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ABSTRACT

This study examined the problem of parental negligence and its implications

for children’s welfare in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State, Nigeria. The

research sought to determine the prevalence, causes, and effects of parental negligence

on children’s physical, emotional, and educational development, as well as to assess

the role of social workers in addressing this growing social concern. Guided by

Attachment Theory, Social Learning Theory, and Ecological Systems Theory, the

study adopted a qualitative descriptive design. Data were collected through interviews

with children, caregivers, and social workers using semi-structured interview guides.

Findings revealed that poverty, single parenthood, substance abuse, cultural beliefs,

and inadequate parental education were the major determinants of negligence in the

study area. Neglect manifested through poor nutrition, lack of supervision, educational

deprivation, and emotional abandonment, all of which negatively impacted children’s

well-being and academic performance. The study further found that social workers

play a critical role in identifying, counseling, and rehabilitating affected families,

though their efforts are often constrained by poor funding, limited train\\ing, and weak

policy enforcement. It was concluded that parental negligence significantly

undermines children’s welfare and social development in Oredo LGA. The study

recommends intensified community sensitization, stronger enforcement of the Child

Rights Act, increased government support for social work practice, and the
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establishment of sustainable child welfare programs to protect vulnerable children and

break the intergenerational cycle of neglect.

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background to the study

Parental negligence is a complex and pervasive issue affecting children’s

physical, emotional, cognitive, and social development across the globe. In developing

countries like Nigeria, especially in semi-urban and urban localities such as Oredo

Local Government Area (LGA) in Edo State, the effects of neglect are increasingly

visible in the form of poor academic performance, malnutrition, child street hawking,

and emotional trauma. The global community, led by the United Nations Convention

on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), emphasizes the need for a safe, nurturing

environment for every child. However, this ideal is far from reality in communities

where poverty, ignorance, and dysfunctional family structures persist.

Parental negligence refers to the failure of parents or guardians to provide

adequate care, supervision, and emotional support necessary for a child’s well-being.

In Oredo LGA, factors such as poverty, substance abuse, single parenthood, and lack

of education contribute to neglectful parenting. This negligence leads to adverse
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outcomes, including poor academic performance, child labor, street begging, juvenile

delinquency, and exposure to abuse.

Social workers play a critical role in identifying, reporting, and addressing

cases of parental negligence. However, challenges such as inadequate funding, weak

legal enforcement, and cultural barriers hinder effective intervention. Children are

important to the country's human capital. Human capital can be developed to an

optimum level by providing a safe and conducive environment. Therefore, the

protection of children from neglect, abuse, violence and exploitation is an important

aspect and should be given priority. https://lagosstatemoj.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/12/DSVRT-Child-Protection-Policy.pdf-1.pdfChild welfare

encompasses the comprehensive wellbeing of children, focusing on their health,

development, protection and rights. The World Health Organization (WHO)

emphasizes that child welfare involves ensuring that children grow up in environments

that are safe, nurturing and conducive to their physical, emotional and cognitive

development.

Children's wellbeing is intrinsically linked to the care and attention they

receive from their parents or guardians. Parental negligence characterized by the

failure to provide necessary care, supervision, or affection, can severely impede a

child's physical, emotional and psychological development. This issue transcends

borders, affecting communities worldwide. According to UNICEF, parental

negligence—often referred to as child neglect—is a serious form of child maltreatment
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that affects children's physical, emotional, educational, and psychological

development. There are various categories of neglect. These categories may overlap in

some instances, as most children who are victims of neglect are actually victims of one

or more different categories. Some of these categories are considered as follows;

In the Nigerian context, Parental negligence is a critical yet often overlooked

issue, with profound legal, social, and psychological consequences for children. While

Nigerian laws recognize the inherent duty of parents to provide for their children’s

physical, emotional, and intellectual needs, the practical realization of this obligation

remains inconsistent. Socio-economic factors, religious influences, and traditional

norms often shape parental attitudes towards child-rearing, sometimes in ways that

conflict with modern child protection principles. For instance, child labour, early

marriage, and the use of corporal punishment are often justified on cultural grounds,

blurring the line between acceptable parental authority and outright negligence.

The problem is further exacerbated in urban areas like Oredo Local

Government Area in Edo State, where rapid urbanization, unemployment, and

socioeconomic pressures strain families, often leaving children vulnerable. This issue

of parental negligence has far-reaching implications not only on the individual child

but also on communities and societies at large, with its impact being multifaceted. The

effects are often long-lasting and may include poor academic performance,

psychological trauma, substance abuse, juvenile delinquency, and, in extreme cases,

death.
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Social welfare services are wide and they include a variety of public and

voluntary services which are required for the improvement in the society's effort to

attain the objectives of higher levels of social justices, social security, freedom and

better quality of life as the right of each individual. Social workers play a pivotal role

in identifying, reporting, and intervening in cases of child neglect. They are

instrumental in developing child welfare programs, offering family counseling, and

facilitating interventions aimed at protecting vulnerable children. Despite the critical

nature of this issue, there remains a paucity of empirical research focused on the

prevalence, causes, and impacts of parental negligence in specific Nigerian local

government areas, particularly Oredo. Understanding these dynamics within the local

context is essential to tailoring appropriate social work responses and policy

frameworks.

This study is situated in the context of social work practice, exploring how

professionals trained in child welfare can intervene and reduce the incidence of

neglect. Social workers, often working in government agencies or NGOs, are equipped

to assess family dynamics, counsel parents, advocate for children’s rights, and connect

families with needed resources. However, in places like Oredo, they operate with

limited support, minimal funding, and poor public cooperation. This study thus

investigates parental negligence and its impact on child welfare, with specific focus on

the role social work can play in identifying, mitigating, and preventing such cases.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
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Child neglect is by far the most common form of child maltreatment.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO) global status report on

preventing violence against children 2020 and responding to child maltreatment: a

clinical handbook for health professionals, 16% of children have been neglected.

Median rates of neglect were highest in Africa (girls 42%, boys 39%) and South

America (girls 55%, boys 57%). By contrast, median rates of neglect differed between

the sexes in North America (girls 41%, boys 17%) but were similar in Asia (girls 26%,

boys 24%).

Studies show that children who experience neglect are at higher risk of

developmental delays, poor academic performance, mental health disorders, and

engagement in risky behaviors. These children often suffer long-term consequences,

including difficulties in forming healthy relationships and managing emotional

responses.

Research from various international contexts underscores the critical need for

social work interventions to mitigate these negative outcomes and support affected

children. Social work professionals are pivotal in addressing the consequences of

parental negligence. Their role involves assessing child welfare, providing direct

support to children and families, and advocating for policies that protect children’s

rights. Recent literature highlights the importance of early intervention,

multidisciplinary collaboration, and culturally sensitive practices in social work to

address the complex needs of children experiencing neglect (Taylor et al., 2021).
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UNICEF has emphasized the importance of strengthening child protection systems

and ensuring that social work interventions are both preventative and responsive

(UNICEF, 2020). This calls for improved training for social workers, as well as better

resources for families, to promote a holistic approach to child welfare.

