresenceinlkot-

Ekpene,whichbecameanimportantadministrativecenter.Thetown'sstrategiclocationmadeitanatt



ractivehubfortradeandcommerce,andseveralEuropeancompanies,includinglohnHoltandPaterso

nZochonis,setuppostsandstoresinthetown.!?

Theestablishmentofthesecompaniesledtoaninfluxofpeoplefromsurroundingareas,andlkot-
Ekpenebecameavibrantmetropolis.Thecolonialadministrationbuiltamainmarketin1937,whichhel
pedtoorganizetradeandcommerceinthetown.ThemarketwasdesignedtoseparateEuropeangoods

fromindigenousarticles,andaslaughterhousewasaddedtoallowfortheinspectionofmeat.?

Inthepost-colonialera,lkot-Ekpenecontinuedtoplayimportantrolesintheregion.lkot-
EkpenebecameamunicipalcenterinthestateofAkwalbomremainsasignificantculturalandhistorical
site.Understandingthepoliticalorganizationofthesetownsprovidesvaluableinsightsintothecomple

xitiesofhumancultureandidentityintheregion.#

PoliticalOrganizationofAroChukwu

AroChukwu,ontheotherhand,hasarichhistorythatdatesbacktothel7thcentury.Accordingtolocaltr
adition,thetownwasfoundedbyanallianceof19settlements,includingoldandnewones.Thealliance
wasformedafteragroupofigbopeople,ledbyAgwulnobia,migratedtotheareaandfoundedseveralse
ttlements.Thelgbogroupbecameentangledinawarwiththelbibiolandlordsoverlandownership,but
astalemateensued.Inreaction,theEze-
AgwuclaninvitedapriestnamedNnachifromtheEddaclanofnortheasternigboland,whobroughtwith
himagroupofAkpapeople.TheAkpaforces,ledbyOsimandAkumaNnubi,helpedthelgbogroupcaptur

etherestofthearea,leadingtotheformationoftheArochukwukingdomaround1650-1700.%°



TheArochukwukingdomwasruledbytheEzeAro,withthefirstkingbeingAkuma.Afterhisdeath,Nnac
hi'sson,OkeNnachi,tookover,andhisdescendantshaveruledthethronetothisday.Thekingdom'shist
oryismarkedbyitsrelationshipwiththeAbiribapeople,whoarerenownedfortheirbraveryandskillsini
ronworking.TheAbiribapeoplehavealonghistoryofwarfareandbravery,andtheirskillsinironworkin
gplayedasignificantroleintheirmigratorymovementfromAkpatoAbiriba.Theyfoughtseveralwars,i
ncludinganotableoneagainstthelbibiopeople,whohaddevisedameansofspreadingterrorandfearu
singmasquerades.TheAbiribapeoplewerecalleduponbytheAropeopletoassisttheminfightingagain

stthelbibio,andtheysentsevenwarriorstodefeatthelbibiomasquerades.'®

TheAbiribapeopledidnotfightasmercenariesbutratherforglory,bloodheroism,andtoprotecttheirh
omelandandbusinessinterests.Theirmilitaryexploitshavebecomeanintegralpartoftheirhistoryand
culturalidentity.Thetown'smarket,whichwasbuiltbythecolonialadministration,isstillanimportant
hubfortradeandcommerce.ThehistoryoftheAbiribapeopleandtheirmilitaryexploitsisalsoanimpor

tantpartoftheregion'sculturalheritage.’

TradeandCommerce

Ikot-
Ekpeneisknownasaregionalcenterofcommerce,withnotableexportsofpalmproducts,includingpal
moil, kernels,raffiaproducts,andgroundcropssuchasyams,cassava,taro,andcorn.Thetown'sstrateg
iclocationhasmadeitanattractivehubfortradeandcommerce,withadiversepopulationofAnnangpe
ople,lgbotraders,andHausaSuyavendors.Thetown'seconomyisalsodrivenbyitsrichculturalheritag
e,withbasketweaving,sculpture,andraffiacanefurniturebeingnotableexports.Theraffiaindustryisp

articularlysignificant,withlkot-



Ekpenebeingknownasthe"raffiatown."Thetown'sartisansareskilledincraftingbeautifulandintricat

eraffiaproducts,whicharehighlyprizedbylocalsandtouristsalike.®

AroChukwu,ontheotherhand,hasalonghistoryoftradeandcommercethatdatesbacktothel7thcent
ury.TheAropeoplewereknownfortheirhighlyorganizedandprogressivepower,supportedbyahierar
chyofpriestsandchiefswhowereagentsoftheall-powerfulgod,lbini-
Ukpabi.TheAropeoplewereskilledtraderswhomaintainedtheircustomsandtraditionsdespitesettli

ngamongothercultures.TheAropeopleplayedasignificantroleintheslavetrade,withtheiroracle,lbin

Ukpabi,beingusedtosellslavestoEuropeantraders.TheAroalsohadanetworkoftraderoutesthatexte
ndedtoallpartsoflgbolandandstretchedtothesouthernlgboareas.Theirmiddlemencommercialacti

vitieswerenottransparent,andtheywereknownfortheirshrewdbusinessacumen.*®

TheAropeople'sinfluencereacheditszenithduringtheslavetrade,withtheirwealthandascendancyb
asedonthetrade.However,withtheabolitionofslaveryandthepenetrationofEuropeancolonizers,th
eAro'sdominancewasdrasticallydecreased,andtheirinfluencethroughoutigbolandwassignificantl
yreduced.TheAropeoplehavearichtraditionandculture,withtheEkpesocietybeingasignificantpart
oftheircultism.TheuseoftheNsibidiwritingsystem,whichisbasedonsecretsocietieslikeEkpe,isalsoa
nimportantpartofAroculture.Thelbini-

Ukpabishrine,whichwasusedforsellingslavesduringtheslavetrade,isstillanimportantpartofArohist

oryandculture.?°

Thetradeandmarketoflkot-

EkpeneandAroChukwucontinuetoplayanimportantroleintheregion'seconomyandculture.Thetow



ns'richculturalheritageandhistoryarestillcelebrated,andtheirartisansandtraderscontinuetothrive.
Thetradeandmarketoflkot-
EkpeneandAroChukwuaredeeplyrootedinthehistoryandcultureoftheregion.Thetowns'richcultur
alheritageandhistorycontinuetoshapetheireconomyandculture,andtheirartisansandtradersrema

inanessentialpartoftheregion'sidentity.?!

Religionoflkot-EkpeneandAroChukwu

Inthepre-colonialera,thepeopleoflkot-
EkpenepracticedatraditionalreligioncenteredonaSupremeBeingandvariousdeities.Thisreligion, k
nownas"Inam,"involvedadualisticapproachwithdirectworshipoftheSupremeBeing,knownasAbasi
Ibom,andindirectworshipofotherdeitiesthroughpriestsandshrines.ThelbibiopeoplebelievedinaSu
premeBeingwhowasseenasthecreatorofallthingsandtheultimatesourceofpower.Theybelievedth
atthisGodwasomnipresentandcouldbeworshippedanywhereandanytimethroughintermediaries.
AlongsidetheSupremeBeing,theyreveredvariousdeitiesandspiritsbelievedtoinhabitdifferentaspe
ctsofthenaturalworldandinfluencehumanaffairs.Thesedeitieshadtheirownpriestsandshrineswhe

reritualsandsacrificeswereperformedtoseektheirfavororappeasethem.??

