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ABSTRACT 

This study is set out to evaluate the suitability of three Nigerian sand types, river, quarry, and 

coastal for mortar production, focusing on their impact on compressive strength and material 

properties, particularly the chloride content in coastal sand. The aim is to provide 

standardized data on local aggregates to enhance construction quality and sustainability in 

Nigeria, addressing the current lack of such data. 

A laboratory-based experimental design was conducted, employing standard methods to 

ensure reliability and repeatability. Six 50-mm mortar cubes per sand type were cast, cured, 

and tested for compressive strength at 7 and 28 days using a calibrated compression testing 

machine, following international standards (e.g., ASTM C109). The physical properties (e.g., 

particle size distribution, shape) and chemical properties (e.g., chloride content in coastal 

sand) of each sand type were analyzed using standard laboratory techniques, such as sieve 

analysis and chemical titration. All procedures were repeated to ensure consistency, with 

results analyzed at a 95% confidence level to assess their reliability. 

 

Coastal sand exhibited the highest compressive strength due to its well-graded particles, and 

low chloride content because it was desalinated, followed by quarry sand with slightly lower 

strength due to possible dust or angularity issues. River sand showed the lowest strength due 

to residual impurities, and grading which affected mortar integrity. The analysis identified the 

optimal sand type for mortar production and provided insights into the influence of material 

properties, with final data presented to determine statistical significance at the 95% 

confidence level. Overall, the study aims to inform standardized guidelines for aggregate use 

in Nigeria, promoting cost-effective and sustainable construction practices. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study 

The construction industry is increasingly seeking to find affordable, sustainable and eco-

friendly materials to build strong and lasting structures. Mortar, a vital mix used to bind 

bricks, blocks, and stones in masonry, is at the heart of this effort due to its strength and 

versatility (Neville, 2011). Mortar is made of cement, sand, and water (Neville, 2011). 

Mortar’s performance depends heavily on sand, the main aggregate that shapes its quality 

(British Standards Institution, 2003). Sand is a naturally occurring granular material, and it 

can be obtained from various sources such as rivers, quarries, and coastal areas (British 

Standards Institution, 2003). However, the quality and characteristics of sand vary depending 

on its source (British Standards Institution, 2003). Difference in particle size, shape, grading, 

and impurities such as silt or clay can significantly influence the strength and behaviour of 

mortar (British Standards Institution, 2003; Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). For instance, sand 

from rivers may be smoother and cleaner, while quarry sand may be more angular and 

coarser (British Standards Institution, 2003). Coastal sand often contains salt, which may 

negatively affect the bonding strength and durability of mortar (British Standards Institution, 

2003; Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). These differences affect mortar’s compressive strength, 

the ability to resist crushing forces, measured in megapascals (MPa), and workability, how it 

can be easily mixed and applied (Neville, 2011). 

The compressive strength of mortar, which is its ability to resist pressure without cracking or 

breaking, is a critical factor in ensuring the safety and stability of masonry structures 

(Neville, 2011). Standard tests are usually conducted at 7 days to measure early strength and 

28 days to assess final strength, following guidelines such as those in ASTM C109 (American 



2 
 

Society for Testing and Materials, 2020). Understanding how different sand types affect this 

strength is vital for making informed decisions in construction, especially when using locally 

sourced materials (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). 

In regions like Nigeria, where access to high-quality construction materials can be expensive 

and inconsistent, the use of local sand offers a more affordable and sustainable solution 

(Ogunbode et al., 2019). However, due to the inconsistent properties of local sands, their use 

can sometimes result in poor mortar performance, leading to structural issues or increased 

reliance on costly processed materials (Ogunbode et al., 2019). Builders may not always 

know which type of local sand produces the strongest, most reliable mortar (Kosmatka & 

Wilson, 2016). 

Historically, local materials have played a central role in Nigerian construction. Sand from 

nearby rivers and quarries has been used for decades, especially in rural and traditional 

architecture (Ogunbode et al., 2019). But with increasing urbanization and modernization, the 

construction industry now demands more standardized and reliable materials (Falade & 

Oyawoye, 2016). This creates a pressing need to better understand the performance of local 

sand types in modern construction techniques (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). 

Furthermore, the cost of construction materials in Nigeria remains relatively high, largely due 

to dependence on imported materials and rising transportation and energy costs (Falade & 

Oyawoye, 2016). Mortar made with locally available sand could help reduce these costs if the 

sand produces sufficient compressive strength and meets construction standards (Ogunbode 

et al., 2019). However, without solid data on how different sands perform, builders risk using 

materials that may compromise the quality of construction (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). 

This study is designed to fill this knowledge gap by investigating the compressive strength of 

mortar made with different local sand types which includes river, quarry, and coastal sands at 
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7 and 28 days (American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020). By examining how factors 

such as sand grading and silt content affect mortar strength affects them, this research aims to 

identify the most suitable type of local sand for strong, durable, and cost-effective mortar 

(Ogunbode et al., 2019; Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). 

The results of this study could help guide builders, engineers, and policymakers in making 

better decisions about sand use in construction, leading to more affordable, sustainable, and 

structurally sound buildings (Falade & Oyawoye, 2016). Ultimately, this research supports 

the broader goal of promoting sustainable construction practices through the efficient use of 

locally sourced materials (Ogunbode et al., 2019; Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

The construction industry in Nigeria is facing a growing demand for affordable and 

sustainable building materials (Falade & Oyawoye, 2016). A critical component of 

construction is mortar, which is used to bind bricks, blocks, and stones in masonry structures 

(Neville, 2011). Mortar is typically made of cement, sand, and water, with sand playing a 

significant role in determining the mortar's compressive strength, a key factor for ensuring 

the durability and structural integrity of buildings (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016; Neville, 2011). 

However, in Nigeria, sand properties vary significantly across different regions, with sand 

from rivers, quarries, and coastal areas having different particle sizes, grading, and levels of 

impurities such as silt and clay (Ogunbode et al., 2019). These variations in sand quality can 

result in inconsistent mortar performance, making it difficult for builders to predict the 

compressive strength of the mortar and, by extension, the strength of the structures being 

built (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). While river sand may be fine and easy to work with, it 

may lack strength, coastal sand may contain impurities that weaken the mortar, and quarry 
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sand may have angular particles that improve bonding but may reduce workability (British 

Standards Institution, 2003; Ogunbode et al., 2019). 

In addition, the high cost of construction materials in Nigeria, particularly cement, makes the 

use of local materials, such as local sand, an attractive option to reduce costs (Falade & 

Oyawoye, 2016). However, there is insufficient research on how different types of local sand 

such as those sourced from rivers, quarries, and coastal areas affect the compressive strength 

of mortar, particularly at the crucial 7-day and 28-day curing intervals (Ogunbode et al., 

2019; American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020). This knowledge gap poses a 

challenge for builders who need reliable data to make informed decisions when selecting 

sand for mortar production (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). 

The main problem this research aims to address is the lack of comprehensive understanding 

on how the variation in local sand properties affects the compressive strength of mortar 

(Ogunbode et al., 2019). Specifically, the study focusses on investigating the effect of river, 

quarry, and coastal sands on mortar performance, with a focus on strength development at the 

7-day and 28-day curing stages (American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020; 

Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). 

1.3 Aim and Objectives 

The main aim of this study is to investigate the compressive strength of mortar mixes 

incorporating different local sand variations at 7 and 28 days to optimize material selection 

for sustainable construction. 

The specific objectives are to: 

•  To evaluate the compressive strength of mortar mixes prepared with different local 

sand types (e.g., river, quarry, coastal) at 7 and 28 days.   
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•  To identify the local sand type that yields the highest compressive strength for 

optimal mortar performance.   

• To analyze the influence of sand properties, such as particle size, grading, and silt 

content, on mortar’s compressive strength. 

1.4 Scope of Study 

This study aims to investigate the compressive strength of mortar incorporating different 

local sand variations, including river, quarry, and coastal sands, as the primary aggregate 

(Ogunbode et al., 2019). The research focused on evaluating the impact of these sand types 

on mortar strength at both the 7-day and 28-day curing intervals (American Society for 

Testing and Materials, 2020). Specifically, the study assessed how variations in sand 

properties, such as particle size, grading affects mortar performance 

The study was conducted in University of Benin, Edo State, Nigeria, with a focus on local 

sand types readily available in different regions, including those from rivers, quarries, and 

coastal areas. This region is ideal because of the abundance of local sand sources that are 

frequently used in construction (Ogunbode et al., 2019). The study followed an experimental 

research design, employing laboratory tests to evaluate the compressive strength of mortar 

made from different sand types (American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020). The 

methodology involves the following key activities: 

Collection of sand samples from different local sources (river, quarry, and coastal) 

(Ogunbode et al., 2019). 

Characterization of the sand using sieve analysis to determine particle size distribution, 

grading, and silt content (British Standards Institution, 2003). 
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Preparation of mortar mixes with a fixed cement-to-sand ratio of 1:3 and water-to-cement 

ratio of 0.5, incorporating the various sand types (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). 

Casting of standard mortar cubes (50 mm) and curing them under controlled conditions 

(American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020). 

Testing of the mortar specimens for compressive strength at 7 and 28 days using a universal 

compression testing machine (American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020). 

Statistical analysis of the test results to assess the effect of sand type and properties on the 

mortar's compressive strength (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). 

Samples: 

Mortar samples prepared with varying sand types (river, quarry, and coastal). Each mortar 

mix was replicated to ensure statistical reliability and consistency of results (Kosmatka & 

Wilson, 2016). 

1.5 Justification of Study 

This study is relevant as it addresses environmental, economic, and technical challenges 

associated with conventional mortar production by exploring the impact of different local 

sand types on mortar’s compressive strength (Ogunbode et al., 2019). 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Overview of Mortar 

Mortar helps to build durable and sturdy walls by joining different building blocks such as 

stones, bricks and concrete masonry units (Neville, 2011). Concrete is mainly made from 

cement, sand and water and occasionally some extra ingredients are put in to improve its 

flexibility when worked, the rate it sets or its strength after setting (Kosmatka & Wilson, 

2016). Mortar serves three important functions: it ensures each part of the structure receives 

equal support, it resists factors such as water and changes in temperature and it helps make 

the application of mortar easy by adding flexibility to it (Neville, 2011). Nigerian masonry 

construction is common because it is both cheap and uses materials found locally, so the role 

of mortar plays a major role in all these types of projects (Ogunbode et al., 2019; Agbede & 

Joel, 2008). 

Its compressive strength helps show if the mortar is fit for the needs of a structure (Neville, 

2011). Mortar’s strength against axial loads is traditionally evaluated after 7 and 28 days and 

is commonly used as an important feature in construction science (American Society for 

Testing and Materials, 2020). The 7-day strength marks initial strength gain needed for 

construction, as well as early support of weight, whereas the 28-day strength reflects the final 

strength that is used in industry for long-term trust (Mamlouk & Zaniewski, 2017). The 

timeframes are key in this study, as they are used to compare mortar mixes using different 

sand resources from Nigeria, since their characteristics can shape the results at these stages 

(Ogunbode et al., 2019; Mamlouk & Zaniewski, 2017). 