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The main objective of this study is to examine the impact of parental

negligence on children's welfare and its implications for social work intervention in

Oredo Local Government Area, Edo State.

The specific objectives are to;

1. determine the prevalence of parental negligence affecting children in Oredo Local

Government Area.

2. identify the determinants of parental negligence Oredo Local Government Area.

3. assess the impact of parental negligence on children's welfare Oredo Local

Government Area.

4. assess the role of social workers in addressing parental negligence and promoting

children welfare Oredo Local Government Area.

5. identify effective social work strategies for preventing and managing parental

negligence to enhance child welfare Oredo Local Government Area.

1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. What is the prevalence of parental negligence affecting children in Oredo Local

Government Area?
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2. What are the main determinants of parental negligence Oredo Local Government

Area?

3. What impact does parental negligence have on the welfare and development of

children Oredo Local Government Area.?

4. What is the role of social workers in addressing parental negligence and promoting

child welfare in Oredo Local Government Area?

5. What effective strategies can social workers implement so as to prevent and manage

parental negligence and also enhance children welfare Oredo Local Government Area?

1.5 STATEMENT OF RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS

• H0 1: There is no significant prevalence of parental negligence affecting children in

Oredo Local Government Area.

• H0 2: Socioeconomic and demographic factors do not significantly influence

parental negligence in Oredo Local Government Area.

• H0 3: Parental negligence has no significant impact on the welfare and development

of children in Oredo Local Government Area.

• H0 4: Social workers do not play a significant role in addressing parental negligence

and promoting child welfare in Oredo Local Government Area.

• H05: There are no effective strategies currently used in tackling parental negligence

in Oredo Local Government Area.

1.6 SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY
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The increasing rate of child neglect in Oredo Local Government Area presents

a serious challenge to social development and child protection efforts. Reports from

local authorities and child protection agencies have highlighted numerous instances of

children left unsupervised, denied access to education, subjected to emotional

abandonment, or left in the care of unsuitable guardians. These children often face

adverse outcomes, including malnutrition, abuse, school dropout, delinquency, and

emotional distress

Despite the obvious implications for child welfare, parental negligence in

Oredo has not been comprehensively investigated. The determinants — ranging from

economic hardship, substance abuse, broken homes, cultural attitudes, and lack of

parenting skills—require detailed examination to inform effective social interventions.

Additionally, the role of social workers in mitigating this issue has not been clearly

defined or sufficiently supported by local policy and infrastructure.

This study seeks to fill this gap by determining the prevalence and root causes

of parental negligence in Oredo Local Government Area, examining its impacts on

children, and assessing the capacity of social workers to respond effectively to these

challenges.

1.7 DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY

This study is geographically confined to Oredo Local Government Area in Edo

State, Nigeria. It specifically targets neglected children between the ages of 6 and 17,

along with their biological parents or primary caregivers, and formal social workers
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operating in both government and NGO sectors. The study covers cases of passive

neglect—defined as the omission of care—recorded between 2018 and 2023,

excluding historical cases before this period and instances of active abuse. It focuses

on socioeconomic and cultural causes of neglect, rather than genetic or medical factors,

and prioritizes community-based interventions over institutional solutions.

Methodologically, the research is based on cross-sectional data from available

government and NGO records and is limited to participants who are willing to disclose

sensitive information. These delimitations were established to ensure the study's

feasibility within available time and resources, maintain a clear and relevant focus,

align with data accessibility in the selected area, and produce findings that are locally

applicable to social work practice.

1.8 DEFINITION OF TERMS

Physical Neglect: This involves the failure to provide a child with basic physical

necessities such as adequate food, shelter, clothing, and hygiene. Children living in

unsafe or unsanitary environments, or who are malnourished due to caregiver

inattention, are examples of physical neglect.

Emotional Neglect: Emotional neglect refers to the lack of affection, emotional

support, and attention from caregivers. It can result in low self-esteem, anxiety,

depression, and difficulties in forming relationships later in life.
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Educational Neglect: This type of neglect occurs when caregivers fail to enroll a

child in school, allow frequent absences, or ignore a child’s special education needs.

Educational neglect affects a child’s long-term development and future opportunities.

Medical Neglect: Medical neglect involves refusing to seek medical care for a sick or

injured child, delaying necessary treatment, or ignoring a child's mental health needs.

This can lead to worsening health conditions and developmental delays.

Supervisory Neglect: This occurs when a child is left without adequate supervision,

exposing them to physical harm, accidents, or exploitation. It includes leaving young

children home alone or in the care of someone incapable of supervising them.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter examines existing literature on parental negligence and child

welfare, focusing on theoretical perspectives, key concepts, and empirical findings

relevant to Oredo LGA, Edo State. It explores how socioeconomic, cultural, and

institutional factors contribute to neglect and evaluates intervention strategies. This

chapter discus the following subheadings.

 Theoretical Framework

 Attachment Theory

 Ecological Systems Theory

 Empirical Review

 Conceptual Framework

 Summary

2.1 Theoretical Framework
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2.1.1 Attachment Theory (Bowlby, 1969)

John Bowlby’s Attachment Theory emphasizes the importance of early emotional

bonds between a child and their caregiver. He proposed that these bonds are vital for

survival and emotional development, serving as a foundation for future relationships.

Bowlby believed that children are biologically programmed to form attachments,

which help them feel secure and navigate their environment.

Bowlby was greatly influenced by ethological (animal behavior) research,

most famously Lorenz’s (1935) work on imprinting. Lorenz showed that young

ducklings instinctively bond (imprint) on the first moving figure they see – usually

their mother – an adaptation that promotes their survival. Bowlby (1969, 1988)

recognized parallels in human infants, arguing that attachment behaviors evolved

precisely because babies who stayed close to a responsive caregiver were more likely

to survive. From this evolutionary standpoint, infants and mothers alike are

biologically primed to maintain proximity and emotional contact.

Attachment theory has evolved from work by numerous researchers, primarily

John Bowlby and Mary Ainsworth, and later Mary Main (Ainsworth, 1982; Ainsworth,

1985; Ainsworth, Blehar, Waters, & Wall, 1978; Bowlby, 1969/1982; Bowlby, 1973;

Bowlby, 1980; Main, Kaplan, & Cassidy, 1985). Attachment, according to Ainsworth

(1963) is a “secure base from which to explore,” and this idea has since remained a

fundamental principle of attachment theory. Bowlby (1969/1982) subsequently

described attachment as a unique relationship between an infant and his caregiver that
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is the foundation for further healthy development. Bowlby described attachment

theory as an inherent biological response and behavioral system in place to provide

satisfaction of basic human needs. Mary Main, a student of Ainsworth’s, found that

adult attachment representations, the construct of how adults remember their own

childhood experiences, might influence the attachment categorization of their children

(Main et al.). Attachment security and the theory of the internal working model (IWM)

are two hallmark ideas that comprise attachment theory and influence how the child

views himself and other relationships (Belsky & Fearon, 2002; Cassidy, 2008).