Thepeopleoflkot-

Ekpenebelievedintheimportanceofmaintainingharmonywiththespiritualworldandpromotingsoci
alorder.Traditionalreligionplayedasignificantroleinshapingmoralityandsocialorder,withpeopleen
couragedtobeprayerful,pious,andfairintheirdealingswithothers.TheEkposociety,aprominentsoci

alandreligiousorganization,alsoplayedaroleinmaintainingsocialorderandenforcingtraditionallaws.
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InAroChukwu,thelbinaUkpabioraclewasasignificantpartofthepeople'sreligiousandculturalpractic
es.Accordingtooneaccount,theoraclewascreatedbyanEddanativedoctortogivespiritualprotection
totheAropeople.TheoraclewasbelievedtohavethepowertoprotecttheAropeopleandgivethemase
nseofsuperiorityoverotherlgbogroups.Thecustodiansofthesecretoftheoracleuseditsinfluenceand
itsrumoredawesomepowertowieldconsiderablepoliticalauthorityinArochukwuandbeyond.Thelb
inaUkpabioraclewasfamousforitsimpartialjudgmentinsettlingdisputes,anditsfamespreadfarand

wideaspeoplefromafarcametoconsulttheoracleaidedbyanetworkofagents.Theoracle'seffectiven
essandfamelayinitsapparentabilitytokillbysupernaturalmeansthosedisobeyingitsverdict.TheAro

middlemenwereabletoestablishnewsettlementsoutsideArochukwuthroughtheoracle'sinfluence.

24

TheintroductionofChristianityledtosyncretisminsomeareasoflkot-
Ekpene,withablendingoftraditionalbeliefswithChristianpractices.ThisisevidentinthestoryofEdide
mBassey,whoproclaimedhimselfaslesusChristandattractedfollowerswhosawhimasadivinefigure.
Thereligionoflkot-
EkpeneandAroChukwucontinuestoplayanimportantroleintheregion'scultureandidentity. Thepeo
ple'straditionalbeliefsandpracticesremainanessentialpartoftheirheritage,andtheirhistoryandcult
uralidentitycontinuetoshapetheirlives.ThelegacyofthelbinaUkpabioracleandthetraditionalreligio
noflkot-
EkpeneandAroChukwucontinuestoinfluencetheregion'scultureandidentity.Thepeople'srichcultu
ralheritageandhistoryremainanessentialpartoftheiridentity,andtheirtraditionalbeliefsandpractic

escontinuetoshapetheirlives.?®



MilitaryandDefense

Inpre-coloniallkot-
Ekpene,theAnnangpeoplereliedonacombinationoftraditionalweaponry,strategicalliances,andspi
ritualpowersfortheirmilitarydefense.Theyfacedfrequentinter-
tribalwarswithneighboringgroups,necessitatingarobustdefensesystem.TheAnnangpeopleprimari
lyusedtraditionalweaponssuchasspears,knives,andarrows.Theyalsoformedspecializedwarriorgro
ups.TheAnnangpeopleemployeddefensivestrategieslikediggingtrenchescoveredwiththornsandst
rategicambushestodeterandrepelattacks.Theyalsoformedallianceswithothercommunitiestobols
tertheirdefenseagainstlargerthreats.However,thesealliancescouldbefragileandpronetoconflict. T
heAnnangpeopleheavilyreliedonspiritualpowersandritualstoaidtheminwarfare,believingtheycou
Idinfluencetheoutcomeofbattles.Theirspiritualpracticesplayedasignificantroleinshapingtheirmili

tarytacticsanddefensestrategies.?®

AroChukwuhasarichhistoryofmilitaryexploits,particularlyintheirrelationshipwiththeAbiribapeopl
e.TheAbiribapeoplearerenownedasgreatwarriorsandblacksmiths,andtheirbraveryandknowledge
ofironworkaidedtheirmigratorymovementfromtheirnativeAkpalandtotheirpresentlocation.TheA
ro-
IbibiowarswereaseriesofconflictsbetweentheAropeopleandthelbibiopeopleinwhatisnowsouthe
asternNigeria.ThesewarsledtothefoundationoftheArochukwukingdom.Thewarswerefoughtbetw

een1630and1902,withtheAropeopleemergingvictorious.?’

TheAropeople,ledbyAgwulnobiaandNnachi,formedanalliancewiththeAkpapeople,whowereskille

dwarriors.TheAkpaforces,ledbyOsimandAkumaNnubi,helpedtherebelgroupconquertherestofthe



area.Thisformedanallianceofl9newandoldstatesintheregionknownastheArochukwukingdombet
weenl1650and1700.ThefirstkingoftheArochukwukingdomwasAkuma,butafterhisdeath,OkeNnac
hi,sonofNnachi,assumedpower,andhisdescendantsstilloccupythethronetoday.Bythemid-

18thcentury,thereweremassmigrationsofseveralArobusinessfamiliesalloverEasternNigeriaandsu
rroundingareas.Thismigration,influenceoftheirgodlbiniUkpabithroughpriests,andtheirmilitarypo
wersupportedbyallianceswithseveralrelatedneighboringlgboandeasternCrossRivermilitarizedsta

tesquicklyestablishedtheAroConfederacyasadominantforce.?®

TheBritishattemptedtoconquertheAroConfederacyin1899.By1901,thetensionswereespeciallyint
ensifiedwhenBritishpreparedfortheAroExpedition.TheinvasionofObeguwasthelastmajorArooffe
nsivebeforethestartoftheAnglo-
AroWar.InNovember1901,theBritishlaunchedtheAroExpedition,andafterstrongAroresistance,Ar
ochukwuwascapturedonDecember28,1901.Byearly1902,thewarwasover,andtheAroresistanceco

llapsed.?®

IkotEkpene'smilitaryhistoryisalsonotable,particularlyduringtheBiafrancivilwar.Thetownhadstrat
egicmilitaryandpoliticalimportancetoboththeBiafransandNigerians.Thetownandtheareachanged
handsatleastthreetimesinthisbitterconflict.UnderBritishrule,lkotEkpenebecametheseatofbothth
eAnnangDivisionandlkotEkpeneCountyCouncil.Today,itisamunicipalcenterinthestateofAkwalbo
m.ThefirstexperimentalLocalGovernment(County)inBritishWestAfricawaslkotEkpeneinAkwalbo
mState.BritishtroopsarrivedintheareafromCalabarandestablishedagarrisonthereinJanuary1904,

puttingUmorenEyenobonginchargeoftheimmediateAnnangpeople.3®
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CHAPTERTHREE

ECONOMICRELATIONSBETWEENIKOT-EKPENEANDAROCHUKWUINPRE-COLONIALTIMES



TheeconomicrelationsbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuwereavitalpartofthepre-
colonialera,withtradeplayingacrucialroleintheeconomicandsocialdevelopmentofbothcommuniti
es.Thetraderoutesbetweenthetwocommunitieswerewell-
established,withgoodssuchaspalmoil,slaves,salt,andEuropeangoodslikecloth,guns,andgunpowd

erbeingexchanged.?

ThecommoditiesexchangedbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuwerediverse,withpalmoilbeinga
majorexportoflkotEkpene.TheAroConfederacy'stradingnetworkwashighlyorganized,withtrading
postsandagentsestablishedinvariouslocations.TheArotraderswereskilledmiddlemenwhofacilitat
edtheexchangeofgoodsbetweendifferentcommunities.Theeconomicinfluenceoftradeonlocalco
mmunitieswassubstantial,withtradefacilitatingtheexchangeofgoodsandideas.TheAroConfederac
y'stradingnetworkplayedamajorroleintheregionaleconomy,anditslegacycanstillbeseeninthemod
ern-
dayeconomyoftheregion.Tradepromotedeconomicgrowthanddevelopment,aswellasculturalexc

hangebetweendifferentcommunities.?

ThetraderelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuwasbuiltontrustandmutualbenefit,witht
heArotradersestablishingrelationshipswithEuropeantradersandplayingamajorroleintheregionale
conomy.Theeconomicbenefitsoftradeinlocalcommunitieswerenumerous,withtradepromotingec
onomicgrowthanddevelopment,aswellasculturalexchangebetweendifferentcommunities.Theec
onomicrelationsbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuwerealsoinfluencedbythegeographyofthere

gion,withtheregion'srivers,coastalareas,andlandroutesplayingacrucialroleinthetransportationof



goodsandthedevelopmentoftrade.TheAroConfederacy'stradingnetworkwashighlyorganized,wit

htradingpostsandagentsestablishedinvariouslocations.?

Tradepromotedeconomicgrowthanddevelopment,aswellasculturalexchangebetweendifferentco
mmunities.TheeconomicrelationsbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuwereavitalpartofthepre-

colonialera,withtradeplayingacrucialroleintheeconomicandsocialdevelopmentofbothcommuniti
es.Theeconomicinfluenceoftradeonlocalcommunitieswassubstantial,withtradefacilitatingtheexc

hangeofgoodsandideas.

TradeNetworksandRoutes

TheArotraderswereskilledmiddlemenwhofacilitatedtheexchangeofgoodsbetweendifferentcom
munities.’ElderChiefOkoro,afarmerfromArochukwu,inhisview,statedthat"Therelationshipbroug
httradeandintermarriage.WeusedtotraveltolkotEkpenetotradepalmoilandbuyclothmaterials."T

hisnotestheimportanceoftradeintheeconomicrelationshipbetweenthetwocommunities.

Healsostated,"Theyweremajortradingpartners.Arochukwupeopleweremiddlemenbetweenthelg
boandEfik/lIbibiotraders.WebroughtgoodsfromthehinterlandtolkotEkpenemarkets."’Thishighlig
htsthesignificantrolethattheAroConfederacyplayedintheeconomicdevelopmentoftheregion.Hen
oted,"WeusedtotraveltolkotEkpenetotradepalmoilandbuyclothmaterials."Thisdescribesthesigni

ficantrolethattradeplayedintheeconomicrelationshipbetweenthetwocommunities.®

TheeconomicrelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuhashadalastingimpactonthecommu
nitiesinvolved.Thetraderelationshipbetweenthetwocommunitiesfacilitatedtheexchangeofgoods

andideas,anditplayedasignificantroleintheeconomicandsocialdevelopmentofthecommunities.’T



heAroConfederacy'slegacycanbeseeninthemanytradingpracticesandtraditionsthatcontinuetoinfl

uencetheeconomyandsocietyoftheregion.®

Mmalquo,atraderfromlkotEkpene,sharedherinsightsontheeconomicrelationship,stating,'*"They
weremajortradingpartners.lkotEkpenehadcraftsandfoodstuff,whiletheArosbroughtgoodsfromfa
rplaces.Theexchangewasbeneficialtoboth."Thisunderscoresthemutualbenefitsofthetraderelatio
nshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwu.Shestated,"TheAroswererespectedtradersandspirituall
eaders.Theycamewiththeiroracleandsettledamongus.Theyhelpedlinkuswithotherlgbogroupsand

increasedthewealthofourmarket.Theexchangewasbeneficialtoboth."*?

TheArotradersestablishedrelationshipswithEuropeantradersandplayedacrucialroleintheregional
economy.TheytradedinEuropeangoodssuchascloth,guns,andgunpowder,andtheyacquiredthese
goodsthroughtheirtradeinslavesandothercommodities.TheeconomicrelationshipbetweenlkotEk
peneandArochukwuwasalsoinfluencedbythegeographyoftheregion.Theregion'srivers,coastalare
as,andlandroutesplayedasignificantroleinthetransportationofgoodsandthedevelopmentoftrade.
BTheArotraderswereskilledandadaptable,andtheywereabletonavigatethetraderelationshipsinth
eregion.Theydevelopedahighdegreeofexpertiseinvariousaspectsoftrade,includingnegotiation,tr

ansportation,andstorageofgoods.

ThetraderelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuwassignificant,withtheAroConfederacy

playingamajorroleintheregionaleconomy.Theeconomicrelationshipbetweenthetwocommunities
wasshapedbytheculturalandsocialcontextoftheregion.’®TheAroConfederacy'stradingnetworkwa
shighlyorganized,withtradingpostsandagentsestablishedinvariouslocations.TheArotradersweres

killedmiddlemenwhofacilitatedtheexchangeofgoodsbetweendifferentcommunities.Theeconomi



crelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuhashadalastingimpactonthecommunitiesinvolv
ed.Thetraderelationshipbetweenthetwocommunitiesfacilitatedtheexchangeofgoodsandideas,a

nditplayedasignificantroleintheeconomicandsocialdevelopmentofthecommunities.®

ThetradenetworksandroutesoflkotEkpeneandArochukwuplayedanimportantroleintheeconomic
andsocialdevelopmentofthepre-
colonialcommunitiesintheregion.TheAroConfederacy,withitspowerfuloraclelbiniUkpabi,establis
hedavastnetworkoftradingroutesthatextendedtoallpartsofigbolandandbeyond.TheArotradersw
ereskilledmiddlemenwhofacilitatedtheexchangeofgoodsbetweendifferentcommunities.TheAro
Confederacy'stradingnetworkwashighlyorganized,withtradingpostsandagentsestablishedinvario

uslocations.”

TheArotraderswereskillednavigatorsandtraderswhowereabletoadapttodifferentenvironmentsa
ndtradingconditions.Theydevelopedasystemofcreditandfinance,whichallowedthemtoconducttr
adeoverlongdistances.TheArotradenetworkwasnotlimitedtothelocalregion.ltextendedtootherpa
rtsoflgboland,aswellastoneighboringregionssuchastheCrossRiverregionandtheCamerooniancoas
t.TheArotradersestablishedrelationshipswithothertradinggroups,includingtheEfikandlbibiotrade
rs,andplayedasignificantroleintheregionaleconomy.Thetransatlanticslavetradeinfluencedtheregi
onaleconomyandsociety.TheAroConfederacywasheavilyinvolvedintheslavetrade,andmanyofthe
goodstradedintheregionwereusedtoacquireslaves.SlavesweretradedforEuropeangoodssuchasgu

ns,cloth,andothercommodities.*®

TheArotradersalsotradedinothergoods,includingpalmoil,ivory,andotherlocalproducts.Palmoilwa

samajorcommodityintheregion,anditwastradedextensivelybytheAroConfederacy.lvorywasanoth



ervaluablecommoditythatwastradedintheregion.TheAroConfederacy'stradingnetworkwaschara
cterizedbyahighdegreeoforganizationandspecialization.TheArotraderswereskilledinvariousaspe