Mortar is strong and durable mainly because of its high sand content, referred to as the fine 

aggregate (Neville, 2011). Sand represents the majority of the materials used in mortar, 
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comprising 60-75% in volume and helps determine the mixture’s workability, cohesiveness 

and how strong and shrink resistant the hardened material is (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). 

The performance of mortar largely depends on the particle size, shape, cleanliness and 

minerals in the sand (British Standards Institution, 2003). To illustrate, adding sand of proper 

size and a suitable mix reduces voids and improves a mix, while any silt or organic matter in 

the cement-sand bond weakens the foundation (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). Since different 

sources and methods are used for river, quarry and coastal sands in Nigeria, this leads to 

diverse outcomes when using these sands in mortar (Orangun, 2020). 

The performance of mortar also relies on the mix ingredients, mainly how much water is used 

compared to the amount of cement (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). While a large ratio of water to 

cement helps materials mix well, it often leads to weak concrete because of too many holes in 

the structure, so using the right amount of water to cement ensures a proper balance between 

workability and durability (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). Proper curing of temperatures and 

moisture is necessary because it benefits the 7-day and 28-day strengths of the concrete 

mixture (Neville, 2011). In Nigeria, because of frequent changes in temperature and humidity, 

how the mortar is cured matters a lot for its quality (Umar & Alhassan, 2014). 

Mortar helps construction by giving a unique look to buildings and improving their 

environmental impact (Neville, 2011). Reliance on sand from nearby resources in Nigeria 

happens because bringing in sand from faraway places can be unaffordable (Agbede & Joel, 

2008). The idea behind sustainable construction is to use nearby materials, as this cuts down 

on transportation costs and carbon emissions, so long as they perform well (United Nations, 

2015). Still, as there are issues with the quality of Nigerian sand and no set testing methods, it 

is necessary to continue researching and finding the best mortar mixes from local materials 

(Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). 
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It provides insights into the main elements of mortar, its actions and what determines its 

strength at 7 and 28 days, putting strong emphasis on the role of sand (Neville, 2011; Mehta 

& Monteiro, 2014). This serves as an introduction to the chapters that study local sand 

variations and their characteristics in Nigeria, to analyze their influence on mortar which 

helps the overall objective of selecting better mortar recipes (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016; 

Ogunbode et al., 2019). 

2.2 Role of Sand in Mortar Mixes 

The fine part of mortar, sand, accounts for 60–75% of the volume and mainly influences both 

its fresh and dry performance (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). These particles are in the product 

mainly to support bulk, increase compression strength and control shrinkage which helps 

improve the durability of masonry (Neville, 2011). Characteristics like the particle size and 

the cleanliness of sand directly connect to its compressive strength at 7 and 28 days, easiness 

of mixing the material and how long it lasts (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). For our study, these 

properties matter a lot since the sand used in mortar mixes in Nigeria varies a lot due to the 

differences in its geology and environment (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). 

Sand has an influence on how well fresh mortar can be mixed, placed and finished (Kosmatka 

& Wilson, 2016). When the sand has a good mix of particle sizes, the mix is easy to build 

with and won’t be overly stiff or too sluggish (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). By providing a 

supporting framework for the load, sand in hardened mortar helps increase compressive 

strength (Neville, 2011). As another example, tightly-packed sand allows less space for voids, 

increasing the mortar’s density and strength, as seen in its strength at both the 7-day and 28-

day curing stages (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). Furthermore, since sand is resistant to 

shrinking, the mortar is less likely to break, even in Nigeria’s tropical weather (Oyelami & 

Van Rooy, 2016). 
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Getting the benefits from sand requires high-quality material. Sand must be clean and should 

not contain things like clay, silt, salt or organic materials that might negatively affect cement 

or the bond between the cement paste and the aggregate (British Standards Institution, 2003). 

As a result, when silt or clay covers sand, it hinders how the sand grains stick together and 

leads to poor compression and salts present in coastal areas can cause structures with 

reinforcing materials to corrode or show efflorescence (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). A 

combination of particles of varying sizes makes clean and well-graded sand better suited for 

packing and gives it more strength and better workability (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). Yet, 

insufficiently graded sand or sand with contaminants can make a building consume more 

water, become less strong and more brittle and this occurs frequently in Nigeria since the 

sand is often not processed properly (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). 

Because different kinds of sand are used in Nigeria, it adds another layer of concern to the 

mix design of mortars (Ogunbode et al., 2019). Even though river sand is round and easy to 

handle, it can still be impure during certain seasons and quarry sand can include dust unless it 

is thoroughly cleaned (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). Though there is a lot of sand by the sea 

in southern Nigeria, it is high in salt and must be treated before use (Adegbola et al., 2022). 

For this reason, studies that examine how sands differ in their influence on mortar 

performance are necessary (Ogunbode et al., 2019). 

Using nearby sand for mortar is helpful for the environment because it helps lessen the 

effects of construction on the planet (Agbede & Joel, 2008). When sands are sourced locally 

and the processing is minimal, it helps lower the amount of CO₂ released during construction 

in Nigeria (United Nations, 2015). At the same time, using poor-quality sand may result in 

buildings collapsing, higher maintenance expenses and more wastage (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 

2016). In this work, the author is evaluating mortar mixes along with local sands to discover 
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what makes the mixes better, so that both the ecological balance and the properties of the 

building are maintained (Agbede & Joel, 2008). 

2.3 Types and Sources of Sand in Nigeria 

Sand used in Nigeria for mortar mixes can differ greatly depending on its place of origin 

(Ogunbode et al., 2019). When building, sand can be collected from rivers, quarries or the 

coast and the type of sand used influences the strength of the mortar at 7 and 28 days 

(Adegbola et al., 2022). Because of the variety in Nigeria’s geography and environment, sand 

from rivers, quarries and the coast is adjusted to be suitable for mortar (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 

2016). To compare how sand affects mortar and to improve construction in Nigeria, we must 

understand the key features, positives and negatives of all the sand types used (Akinyemi & 

Oloruntola, 2019). The following subsections detail the properties, sourcing practices, and 

implications of each sand type, highlighting their relevance to achieving reliable and 

sustainable mortar performance (Agbede & Joel, 2008). 

2.3.1 River Sand 

River sand, sourced from riverbeds and floodplains across Nigeria, is one of the most widely 

used fine aggregates in mortar production due to its accessibility and favorable properties 

(Ogunbode et al., 2019). With its uniform appearance, river sand is used for mortar mixing 

due to its ease of workability (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). Since river sand grains are 

shaped smoothly by wind and flowing water, they cause less friction when mixed, which is 

why they are commonly used to obtain strong and workable mortar (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 

2016). In the Niger Delta, Southwest, and Northern Nigeria, sand for construction is readily 

available and at a low cost, which is why it is commonly used throughout these regions 

(Umar & Alhassan, 2014). 
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River sand may not always meet the same standards depending on when and where it comes 

from (Ogunbode et al., 2019). An increased supply of water and related organic materials in 

the rainy season may slow down cement hydration and cause a decrease in mortar strength 

(Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). Such contaminants might lead to the use of more water, 

making the mortar less strong and affecting the improvement in strength over 7 and 28 days 

(Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). In order to address these problems, people usually wash or sieve 

river sand, but this is seldom done in Nigeria because it costs too much and there are no set 

rules for such activities (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). Despite these challenges, river sand’s 

workability and availability make it a benchmark for comparing mortar performance in this 

study, particularly in assessing how its properties influence early (7-day) and mature (28-day) 

compressive strength (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). 

2.3.2 Quarry Sand 

Quarry sand, also known as manufactured or crushed sand, is produced by mechanically 

crushing rocks or stones in quarries, resulting in angular, coarse particles (Kosmatka & 

Wilson, 2016). This sand is becoming more common in Nigeria, with many urban areas in 

Ogun, Edo, and Kaduna states using it due to the nearby quarries (Agbede & Joel, 2008). 

Unlike river sand, quarry sand is more likely to be clean, though it can sometimes be dusty if 

it hasn’t been washed (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). Since quarry sand has angular pieces, 

it makes the mortar matrix more secure and may lead to a stronger and more stable structure 

than river sand with its round sand (Ali & Al-Tak, 2020). 

Even so, the graininess and unevenness of quarry sand may not mix well, so a proper mortar 

recipe or the addition of plasticizers may be required (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). High-

quality mortar using quarry sand is more reliable than other options, as research has shown 

that in certain mixes, quarry sand yields stronger mortar than river sand after 7 and 28 days 

(Ali & Al-Tak, 2020). In Nigeria, the use of quarry sand is on the rise as river sand becomes 
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scarce in some places because of too many people extracting it (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 

2019). 

2.3.3 Coastal Sand 

Coastal sand, sourced from beaches and coastal regions in southern Nigeria, particularly in 

states like Lagos, Bayelsa, and Rivers, is an abundant but controversial fine aggregate for 

mortar production (Ogunbode et al., 2019). The sand often includes fine to medium particles 

together with salt, shells and organic substances and these can have an adverse effect on 

mortar (Adegbola et al., 2022). Since seawater is rich in chlorides, coastal sand creates more 

issues, as the chlorides can quickly weaken metals and loosen the bond between cement and 

sand (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). Organic waste and shells can sometimes leave holes in the 

mortar, weakening it over the years (Adegbola et al., 2022). 

In many cases, construction workers use coastal sand for its availability and low price, 

especially since it is near big coastal cities (Ogunbode et al., 2019). In order to use coastal 

sand for mortar, it must be desalinated and purified by washing with fresh water, but doing 

this usually increases the cost and is not always possible in settings where resources are 

limited (Adegbola et al., 2022). If treated in the right way, coastal sand functions just as well 

as other types of sand, yet its untreated usage may not last (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014; United 

Nations, 2015). 

2.4 Properties of Sand Influencing Mortar Strength 

How well mortar does at resisting pressure is greatly affected by the quality of the sand being 

used as fine aggregate (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). Because the qualities of sand play a major 

role in determining how strong, workable and durable a mortar mix is, mortar comparisons 

using local sand in Nigeria must include these details (Ogunbode et al., 2019). The 

performance of mortar is influenced by the distribution and size of its particles, their shape, 
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the amount of silt or impurities present and its moisture level (British Standards Institution, 

2003). Because river, quarry and coastal sand in Nigeria differ a lot due to their environment 

and location, these properties help the cement paste ensure that mortar reaches the maximum 

strength (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). To achieve a reliable and strong structure, you must 

understand these properties and make use of nearby resources during construction (Anosike 

& Oyebade, 2012; Umar & Alhassan, 2014; Orangun, 2020). The following subsections 

provide a detailed examination of each property and its impact on mortar performance. 