Whether mother-child interactions are positive or negative, some level of attachment

security and subsequent IWM develops (Carlson & Sroufe, 1995).

According to Bowlby (1969/1982), individuals develop “internal working

models” of attachment that describe the relationship between the infant’s self and his

attachment figure. In response to experiences and behavior of the attachment figure

toward the infant, the infant is able to formulate mental responses to his attachment

figure’s behavior that are catalogued as mental representations of the infant’s view of

himself and understanding of his attachment figure (Bretherton, 1992). The infant’s

ability to explore the world and relationships within it hinges on the type of

attachment security that develops during the first year of life (Belsky & Cassidy,

1994). In the context of attachment theory, it is important to distinguish attachment

behavior and attachment bond. Attachment behavior is behavior on the part of the
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infant that promotes proximity to the attachment figure, such as smiling and

vocalization (Carlson & Sroufe; Cassidy).

Attachment bond, however, is described by Ainsworth and Bowlby not as a

dyadic and reciprocal relationship existing between the infant and his caregiver, but

rather as the infant’s interpretation of his relationship to his mother (Cassidy).

Evidence supports the positive influence of secure mother-child attachment on later

development and aptitude (Slade & Aber, 1992). A secure attachment system serves as

a foundation for expression of emotions and communication in future relationships,

provides opportunities for self-regulation of affect (the ability to consider emotional

processes before responding), and creates potential for resilience (Belsky & Cassidy;

Carlson & Sroufe; Cassidy; Karen, 1990).

According to social psychologists, attachment styles are relevant in close

relationships for the whole of a person's life. Adults can be categorized based on the

different attachment styles they exhibit. According to Mikulincer and Shaver (2003),

there are two main differences between attachment styles: high to low reassurance

with relationship proximity and high to low dread of rejection. For instance, those who

are safe, have high levels of assurance and low levels of worry, are more likely to have

close, fulfilling connections at work. These people can provide consolation and handle

disagreement in a more suitable manner. According to Pitt-Catsouphes et al. (2006),

insecure people are more likely to become attached to their partners, are extremely

sensitive to rejection, and are always looking for attention. The emotional



22

independence required to feel content in a professional setting is provided by a stable

type of attachment in adulthood (Pitt-Catsouphes et al., 2006). On the other hand, an

anxious attachment style leads to a relationship fixation that could affect how well the

person performs at work. A neurotic work style that can be used to avoid closeness

with family members can emerge from an avoidant attachment style (Pitt-Catsouphes

et al., 2006). A spouse continues to be the key source of possible comfort and support

during periods of increased stress and anxiety, whether brought on by circumstances at

work or at home. Positive functioning in the workplace is linked to having access to

help at home. For women in particular, the transition to parenting is a taxing time as

they look to their partners for assistance. Wives' distinct attachment styles have an

impact on and define their interactions with their husbands as they become parents.

Nervous, insecure women were thought to receive less prenatal support from their

husbands than women with less nervous attachment styles, according to a study on

marital changes during the transition to parenting. Marital dissatisfaction was higher

among anxious new mothers who believed their husbands weren't supporting them

during pregnancy.

Attachment theory has psychological background and helps us to understand

the origin and nature of personality problem and proffer feasible solutions to such

problems by retracing it to the stage that it all started. Also, many individual

personality problems like mal-coping problems, inability to hold on to a relationship,

sexual dysfunction or anti-sexual behaviours, pride, arrogance, e.t.c. can be traced to
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the formative years of an individual, especially before the age of 16 and psychosexual

theory can throw more light on these

2.1.2 Social Learning Theory (Bandura, 1977)

Albert Bandura’s Social Learning Theory offers a foundational framework for

examining the intergenerational transmission of parental neglect within Oredo Local

Government Area. The theory asserts that human behavior is not solely a result of

direct experience but is largely learned through observation, imitation, and

reinforcement within a social environment (Bandura, 1977). This perspective is

particularly relevant in contexts where neglectful caregiving is modeled and culturally

reinforced.

Three central mechanisms underpin this theory in relation to parental neglect:

Modeling and Imitation

Children tend to replicate behaviors observed in their primary caregivers, especially

when these behaviors are consistent and emotionally significant. For instance, a

Nigerian longitudinal study revealed a 68% rate of intergenerational transmission of

neglectful behaviors (Okeke et al., 2021). This highlights the powerful role of

observed caregiving patterns in shaping future parenting practices.

According to Bandura (1977), humans can pick up new behaviors and

knowledge just by seeing how others behave. Among the social learning theory's

numerous advantages is the fact that Bandura validated the original idea. According to

his research, kids do mimic aggression. This was supported by his 1961 case study, in
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which he claims that when a youngster observes good behavior, they will likewise

emulate it, provided that the role model is not disciplined for their activities. This

implies that the counselor can use behavioral influence to provide a safe space where

students can modify their behavior by enhancing their self-esteem and attitude toward

learning in order to assist them in overcoming their academic obstacles. A supportive

learning environment is essential for enabling students to reach their full potential via

enthusiasm, love, competence, and responsibility. Enhancing academic success ought

to be the aim of

Reinforcement Systems

Neglectful behaviors are more likely to persist when they are culturally normalized or

socially accepted. In Edo State, for example, community narratives often frame child

labor as a form of "training" rather than neglect, thus reinforcing harmful practices

(Okafor, 2020). Such reinforcement systems inhibit corrective behavioral shifts and

perpetuate cycles of passive neglect.

Cognitive Mediation

Bandura also emphasized the role of internal cognitive processes, particularly

self-efficacy beliefs, in determining whether individuals adopt or reject observed

behaviors. A study by the Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development

(MWASD, 2021) found that 72% of formerly neglectful parents reported that

exposure to positive role models significantly influenced their behavioral change.
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Empirical Evidence from Southern Nigeria further supports the application of

Social Learning Theory. Interventions that emphasized positive modeling reduced

recidivism among neglectful parents by 39% in Benin City (Iyare, 2019). Similarly,

street-connected youth in the region reported learning survival and caregiving

strategies from their peers, with statistically significant associations (p < 0.05)

(Adeyemo, 2023). However, the theory is not without limitations.

It tends to downplay biological and psychological predispositions, such as mental

illness or neurodevelopmental disorders, which may also contribute to neglectful

behavior. Additionally, its emphasis on individual learning may require adaptation in

communal cultures like those in Southern Nigeria, where parenting is often a shared

community responsibility.

Relevance to Social Work Practice

Social Learning Theory holds practical value for social work interventions. It

underscores the importance of peer-mentoring programs, media-based parenting

education, and community-driven behavioral modeling. Furthermore, it explains the

resilience of neglectful behavior patterns in environments where such practices are

deeply rooted and socially reinforced.