ctsoftrade,includingnegotiation,transportation,andstorageofgoods.*®

ThetradenetworksandroutesoflkotEkpeneandArochukwuwereshapedbytheculturalandsocialcon
textoftheregion.TheArotraderswereinfluencedbytheculturalandsocialnormsofthecommunitiest

heytradedwith,andtheyadaptedtheirtradingpracticestofitthelocalcontext.TheAroConfederacy'st
radingnetworkwasalsoinfluencedbythepoliticalandeconomicconditionsoftheregion.Theriseandf
allofvarioustradingempiresandtheimpactofEuropeancolonizationhadasignificantimpactonthetra
denetworksandroutes.TheArotradersestablishedrelationshipswithEuropeantradersandplayedasi
gnificantroleintheregionaleconomy.?TheAroConfederacy'stradingnetworkwasamajorfactorinth
edevelopmentoftheregion.Thetradenetworkfacilitatedtheexchangeofgoodsandideas,anditplaye

dasignificantroleintheeconomicandsocialdevelopmentofthecommunitiesinvolved.?!

TheArotraderswereskilledandadaptable,andtheywereabletonavigatethetraderelationshipsinthe
region.Theydevelopedahighdegreeofexpertiseinvariousaspectsoftrade,includingnegotiation,tra
nsportation,andstorageofgoods.TheAroConfederacy'slegacycanbeseeninthemanytradingpractic
esandtraditionsthatcontinuetoinfluencetheeconomyandsocietyoftheregion.TheArotradersplaye
dasignificantroleinthedevelopmentoftheregion,andtheirlegacycontinuestobefelttoday.Thetrade
networksandroutesofikotEkpeneandArochukwuwereanimportantpartoftheregionaleconomyan

dsociety.??

Thetradenetworkfacilitatedtheexchangeofgoodsandideas,anditplayedasignificantroleinthedevel

opmentofthecommunitiesinvolved.TheArotraderswereskilledandadaptable,andtheywereableto



navigatethetraderelationshipsintheregion.Theydevelopedahighdegreeofexpertiseinvariousaspe
ctsoftrade,includingnegotiation,transportation,andstorageofgoods.TheAroConfederacy'slegacyc
anbeseeninthemanytradingpracticesandtraditionsthatcontinuetoinfluencetheeconomyandsocie

tyoftheregion.?3

CommoditiesandGoodsExchanged

ThecommoditiesandgoodsexchangedbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuweresignificantinthepr
e-
colonialera.AccordingtoElderQji,ateacherfromArochukwu,"ltopenedAroChukwutotheoutsidewo
rld.IkotEkpenewaslikeagatewayforustoreachtheEfikpeopleandeventhecoastaltraders."?*Thishig
hlightstheimportanceoftradeintheeconomicrelationshipbetweenthetwocommunities.Healsosta
tedthat"TheAroConfederacyusedtosendagentstolkotEkpenetomonitortrade.Someevenbecamep
artoftheircommunity."?*ThishighlightsthesignificantrolethattheAroConfederacyplayedintheecon

omicdevelopmentoftheregion.

ThetraderelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuwasbuiltonmutualinterest.TheAroConfe
deracy'stradingnetworkwashighlyorganized,withtradingpostsandagentsestablishedinvariousloc
ations.TheArotraderswereskilledmiddlemenwhofacilitatedtheexchangeofgoodsbetweendiffere

ntcommunities.?®

Mrs.NnennaOgbonna,amidwifefromArochukwu,statedthat"Manyofourpeoplesettledthereande
venmarried.ltcreatedasenseofunityandspreadourinfluence."?’Thisunderscoresthesignificantrole

thattradeplayedintheeconomicrelationshipbetweenthetwocommunities.Shealsonotedthat"Pal



moil,slaves,andkolanutswerecommontradeitems.Weneededeachother."?®Thisunderscoresthem

utualbenefitsofthetraderelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwu.

ThecommoditiesexchangedbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuincludedpalmoil,slaves,salt,andE
uropeangoodssuchascloth,guns,andgunpowder.TheAroConfederacy'stradingnetworkwashighly
organized,withtradingpostsandagentsestablishedinvariouslocations.TheArotraderswereskilledm

iddlemenwhofacilitatedtheexchangeofgoodsbetweendifferentcommunities.?®

Theeconomicrelationshipbetweenthetwocommunitieswasshapedbytheculturalandsocialcontext
oftheregion.TheeconomicrelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuhashadalastingimpact
onthecommunitiesinvolved.Thetraderelationshipbetweenthetwocommunitiesfacilitatedtheexc
hangeofgoodsandideas,anditplayedasignificantroleintheeconomicandsocialdevelopmentofthec
ommunities.TheAroConfederacy'slegacycanbeseeninthemanytradingpracticesandtraditionsthat

continuetoinfluencetheeconomyandsocietyoftheregion.3°

TheArotradersestablishedrelationshipswithEuropeantradersandplayedasignificantroleintheregi

onaleconomy.TheytradedinEuropeangoodssuchascloth,guns,andgunpowder,andtheyacquiredth
esegoodsthroughtheirtradeinslavesandothercommodities.Thetraderelationshipbetweenthetwo
communitiesfacilitatedtheexchangeofgoodsandideas,anditplayedasignificantroleintheeconomic
andsocialdevelopmentofthecommunities.TheAroConfederacy'slegacycanbeseeninthemanytradi

ngpracticesandtraditionsthatcontinuetoinfluencetheeconomyandsocietyoftheregion.3!

EconomiclnfluenceonLocalCommunities



Tradeplayedavitalroleintheeconomicandsocialdevelopmentofthesecommunities,facilitatingthee
xchangeofgoodsandideas.Localtradeinthesecommunitiesinvolvedtheexchangeofgoodsandservic
esamongpeoplelivingincloseproximitytoeachother.Marketswereusuallysmallandwerepatronized
bypeoplewhoweregenerallylocaltothearea.Themethodofexchangewasoftenbybarter,asystemof
exchangeofgoodsforgoods.Womenweremainlyinvolvedinlocaltrade,whereitemsoftradeweremai

nlyfooditemssuchasyams,cassava,okra,maize,melon,salt,fish,andpalmoil .3

Thenatureoftradeinlocalcommunitieswascharacterizedbyahighdegreeoforganizationandspeciali
zation.Tradersinvolvedinlocaltradedevelopedasystemofexchangethatwasbasedonthecoincidenc
eofwants.Thebartersystemwassupportedbyacodeofnormsandwasthefirststageinthemarketecon
omy.Long-distancetrade,ontheotherhand,involvedexport,re-export,andmulti-
lateralrelations.Tradersinvolvedinthiskindoftradevisiteddistantmarkets,andtheiractivitieswerec
haracterizedbyahighdegreeofriskanduncertainty.Tomitigatetheserisks,tradersadoptedcertainm
easures,suchasmovingingroupsandbeingaccompaniedbyarmedescorts.Theyalsoenteredintobloo

dpactswiththeirhostsandbusinesspartners,whichhelpedtoensuretheirsafetyandsecurity.33