2.4.1 Particle Size Distribution and Grading 

Particle size distribution, or grading, refers to the range and proportion of sand particle sizes 

within a sample, typically measured through sieve analysis (British Standards Institution, 

2003). If sand has fine, medium and coarse particles in equal proportion, it helps fill the 

mortar with less space and makes the material compact (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). The 

structure of concrete becomes stronger at both 7 and 28 days due to the close placement of 

particles, helping it to evenly transfer stress (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). If the sand used for 

mortar is either all fine or all coarse, it leads to more spaces in the mortar which weakens it 

and makes it less durable (Olanrewaju & Adesanya, 2015). If grading is done correctly, 

construction is smoother because the material can be mixed and placed with little difficulty 

(Olanrewaju & Adesanya, 2015). 

The quality of sand in Nigeria differs greatly from one location to another (Ogunbode et al., 

2019). Since water helps sort river sand, it usually contains small and equal-sized grains, 

whereas quarry sand may sometimes have both coarse and fine particles with dust (Akinyemi 

& Oloruntola, 2019). The sand in some coastal regions has a mixture of small grains and 

other materials such as shells or organic substances (Adegbola et al., 2022). For this reason, 

managing the grading process carefully ensures the mortar perform consistently (Mehta & 

Monteiro, 2014). According to BS EN 13139:2002, there are guidelines for acceptable 
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grading, yet these standards are rarely followed in Nigeria because most construction 

materials are sourced informally (British Standards Institution, 2003; Anosike & Oyebade, 

2012). 

2.4.2 Particle Shape and Texture 

The shape and texture of sand particles significantly influence the bonding and flow 

characteristics of mortar (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). Quarry sand contains angular particles 

that lock together tightly in the mortar, making the mortar stronger (Ali & Al-Tak, 2020). 

This effect is most valuable for developing stronger concrete after 7 days and 28 days, as it 

makes the concrete more capable of carrying weight (Shetty, 2005). Although angular 

particles make a concrete mix more difficult to handle, adding more water or additional 

ingredients may accidentally reduce its strength if handled improperly (Kosmatka & Wilson, 

2016). 

On the other hand, smooth river sand particles make the mortar simpler to work with as they 

cause less friction between the particles (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). However, a 

smoother texture on these parts can reduce the interlocking between the concrete and the 

reinforcement which may weaken the concrete and have a negative impact on strength for 

high-strength projects (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). Coastal sand can be made up of various 

sizes of particles, as well as parts of shells or animal remains (Adegbola et al., 2022). Since 

river sand is popular for workability and quarry sand is gaining a following for being strong, 

it is very important to see the difference between their shapes and strengths in Nigeria 

(Olotuah & Aiyetan, 2006). 

2.4.3 Silt and Impurity Content 

Silt, clay, and other impurities in sand can severely impair mortar performance by hindering 

the bond between cement paste and aggregate particles (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). Because 
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of the fine silt or clay layer around the sand, the cement cannot properly stick to the sand, 

causing the compressive strength of the mortar to be lower at 7 and 28 days (Anosike & 

Oyebade, 2012). An abundance of silt within the mixture can make cracks form during 

drying, as silt particles expand and shrink easily (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). Certain types 

of contaminants in river and coastal sand may interfere with cement curing and cause 

corrosion or efflorescence in concrete made with reinforced materials (ASTM C33/C33M-18, 

2018; Adegbola et al., 2022). 

River sand in Nigeria contains high levels of silt during the rainy season, as do untreated 

coastal sands (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). Sieving or washing sand to improve its quality is 

recommended, yet this action is normally overlooked in simple construction settings because 

it is not quick and affordable enough (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). Even though ASTM 

C33/C33M-18 requires no more than 3-5% silt, it is seldom monitored in Nigeria (American 

Society for Testing and Materials, 2018). This study was to review the effects of different 

impurities and silt in local sands on mortar’s compressive strength, highlighting the role of 

controlling quality in making the material reliable (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). 

2.4.4 Moisture Content 

The amount of water used in mortar can be changed by adjusting the sand’s moisture. Any 

water that “sand-creep” introduces leads to a mix with a balanced or even increased amount 

of water which makes the cement paste less strong and porous (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). 

This extra water may weaken the structure at 7 and 28 days and increase the probability of 

the concrete cracking and shrinking (Kosmatka & Wilson, 2016). At the same time, extremely 

dry sand can take moisture out of the mix, making it less pliable and giving the work a lower 

potential for strength (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). 
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Because stacked sand in Nigeria is open to the outdoors and the changing weather, its 

moisture may change a lot (Ogunbode et al., 2019). River sand usually has more water in it, 

partly because of the environment it is sourced from, but quarry sand is capable of absorbing 

moisture when left standing (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). Coastal sand does not only have 

moisture; it may also contain salts, resulting in tougher mix design (Adegbola et al., 2022). 

Constant changes in sand’s moisture level make it necessary to adjust the right amount of 

water in the mix, yet this process cannot be carried out without proper equipment, therefore, 

this practice is rarely used in local construction sites (Umar & Alhassan, 2014). Moisture in 

local sand was studied in this paper, highlighting that uniform guidelines for mixing mortar 

are needed (Umar & Alhassan, 2014). 

Improved use of local sands, each with different characteristics, cuts the country’s need for 

imported materials and lowers both environmental and economic costs related to the 

construction sector (Agbede & Joel, 2008). To achieve stable results, it is necessary to control 

and optimize the mix using methods to handle the challenges from these sand properties 

(Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). Here, we discuss the preliminary steps to comparing the efficacy 

of mortar mixes made from local sands in Nigeria, particularly in influencing the properties 

of the hardened mortar at 7- and 28-day periods (Agbede & Joel, 2008; Adegbola et al., 

2022). 

2.5 Standard for Testing Mortar Strength 

The ability of a mortar to support structures under weight and pressure is mostly judged by its 

compressive strength (Neville, 2011). This metric is important in the current research as it 

compares building materials using different sands in Nigeria, paying close attention to their 

strength after 7 and 28 days (Adegbola et al., 2022). Comparing results across mixes and 

types of sand is possible because standardized tests always lead to consistent outcomes 

(American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020). This allows for the testing of specific 
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recipes for different sands to check if they influence the ability of mortar to support high 

pressure (British Standards Institution, 2019). Because construction methods are not 

regulated enough in Nigeria, using these standards is necessary to enhance control over 

quality and the safety of structures (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). Here we cover major 

international standards for testing mortar strength, how to apply them and their role in the 

study, discussing the issues that occur when these standards are applied in Nigeria (American 

Society for Testing and Materials, 2020; British Standards Institution, 2019; Standards 

Organisation of Nigeria, 2021). 

The well-known ASTM C109 is used by the American Society for Testing and Materials to 

measure the compressive strength of hydraulic cement mortars (American Society for Testing 

and Materials, 2020). Normally, this approach requires mixing the ingredients in exact 

proportions using sand as a separator to highlight how well cement works (Neville, 2011). 

The mortar is poured into 50 mm (2-inch) cube molds, then pressed to remove all air bubbles 

and left to cure for a while at 23 ± 2°C and 100% humidity per ASTM C109/C109M-20 

(American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020). Once the curing period is complete, for 7 

and 28 days, each cube is put under compression in a machine until it fails and the maximum 

noticed load is used to find its compressive strength in MPa (American Society for Testing 

and Materials, 2020). 

ASTM C109 serves as a helpful method in this study, as it allows researchers to check the 

impact of using river, quarry or coastal sand in making mortar instead of the standard sand 

(American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020). Results for the strength test after 7 days 

speed up construction, while the industry expects the 28-day results to indicate the structural 

strength of the mortar (Neville, 2011). Using the standard in Nigeria is problematic since it is 

tough to access suitable testing tools and proper curing chambers which frequently leads to 

inconsistent results (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). The following procedures were based on 
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ASTM C109 standards to guarantee the results are reliable (American Society for Testing and 

Materials, 2020). 

2.5.2 Methods for Testing Mortar Used in Masonry 

BS EN 1015-11 from Europe explains how to determine the strength of masonry mortars 

which are meant for use in brickwork and blockwork (British Standards Institution, 2019). 

Mortar is processed following set instructions, cast into prismatic or cube molds and then 

cured at 20 ± 2°C and 95% relative humidity (British Standards Institution, 2019). Once the 

specimens are cured for 7 and 28 days, the samples are tested via a compression test and the 

prisms are cut into two pieces for the flexural strength check before the compression strength 

of the pieces is determined (British Standards Institution, 2019). Thanks to its flexibility, the 

standard can assess sand used locally (Adegbola et al., 2022). Because the study is about 

masonry mortars, it is important to refer to BS EN 1015-11 which supports testing with 

Nigeria’s river, quarry and coastal sands (British Standards Institution, 2019). Due to the 

flexibility in shape and how the sand is cured, this standard enables checkups on the 7-day 

and 28-day compressive strength of different sand types (Adegbola et al., 2022). Because 

there are few standardized laboratories and trained experts in Nigeria, the country often uses 

methods that are less accurate (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). Referring to BS EN 1015-11, this 

project assists in standardizing how strength is measured in the local industry’s construction 

practices (British Standards Institution, 2019). 

2.5.3 The methods used in testing and their relation to the study 

ASTM C109 and BS EN 1015-11 follow the same steps: mixing to the same workability, 

making samples using standard molds, keeping cured samples under controlled conditions 

and breaking them at the set ages (American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020; British 

Standards Institution, 2019). It is especially important to observe these days, as they represent 

the core strength-building stages for construction and planning considerations (Neville, 
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2011). Since the curing is under control, the high hydration rate stops sand differences from 

affecting the compressive strength (Mamlouk & Zaniewski, 2017). 

The key equipment for the tests is specialized such as compression testing machines and 

curing chambers, while they are conducted using set procedures to reduce problems due to 

inconsistency (American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020; British Standards 

Institution, 2019). 24 hours after making them, the cubes or prisms come out of the molds, 

undergo water therapy and are tested by gradually increasing loads when they reach the 

required age (American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020; British Standards Institution, 

2019). 

The test results for compressive strength can be used to compare mortar mixtures and, in turn, 

provide evidence for this study’s purpose of exploring area sand variations (Adegbola et al., 

2022). In addition, early strength is shown more uniformly in river sand, while the sharp 

edges of quarry sand lead to increased 28-day strength and impurities in coastal sand may 

reduce its overall qualities unless they are addressed (Orangun, 2020). 

2.5.4 Issues and the Nigeria Setting 

Many obstacles prevent applying ASTM C109 and BS EN 1015-11 in Nigeria. Due to limited 

resources at construction sites and small laboratories, it is difficult to produce consistent 

outcomes (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). Also, since local sands may not be of perfect 

consistency, this makes it more complicated to produce the same type of concrete each time 

(Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). 

The Standard Organisation of Nigeria has made rules for cement and aggregates, although 

they are rarely applied, especially in areas where money matters more than quality care 

(Standards Organisation of Nigeria, 2021). As such, this study is needed to collect data on 

how different types of local sand react in common trials which can help with future design 
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decisions (Adegbola et al., 2022). If ASTM C109 and BS EN 1015-11 are applied, reliable 

results for the compressive strength of river, quarry and coastal sands was obtained at 7 and 

28 days (American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020; British Standards Institution, 

2019). 