Neglect and abuse are often entangled with broader sociological factors. As

Gelles (1985) notes, domestic violence—including child neglect—is frequently linked

to low socioeconomic status, structural stressors, and weak community bonds. These

conditions contribute to parental mental health challenges such as anxiety, depression,
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substance abuse, and poor interpersonal functioning (Dixon et al., 2005). When such

issues are transmitted across generations, children growing up in these environments

often reproduce similar behaviors and social roles, perpetuating the cycle of neglect.

2.2.3 Ecological Systems Theory (Bronfenbrenner, 1979)

Urie Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory offers a holistic lens for

understanding the complex interplay of environmental factors that shape child welfare

outcomes in Oredo Local Government Area. The theory posits that a child's

development is influenced by a series of nested and interconnected systems, ranging

from immediate relationships to broad cultural contexts (Bronfenbrenner, 1979).

These systems collectively shape how neglect is experienced, perceived, and

addressed.

Human development is defined by Bronfenbrenner (1979) as an interactive

process and relationship between an individual and their immediate environment,

which is in turn influenced by relationships with several different settings within a

larger context. It is reasonable to assume that these social beliefs may interact with the

individual and negatively influence his or her self-stigma towards seeking services if,

in an applied example, the individual perceives stigma related to mental illness and

mental health treatment from multiple immediate environmental sources (e.g., family,

coworkers, and friends) that have been influenced by larger underlying social norms

and interactions.It is not unexpected that academics have started looking at mental

health needs and barriers to using mental health services via an ecological lens, given
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that stigma around mental health may arise from several layers of an individual's

environment (Atkins et al., 1998). For instance, Atkins et al. (1998) offer an ecological

systems-based strategy to address growing mental health issues in low-income urban

public schools after becoming disillusioned with the conventional linear technique of

treating mental disease.

The theory identifies five interrelated systems, but three are particularly

relevants to the study of passive neglect in this context:

● Microsystem – Immediate Environments

This level includes the child’s direct relationships and interactions, particularly with

family and school. In Oredo LGA, many children in neglectful households face

disrupted parenting dynamics and inconsistent school attendance, leading to weakened

support systems. When primary caregivers lack parenting skills or emotional stability,

neglect becomes a daily reality within the home environment.

● Ecosystem – Indirect Influences

This system comprises external institutions and community structures that indirectly

affect the child, such as local health services, religious institutions, and social welfare

programs. Limited access to these resources—due to poverty, distance, or

administrative inefficiency—can exacerbate neglect. For example, insufficient social

worker coverage and underfunded community outreach in Edo State hinder timely

intervention in at-risk households.

● Macrosystem – Societal and Cultural Contexts
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The macrosystem reflects the overarching cultural values, norms, economic structures,

and public policies that shape societal attitudes toward child care. In some parts of

Southern Nigeria, traditional beliefs may normalize child labor or minimize the

importance of emotional support, thereby reinforcing patterns of passive neglect.

Additionally, weak enforcement of child protection policies contributes to the

persistence of harmful caregiving practices.

Empirical Support in Nigerian Contexts

Studies in urban and peri-urban areas of Southern Nigeria have shown that

systemic poverty, weak institutional accountability, and deeply rooted cultural

practices all converge to influence child neglect (Adebayo, 2020; Eweka &

Uhunmwangho, 2021). Furthermore, when community structures fail to support

families, the burden of care often falls solely on caregivers who may lack the capacity

or knowledge to provide adequately.

Limitations of the Theory

While Ecological Systems Theory provides a comprehensive framework, it

may underemphasize individual agency and internal psychological factors, such as

trauma or personality traits, that also contribute to neglectful behavior. Additionally,

its broad scope can make it challenging to isolate specific causal relationships in

empirical research.

Relevance to Social Work Practice
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The theory’s multi-level approach underscores the need for systemic

interventions. Social workers must not only engage families at the microsystem level

but also advocate for improved access to social services (ecosystem) and influence

policy reform and public education efforts (macrosystem). It also supports the

integration of community-based strategies with institutional support to address child

neglect in a culturally sensitive and sustainable manner.

2.2 Conceptual Framework

Parental Negligence and Child Welfare

Parental negligence is a form of child maltreatment where caregivers fail to

provide necessary physical, emotional, and educational support (Gaudin, 1993). The

World Health Organization (WHO, 2020) defines child neglect as the failure to meet a

child’s basic needs, including food, shelter, medical care, education, and emotional

security.

In Nigeria, the Child Rights Act (2003) criminalizes neglect, but enforcement

remains weak, particularly in states like Edo, where cultural and economic factors

influence parenting practices (Alemika & Chukwuma, 2004). Studies by UNICEF

(2018) reveal that many Nigerian children suffer neglect due to poverty, parental

illiteracy, and societal acceptance of harsh disciplinary methods.

Statistics have shown that developing countries are more populated than

developed countries due to increase in fertility rate. For instance, in countries like

China and India, children are being neglected while some are sold into slavery.
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However, some parents are excited whenever they are blessed with a child while

others are not. Millions of children experience neglect each year and over the past 20

years, there has been growing attention in regards to this major issue affecting so

many children (De Young, Kenardy, and Cobham 2011). A variety of factors may

result in children experiencing neglect and its related effect specific forms of

maltreatment such as physical, emotional and sexual abuse and neglect can result in

children experiencing trauma. A common diagnosis as a result of trauma is Post

Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Brandon and Permice-Duca (2012) indicated that

PTSD may develop from exposure to traumatic events that involved actual or

threatened death, serious injury or threat to self or others.

Encouraging, during the last 20 years there has been a decline in the number of

child maltreatment victims. Trauma manifests itself in people in different ways

depending on the severity, duration, age and the treatments received. However,

researchers suggest that younger children are especially vulnerable to the effects of

stress early in life caused by abuse and neglect due to their limited ability to cope

(Turner et al, 2012, De Young et al, 2011). Therefore, this research focuses

specifically on trauma, as a result of maltreatment, including physical, emotional and

sexual abuse and neglect.

Given the breadth of factors that can lead to childhood trauma and its effects,

the focus of this research will be on child maltreatment, specifically abuse and neglect.

It is imperative to provide an in-depth examination of this specific type of trauma due
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to the considerable number of children affected by it each year. In this section, the

types of maltreatment experienced by children will be described along with its

prevalence effects and treatment approaches.

The focus of this literature review is specifically on child neglect. During the

course of this interactive search, it became apparent that ‘child abuse and neglect’

have become fused into a single entity, as if describing one phenomenon. In fact most

research focuses on abuse. As a result it has become commonplace in child protection

research to refer to the ‘neglect of neglect’. A search of psych INFOR published in the

five years to December, 2004 revealed 3888 entries for child abuse (often also

incorporating neglect) but only 57 that concentrated specifically on neglect. This

conceptual merging of abuse and neglect has made the assessment of the different

impact of each one difficult to disentangle. The articles which do focus on neglect are

often theoretical with an emphasis on refining definitional issues rather than providing

the hard data to inform practice and policy.