Theeconomicinfluenceoftradeinlocalcommunitieswasalsofeltinthedevelopmentofinfrastructure,
suchasroadsandmarkets.Theconstructionofroadsandmarketsfacilitatedthemovementofgoodsan
dpeople,whichhelpedtopromotetradeandeconomicgrowth.Thedevelopmentofinfrastructureals

ohelpedtofacilitatetheexchangeofgoodsandservicesbetweendifferentcommunities.34

ElderInyangUmoren,avillageheadfromlkotEkpene,statedthat"Webecamemoreconnectedtothew
iderregion.ArochukwutradersmadeourmarketknownbeyondtheCrossRiverregion."*Thisexamin

esthesignificanceoftheeconomicrelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwu.InElderinyang's



view,thehistoricalrelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuexpandedthecommunity'sworl
dviewandimprovedtheirmarketsystem.Henotedthat"TheArosbroughtnews,stories,andproductsf
romfarplaces.Ourmarketsystemimprovedduetotheirtradingmodel."ElderInyangnotedthat"Theyi
ntroducednewmarkets,newproducts,andevenpoliticalconnections.Webenefitedfromtheirnetwo

rks."36

ElderUdoBassey,anex-
soldierfromlkotEkpene,sharedasimilarperspective.Accordingtohim,"ltexpandedourworldview.T
heArosbroughtnews,stories,andproductsfromfarplaces.Ourmarketsystemimprovedduetotheirtr
adingmodel."3’ThisunderscoresthesignificantrolethattheAroConfederacyplayedintheeconomicd
evelopmentoflkotEkpene.Healsostatedthat"Throughtradeinpalmoil,ivory,andevencloth.TheAros
actedasbrokers,andwebothgained."3Thisexaminesthemutualbenefitsofthetraderelationshipbet
weenlkotEkpeneandArochukwu.Thetraderelationshipbetweenthetwocommunitiesfacilitatedthe
exchangeofgoodsandideas,anditplayedasignificantroleintheeconomicandsocialdevelopmentoft

hecommunities.3?
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CHAPTERFOUR

SOCIO-POLITICALRELATIONSBETWEENIKOT-EKPENEANDAROCHUKWU

Thesocio-politicalrelationsbetweenArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpeneshedslightontherichhistoryandculturalheritageofthesetwocommunities.Inthepre-
colonialera,Arochukwuandlkot-
Ekpenehadacomplexnetworkofalliancesandconflictsthatshapedtheirrelationshipsandinfluenced
theirdevelopment.'ThehistoricalrelationshipbetweenArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpeneisarichandcomplexone,withmanyaspectsoftheircultureandtraditionsbeingsharedbetwee
nthetwocommunities.Thetwocommunitieswereabletoformalliancesandcooperatewitheachothe

r,whichhadalastingimpactontheirdevelopment.?



TheinfluenceofArochukwuonlkot-
Ekpenewassignificant,withmanyculturalpracticesandtraditionsbeingsharedbetweenthetwocom
munities.TheAroConfederacy'slegacycontinuestoshapethecultureandtraditionsoflkot-
Ekpene,withmanyaspectsofAroculturebeingincorporatedintolkot-
Ekpene'sownculturalpractices.Thisinfluenceisatestamenttothestronghistoricalrelationshipbetw
eenthetwocommunities.TheAroConfederacy'slegacycontinuestoshapethecultureandtraditionso
flkot-Ekpene,withmanyaspectsofAroculturebeingincorporatedintolkot-

Ekpene'sownculturalpractices.3

Arochukwu'straditionalinstitutions,suchasthelbiniUkpabioracle,playedasignificantroleinthecom
munity'sspiritualandjudicialpractices.Theoraclewasbelievedtohavethepowertosettledisputesan
dprovideguidancetothecommunity.TheEkpesocietyinlkot-
Ekpeneplayedasimilarrole,maintainingsocialorderandenforcingthedecisionsoftheelders.Thetradi
tionalinstitutionsofArochukwuandlkot-Ekpeneplayedacrucialroleinshapingtheirsocio-
politicalrelations.Theseinstitutionshelpedtomaintainsocialorder,settledisputes,andprovideguida

ncetothecommunity.*

ThemarriagecustomsandtraditionsofArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpenewerealsosignificant.ThetraditionalmarriageceremonyinArochukwuinvolvedseveralstages,
includingthepaymentofthebridepriceandthepresentationofthebridetothepublic.lkot-
Ekpene'sfatteningroomwasauniqueaspectoftheirmarriagecustoms,whereyoungwomenweresecl
udedandfedavarietyoffoodstopreparethemformarriage.ThemarriagecustomsandtraditionsofAro

chukwuandlkot-



Ekpenewerealsoanimportantaspectoftheirsociopoliticalrelations.Thetwocommunitieshadtheiro
wnuniguemarriagecustoms,whichwereshapedbytheirculturalandhistoricalcontexts.Thetradition
almarriageceremonyinArochukwuinvolvedseveralstages,includingthepaymentofthebridepricean

dthepresentationofthebridetothepublic.®

PoliticalRelations:Pre-ColonialAlliancesandConflicts

ArochukwuandlkotEkpenemaintainedawebofalliancesandrelationshipsthatplayedakeyroleinsha
pingtheregion.Theirrelationshipswereshapedbyavarietyoffactors,includingpoliticsandeconomics.
Thetwocommunitieswerepartofalargernetworkofcommunitiesandstates,andtheirrelationshipsw
ereinfluencedbyacomplexarrayoffactors.AccordingtoMr.NtonEssien,atraditionalist,fromlkot-
Ekpene,"theAroscamewiththeirspiritualandbusinessknowledge.Theylivedamongusandhelpedor
ganizeourtraderoutes."®Thisstatementhighlightstheimportanceoftradeandcommerceintherelati
onshipbetweenthetwocommunities.TheAroConfederacyplayedasignificantroleintheregion.ltsdi
plomaticeffortshelpedtoshapetherelationshipsbetweenthevariouscommunities.Theconfederacy
wasapowerfulandinfluentialentitythatwasabletonegotiateandsecureagreementswithothercom
munities.ThediplomaticeffortsofArochukwuandlkotEkpenewereoftenmarkedbycarefulnegotiati
onandcompromise.Healsonoted,"Welearnedalotfromthemabouttrade,especiallyhowtonegotiat
eandmaintainnetworks."Thisstatementhighlightstheimportanceofdiplomacyandnegotiationinth

erelationshipbetweenthetwocommunities.

Arochukwu'sdiplomaticeffortswereoftenfocusedonpromotingitsowninterestsandsecuringitsbor
ders.Thecommunitywaskeenlyawareoftheimportanceofmaintainingitssovereigntyandindepend

ence.AccordingtoElderNwachukwuOkafor,avillageelderfromArochukwu,"itgaveusrespectandacc



ess.Thelegacystillechoesinourandorganization."’Thisnotestheimportanceofsovereigntyandindep

endenceintherelationshipbetweenArochukwuandlkotEkpene.