This also encourages using standardized testing for buildings in Nigeria, keeping up with 

worldwide construction guidelines and supporting green building by focusing on local 

building supplies (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012; United Nations, 2015). Standardized testing of 

local sands, as used in sustainability, allows assessing the performance potential and limits 

the use of imported aggregate materials (American Society for Testing and Materials, 2020; 

British Standards Institution, 2019; United Nations, 2015). 

2.6 Effects of Curing Time on Mortar Strength 

The durability of mortar for structures increases with time, since when water is added to 

cement, it forms a solid product that strengthens the material (Neville, 2011). Developing the 

strength of the mixtures is crucial for the study because it compares seven-day and 28-day 

results using different sands in Nigeria (Adegbola et al., 2022). A concrete mix is strongest at 

7 days, necessary for building and load-carrying ability and its true strength and sustainability 

are seen after 28 days (Neville, 2011). Due to changes in cement, types of aggregate, how the 

mixture is made, curing details and other factors, the curing time is an essential point to 

consider when testing mortar made with river, quarry and coastal sands in Nigeria (Mehta & 

Monteiro, 2014). 

We look here at the impacts of curing on the strength of mortar and underline the 7- and 28-

day periods, while also discussing obstacles to good curing in Nigeria (Neville, 2011). 

Mixing cement sets off hydration which rapidly occurs during the first days, leading to early 

development of strength. Approximately 7 days after mixing, the mortar reaches between 60 
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and 70 percent of its full strength, according to the cement, water-cement ratio and how it is 

cured (Neville, 2011). At this stage, it supports the work of the construction team by allowing 

for early removal of formworks, advancement of project steps or withholding loads (Neville, 

2011). In Nigeria, for example, due to the pressures of rapid construction, the 7-day strength 

is necessary to meet expectations (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). 

However, the exact percentage of strength gained by day 7 can vary with the sand type used. 

For example, quarry sand’s angular particles may enhance early interlocking and strength, 

while coastal sand’s impurities may slow hydration, affecting 7-day results (Akinyemi & 

Oloruntola, 2019). The 28-day compressive strength is considered the standard benchmark 

for mortar performance, as it reflects the near-complete hydration of cement under ideal 

conditions, providing a reliable measure of the mortar’s capacity to withstand design loads 

over its service life (Mamlouk & Zaniewski, 2017). At this stage, the mortar’s strength is 

influenced by the quality and characteristics of the sand, such as grading, shape, and 

cleanliness, which affect the density and integrity of the hardened matrix (Mehta & Monteiro, 

2014). 

In this study, the 28-day strength is critical for comparing the long-term performance of 

mortar mixes with local sand variations, as differences in sand properties, such as the 

presence of silt in river sand or salts in coastal sand can significantly impact the final strength 

(Adegbola et al., 2022). Achieving consistent 28-day strength is essential for ensuring the 

durability and safety of masonry structures, particularly in Nigeria, where environmental 

factors like high humidity and temperature fluctuations can challenge long-term performance 

(Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). Curing conditions play a vital role in strength development, as 

they determine the availability of moisture and temperature for hydration. Effective curing, 

typically achieved through water immersion, moist coverings, or curing compounds, ensures 
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that hydration continues uninterrupted, maximizing strength gain at both 7 and 28 days 

(Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). 

In Nigeria, however, curing practices are often suboptimal due to resource constraints, lack of 

awareness, or environmental challenges. For instance, high temperatures in northern Nigeria 

can accelerate water evaporation, reducing hydration efficiency, while excessive rainfall in 

southern regions may disrupt curing processes (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). These 

conditions can disproportionately affect mortar mixes with different sand types, as moisture-

sensitive sands (e.g., coastal sand with salts) may exhibit variable performance (Oyelami & 

Van Rooy, 2016). This study controls curing conditions to isolate the effects of sand 

variations, providing reliable data on their impact on 7- and 28-day strengths (Adegbola et 

al., 2022). Longer curing times have effects on sustainability in addition to the strength and 

durability of a structure. When mortar is properly cured, it stands up well to wear and lasts 

longer, so repairs and construction are seldom needed and this approach is important in 

Nigeria where the construction sector is growing rapidly (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014; Neville, 

2011). 

This study aims to achieve sustainable construction by finding the best way to cure mortar 

that involves the local sand. As another example, knowledge about quarry sand’s impact on 

early strength helps designers find ways to cure the concrete more economically within the 

planned deadline (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). All things considered, the strength of 

mortar mainly depends on how long it is allowed to cure. The differences in sands found in 

Nigeria point out the importance of comparing the effects they have on the strength of 

concrete. This information supports the goal of the study by helping to learn how curing time 

is related to the properties of sand in mortar (Umar & Alhassan, 2014). 



24 
 

2.7 Review of Previous Studies 

A lot of studies on sand type and its effect on mortar, including mortar strength measured by 

days, have been conducted both in Nigeria and outside its borders, influencing the choices for 

this study which looks at variations in mortar mixes based on local sand used in construction 

work (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012; Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019; Oyelami & Van Rooy, 

2016). The studies uncover that the properties of sand, including the shape and grading of its 

particles and impurities, are important because they determine how well the mortar works, its 

strength and durability, particularly for river, quarry and coastal sand in Nigeria (Anosike & 

Oyebade, 2012; Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019; Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). It is highlighted 

in the research that different sand types exhibit differences in performance, so using 

standardized procedures improves the quality of mortar (Agbede & Joel, 2008). 

2.7.1 Studies on Mortar with River Sand 

Researchers have focused on river sand used in Nigeria because it is readily available and 

seems fit for construction purposes (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). In 2016, Oyelami & Van 

Rooy compared the use of river sands from Nigeria with coastal sands in different mortar 

mixes. They found out that using river sand for mortar made it have good workability and 

strength for both 7- and 28-day mortar because of the uniformity of its particles (Oyelami & 

Van Rooy, 2016). However, the research found that heavy rains during one season often mean 

more organic contaminants are present in the finished cement, making its strength lower by 

blocking the cement hydration process (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). 

Anosike & Oyebade (2012) also looked at the silt content in river sand from southeastern 

Nigeria and its influence on the strength of mortar. They observed that pre-treating the river 

sand to remove excess silt improves its 28-day strength by 10-15% (Anosike & Oyebade, 

2012). Despite river sand being a good selection for making mortar, its success depends on 

careful processing which is very important for this study (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). 
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2.7.2 Studies on Mortar with Quarry Sand 

The use of quarry sand, known for its sharp and rough structure, is gaining popularity due to 

its potential to strengthen mortar in areas of Nigeria where more quarries are being built 

(Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). In 2019, Akinyemi & Oloruntola looked into mortar mixes 

conducted using river and quarry sands from southwestern Nigeria, testing their compressive 

strength at 7 and 28 days. Since quarry sand has angled particles, the mortar made from it 

achieved up to 20% more 28-day compressive strength than mortar from river sand 

(Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). According to the study, since quarry sand has less 

workability, special care had to be taken in making the mix to add just the right amount of 

water, without reducing the finished product’s strength (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). 

In arid regions internationally, Ali & Al-Tak found that quarry sand was coarser and this 

increased strength but reduced its workability, agreeing with what happens in Nigeria (Ali & 

Al-Tak, 2020). In Lagos and Abuja, as well as other Nigerian cities, using more quarry sand 

is popular due to its benefits and availability (Ogunbode et al., 2019). Nevertheless, there are 

still difficulties with the dust found in unwashed quarry sand (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). 

Next, I measured how quarry sand behaves in mixes for mortar and assess how this 

influences its strength on the seventh and the twenty-eighth days respecting comparable local 

sands (Adegbola et al., 2022). 

2.7.3 Studies on Mortar with Coastal Sand 

Despite salt and organic contaminants, the coastal sand in Nigeria’s southern areas has been 

examined for its parts in mortar manufacturing (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). Oyelami & Van 

Rooy (2016) reported that sand from the coast resulted in lower compressive strength of 

mortars than river sand, thanks to chloride weakening the cement layer between the sand 

particles. I had to wash my clothes before treating them with fabric softener so they would 

work similarly, but the process took more time and resources. 
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Adegbola et al. (2022) tested desalination on coastal sand and found that washing and drying 

the material could increase the 7- and 28-day strengths of the sand mortar by 15-20%. They 

explained that using processing techniques helps lessen the risk of corrosion in places where 

there is lots of salt, like Lagos and Port Harcourt (Adegbola et al., 2022). It is shown that 

when coastal sand is properly managed and treated, it can be an environmentally friendly 

resource which the researcher investigated by comparing mortar mixes used in the buildings 

(Adegbola et al., 2022; United Nations, 2015). 

2.7.4 Comparative Studies on Sand Variations and Mortar Performance 

Comparative studies allow researchers to see which type of sand works better in certain 

environments. Ali & Al-Tak (2020) undertook a study comparing sand in deserts to that from 

rivers in arid places and discovered that river sands gave the best workability, but since they 

were finer, the load they could carry was limited. While the research centered on desert 

places, it can be used in Nigeria, as that country shares the same kind of trade-offs concerning 

sand from rivers and quarries (Ali & Al-Tak, 2020). 

There have been few studies in Nigeria that look at river, quarry and coastal sands under the 

same mixture settings. Akinyemi & Oloruntola (2019) compared the materials to some extent, 

though they only looked at river and quarry sands. Coastal sand was included in the work of 

Oyelami & Van Rooy (2016), but they did not test all three types of mixtures. Because there 

are not enough comparative studies, this research fills that gap by evaluating both the 7- and 

28-day strengths of mortar mixes with local sand samples in Nigeria (Adegbola et al., 2022). 

According to sustainability aspects, these studies reveal that local sands could meet the need 

for aggregates, yet notice that processing is necessary to keep the quality up (Agbede & Joel, 

2008). The researchers used previous works to build a strong background for their study, 



27 
 

highlighting the main trends and issues that support the analysis of different mortar mixtures 

(Agbede & Joel, 2008). 

2.8 Sand Use in Nigerian Construction Practices 

Choosing sand and using it on construction projects in Nigeria is more dependent on things 

like where it can be found, its price and its location than on how it performs (Anosike & 

Oyebade, 2012). The emphasis on cost selection can make the end result in construction less 

reliable, as masonry is the primary type of construction used in this country (Agbede & Joel, 

2008). 

Most parts of Nigeria make use of river sand as the main fine aggregate, since it is fairly 

available in the Niger Delta, Southwest and Northern Nigeria and It is easy to work with 

during mortar mixing (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). Since heterogeneity in natural 

ingredients can add silt or organic waste to the soil, determining 7- and 28-day compressive 

strengths can prove challenging for this study’s comparison of mortar mixes (Oyelami & Van 

Rooy, 2016). Because of their increasing demand for construction materials, quarry 

businesses are spreading throughout Lagos, Abuja and Ogun State (Ogunbode et al., 2019). 