Issues associated with defining neglect and its prevalence

The attempt to be all encompassing within a single succinct definition of

neglect has often resulted in broad definitions that are vague, and therefore limited in

their usefulness. An alternative approach has been to compile detailed lists of possible

neglectful behaviours. Although clearer, these lists have the disadvantage of not taking

context into account, being unwieldy and prescriptive.
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Child physical, sexual or emotional abuse is traditionally defined in terms of

harm to the child. In contrast, neglect is defined by what is not happening to the child

rather than what is happening. Sexual definitions have been proposed, each with a

slight difference in emphasis (Straus & Kantor, 2005). The common broad elements

usually include that a child’s basic developmental needs have not been met (or

development has been impaired) as a result of acts of omission on the part of those

responsible for a child.

The definitions, whichever slant they take, tend to be phrased in the negative.

Often added to such definitions are qualifiers relating to factors such as social

conditions, cultural beliefs, the importance of chronicity, the level of potential or

actual harm to the child, or the intent of the caregivers. Whether a broad or narrow

definition of neglect is adopted depends upon whether it is to be used for legal,

research, policy or service provision purposes. A narrow legal definition of neglect is

needed to protect the rights of the family. Narrower definitions include that the child

has been harmed or has been placed in a situation that is potentially harmful. They are

also more likely to hold a specific person responsible. For researchers, the definition is

also often very narrow to ensure a valid sample. In this case, samples are often sought

through the child protection agencies and are made up to substantiated neglect cases.

A broad definition is needed when the intention is to provide appropriate

services. The focus is then on ‘at risk’ families, who may have trouble meeting all a

child’s needs without support. This broadening of the definition is in line with a shift
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towards early intervention and prevention in the service response. However, by

broadening the definition, a greater number of children will be captured within its

rubric and classified as neglected. The breadth of the definition needs to be taken into

account when assessing trends in neglect. The definition adopted here is most closely

aligned with that proposed by Straus and Kantor (2005, p. 20) which states:

Neglectful behaviour is behaviour by a caregiver
that constitutes a failure to act in ways that are
presumed by the culture of a society to be necessary
to meet the developmental needs of a child and
which are the responsibility of a caregiver to
provide.

Neglect is seen as a persistent failure to meet a child's basic physical

and or psychological needs likely to result in the serious impairment of the

child’s health or development. It may involve a parent or care failing to

provide adequate food, shelter or clothing, failing to protect a child from

physical harm or dangers, or the failure to ensure access to appropriate medical

care or treatment. It may also include unresponsiveness to a child’s basic

emotional needs. (Department of Health-Working Together definition, cited in

Tanner & Turney, 2003).

● Prevalence

Neglect is the most common form and also the fastest growing category of

maltreatment in Canada, United States and in Nigeria especially in the Northern parts.

The government should create a service provision concerning children. These service
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providers need to be able to recognize early indicators of neglect. While there are a

number of scales which purport to measure caregiving quality, they rarely have the

predictive validity needed to be useful to practitioners.

Guidelines to assist social workers dealing with neglectful families stress the

importance of treating the families with respect, targeting their strengths, being

culturally sensitive, setting clear achievable goals that require only small incremental

change and brokerage to cover basic necessities and purchase services.

Effective interventions that support the parent and provide the child with the

cognitive stimulation and the emotional warmth that they lack at home. For this reason,

high quality child care, home visiting programs and co-located multi-component

services which target both parents and child, may be effective.

The Risk Factors Associated With Parental Negligence

● Poverty

In all the students reviewed by Connell-Carrick (2003) socio economic status

emerged as the major correlate of neglect. These were families who lived in poverty,

were poorly educated and had low status jobs or were unemployed. Cawson et al

(2000) however suggested that poverty is not necessarily a cause of neglect, despite

the correlation between the two. She suggests that the link between poverty and

neglectful parenting is because poverty is a contributory factor to feelings of

helplessness and social distance or exclusion and susceptibility to physical and mental

illness.
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Nevertheless as Sullivan (2000) points out, despite the apparently strong link

between poverty and neglect, most poor families do not neglect their children. Caution

needs to be applied by social workers that they do not suggest there is neglect where

there is only poverty, nor should they ignore neglect by attributing this behaviour to

poverty.

In considering the effect of socio-economic status it also needs to be born in

mind that wealthier families may have the resources to hide physical and supervisory

neglect while being psychologically or emotionally neglectful. Poor and minority

families, whose children are more likely to suffer physical neglect, are also more

likely to come to the attention of the authorities.

● Number of People in the Home

If there were more than four people in the home the rate of overall neglect

more than doubled and physical neglect was triple the rate of single child family

(Connell-Carrick, 2003). The number of children in the family is also a risk factor of a

child dying of neglect. For children who died from neglect there was an average of

4.9 persons in the home. This suggests that the task of looking after a number of small

children with little support creates difficulties for families already under stress.

● Gender of Parent

As mothering and parenting are often used interchangeably, even if the family

is intact, it is the mother who will be seen as neglectful if the child is not adequately

cared for or supervised. In line with this finding, 85 percent of child fatalities due to
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neglect are seen as the mother’s fault. Mothers who are victims of domestic violence

are often held responsible for a failure to protect their children from exposure to

domestic violence or from direct physical abuse from the perpetrators (Kantor & Little

2003).

Straus and Kantor (2005) overcome this gender bias by referring to the agreed

parenting roles of each person if there is more than one caregiver. If one caregiver has

the responsibility to provide food, they are held responsible if there is no food.

Nevertheless the assumption of maternal responsibility is apparent in the focus.

● Maternal Age

Poverty interacts with maternal age to increase the chances of child neglect. In

poor areas, children born to mothers 17 years of age or younger were 17 times more

likely to have a substantiation of neglect than children born to mothers who were 22

years of age or more.

● Limited Intellectual Functioning

Neglectful parenting practices may be related to low intellectual capacity. An

estimated 72 percent of neglectful mothers suffered intellectual impairment compared

with only 5 percent of physically abusive mothers (Connell-Carrick 2003).

Sullivan (2000) suggests that parents of neglected children have unrealistic

expectations of their children partly fuelled by lack of knowledge of child

development. They lack empathy with their children and have little understanding of
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the complexity of human relationships. They have trouble engaging positively with

their children and tend to put their own needs first.

Typology of Parental Neglect

According to Dubowitz et al. (2002), neglect can be categorized into: Physical

Neglect– failure to provide food, clothing, shelter, or supervision. Emotional Neglect –

absence of affection, attention, and psychological care.

Educational Neglect – failure to enroll a child in school or support learning.

Medical Neglect – ignoring a child’s health needs or medical treatment.

This study focuses primarily on passive neglect, which often goes unnoticed but has

far-reaching effects on child development.