TheconflictbetweenArochukwuandlkotEkpeneinthepre-
colonialerawasdrivenbyboundarydisputesandcompetitionforresources.Thetwocommunitieshad
ahistoryofinteraction,andtheirrelationshipwasmarkedbyperiodsofconflictandcooperation.Boun
darydisputeswereamajorsourceofconflictbetweenArochukwuandlkotEkpene.Theboundarybetw
eenthetwocommunitieswasnotclearlydefined,andthisledtodisputesandconflictsoverlandowners
hipandusage.Thedisputesoftenescalatedintoviolence,andthecommunitieswouldengageinarmed
conflict.TheconflictbetweenArochukwuandlkotEkpenewasalsodrivenbycompetitionforresources.
Bothcommunitieswereinterestedincontrollingtheresourcesoftheregion,includingland,traderout
es,andmarkets.Thecompetitionforresourcesoftenledtotensionsandconflictsbetweenthetwocom
munities.ArochukwuandlkotEkpenehadahistoryofalliancesandcooperation.TheAroConfederacyh
adestablisheddiplomaticrelationswithlkotEkpene.ThealliancesbetweenArochukwuandlkotEkpen
ewereoftenformedtocountercommonthreatsortoachievespecificgoals.Thetwocommunitiesmigh

tformanalliancetodefendagainstacommonenemyortosecureatradeagreement.®

TheAroConfederacyplayedasignificantroleintheregion.ltsdiplomaticeffortshelpedtoshapetherela
tionshipsbetweenthevariouscommunities.Theconfederacywasapowerfulandinfluentialentitytha
twasabletonegotiateandsecureagreementswithothercommunities.ThediplomaticeffortsofAroch
ukwuandlkotEkpenewereoftenmarkedbycarefulnegotiationandcompromise.Thetwocommunitie
swouldengageinlengthynegotiationstoresolvetheirdifferencesandreachamutuallybeneficialagre

ement.Thesenegotiationsrequiredahighdegreeofskillanddiplomacy.Arochukwu'sdiplomaticeffor



tswereoftenfocusedonpromotingitsowninterestsandsecuringitsborders.Thecommunitywaskeen
lyawareoftheimportanceofmaintainingitssovereigntyandindependence.ltwaswillingtotakestepst
oprotectitsinterests,includingformingallianceswithothercommunitiesandengagingindiplomatice
ffortstopromotemutualunderstandingandcooperation.TheboundarydisputesbetweenArochukw
uandlkotEkpenewereamajorchallengeforthetwocommunities.Thedisputesoftenledtoviolencean
dinstability.Thecommunitieswouldengageinarmedconflict,andthedisputeswouldoftentakealongt

imetoresolve.®

ArochukwuandlkotEkpenemaintainedawebofalliancesandrelationshipsthatplayedakeyroleinsha
pingtheregion.Theirrelationshipswereshapedbyavarietyoffactors,includingpoliticsandeconomics.
Thetwocommunitieswerepartofalargernetworkofcommunitiesandstates,andtheirrelationshipsw
ereinfluencedbyacomplexarrayoffactors.TheAroConfederacywasakeyplayerintheregion,anditsdi
plomaticeffortshelpedtoshapetherelationshipsbetweenthevariouscommunities.Theconfederacy
wasabletonegotiateandsecureagreementswithothercommunities,anditsdiplomaticeffortshelped

topromotestabilityandcooperationintheregion.*°

InfluenceoftheAroConfederacyonlkot-EkpenePolitics

TheinfluenceoftheAroConfederacyonlkot-
Ekpenepoliticsisatopicthathasgarneredsignificantattentioninrecentyears.AccordingtoChiefAkpa
nikoUdofia,abonesetterfromlkotEkpene,"webecameknownasacenteroftradepartlybecauseofthe
Aros.Theirnetworkbroughtgoodsandpeoplefromafar."Thisstatementhighlightsthesignificantrole
thattheAroConfederacyplayedinpromotingtradeandcommerceintheregion.TheAroConfederacy'

sinfluenceonlkot-



Ekpenepoliticscanbeseeninthewaythatthecommunity'spoliticalsystemandmarketswereshapedb
ytheAromodel.Hestatedthat,"Ourpoliticalsystemandmarketswereshapedpartlybytheirmodel.Th
eAroswereveryorganized."'Thisleveloforganizationandstructurehelpedtopromotestabilityandc
ooperationintheregion,andithadalastingimpactonthedevelopmentoflkotEkpene.TheAroConfede
racy'slegacycontinuestoshapethecultureandtraditionsoflkotEkpene,withmanyculturalpracticesa

ndtraditionsshowingsignsofArocontact.

ThehistoricalrelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuisalsosignificant.Hestatedthat,"theA
roswerepowerful.Theydidnotjusttrade—
theyinfluencedpolitics.ManydecisionsinthosedaysinvolvedAroinput."Thisstatementhighlightsthe
significantinfluencethattheAroConfederacyhadonthepoliticsoftheregion.TheAroConfederacy'sle
gacycontinuestoshapetheeconomyoflkotEkpene,withmanybusinessesandtradersstilloperatingin
theregion.TheeconomicrelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuwasalsosignificant,witht

heAroConfederacyplayingakeyroleinpromotingtradeandcommerceintheregion.*?

TheAroConfederacy'slegacycontinuestoshapethecultureandtraditionsoflkotEkpene.ChiefUdofia
statedthat,"ourculturegrewricher.Wesharedideas,names,andspiritualpractices.Someofourelder
sstillperformritualswithAroinfluence."Thisstatementhighlightsthesignificantculturalexchangetha
ttookplacebetweenthetwocommunities.TheAroConfederacy'slegacycontinuestoshapetheecono

myoflkotEkpene,withmanybusinessesandtradersstilloperatingintheregion.!?

ThesignificanceofunderstandingthehistorybetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwucannotbeoverstat
ed.ChiefUdofiastatedthat,"ithelpsuslearnthevalueofdiplomacyandcooperation.Thosearekeyless

onsformodernNigeria."Thisstatementhighlightstheimportanceofunderstandingthehistoricalrelat



ionshipbetweenthetwocommunities.BystudyingthehistoryoflkotEkpeneandArochukwu,wecang
ainvaluableinsightsintotheimportanceofdiplomacyandcooperationinpromotingpeaceandstabilit
yintheregion.TheAroConfederacy'slegacycontinuestoshapethecultureandtraditionsoflkotEkpen
e.TheAroConfederacy'sinfluenceonlkot-
Ekpenepoliticsisasignificanttopicthathasgarneredattentioninrecentyears.Thehistoricalrelationsh
ipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuissignificant,anditcontinuestoshapethepolitics,economy,an

dcultureoftheregion.

Henoted,"Arochukwupeopleusedtobringgoodsfromtheinterior,andwewouldsellthemtocoastaltr
aders.Theywerelikemiddlemen."ThisstatementhighlightstheimportantrolethattheAroConfedera
cyplayedinpromotingtradeandcommerceintheregion.TheAroConfederacy'slegacycontinuestosh

apetheeconomyoflkotEkpene,withmanybusinessesandtradersstilloperatingintheregion.Theecon
omicrelationshipbetweenlkotEkpeneandArochukwuwasalsosignificant,withtheAroConfederacyp

layingakeyroleinpromotingtradeandcommerceintheregion.'®

Traditionallnstitutions

ThelbinaUkpabi,alsoknownasthelLongluju,wasapowerfuloraclethatplayedasignificantroleinthetr
aditionalinstitutionsofArochukwu.Accordingtooneaccount,theoraclewascreatedbyanEddanative
doctorwhoinvitedtheAkpawarriorstofightfortheEze-