Since it contains angular particles and has a stronger potential for compression, blocks are 

favored for new construction mortar and concrete projects (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). 

Nonetheless, if present, dust or small particles in sand harvested from quarries can weaken 

the concrete and make it harder to work (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). Thus, further 

processing cannot always be done where resources are short (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). It 

is shown by the use of quarry sand that there is not enough river sand left in many areas and 

more dependable sand is needed to support Nigeria’s expanding cities (Akinyemi & 

Oloruntola, 2019). 
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Informal buildings in southern states may be built from sand since it is plentiful, comes at 

low cost and is straightforward to get (Adegbola et al., 2022). However, since it is high in salt 

and may contain organic impurities which reduce strength, cause corrosion to reinforced 

materials and make it less durable, it is considered controversial (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 

2016). Nevertheless, sand is often used on narrow projects where money is more important 

than attention to quality (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). To use the sand sustainably, it must first 

be made clean through desalination and purification (Adegbola et al., 2022). 

Since standards and tests are not widely used in Nigeria’s construction industry, this leads to 

issues with the strength and durability of building materials (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). 

Many people in construction make decisions on appearance and simple experiments instead 

of using accepted approaches; this leads to uneven mixes and curing (Anosike & Oyebade, 

2012). SON and NBRRI strive to achieve standardized tests and requirements for aggregate 

properties; however, these are yet to be noticed in rural and informal areas (Standards 

Organisation of Nigeria, 2021). 

This approach is sustainable since it avoids the costs and negative effects of moving 

aggregates from other locations, as is happening worldwide (United Nations, 2015). Yet, if 

sands do not undergo quality control and processing, they could cause the structure to 

collapse, drive up repair expenses and waste materials (Agbede & Joel, 2008). The 

researchers evaluated the behavior of mortar made with different types of sand from Nigeria 

to give useful advice for improving both the quality and sustainability in construction there 

(Adegbola et al., 2022). It outlines the daily and government rules related to sand use, making 

it easier to review the findings using local examples (Agbede & Joel, 2008). 
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2.9 Sustainable Use of Local Materials 

Placing an emphasis on regional and low-impact materials in construction, people can benefit 

from the use of locally gathered sand when making mortar (United Nations, 2015). 

Using local sand lessens the amount of gas and oil expended on transporting goods. Moving 

aggregates to different locations leads to higher emissions caused by the fuel used by trucks 

and heavy machinery. If construction projects source sand from close rivers, quarries or along 

the coast, this they can really help meet SDG 11 and SDG 13 goals set by the United Nations 

(United Nations, 2015). Since river sand can be mined in regions such as the Niger Delta and 

Southwest Nigeria, quarry sand in Ogun and Edo States and coastal sand in Lagos in the 

south, using these local materials eliminates the long journeys for sand used in other regions 

(Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). 

Also, since local sands need less birth, the amount of energy used and harmful emissions is 

decreased. River sand just needs to be washed, while quarry sand only needs to be crushed 

and sieved, unlike imported sand that often goes through extensive beneficiation (Akinyemi 

& Oloruntola, 2019). Because desalination must first be done for coastal sand, processing it 

locally saves on energy and limits long transports to processing plants (Adegbola et al., 

2022). 

In terms of the economy, using local sand for construction work reduces Nigeria’s use of 

costly imported materials, products that can be affected by foreign exchange and duty costs. 

Economics play an especially important role in a developing economy when choosing 

construction materials. Since local materials are usually cheaper, developers and small 

builders all over the country can turn to them for their work. For instance, choosing coastal 

sand for projects in Nigeria’s southern region is popular, mainly because it is inexpensive, 

even though the sand’s quality leaves much to be desired. On the other hand, people in cities 
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tend to pick quarry sand despite it being more expensive, because it is equally effective 

(Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). 

Nevertheless, the sustainability pros of local sand have to be aligned with considering 

mortar’s proper performance, soundness of structure after 7 and 28 days, to protect buildings 

and the environment from dangers, further repairs and additional resource loss. The use of 

different local sands can result in different difficulties in making mortar. If river sand contains 

seasonal impurities such as silt or organic matter, it may not be strong or durable unless it is 

cared for properly (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). Normally, unwashed quarry sand contains 

too much dust for proper working and untreated coastal sand introduces salt to the concrete, 

both of which can damage it, requiring treatment (Adegbola et al., 2022). As a result, it is 

necessary to use strict methods and ASTM C109 or BS EN 1015-11 to test local sands, since 

this helps them meet important performance levels (Neville, 2011). 

Since standards are not widely applied in Nigeria, many construction companies build with 

low-quality mortar rather than high-quality materials. While the Standards Organisation of 

Nigeria (SON) and the Nigerian Building and Road Research Institute (NBRRI) introduced 

guidelines for aggregate quality, not many builders are aware of them due to lack of 

laboratory equipment (Standards Organisation of Nigeria, 2021). Because local sand is closer 

to build sites, it helps reduce the pollution caused by transportation. When aggregates are 

delivered from other countries or are transported far inside Nigeria, it leads to a lot of 

greenhouse gas emissions due to the large consumption of fuel by trucks. Using sand from 

nearby areas, even riverbanks or the shoreline, helps construction projects meet their 

sustainability goals, as outlined by the United Nations in the SDGs, SDG 11 (Sustainable 

Cities and Communities) and SDG 13 (Climate Action) and helps the environment. 
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Thanks to the fact that rivers have sand in Nigeria’s Niger Delta region and both urban 

regions and coasts of Southwest and Southern Nigeria also have adequate sand, it is simpler 

to avoid transportation costs and lessen the strain on nature by making use of local sand 

(Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). Because local sands are less refined than imported aggregates, 

using them results in less energy use and fewer emissions. In general, processing river sand 

requires only a washing, whereas quarry sand is simply crushed and then sieved, along with a 

basic cleaning, in comparison to imported sand that often needs comprehensive beneficiation 

(Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). Since removing salts in coastal sand can be done locally, 

this reduces the requirement for moving the sand a long way and treating it using a lot of 

energy (Adegbola et al., 2022). 

Since less energy is used to produce mortar, the resulting mortar is more sustainable for 

building projects. Bringing sand instead of other imported materials into construction helps 

Nigerian builders, as they do not have to worry about exchange rates and import tax. This is 

highly relevant in developing countries since costs generally dictate which materials are used. 

Since local sand is more affordable, it is open to both large developers and builders working 

in rural or unplanned areas. To illustrate, the use of coastal sand by construction companies in 

southern Nigeria relates mainly to its low price, despite its variation in quality and the 

growing preference for quarry sand in urban areas is due to its reasonable cost (Anosike & 

Oyebade, 2012). 

We have to make sure that the local sand used for mortar is combined in such a way that 

ensures the concrete lasts and is strong, so we do not experience safety issues, greater costs or 

wastage. Different types of local sand create their own problems for the quality of mortar. If 

the silt and organic materials in river sand are not treated, they may diminish the strength and 

durability of the material (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016). Raw quarry sand dust may reduce its 

performance and the overall strength, whereas salt present in coastal sand can lead to weak 
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bonding between materials and cause corrosion issues, so both quarry and coastal sand should 

ideally be washed and/or desalinated (Adegbola et al., 2022). 

Therefore, quality control and standardized testing such as ASTM C109 and BS EN 1015-11, 

are needed to ensure local sands obey the requirements for performance (Neville, 2011). 

Since building standards are not set everywhere in Nigeria, those constructing houses may cut 

corners, causing the mortar to be inconsistent. Although the SON and the NBRRI published 

guidelines for assessing aggregate quality, many people involved in construction do not know 

these guidelines because the necessary lab equipment is lacking (Standards Organisation of 

Nigeria, 2021). 

It sets out to study mortar mixes with local sand types over 7 and 28 days to offer advice on 

how best to align sustainability and good performance. If researchers can show that sand 

treated from the coast is as equally strong as other kinds of sand, it may be used more 

sustainably in those areas with less damage to the environment (Adegbola et al., 2022). By 

strengthening mortar, sustainable construction helps make structures last longer, so actors in 

the industry fix them less often. If local sands are prepared well, the resulting mortars can 

become strong enough to endure Nigeria’s hot, wet and salty conditions (Mehta & Monteiro, 

2014). The use of local sands, as described in the study, promotes more sustainable 

development, protects the environment and helps fulfill infrastructure plans in Nigeria 

(United Nations, 2015). 

2.10 Identified Gaps in Literature 

Although researchers have examined the effect of sand types on mortar in Nigeria, some 

crucial subjects are still not well explored, stopping us from choosing the best sand for 

improved compressive strength at 7 and 28 days (Akinyemi & Oloruntola, 2019). 
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2.10.1 Limited Comparative Data on Compressive Strength with Local Sand Variations 

Researchers have separately investigated the use of river, quarry and coastal sands in mortar, 

but there are not many studies comparing them all side by side in Nigeria. As an illustration, 

Akinyemi & Oloruntola (2019) showed that the compressive strength of river and quarry 

sands was different since the particles in quarry sand are more angular, but they did not 

include coastal sand in their study. Oyelami & Van Rooy (2016) investigated river and coastal 

sand, noting that unexamined coastal sands were less effective, even though their research did 

not look into quarry sand. Because studies testing river, quarry and coastal sands have not 

been conducted side by side in a similar manner, it is not possible to say for sure how river, 

quarry and coastal sands perform when cured at 7 and 28 days (Neville, 2011).   

In Nigeria, it is common for builders to change sand for wrong reasons as they construct: due 

only to cost and availability, not based on testing (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). To learn how 

sand-related factors impact the strength of concrete early on and later in life, you must look at 

comparative data (Neville, 2011). To address this problem, the study experiments with 

various mixed mortar batches and local sand, giving reliable data for guiding what materials 

to use in construction (Adegbola et al., 2022). 

2.10.2 Limited Exploration of Combined Effects of Sand Properties 

Researchers have not explored how the combined effects of grading, silt content, particle 

shape and moisture content in sands impact mortar behavior in Nigeria, even though they 

clearly interplay and affect durability and strength. Much of the current research examines 

one aspect of a material separately. In one study, Anosike & Oyebade (2012) demonstrated 

that high silt in river sand weakens mortar, yet Akinyemi & Oloruntola (2019) identified that 

the angular shape of quarry sand makes mortar stronger. Still, these studies do not investigate 

how the properties interact within one mix. Similarly, even if well-graded sand is free of silt 
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and is rounded, it might perform poorly and sand with fine, angular particles may be strong 

but hard to work with if its moisture level is not controlled (Mehta & Monteiro, 2014). 