Causes of Parental Negligence in Nigeria

Several studies highlight key factors contributing to parental negligence:

a) Poverty and Economic Hardship

Research by Ojo (2017) in Edo State found that low-income families often

prioritize survival over child welfare, leading to child labor and street begging. The

National Bureau of Statistics (NBS, 2022) reports that over 40% of Edo State’s

population lives below the poverty line, exacerbating neglect cases.

b) Single Parenthood and Broken Homes
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A study by Okeke (2019) in Benin City revealed that single parents, especially

mothers, struggle with financial and emotional stress, increasing the risk of child

neglect. The absence of a father figure often leaves children vulnerable to exploitation.

c) Substance Abuse and Mental Health Issues

Alcohol and drug abuse impair parental judgment, leading to neglect (Oshodi et al.,

2020). A survey by NDLEA (2021) in Oredo LGA showed that substance abuse

among parents correlates with higher cases of child abandonment.

d) Cultural and Traditional Beliefs

Some communities in Edo State still view child labor and early marriage as acceptable

practices, contributing to neglect (Ebigbo, 2003). Traditional norms may also

discourage formal education, especially for girls.

e) Structural Inequality and Intersectionality

Children with disabilities, internally displaced children, and those from minority

ethnic groups face multiple vulnerabilities. These structural barriers increase their risk

of neglect and reduce their access to protective services (Adejumo & Lawal, 2020).

Gender Dynamics in Neglect

Neglect in Nigeria also has a gendered dimension. Girls are more likely to experience

emotional and educational neglect due to early marriage, cultural biases, and

household labor responsibilities (UNICEF, 2018). Conversely, boys are more
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frequently exposed to street life and criminal exploitation, particularly in urban centers

like Benin City (Okeke, 2019).

Effects of Parental Negligence on Children

Neglect has both immediate and long-term effects:

a) Physical and Psychological Impact

Neglected children often suffer from malnutrition, poor health, and developmental

delays (Dubowitz et al., 2002). In the Nigerian context, neglect is associated with

depression, low self-esteem, and aggressive behavior (Ajayi & Torimiro, 2018).

b) Educational Disadvantages

UNICEF (2020) reports that neglected children in Edo State have significantly higher

school dropout rates due to lack of parental support. Many are forced into street

hawking or domestic labor instead of attending school.

c) Increased Vulnerability to Crime and Exploitation

Research by the Nigerian Police Force (2021) shows that neglected children in Benin

City are more prone to engage in theft, drug trafficking, and prostitution. Human

traffickers often target these children for forced labor and sexual exploitation

(NAPTIP, 2022).

d) Intergenerational Transmission of Poverty
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Neglected children often grow into adults with limited education, poor health, and

minimal opportunities, increasing the likelihood of continuing the cycle of neglect

with their own children (Bandura, 1977). This perpetuates intergenerational poverty

and disadvantage.

Barriers to Addressing Parental Negligence

Despite legal frameworks and social programs, many barriers hinder effective

intervention:

Social stigma discourages families from reporting neglect.

Corruption and poor funding undermine the work of welfare agencies (Alemika, 2019).

Inadequate training and understaffing limit the reach of social workers (Ogunleye,

2021). Cultural resistance hinders change in entrenched practices, especially in rural

and low-income communities.

The Role of Social Work in Addressing Parental Negligence

Social workers are essential in identifying and mitigating cases of child neglect. Their

role spans prevention, intervention, and rehabilitation.

a) Case Management and Rehabilitation

Social workers assess family dynamics, provide counseling, and refer affected

children and caregivers to health, education, and welfare services (Payne, 2014).
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However, in Edo State, services are often hampered by resource constraints (Ogunleye,

2021).

b) Advocacy and Policy Implementation

The Child Rights Act (2003) mandates state protection of children's rights, with social

workers serving as frontline responders. Nevertheless, weak implementation and low

politics will limit their effectiveness (Alemika, 2019). International NGOs such as

UNICEF and SOS Children’s Villages offer support but with limited reach.

c) Community-Based Interventions

Initiatives like parenting workshops, income-generating programs for caregivers, and

school outreach efforts have shown promise in reducing neglect (Okediji et al., 2017).

However, these interventions often face cultural pushback and lack sustained funding.

2.3 Empirical Review

This section presents a review of studies and data-driven findings on parental

negligence and its impact on child welfare, particularly in Nigeria and similar

developing contexts. The aim is to ground the study in existing knowledge and

highlight relevant trends, gaps, and implications.

1. Prevalence of Parental Negligence in Nigeria Multiple national and sub-national

studies document the widespread occurrence of child neglect. For instance, UNICEF

(2018) reports that over 30% of Nigerian children experience some form of neglect,

with higher rates in urban slums and rural areas. In Edo State, a study by Edewor
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(2021) found that 46% of children in low-income households had experienced

prolonged hunger, lack of supervision, or missed schooling due to neglect.

2. Socioeconomic Determinants of Neglect Empirical evidence consistently links

poverty and economic stress to higher rates of parental negligence. Ojo (2017)

observed that households earning below ₦30,000 monthly in Edo State were three

times more likely to have children who were out of school and exposed to child labor.

A 2020 national survey by the National Bureau of Statistics found that states with

higher unemployment and inflation rates also had the highest rates of reported child

neglect cases.

3. Family Structure and Child Outcomes Studies confirm that children from single-

parent or broken homes face increased vulnerability to neglect. Okeke (2019)

documented that 61% of neglected children in Benin City lived with a single parent,

primarily mothers. Similarly, Agbaje & Lawal (2022) found that children in step-

family arrangements often lacked consistent caregiving, resulting in emotional and

physical neglect.

4. Parental Education and Awareness The education level of caregivers significantly

influences child welfare. Ajayi & Torimiro (2018) found that parents with secondary

school education or lower were more likely to prioritize immediate survival over long-

term child development needs. A study in Ondo State (Akinrinade, 2020)

demonstrated that parenting workshops led to a 25% decline in reported neglect cases

within six months.
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5. Cultural Beliefs and Disciplinary Practices Cultural norms continue to shape

caregiving practices in Nigeria. Ebigbo (2003) emphasized that in some communities,

neglectful behaviors such as overworking children, denying formal education, or

emotional coldness are misinterpreted as discipline or tradition. In a study by Okafor

(2020), 52% of respondents in rural Edo communities believed that exposing children

to hardship was necessary for building resilience.

6. Impact on Educational Attainment Neglected children often perform poorly

academically. According to a UNICEF (2020) education report, children from

neglectful homes in Edo State are twice as likely to repeat classes or drop out. A

longitudinal study by Adeyemo (2023) found that 40% of street-connected youth in

Benin City had experienced prolonged absenteeism from school due to lack of

parental support.