Agwugroup.Theoraclewasinitiallyintendedasachannelorobjectofworshipandinvocationforsafety
andblessingbutlaterbecametheprincipalorganthatplayedbothpoliticalandjudicialfunctions.Thecu

stodiansofthesecretoftheoracleuseditsinfluenceanditsrumoredawesomepowertowieldconsider



ablepoliticalauthorityinArochukwuandbeyond.Theoraclewasfamedforitsimpartialjudgmentinset
tlementofdisputes,anditsfamespreadlikewildfireaspeoplefromafarcametoconsulttheoracleaided
byanetworkofagents.AccordingtoG.lJones,theeffectivenessandthereforethefameoftheoraclelayi

nitsapparentabilitytokillbysupernaturalmeansthosedisobeyingitsverdict.®

Incontrast,thetraditionalinstitutionsoflkot-
Ekpenewereshapedbyadifferentsetoffactors.Thelbibiosocietyconsistsofvillagesandtownsruledby
agroupofelders(EkpoNdemlIsong)andtheheadsofextendedfamilies.Theirdecisionsareenforcedby
membersoftheEkpesocietywhoactasmessengersoftheancestors(lkan).Ekpomembersarealwaysm
askedwhenperformingtheirpolicingduties,andalthoughtheiridentitiesarealmostalwaysknown,fe
arofretributionfromtheancestorspreventsmostpeoplefromaccusingthosememberswhooverstep
theirsocialboundaries.MembershipintheEkpesocietyisopentoalllbibiomales,butonemusthaveacc
esstowealthtomoveintothepoliticallyinfluentialgrades. TheEkpesocietyplaysasignificantroleinmai
ntainingsocialorderandenforcingthedecisionsoftheelders.Thesocietyisalsoresponsibleforprotecti

ngthecommunityfromexternalthreatsandmaintainingthespiritualwell-beingofthecommunity.’

Thelbibiopeoplealsohaveastrongspiritualtradition,withadeeprespectfortheancestorsandtheeart
hdeity,lkpalsong.TheObomceremonyisanimportantpartoflbibiospiritualpractice,anditisbelievedt
omakechildrenplentifulandtoincreasetheharvest.Theceremonyisperformedinthemiddleoftheye

ar,everyeighthdayforeightweeksbyeachsectionofthevillageinturn.lnadditiontotheirspiritualpract
ices,thelbibiopeoplealsohavearichculturalheritage.TheAnnangpeople,inparticular,areknownfort
heirart,includingmuralpaintings,raffia,masks,andcementsculptures.Theyarealsoknownfortheirpr

owessintradingandtheirrenownceremonies.*®



TheAnnangpeopleplaceahighvalueontheabilitytospeakwellandoratoryabilityusingproverbsishigh
lydesirable,especiallyamongleaders.Anindividualwhohasthegiftofeloquentspeechisoftencompli
mentedasAkwoAnnang,meaningthesingerofAnnang.TheAnnangpeoplearealsoknownfortheircha
rms,whicharebelievedtohavehealingpropertiesandspiritualsignificance.Thetraditionalinstitution
sofArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpenehaveundergonesignificantchangesovertheyears,particularlywiththeintroductionofChristi
anityandWesterneducation.However,manyofthetraditionalpracticesandcustomscontinuetoplay
animportantroleinthelivesofthepeople,andtheyremainanessentialpartoftheculturalheritageofth

eregion.®®

ThetraditionalinstitutionsofArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpeneareanessentialpartoftheculturalheritageoftheregion.Theyreflectthecommunities'history,
culture,andvalues,andtheycontinuetoplayanimportantroleinthelivesofthepeople.Thesignificanc
eofthetraditionalinstitutionsofArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpeneliesintheirabilitytoshapethecultureandtraditionsofthecommunities,andtopromotecultur

alexchangeandcooperation.?®

SocialRelations:MarriageRites

ThemarriageritesofArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpenearesteepedintraditionandculturalsignificance.AccordingtoMrs.OgechiNwachukwu,atrade
rfromArochukwu,"Namingcustoms,marketrituals,andevenaspectsofmarriageceremoniesbecam

esharedthroughyearsofexchange."?!



ThefirststageoftheArochukwutraditionalmarriageceremonyiscalled"lkutuaka,"whichinvolvesthe
suitor'sfamilyvisitingthebride'sfamilytoexpresstheirinterestinmarryingtheirdaughter.Thisstageis
significantbecauseitmarksthebeginningofthemarriagenegotiationsbetweenthetwofamilies.Thes
uitor'sfamilywilltypicallybringabottleofhotdrinkandsomedriedanimalmeatasasymboloftheirinte
ntiontomarry.Thesecondstageiscalled"lheAvurunaUlo,"whichinvolvesthesuitor'sfamilyformallya
nnouncingtheirintentiontomarrythebride.Thisstageissignificantbecauseitmarkstheofficialbeginn
ingofthemarriagenegotiations,andthebride'sfamilywilltypicallyinvitesomeoftheirrelativestowitn

esstheoccasion.??

Thethirdstageiscalled"NmayiAjuju,"whichinvolvesthesuitor'sfamilyprovidingsomedrinksandothe
ritemstothebride'sfamilyasasymboloftheircommitmenttothemarriage.Thisstageissignificantbeca
useitmarksacriticalpointinthemarriagenegotiations,wherethebride'sfamilywillaskherifsheiswillin

gtomarrythesuitor.??

Inlkot-
Ekpene,thetraditionalmarriageceremonyisalsoacomplexprocessthatinvolvesseveralstages.Oneo
fthemostsignificantaspectsofthelkot-
Ekpenetraditionalmarriageceremonyisthefatteningroom,wherethebrideissecludedandfedavarie
tyoffoodstoprepareherformarriage.ThefatteningroomisanimportantinstitutioninAnnangculture,
whereyoungwomenaretaughtmoralvirtues,societalvalues,andpublicetiquette. Thefatteningroom
isalsoaplacewherethebrideisnurturedandpreparedformarriage,withafocusonherphysicalandem
otionalwell-

being.Thebrideisfedavarietyoffoods,includingrice,beans,yams,andfish,andisexpectedtorestanda



voidphysicalexercise.ThedurationofthefatteningperioddiffersamonglineagesinAnnang,anditcanl

astbetweensixtotwelvemonths.?*

ThemarriageceremonyinArochukwuisagrandaffair,withmanypeoplegatheringtocelebratetheuni
onofthecouple.Thebrideispresentedtothepublic,andthecoupleiscelebratedwithmusicanddance.
ThesignificanceofthetraditionalmarriageceremonyinArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpenecannotbeoverstated.ltisacelebrationoftheunionoftwofamiliesandcommunities,anditmar
ksanimportantmilestoneinthelivesofthecouple.Theceremonyisalsoanopportunityforthecommun
itytocometogetherandcelebratethecouple'sloveandcommitmenttoeachother.Thehistoricalrelati
onshipbetweenlkot-
EkpeneandArochukwuisalsosignificantbecauseithighlightstheimportanceofculturalexchangeand

cooperation.?®

ThemarriageceremonyinArochukwuinvolvesseveralstages,includingthe"lhuOnuAku'ceremony,
whichinvolvesthepaymentofthebrideprice.Thebridepriceisasignificantaspectofthemarriagecere
mony,anditistypicallynegotiatedbetweenthetwofamilies.ThemarriageceremonyinArochukwuisa
significanteventthatmarksanimportantmilestoneinthelivesofthecouple.Theceremonyisacelebrat
ionoftheunionoftwofamiliesandcommunities,anditmarksanimportantmilestoneinthelivesofthec

ouple.Thebrideispresentedtothepublic,andthecoupleiscelebratedwithmusicanddance.?®

ThesignificanceofthetraditionalmarriageceremonyinArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpeneliesinitsabilitytobringpeopletogetherandcelebratetheunionoftwofamiliesandcommunitie
s.Theceremonyisareflectionoftherichculturalheritageofthecommunities,anditisanimportantpart

oftheirtraditionandidentity.ThetraditionalmarriageceremonyinArochukwuandlkot-



Ekpeneisacomplexprocessthatinvolvesseveralstagesandsignificantrituals.Theceremonyisacelebr
ationoftheunionoftwofamiliesandcommunities,anditmarksanimportantmilestoneinthelivesofth

ecouple.?’
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CHAPTERFIVE

CONCLUSION

Thisstudyhasrevealedthatthepre-
colonialerawasasignificantperiodinthehistoryoflkotEkpeneandArochukwu,markedbyextensivetr
adeandculturalexchangebetweenthetwocommunitiesandotherneighboringgroups.Arochukwu,si
tuatedinpresent-
dayAbiaState,Nigeria,wasamajorcommercialcenterthatplayedacrucialroleintheeconomicandcult
urallandscapeoftheregion.TheAroConfederacy,centeredinArochukwu,dominatedcommerce,poli

tics,andreligionintheregionfromthe1600stotheearly1900s.!

TheEkpesociety,asecretiveculturalinstitution,wasanothersignificantaspectofpre-
colonialArochukwu.Ekpelodgesactedaseconomichubs,controllingkeytraderoutesandregulatingc
ommerce.MembershipinEkpeprovidedaccesstotrademonopoliesandprotectionduringjourneys,
makingitanessentialinstitutionfortraders.Thesociety'suseofnsibidi,asystemofideographicsymbol

s,facilitatedcommunicationandmaintainedsecrecywithintheinstitution.?

Arochukwu'sstrategiclocationnearEnyongCreek,ariverthatconnectedtotheCrossRiver,facilitatedt

radewithcoastaltownslikeBonny,Calabar,andOpobo,enablingtheAropeopletoexchangegoodslike



slaves,palmoil,yams,andcassava.TheAroConfederacy'sinfluenceextendedbeyondtradetospiritual
guidance,justice,andsocietalcontrolthroughthelbiniUkpabiOracle,alsoknownasthe"Longluju".Th
eoraclewasadivinejudgethatspokeforChukwu,thelghoGreatSpirit,anditsjudgmentswererespecte
dacrosstheregion.TheAropeopledidnotrulelandlikeatypicalempirebutinsteadcontrolledtradeand
spirituallifethroughtheoracle.Theysetupvillagesacrossigboland,theNigerDelta,Cameroon,andeve
nEquatorialGuinea,followingArochukwu'swaysandblendingwithlocalcommunitiesthroughmarria

geandtrade.Theoraclesolveddisputesbetweenvillages, keepingthingsstablesotradecouldthrive.?

Incontrast,lkotEkpene,locatedinAkwalbomState,Nigeria,wasaregionalcenterofcommerce,withn
otableexportsofpalmproducts,especiallypalmoil kernels,raffiaproducts,includingraffiafibersandi
tswine,andgroundcropsofyams,cassava,taro,andcorn.Thetownhasalonghistoryoftransformingra
ffiafiberintoclothusedinshoes,hats,handbags,mats,anddistinctiveculturalcarvingsmadeoutofwoo
d.Thestudyhasdemonstratedthatthepre-
colonialerawasmarkedbytheriseofvariouskingdomsandempiresintheregion,withlkotEkpeneandA
rochukwuplayingimportantrolesintheeconomicandculturallandscape.TheAroConfederacy'slegac

ycontinuestobecelebratedtodayasasymbolofAfricaningenuityandresilience.*

Thisstudyhasexploredthesocio-politicalrelationsbetweenArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpene,highlightingtherichhistoryandculturalheritageofthesetwocommunities.Theresearchhasr
evealedthatthehistoricalrelationshipbetweenArochukwuandikot-
Ekpeneisarichandcomplexone,withmanyaspectsoftheircultureandtraditionsbeingsharedbetwee
nthetwocommunities.Thetwocommunitieswereabletoformalliancesandcooperatewitheachothe

r,whichhadalastingimpactontheirdevelopment.TheinfluenceofArochukwuonlkot-



Ekpenewassignificant,withmanyculturalpracticesandtraditionsbeingsharedbetweenthetwocom
munities.TheAroConfederacy'slegacycontinuestoshapethecultureandtraditionsoflkot-
Ekpene,withmanyaspectsofAroculturebeingincorporatedintolkot-
Ekpene'sownculturalDpractices.Thisinfluenceisatestamenttothestronghistoricalrelationshipbet

weenthetwocommunities.”

ThetraditionalinstitutionsofArochukwuandlkot-Ekpeneplayedacrucialroleinshapingtheirsocio-
politicalrelations.ThelbiniUkpabioracleinArochukwuandtheEkpesocietyinlkot-
Ekpeneweresignificantinstitutionsthathelpedtomaintainsocialorder,settledisputes,andprovideg
uidancetothecommunity.ThemarriagecustomsandtraditionsofArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpenewerealsosignificant,withthetraditionalmarriageceremonyinArochukwuinvolvingseveralst
ages,includingthepaymentofthebridepriceandthepresentationofthebridetothepublic.Theresearc
hhasalsohighlightedtheimportanceofdiplomacyandnegotiationintherelationshipbetweenArochu
kwuandlkot-Ekpene.ThediplomaticeffortsofArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpenewereoftenmarkedbycarefulnegotiationandcompromise,andthetwocommunitieswoulden

gageinlengthynegotiationstoresolvetheirdifferencesandreachamutuallybeneficialagreement.®

TheboundarydisputesbetweenArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpenewereamajorchallengeforthetwocommunities,oftenleadingtoviolenceandinstability.Howe
ver,thetwocommunitiesalsohadahistoryofalliancesandcooperation,withtheAroConfederacyesta
blishingdiplomaticrelationswithlkot-
Ekpene.TheAroConfederacy'slegacycontinuestoshapethecultureandtraditionsoflkot-

Ekpene,withmanyculturalpracticesandtraditionsshowingsignsofArocontact.Thehistoricalrelation



shipbetweenlkot-
EkpeneandArochukwuissignificant,anditcontinuestoshapethepolitics,economy,andcultureofther

egion.”

ThestudyhasdemonstratedthatthetraditionalinstitutionsofArochukwuandlkot-
Ekpeneareanessentialpartoftheculturalheritageoftheregion,reflectingthecommunities'history,c
ulture,andvalues.Thesignificanceofthetraditionalinstitutionsliesintheirabilitytoshapetheculturea
ndtraditionsofthecommunities,andtopromoteculturalexchangeandcooperation.Thisresearchcon
cludesthattheareaofstudyhasprovidedvaluableinsightsintothecomplexitiesofinter-
groupdynamicsandthesignificanceofeffectivecommunicationandconflictresolutionmechanismsi
nmaintainingpeacefulinter-
grouprelations,highlightingtheimportanceofunderstandingthehistoricalcontextofrelationshipsb

etweendifferentgroupsintheregion.®
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