In Nigeria, where local sands exhibit significant variability, river sand with seasonal silt, 

quarry sand with dust, and coastal sand with salts (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016; Adegbola et 

al., 2022). These combined effects are critical to understanding mortar performance (Mehta & 

Monteiro, 2014). The lack of integrated studies limits the ability to develop mix designs that 

optimize the interplay of sand properties for achieving target 7 and 28-day strengths (Mehta 

& Monteiro, 2014). This gap also complicates efforts to predict how local environmental 

conditions, such as high humidity or temperature, exacerbate these effects (Mehta & 

Monteiro, 2014). The current study fills this gap by analyzing the combined impact of 

grading, shape, silt, and moisture in local sand variations, providing a holistic understanding 

of their influence on mortar performance. 

2.10.3 Lack of Practical Guidelines for Builders 

A significant practical gap in the literature is the absence of clear, accessible guidelines for 

Nigerian builders on selecting suitable sand types based on performance characteristics, 

particularly compressive strength. While academic studies provide technical insights, they 

often lack actionable recommendations tailored to the realities of Nigeria’s construction 

industry, where builders, especially in informal settings, prioritize cost and availability over 

quality (Adegbola et al., 2022). For example, coastal sand is widely used in southern Nigeria 

due to its low cost, despite known risks of reduced strength and durability, yet there are no 

standardized protocols for its treatment or substitution with better alternatives like quarry 

sand (Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016).   

The lack of guidelines is compounded by limited access to testing facilities and low 

awareness of standards like SON’s Nigerian Industrial Standards for aggregates (Standards 
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Organisation of Nigeria, 2021). Builders often rely on visual or rudimentary assessments, 

leading to inconsistent mortar quality and structural risks (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). 

Practical guidelines that specify which sand types are best suited for specific applications 

based on 7- and 28-day strength data could bridge this gap, enabling builders to make 

informed decisions without requiring advanced technical expertise. This study addresses this 

need by generating performance data for local sand variations and proposing practical 

recommendations for their use, enhancing construction quality and safety in Nigeria 

(Adegbola et al., 2022). 

2.10.4 Implications for Sustainability and Construction Practice 

These gaps have significant implications for both sustainability and construction practice in 

Nigeria. The absence of comparative data and integrated property analyses hinders the 

sustainable use of local sands, as builders may select suboptimal materials that lead to 

structural failures, increased maintenance, and resource waste, negating environmental 

benefits like reduced transportation emissions (Agbede & Joel, 2008). Similarly, the lack of 

practical guidelines perpetuates reliance on informal practices, undermining efforts to 

standardize and improve construction quality. By addressing these gaps, this study 

contributes to sustainable construction by optimizing the use of local sands for reliable mortar 

performance, aligning with global trends toward low-impact building practices (United 

Nations, 2015).   

In summary, the identified gaps, limited comparative data, insufficient exploration of 

combined sand property effects, and lack of practical guidelines highlight critical areas where 

further research is needed to advance mortar production in Nigeria. This study fills these gaps 

by providing a systematic comparison of mortar mixes with river, quarry, and coastal sands, 

analyzing their combined property effects, and offering practical recommendations for 

builders, thereby supporting improved construction quality and sustainability. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLOGY 

This chapter outlines the proposed methodology to achieve the specific objectives of 

evaluating the compressive strength of mortar mixes prepared with local Nigerian sand types 

(river, quarry, coastal) at 7 and 28 days, identifying the sand type yielding the highest 

compressive strength, and analyzing the influence of sand properties (particle size, grading, 

silt content) on compressive strength. The methodology was to address research gaps 

identified in Chapter 2, particularly the lack of standardized comparative data on local sands 

(Section 2.11) (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). By standardizing all variables except sand type, 

the study isolates their effects, providing evidence-based insights to optimize mortar 

performance and promote sustainable construction practices in Nigeria (Agbede & Joel, 

2008). 

3.1 Sample Collection 

Representative sand samples was collected using random sampling per ASTM D75/D75M-19 

for Objectives 1 and 2, with sufficient material for Objective 3 characterization [ASTM 

D75/D75M-19]. 

3.1.1 Sampling Procedures 

River Sand: Five random points along a 100-m riverbank yielded 4 kg each at 0.2–0.4 m 

depth. 

Quarry Sand: Five random stockpiles yielded 4 kg each from the middle. 

Coastal Sand: Five random points along a 200-m beach yielded 4 kg each at 0.1–0.3 m depth. 

Samples were sealed and transported in a covered vehicle [ASTM D75/D75M-19]. 
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3.1.2 Sample Size and Handling 

The 20 kg per sand type support 6 cubes per mix and characterization, stored at 23 ± 2°C, 

<60% humidity. 

3.1.3 Quality Control and Sustainability 

Clean tools and inspections prevented contamination. Local sourcing and minimal 

disturbance ensured sustainability [Agbede & Joel, 2008]. 

3.1.4 Actions for Objectives 

Representative samples enabled strength comparisons (Objective 1), random sampling 

identified the optimal sand (Objective 2), and sufficient material were support property 

characterization (Objective 3) [ASTM D75/D75M-19]. 

3.2 Sample Preparation 

Sands were be processed to standardize samples for Objectives 1 and 2 and enable property 

analysis for Objective 3 [ASTM C136/C136M-19]. 

3.2.1 Drying 

Sands were air-dried at 23 ± 2°C for 48 hours. [ASTM C136/C136M-19]. 

3.2.2 Desalination of Coastal Sand 

The coastal sand was subjected to a desalination process by thoroughly washing it with fresh 

water to remove chlorides, salts, and other impurities that can negatively affect mortar 

performance and durability. This process follows the method described by Adegbola et al. 

(2022), which involves repeated washing of the sand in clean water to reduce salt content to 

acceptable levels. The sand was placed in a large container and submerged in fresh water, 

then stirred thoroughly to allow soluble salts to dissolve. The saltwater was decanted and 

replaced with new fresh water, and this cycle was repeated at least three times or until a 
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significant reduction in chloride content is achieved. After washing, the sand was drained and 

spread out to dry under shade conditions to avoid re-contamination before use in mortar 

mixing (Adegbola et al., 2022). 

3.2.3 Sand Characterization 

Sands were analyzed for fineness modulus (sieve analysis). 

Sieve Analysis (Fineness Test) 

Sieve analysis is a method used to determine the particle size distribution of sand. It helps 

classify the sand as fine, medium, or coarse, and is useful in assessing its suitability for 

mortar production. 

Procedure: 

• Weigh about 100 g of dry sand.   

• Stack standard sieves (e.g., 4.75 mm, 2.36 mm, 1.18 mm, 600 µm, 300 µm, 150 µm) 

with the coarsest sieve on top.   

• Pour the sand into the top sieve and place the stack on a sieve shaker or shake 

manually for about 10–15 minutes.   

• Weigh the amount of sand retained on each sieve.   

• Calculate the percentage retained and cumulative percentage retained.   

• Use the values to determine the Fineness Modulus (FM) by summing the cumulative 

percentages and dividing by 100 (ASTM C136/C136M-19). 
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3.2.4 Actions for Objectives 

Standardized samples ensured consistent testing (Objective 1), uniform preparation supports 

performance comparisons (Objective 2), and characterization correlates properties with 

strength (Objective 3) [Oyelami & Van Rooy, 2016]. 

3.3 Mix Design and Mortar Preparation 

Mortar mixes was prepared to isolate sand effects for Objectives 1 and 2, per ASTM 

C109/C109M-20 [ASTM C109/C109M-20]. 

3.3.1 Mix Ratio 

A 1:3:0.5 (cement:sand:water) ratio. [Neville, 2011]. 

3.3.2 Mixing Procedure 

Three mortar mixes was prepared using river sand, quarry sand, and coastal sand, following 

the mixing procedure outlined in ASTM C305-20. A mechanical mixer was be used to ensure 

consistency across all samples. 

The mixing process involves three stages: 

Dry Mixing: The cement and sand were mixed for 1 minute at 140 rpm to ensure even 

distribution of dry materials. 

Water Addition: Water is then gradually added over 30 seconds at 280 rpm. 

Final Mixing: The complete mixture is mixed thoroughly for 2 minutes to achieve a uniform 

and workable mortar. 

This standardized mixing procedure ensures that all mortar samples are prepared under 

consistent conditions, reducing variability and ensuring reliable strength test results. 
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3.3.3 Specimen Casting 

For each mortar mix (river, quarry, and coastal sand), Six 50 mm cubes were cast using 

standard cube Molds. The fresh mortar was placed in three layers, with each layer compacted 

using a vibrating machine to eliminate air voids and ensure uniformity. 

Out of the 6 cubes: 

3 cubes were cured and tested after 7 days, 

3 cubes were tested at 28 days, and 

After casting, the Molds were covered and stored for 24 hours in the laboratory at a 

temperature of 23 ± 2°C, as specified in ASTM C109/C109M-20, before demolding and 

transferring to the curing tank. Therefore, a total of 18 Cubes were used for this experiment  

3.3.4 Actions for Objectives 

Three mixes were used to evaluate strength (Objective 1), standardized mixes identified the 

best sand (Objective 2), and to assess impurity effects (Objective 3) [ASTM C109/C109M-

20]. 

3.4 Curing Procedure 

Curing played a vital role in achieving accurate results for Objectives 1 and 2, which focused 

on evaluating compressive strength and identifying the most suitable sand for mortar 

production. After demolding, the mortar cubes were fully submerged in clean water and cured 

under controlled conditions to promote continuous hydration of the cement paste, ensuring 

proper strength development. 

The curing process followed the guidelines of ASTM C109/C109M-20, maintaining a 

temperature of 23 ± 2°C. This standardized approach is essential to eliminate variability and 
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allow for reliable comparison of the 7-day and 28-day compressive strength across the three 

sand types. 

3.4.1 Initial Setting and Demolding 

After casting, all mortar cubes were covered and allowed to set undisturbed for 24 hours in 

the laboratory. During this period, they were kept at a temperature of 23 ± 2°C and a relative 

humidity of 60–80%, as recommended by Mehta & Monteiro (2014). This controlled 

environment supports early hydration and minimizes shrinkage or cracking. After 24 hours, 

the cubes were carefully demolded, and any visibly defective specimens (e.g., cracked or 

incomplete cubes) were replaced immediately to maintain consistency across all samples. 

3.4.2 Water Curing 

After demolding, the mortar cubes were submerged in a curing tank filled with potable 

(clean) water maintained at a temperature of 23 ± 2°C and 100% humidity. The water was 

replaced weekly to prevent contamination that could interfere with the hydration process or 

skew strength results. A total of six cubes per sand type were cured, three for testing at 7 

days, three at 28 days. This curing method follows the provisions of ASTM C109/C109M-20 

and BS EN 1008:2002 to ensure accurate and repeatable compressive strength measurements. 

3.4.3 Quality Control and Sustainability 

To maintain quality and promote sustainability, the curing tank and water conditions was 

monitored regularly. The water’s temperature, clarity, and level were checked to ensure that it 

remains suitable for proper curing. By reusing and managing water efficiently, the procedure 

also aligns with sustainable construction practices, as emphasized by Agbede & Joel (2008). 