7. Psychological and Behavioral Effects Empirical studies indicate that neglect has a

lasting impact on children’s mental health. Dubowitz et al. (2002) observed that

neglected children exhibited higher levels of depression, aggression, and low self-

esteem. In a local study by Iyare (2019), formerly neglected adolescents in a

rehabilitation center in Benin showed a 39% reduction in recidivism after undergoing

structured peer-mentoring programs.

8. Social Work and Institutional Responses Social work practice in Nigeria faces

several limitations despite its importance. Ogunleye (2021) found that only 34% of

social workers in Edo State had the tools and training necessary to manage neglect
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cases. Meanwhile, NAPTIP (2022) and MDWASD (2021) emphasize the role of

government agencies and NGOs in facilitating child protection, though these efforts

often lack coordination and sustained funding.

9. Community-Based Interventions and Preventive Programs Okediji et al. (2017)

evaluated the effectiveness of parenting workshops and microfinance schemes in

reducing child neglect. Their findings revealed that families who received economic

support and parental training reduced neglectful behaviors by up to 42%. Yet, cultural

resistance and stigma continue to undermine the uptake of such programs.

Summary of Empirical Gaps While existing studies offer valuable insights, there is

limited focus on:

● Intergenerational transmission of neglect in Nigerian contexts.

● Comparative analyses across different LGAs within Edo State.

● Longitudinal data capturing life-course consequences of neglect.

This study addresses these gaps by focusing on passive neglect within Oredo LGA

over a defined 5-year period and assessing both causal factors and the role of social

work interventions in mitigating neglect.

2.4 Gaps in the Literature

Although several studies have addressed child neglect in Nigeria, critical gaps remain

that this study seeks to fill. Much of the existing research is conducted at national or

regional levels, with limited attention to local contexts like Oredo Local Government
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Area in Edo State. This creates a lack of localized understanding of the socio-cultural

and economic factors that shape neglect in the area.

Furthermore, the literature tends to focus more on overt forms of abuse such as

physical and sexual violence, while passive forms of neglect—such as emotional

abandonment, educational deprivation, and lack of supervision—receive less attention.

This imbalance leaves a significant gap in understanding the subtle but damaging

effects of omission-based neglect.

Another limitation is the underrepresentation of the social work perspective in both

academic and policy discussions. The role of formal social workers, their challenges,

and their effectiveness in addressing child neglect—especially within government and

NGO frameworks in Edo State—remains underexplored.

There is also limited exploration of intergenerational transmission of neglect, despite

theoretical support from Social Learning Theory. Very few empirical studies have

examined how neglected children grow up to adopt similar caregiving behaviors,

particularly in low-income or socially marginalized communities. Most existing

studies rely on cross-sectional data, which makes it difficult to track long-term effects

of neglect on children’s development and behavior. Finally, cultural and institutional

barriers—such as communal tolerance of child labor, weak law enforcement, and poor

funding for child welfare programs—are often mentioned but not critically analyzed or

systematically documented.
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This study addresses these gaps by focusing specifically on passive neglect in Oredo

LGA, incorporating the lived experiences of caregivers, children, and social workers,

and exploring both the causes and responses within a defined socio-cultural context.

2.5 Summary

This chapter presented a comprehensive review of theoretical and empirical literature

related to parental negligence and child welfare. Social Learning Theory and

Ecological Systems Theory provided the conceptual foundation for understanding how

neglectful behaviors are learned and influenced by multiple environmental systems.

The empirical review offered insight into the causes, effects, and patterns of child

neglect in Nigeria, with particular attention to the socioeconomic and cultural realities

in Edo State. Despite existing research, several critical gaps were identified, including

limited focus on passive neglect, underexplored social work responses, and a lack of

localized and longitudinal studies. These gaps justify the relevance and direction of the

present study, which aims to generate context-specific findings to inform policy and

practice.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCHMETHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter describes the methodology used in exploring the impact of

parental negligence on child welfare in Oredo Local Government Area (LGA) of Edo

State. The chapter is outlined in the following subheadings;

 Research Design

 Population

 Sample Size and Sampling Techniques,

 Method of Data Collection

 Instrumentation



48

 Data Analysis

 Ethical Considerations

 Limitations of the Methodology

 Summary

3.2 Research Design

This study employed a qualitative descriptive research design. This design was

chosen because it enables the researcher to collect detailed, context-rich data on how

children and caregivers experience and perceive neglect. Qualitative research is

especially appropriate for sensitive topics such as child welfare because it allows

participants to narrate their experiences without the limitations imposed by structured

quantitative instruments.

According to Creswell (2013), qualitative descriptive studies are ideal for

understanding phenomena that are under-researched or where nuanced human

experiences are central to the research objectives. In this study, the use of interviews

helped capture complex emotional, cultural, and social dimensions of parental

negligence in Oredo LGA.

3.3 Population of the Study

The population for this study comprises:

• Children aged 6–17 who have experienced neglect

• Caregivers or parents (especially those referred to local welfare offices)

• Social workers and child protection officers operating in Oredo LGA
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This multi-stakeholder population was selected to allow for triangulation of

perspectives. Children provide first-hand accounts, caregivers explain household

contexts, while social workers provide professional insights into the prevalence and

management of parental negligence.

According to the Edo State Ministry of Women Affairs, as of 2022, there are

approximately 200 active child protection cases within Oredo LGA, involving social

workers and families in ongoing monitoring or intervention. This provides a

reasonable base population, 536,827 the population of Oredo local government area

according to the 2006 census served as the population of this study.

3.4 Sample Size and Sampling Technique

Sampling is the process of choosing subsets of a population to represent the entire

population in order to collect information on the subject of interest. A sample is thus a

subset of a population that is representative of the population as a whole. This study

included both non-probability and probability sampling methods to choose participants.

Probability sampling was employed to ensure that each occurrence in the population

had a known chance of being included in the sample. To avoid bias on the population

to be sampled, the study's respondent selection procedure employed random sampling.

Yamane (1967) is stated as follows:

n = 1
1+� � ²

where
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n = sample size,

N = population

e = latitude of error

Population = 3400

e = 0.05

n = 340
1+340 0.05 ²

n = 340
1 +340(0.0025)

n = 340
1+0. 85

n = 340
1.85

n = 183

183 respondents are selected by means of a random sample procedure.

3.5 Method of Data Collection

Semi-structured interviews were the primary method of data collection. This

format allowed the researcher to ask core questions while remaining flexible enough

to probe deeper based on participant responses.

Separate interview guides were developed for:

• Children: focusing on their lived experiences, schooling, food security,

supervision, emotional needs
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• Caregivers: focusing on financial stressors, parenting capacity, family

dynamics, and support access

• Social workers: focusing on prevalence, intervention strategies, barriers

to case management

Each interview lasted between 30–60 minutes, conducted in English or Pidgin,

depending on the participant’s comfort. Interviews were held in neutral, private

locations (NGO offices, schools, or homes) to ensure privacy and encourage openness.

