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Abstract

Accountability is a fundamental pillar of good governance and economic development. This
study examined the role of accountability in economic development within Oredo Local
Government Area of Edo State. The research aims to assess the current state of accountability,
its impact on economic initiatives, public perceptions of government officials' accountability,
existing mechanisms for ensuring transparency, and challenges impeding effective governance.
A structured questionnaire was administered to 300 respondents, and data were analyzed using
mean and standard deviation. Findings reveal that accountability within Oredo LGA is low, with
a mean score of 2.32 for the general level of accountability and 1.88 for government
transparency. Town hall meetings and public engagement scored 2.26, indicating limited
opportunities for citizen participation in governance. The study found strong agreement that
accountability significantly influences economic development initiatives (Mean = 4.67), while
lack of accountability negatively impacts government-led programs (Mean = 4.48). However,
confidence in officials' ability to manage public funds effectively was low (Mean = 2.68), and
government accountability in cases of resource mismanagement also received a low rating
(Mean = 2.67). Corruption was identified as a major hindrance to accountability (Mean = 4.66).
Respondents recognized the existence of monitoring mechanisms (Mean = 4.1) but emphasized
the need for stronger anti-corruption laws (Mean = 4.66) and enhanced transparency measures
(Mean = 4.66). Major challenges to accountability include political influence (Mean = 4.51),
lack of financial transparency (Mean = 4.58), and weak enforcement of laws (Mean = 4.61). The
study concludes that weak accountability structures undermine economic development in Oredo
LGA. Strengthening anti-corruption laws, increasing public transparency, enforcing legal
frameworks, and fostering civic engagement are recommended to improve governance and
economic growth in the region. This research provides valuable insights into local governance
challenges and offers practical recommendations for enhancing accountability in Oredo Local
Government Area of Edo State.