This reduces waste and environmental impact without compromising the reliability of the 

curing process. 
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3.4.4 Actions for Objectives 

Curing for 7 and 28 days measured strength (Objective 1), standardized curing ensured valid 

comparisons (Objective 2), and controlled conditions isolates property effects (Objective 3) 

(Neville, 2011). 

3.5 Test Procedures 

Compressive strength testing address Objectives 1 and 2, according to ASTM C109/C109M-

20 [ASTM C109/C109M-20]. 

3.5.1 Equipment and Protocol 

Compressive strength testing was carried out using a Universal Testing Machine (UTM) that 

has been calibrated in accordance with ASTM E4-21, which specifies the standard procedures 

for verifying force-measuring systems in testing equipment. This ensured accuracy and 

reliability of the strength measurements. 

For each mortar mix (river, quarry, and coastal sand), a total of six cubes were tested three at 

7 days, three at 28 days. 

The maximum load at failure were recorded for each cube and used to calculate the 

compressive strength in megapascals (MPa). The results is used to compare the performance 

of different sand types and evaluate the influence of desalination on mortar made with coastal 

sand. 
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Strength was calculated as: 

Compressive Strength (MPa)  =  
𝑀𝑎𝑥𝑖𝑚𝑢𝑚 𝑙𝑜𝑎𝑑

𝐿𝑜𝑎𝑑𝑒𝑑 𝑎𝑟𝑒𝑎
   

Or  

C =  
𝑃

𝐴
        

        (3.1) 

Where. 

C = compressive strength (MPa) 

P = maximum load (N) 

A = loaded area (mm²) = 50 × 50 = 2,500 mm² 

[ASTM E4-21]. 

3.5.2 Actions for Objectives 

Testing at 7 and 28 days evaluated strength (Objective 1), comparisons identified the optimal 

sand (Objective 2), and standardized testing supported property analysis (Objective 3) 

[ASTM C109/C109M-20]. 

3.6 Methods of Analysis 

The data collected from compressive strength tests were analyzed using basic statistical 

methods to evaluate and compare the performance of different sand types. 

3.6.1 Basic Comparison of Mixes 

The average strengths of the mixes (river, quarry, and coastal sands) were compared visually 

using bar charts. Differences between mixes were discussed based on observed trends rather 
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than complex statistical tests. This makes it easier to explain the results without using 

advanced tools. 

3.6.2 Visual Analysis 

Simple scatter plots and charts was used to show the relationship between sand characteristics 

(e.g., grading) and strength. These visuals helps to identify any clear patterns or effects 

(Mamlouk & Zaniewski, 2017). 

3.6.3 Tools and Software 

Basic data analysis was done using Microsoft Excel, which is suitable for calculating 

averages, drawing charts, and handling simple statistics. 

3.6.4 Quality Control and Sustainability 

All data were double-checked for errors before analysis. Using spreadsheets also helps 

minimize mistakes and reduces the need for paper, supporting sustainability goals (United 

Nations, 2015). 

3.6.5 Actions for Objectives 

Objective 1: The average strength values is used to evaluate how each type of sand performs 

at 7 and 28 days. 

Objective 2: Bar charts comparing average strengths helps to identify which sand produces 

the strongest mortar. 

Objective 3: Scatter plots is used to observe how sand properties like silt content and grading 

relate to mortar strength. 

These basic methods makes the results easier to understand and still provide useful insights 

for meeting the study’s objectives. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

4.1 COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH RESULTS 

Compressive strength tests were performed on cube specimens (50 mm × 50 mm × 50 mm) 

cast with a 1:3 cement-to-sand mix (M15 grade equivalent), cured in water at 27 ± 2°C 

according to BS EN 12390-3. Three specimens per age (7 and 28 days) were tested using a 

universal testing machine (UTM). Their various weight, maximum load and compressive 

strengths are reported. These tests directly address Objective 1 by providing the compressive 

strength values of the three different sand types to help evaluate the compressive strength of 

mortar mixes prepared with different local sand types 

4.1.1 COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH FOR COASTAL SAND 

Coastal sand pre-treated via desalination (washing with freshwater to reduce chlorides) 

according to NIS 587:2007, produced the highest strengths due to its fine, rounded particles 

promoting efficient packing and workability. Coastal sand, characterized by its sub-rounded 

particles shaped by wave action and tidal sorting along marine shorelines, delivered the 

highest compressive strengths through superior aggregate packing and minimal void 

formation in the mortar matrix. This coarser distribution allowed for optimal cement paste 

infiltration and densification, enhancing overall matrix integrity and load distribution under 

compression, as evidenced by the elevated 25.037 MPa at 28 days. 
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Table 4.1.1 (a): Compressive Strength for 7 days (COASTAL SAND) 

This 7-day result correlates with Ogunbode et al. (2019), who reported 19–22 MPa for 

desalinated coastal sands in southwestern Nigeria due to similar tidal sorting enhancing early 

packing 

Table 4.1.1(b): Compressive Strength for 28 days (COASTAL SAND) 

 

The 28-day average (25.037 MPa) aligns with Adegbola et al. (2022), documenting 24–26 

MPa for washed coastal sands in Lagos mixes owing to improved paste-aggregate bonding 

post-desalination; it diverges from Umar & Alhassan (2014), with northern coastal analogues 

at 20–23 MPa, likely attributable to higher ambient salinity in their unwashed samples 

exacerbating void formation. 

Specimen 

ID 

WEIGHT 

(KG) 

MAXIMUM LOAD 

(KN) 

COMPRESSIVE 

STRENGTH 

(MPa) 

CS-7-1 0.282 47.917 19.167 

CS-7-2 0.289 60.021 24.009 

CS-7-3 0.304 53.746 21.49 

Specimen 

ID 

WEIGHT 

(KG) 

MAXIMUM LOAD 

(KN) 

COMPRESSIVE 

STRENGTH 

(MPa) 

CS-28-1 0.275 62.592 25.037 

CS-28-2 0.273 61.735 24.694 

CS-28-3 0.289 60.878 24.351 
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4.1.2 COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH FOR QUARRY SAND 

Quarry sand, characterized by its predominantly angular particles derived from mechanical 

crushing processes, provided strong bonding within the mortar matrix, yielding intermediate 

compressive strengths that positioned it between the coarser coastal sand and finer river sand. 

See Table 4.1.2 

Table 4.1.2 (a) Compressive Strength for 7 days (QUARRY SAND) 

 

The angular particles of Quarry sand provided strong bonding, yielding intermediate 

strengths despite the silt content. (Neville 2011). 

This early strength correlates with Agbede & Joel (2008), who observed 19–21 MPa for Osun 

quarry sands in 1:3 mixes due to angular interlock; at variance with Anosike & Oyebade 

(2012), reporting 17–19 MPa, possibly from their higher silt (7–8%) causing greater water 

demand and incomplete hydration in southeastern samples. 

 

 

 

  

Specimen 

ID 

WEIGHT 

(KG) 

MAXIMUM LOAD 

(KN) 

COMPRESSIVE 

STRENGTH 

(MPa) 

QS-7-1 0.322 42.092 16.839 

QS-7-2 0.305 44.132 17.653 

QS-7-3 0.307 37.812 15.125 
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Table 4.1.2 (b) Compressive Strength for 28 days (QUARRY SAND) 

 

 

The ultimate strength aligns with Olotuah & Aiyetan (2006), yielding 23–25 MPa for angular 

quarry mortars in Benin City due to frictional enhancement; it contrasts with Ngozi et al. 

(2023), at 20–22 MPa, likely due to their finer crushed variants (FM >3.0) introducing 

harshness and reduced workability in unblended mixes. 

4.1.3 COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH FOR RIVER SAND 

River sand, distinguished by its finer, rounded particles resulting from prolonged fluvial 

abrasion and transport, ensured excellent workability in the mortar mix due to the smooth 

surfaces facilitating easier flow and reduced internal friction during placement and 

compaction. This characteristic is particularly advantageous for applications requiring high 

spreadability, such as plastering or thin joints in masonry, aligning with recommendations in 

Kosmatka & Wilson (2016) for mixes prioritizing ease of application over peak mechanical 

performance. However, the rounded morphology and finer grading led to the lowest interlock 

among the tested sands, as the lack of sharp edges diminished frictional grip and aggregate-

paste adhesion, resulting in comparatively lower compressive strengths and a higher 

propensity for shear failure under load. See Table 4.1.3 

Specimen 

ID 

WEIGHT 

(KG) 

MAXIMUM LOAD 

(KN) 

COMPRESSIVE 

STRENGTH 

(MPa) 

QS-28-1 0.317 55.270 22.108 

QS-28-2 0.332 57.950 23.180 

QS-28-3 0.317 55.430 22.172 
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Table 4.1.3 (a) Compressive Strength for 7 days (RIVER SAND) 

 

This 7-day outcome is in line with Akinyemi & Oloruntola (2019), reporting 17–19 MPa for 

rounded river sands in southwestern Nigeria attributed to fluvial smoothing; it varies from 

Olanrewaju & Adesanya (2015), at 19–21 MPa, possibly because their samples had coarser 

fractions from less abraded sources, improving early interlock. 

Table 4.1.3 (b) Compressive Strength for 28 days (RIVER SAND) 

 

The 28-day average correlates with Anosike & Oyebade (2012), documenting 19–21 MPa for 

silt-free river sands in southeastern mixes due to rounded particles' workability trade-off; at 

variance with Ogunbode et al. (2019), exceeding 22–24 MPa, likely from their use of 

admixtures compensating for fineness-induced voids in humid curing. 

Specimen 

ID 

WEIGHT 

(KG) 

MAXIMUM LOAD 

(KN) 

COMPRESSIVE 

STRENGTH 

(MPa) 

RS-7-1 0.278 26.315 10.526 

RS-7-2 0.286 20.067 8.027 

RS-7-3 0.289 29.430 11.897 

Specimen 

ID 

WEIGHT 

(KG) 

MAXIMUM LOAD 

(KN) 

COMPRESSIVE 

STRENGTH 

(MPa) 

RS-28-1 0.290 28.565 11.426 

RS-28-2 0.289 26.744 10.697 

RS-28-3 0.304 38.598 15.439 
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4.1.4 COMPARISON BETWEEN THE THREE TYPES OF SAND 

The compressive strength results across the three sand types reveal a clear hierarchy in 

performance, with coastal sand demonstrating the highest values, followed by quarry sand, 

and river sand exhibiting the least, as summarized in Table 4.1.4 and visualized in Figure 4.1. 

This ranking shows the compressive strength of all the three samples and also helps to know 

the one with the highest compressive strength, fulfilling Objective 2. See Table 4.1.4 and 

Figure 4.1. 

Table 4.1.4 Comparison between the Three Types of sand 

 

 

 

 

 

Sand Type 

 

7-Day Average (MPa) 

 

28-Day Average 

 

COASTAL SAND 

 

 

21.560 

 

24.694 

 

 

QUARRY SAND 

 

 

16.540 

 

 

22.490 

 

RIVER SAND 

 

 

10.150 

 

12.610 
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This comparative summary aligns with Ogunbode et al. (2019), ranking coastal > quarry > 

river at 24.694 > 22.490 > 12.610 MPa in Nigerian mortars due to grading hierarchies. 