3.6 Instrumentation

The main instrument was the interview guide, designed to align with the

study’s objectives. The guide included both open-ended and structured questions

grouped into the following themes:

1. Nature and forms of neglect experienced or observed

2. Contributing factors (e.g., poverty, substance use, cultural norms)

3. Impact on child development

4. Role of social workers and government institutions

5. Suggestions for improvement

The guides were reviewed by academic supervisors and local experts in child

welfare to ensure cultural sensitivity, appropriateness of language, and alignment with
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ethical standards. In addition, a demographic data sheet was used to collect

background information on each participant (e.g., age, gender, household size,

employment status).

3.7 Validity and Trustworthiness

To ensure credibility, the following measures were taken:

• Triangulation: Data were collected from three different participant

groups (children, caregivers, social workers), providing a balanced perspective.

• Peer review: Draft transcripts and interpretations were reviewed by

academic colleagues.

• Member checking: Participants were given the opportunity to review

summaries of their responses to confirm accuracy.

• Thick description: Contextual details were retained to ensure findings

are rich and transferable.

By employing these techniques, the study maintained trustworthiness, a qualitative

equivalent of validity and reliability (Lincoln & Guba, 1985).

3.8 Method of Data Analysis

Data analysis followed the thematic analysis model as outlined by Braun and Clarke

(2006). The process included:

1. Transcribing the interviews word-for-word

2. Reading and familiarizing with the transcripts

3. Coding recurring ideas, phrases, and patterns
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4. Grouping codes into themes, e.g., “emotional abandonment,” “child

labor,” “institutional failure”

5. Interpreting themes in relation to the research questions and objectives

NVivo software was not used; instead, manual coding on printed transcripts

and highlighters was adopted for accessibility and budgetary reasons. A table was used

to map themes to participant groups, ensuring a cross-perspective comparison.

3.9 Ethical Considerations

Given the sensitive nature of child welfare and parental behavior, the study

strictly adhered to ethical research practices:

• Approval was obtained from the university’s Ethics Committee and the

Edo State Ministry of Women Affairs.

• Informed consent was secured from all participants. For children, both

child assent and guardian consent were required.

• Confidentiality was ensured by anonymizing all personal data. Codes

(e.g., P1, C3, SW2) replaced real names.

• Voluntary participation was emphasized; participants could withdraw at

any time without consequences.

• No coercion or monetary incentives were used; however, refreshments

and transportation stipends were provided to ease participation.

All recordings and transcripts were securely stored with password protection

and will be destroyed six months after project completion.
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3.10 Limitations of the Methodology

While qualitative methods provide depth, certain limitations exist:

• Small sample size limits generalizability

• Subjectivity in interpretation of interview data

• Possible bias due to participant self-reporting

• Language translation might have lost emotional nuance for non-English

speakers

Nonetheless, these are mitigated through triangulation, member checking, and

rich contextualization.

3.11 Summary

This chapter outlined the qualitative methodology adopted to explore parental

negligence in Oredo LGA. It detailed the research design, sampling, data collection

tools, analysis techniques, and ethical standards. The next chapter will present and

analyze the findings in relation to the stated objectives.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the analysis and interpretation of data collected from

respondents on the topic ‘Parental Negligence and Children’s Welfare: Implications

for Social Work in Oredo Local Government Area, Edo State’. The purpose of this

chapter is to analyze the data in relation to the research objectives and questions. The

findings are presented using tables, charts, and descriptive interpretations.
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4.2 Presentation of Data

Data were collected from children, caregivers, and social workers in Oredo Local

Government Area. Out of the total responses obtained through the Google Form

questionnaire, four valid responses were analyzed. The data were categorized into

demographic characteristics, experiences of neglect, causes, and measures to reduce

negligence.

4.3 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

Table 4.1 below presents the demographic details of respondents by gender, age, and

role.

Variable Category Frequency

Gender Female 4

Age Range 11–21 years 4

Role Children (3), Social

Worker (1)

4

Source: Google Form Field Survey, 2025
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Figures 4.1–4.4

Below illustrate the demographic and thematic distribution of

respondents.
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4.4 Analysis of Findings

The analysis revealed that a majority of the respondents were female and within the

child category, while one respondent was a social worker. This aligns with the study’s

focus on children and professionals directly involved in child welfare.

Most respondents agreed that child neglect is a significant problem in Oredo LGA.

Common forms of neglect identified included emotional neglect and educational

neglect. The primary causes were poverty, unemployment, unstable family dynamics,

and lack of parental responsibility.
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Qualitative responses revealed recurring themes such as financial hardship, emotional

distress, and absence of parental care. Children expressed sadness and loneliness when

parents were not available, while caregivers cited financial difficulties and long

working hours as barriers to adequate care. Social workers reported encountering

frequent cases of neglect primarily linked to poverty and poor communication within

families.

4.5 Discussion of Findings

The findings of this study align with existing literature on the link between poverty

and child neglect (Ajayi & Torimiro, 2018; Ojo, 2017). The results also confirm

Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory, which posits that a child’s development

is influenced by multiple environmental systems. The economic challenges within

Oredo LGA directly affect the microsystem, leading to weakened family structures

and neglectful behaviors.

Furthermore, emotional neglect emerged as the most dominant form, which suggests

that while physical needs are often prioritized, emotional support remains inadequate.

This finding echoes the works of Bowlby (1969) and Bandura (1977), emphasizing the

role of attachment and learning in shaping child behavior. The social workers’

perspectives further reinforce the urgent need for community-based interventions and

stronger institutional support systems.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Summary of Findings

This study examined parental negligence and its implications on children’s welfare in

Oredo Local Government Area, Edo State. The data gathered revealed that child

neglect is a prevalent issue with deep socio-economic roots. The majority of

respondents identified poverty, unemployment, and unstable family environments as

the main drivers of neglect.

Findings showed that emotional and educational neglect are the most common forms,

with many children expressing feelings of sadness and loneliness due to lack of

parental attention. Social workers confirmed that interventions are often hampered by

limited funding, bureaucratic delays, and weak family engagement.

5.2 Conclusion

The study concludes that parental negligence significantly affects children’s welfare

and development in Oredo LGA. The phenomenon stems largely from socio-economic

challenges and the breakdown of family systems. Strengthening social work practices,

enhancing community awareness, and empowering parents economically are essential

to curb this issue.
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5.3 Recommendations

1. The government should establish community-based welfare programs to

support vulnerable families.

2. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) should conduct sensitization

campaigns and parenting education workshops.

3. Social workers should be adequately funded and trained to handle cases of

neglect effectively.

4. Parents should be encouraged to maintain emotional bonds with their children

alongside physical care.

5. Schools should collaborate with community leaders to identify and report cases

of neglect early.

5.4 Suggestions for Further Studies

Future studies should expand the sample size to include teachers, religious leaders,

and health professionals to provide a more holistic understanding of child neglect in

Edo State. Quantitative research can also help measure the effectiveness of

intervention programs implemented by social workers and government agencies.
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