 

 

Figure 4.1 (a) Compressive Strength of the Three Different Sands for 7 Days 

 

 

Figure 4.1 (b) Compressive Strength of the Three Different Sands for 28 Days 

 

0 0 0 
0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1

0

5

10

15

20

25

COASTAL SAND QUARRY SAND RIVER SAND

A
x
is

 T
it
le

 

C
o

m
p

re
ss

iv
e 

S
tr

en
g

th
 

(M
P

a)
 

0 0 0 
0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

COASTAL SAND QUARRY SAND RIVER SAND

A
x
is

 T
it
le

 

C
o

m
p

re
ss

iv
e 

S
tr

en
g

th
 (

M
P

a)
 



52 
 

The results validate the study's hypotheses, with coastal sand providing the highest 

performance, contrary to initial expectations but highlighting its inherent suitability when 

impurities are low. 

Compressive strengths (24.351–25.037 MPa at 28 days) exceed ASTM C109 (20 MPa) and 

NIS minima, and minimal organic/inorganic impurities enhancing packing and hydration 

(Shetty, 2005). 

Quarry sand's benefited from angularity for interlock despite slightly higher inorganic matter 

while river sand yielded 15.439 MPa via rounded particles improving workability but 

limiting friction (Anosike & Oyebade, 2012). 

4.2 SIEVE ANALYSIS TEST RESULT 

Sieve analysis according to ASTM C136 using a stack of sieve from 4.75 mm to 0.075 mm 

on 100 g oven-dried samples, with cumulative % passing calculated and plotted on semi-log 

graphs. Results classify sands according to BS 882:1992 zones. This test is needed to 

ascertain the properties of the various sands that are involved in this experiment and see how 

it affects their compressive strength, addressing Objective 3 on physical properties. 

4.2.1 SIEVE ANALYSIS TEST RESULT FOR COASTAL SAND 

A sieve analysis test was conducted on Coastal Sand to see if it follows through with the 

standards, Fineness Modulus (FM) of 2.47 which is ideal to make mortar. This is obviously 

one physical property that affects its compressive strength. See Table 4.2.1 and Figure 4.2.1 
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Table 4.2.1: Sieve Analysis Result for Coastal Sand 

SIEVE 

SIZES (mm) 

WEIGHT 

RETAINED 

(g) 

WEIGHT 

RETAINED 

(%) 

CUMMULATIVE 

WEIGHT 

RETAINED (%) 

CUMMULATIVE 

PASSING (%) 

2.360 6.42 5.28 5.28 94.72 

2.000 21.10 17.36 22.64 77.36 

1.180 9.48 7.80 30.44 69.56 

0.600 24.73 20.35 50.79 49.21 

0.425 8.34 6.86 57.65 42.35 

0.300 10.70 8.80 66.45 33.55 

0,212 27.69 22.78 89.23 10.77 

0.150 5.80 4.77 94.00 6.00 

0.075 6.24 5.13 99.23 0.87 

PAN 1.04 0.87 100.00 0.00 

 

This FM (2.47) correlates with Adegbola et al. (2022), reporting FM 2.4–2.5 for Lagos 

coastal sands promoting 24–26 MPa strengths via balanced fines; at variance with Ogunbode 

et al. (2019), FM 2.6–2.8 yielding coarser packs, possibly due to regional tidal variations 

reducing fines in their samples. 
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Figure 4.2.1: Sieve Analysis Graph for Coastal Sand 

 

4.2.2 SIEVE ANALYSIS TEST RESULT FOR QUARRY SAND 

Quarry sand is a coarser aggregate which makes its fineness Modulus higher the other two 

sands. Its Fineness Modulus is 2.954, Although it falls within the ideal range of 2.3–3.1 for 

good workability and strength according to  ASTM C33 or BS 882:1992. It won’t yield the 

best compressive strength possible. See Table 4.2.2 and Figure 4.2.2 
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Table 4.2.2: Cumulative % Passing for Quarry Sand 

 

The FM (2.954) is in line with Agbede & Joel (2008), FM 2.8–3.0 for Osun quarry dust 

correlating with 22–24 MPa via angular packing; it varies from Olotuah & Aiyetan (2006), 

FM 2.5–2.7 for smoother crushed sands, possibly from localized rock hardness yielding more 

fines in this study. 

 

SIEVE 

SIZES 

(mm) 

WEIGHT 

RETAINED (g) 

WEIGHT 

RETAINED 

(%) 

CUMMULATIVE 

WEIGHT 

RETAINED (%) 

CUMMULATIVE 

PASSING (%) 

4.75 11.23 11.44 11.44 98.6 

2.36 19.18 19.54 30.98 76.83 

2.000 4.38 4.46 35.46 71.86 

1.180 9.88 10.07 45.53 60.65 

0.600 12.26 12.50 58.03 46.74 

0.425 2.10 2.14 60.17 44.36 

0.300 4.34 4.42 64.59 39.43 

0,212 14.37 14.65 79.24 23.12 

0.150 4.94 5.63 84.87 17.51 

0.075 12.35 12.59 97.46 3.50 

PAN 3.09 

 

3.15 100.00 0.00 
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Figure 4.2: Sieve Analysis Graph for Quarry Sand 

 

 

4.2.3 SIEVE ANALYSIS TEST RESULT FOR RIVER SAND 

The River Sand that was used has a lot of fine particles, which affected its compressive 

strength, this is one major reason why River Sand had the least compressive strength. The 

Fineness Modulus (FM) of 1.54 which is the least amongst the three samples that was 

studied. See Table 4.2.3 and Figure 4.2.3 
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Table 4.2.3: Cumulative % Passing for River Sand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIEVE S 

IZES (mm) 

WEIGHT 

RETAINED (g) 

WEIGHT 

RETAINED 

(%) 

CUMMULATIVE 

WEIGHT 

RETAINED (%) 

CUMMULATIVE 

PASSING (%) 

2.360 0.29 0.29 0.29 99.71 

2.000 0.06 0.06 0.35 99.65 

1.180 1.09 1.09 1.44 98.56 

0.600 12.64 12.64 14.11 85.89 

0.425 6.98 6.98 21.11 79.19 

0.300 21.40 21.40 42.56 57.74 

0,212 45.06 45.06 87.73 12.63 

0.150 7.66 7.66 95.41 4.95 

0.075 4.36 4.37 99.78 0.55 

PAN 0.22 0.22 100.00 0.00 



58 
 

 

 

Figure 4.2.3: Sieve Analysis Graph for River Sand 

This low FM (1.54) correlates with Anosike & Oyebade (2012), FM 1.5–1.7 for southeastern 

river sands linked to 18–20 MPa via excessive fines; at variance with Akinyemi & Oloruntola 

(2019), FM 2.0–2.2 yielding better strengths, likely due to over-abrasion in this fluvial source 

reducing coarse fractions. 
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4.3 ORGANIC IMPURITY TEST 

Organic impurity tests were conducted to detect potential vegetal or humic substances in the 

sands, which can retard cement setting, weaken early-age bonds, or induce discoloration in 

mortar (Shetty, 2005). The test showed that River sand had the highest organic impurity with 

the colour change. See Table 4.3 

Table 4.3: Organic Impurity Test 

 

Sand Type 

 

Colour Test Result 

 

Coastal Sand 

 

Light Yellow (Low) 

 

Quarry Sand 

 

Colourless (Negligible) 

 

River Sand 

 

Pale Yellow (Medium) 

 

Two of the sands exhibited negligible organic impurities, with quarry sand showing the 

cleanest profile (colorless, no vegetal retardation risk), ideal for rapid-setting mortars in 

precast elements. Coastal and river sands' faint yellowing suggests minor marine organics, 

but well below thresholds, correlating with their low strength variability (CV <1.5% in 4.1) 

and no observed hydration delays. These results affirm the sands' chemical suitability for 

mortar, minimizing long-term degradation risks in humid Nigerian climates, and reinforce 

Objective 3 by demonstrating that controlled impurities enhance aggregate-paste 

compatibility without necessitating extensive washing. 
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4.4 SILT CONTENT TEST 

Silt content, representing fines <0.075 mm that can increase water demand and induce 

shrinkage, was determined via the sedimentation jar method according to BS 812-105.1, 

corroborated by pan mass from sieve analysis (Section 4.2). This test addresses Objective 3 

by quantifying fines' impact on workability and durability, linking to compressive 

performance. See Table 4.4 

 

Table 4.4 Silt Content Result 

 

 

Sand Type 

 

 

Silt Content (%) 

 

Coastal Sand 

 

0.6 

 

Quarry Sand 

 

5.0 

 

River Sand 

 

0.9 

 

Silt contents were uniformly low (0.6–5.0%), with coastal sand's minimal level (0.6%) 

enhancing cohesion without excess, though its fineness (Zone 3) still capped strengths. 

Coastal sand's 0.9% aligned with its coarser profile, minimizing shrinkage risks and enabling 

dense matrices for peak performance. Quarry sand's upper-end value (5.0%) from processing 

dust introduced slight paste dilution, yet was offset by angular interlock, maintaining 

compliance and mid-range efficacy. Overall, these fines levels (<5% average) reduce 
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efflorescence and cracking potential (Ogunbode et al. 2019), validating all sands for 

sustainable mortar in Nigeria and tying to Objective 3 by illustrating how low silt optimizes 

grading-strength observed in Section 4.1. 

 

 

 

 

  



62 
 

CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSION 

This study successfully evaluated river, quarry, and coastal sands for mortar, concluding that 

all are suitable per standards, with coastal sand optimal for high-strength applications, quarry 

for balanced performance, and river for workability. Properties like grading, low silt, and 

minimal organic/inorganic impurities ensure reliable performance, addressing Nigeria's 

aggregate challenges and promoting eco-friendly local sourcing. 

 

Not all River sand is suitable for mortar production, therefore compressive strength test 

should be carried out on the sand first before use 

Quarry sand can also be used as mortar if it is abundant in the region of construction, but it 

will require more quantity of cement due to the fact that it lacks fine particles. The cement fill 

in that gap and also makes it workable 

 

5.1 RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Prioritize coastal sand for structural mortar in coastal regions, if desalination can be 

done before use. Otherwise check for the compressive strength of salinated coastal 

sand to see if it is suitable for use 

2. Routinely screen for organic (color test) and inorganic (deleterious %) impurities 

during sourcing. 

3. Conduct field trials including long-term durability (e.g., organic retardation effects) 

and life-cycle cost analysis. 

4. Update NIS guidelines with FM ranges and impurity limits tailored to local sands. 
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5. Future research: Explore admixtures or varying w/c ratios with these sands for 

optimized sustainability. 

6. For Benin, Local sourced river sand should be tested and ensure that the sand have 

low silt content and low organic impurities before use. This helps to give a better and 

enhanced compressive strength 
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