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ABSTRACT

This study examined the impact of Social Studies education on the cultural
awareness and diversity appreciation of students in junior secondary schools in Egor Local
Government Area, Edo State. The research was guided by four specific objectives, which
included determining how Social Studies education influences students' understanding of
cultural diversity, assessing the extent to which it fosters appreciation for different
languages and religions, examining how the Social Studies curriculum promotes empathy
and respect towards diverse cultural backgrounds, and evaluating students' perceptions of
its role in shaping their attitudes toward multiculturalism.

Descriptive survey research design was employed, with a sample size of one
hundred (100) junior secondary school students randomly selected from the twelve public
schools in the area. The study instrument, a structured questionnaire titled "The Impact of
Social Studies Education on Students' Cultural Awareness and Diversity Appreciation
(ISSESCADA)," was used to collect data. The questionnaire underwent expert validation
and was piloted on twenty JSS III students, yielding a Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of 0.83,
indicating strong reliability. Data were analyzed using mean scores, frequency counts, and
standard deviation, with a decision rule set at a mean threshold of 2.50.

The findings of the study revealed that Social Studies education significantly
contributes to students' cultural awareness, with the majority of the respondents agreeing
that the subject helps them understand the importance of cultural diversity and promotes
respect for other cultures. Furthermore, it was found that Social Studies education enhances
students' appreciation for various languages and religions, while also fostering empathy
and respect for individuals from diverse cultural backgrounds. The study also demonstrated
that Social Studies education plays a crucial role in shaping students' attitudes toward
multiculturalism, as many respondents noted that the subject encourages them to accept
people from different ethnic and cultural groups. However, despite these positive findings,
some respondents expressed reservations regarding the extent to which the curriculum
provides an in-depth exploration of specific cultural traditions. This suggests that while
Social Studies effectively promotes general cultural awareness, there is room for
improvement in the area of practical engagement with diverse cultural practices. Based on
these findings, the study recommends that the Social Studies curriculum in junior
secondary schools be enriched with more culturally immersive activities and real-life
examples to enhance students' understanding and appreciation of diverse cultural traditions.
Additionally, educators were encourage the active participation of students in discussions
and projects centered on cultural diversity, as this will further strengthen their empathy,
respect, and openness toward people from different cultural backgrounds.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study

The relevance of social studies education in fostering cultural awareness and

diversity appreciation among students has garnered significant attention in recent years.

Social studies education is a critical component of the curriculum in many educational

systems worldwide, as it equips students with the knowledge and skills necessary to

understand societal structures, values, and relationships (Banks, 2020). By integrating

various dimensions of history, geography, civics, and sociology, social studies education

serves as a vital medium for promoting cultural sensitivity and a deeper appreciation for the

diverse social fabric of societies. In the increasingly globalized world of the 21st century,

where interactions among different cultures have become more frequent, the need for

cultural competence and respect for diversity has never been more paramount. As such,

educational curricula that prioritize social studies can have a profound impact on shaping

students' perspectives, promoting inclusive thinking, and encouraging tolerance of

differences.

Cultural awareness refers to an individual's understanding of the differences and

similarities that exist among cultures. It is the ability to recognize and respect the values,

customs, and beliefs of people from different cultural backgrounds. Social studies

education plays a crucial role in enhancing students' cultural awareness by providing them

with historical and contemporary insights into the cultural heritage of various societies.

Through this process, students learn to appreciate the complex social dynamics that

contribute to cultural identities and practices (Gay, 2021). By learning about different
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cultures and their contributions to global civilization, students are not only able to

appreciate cultural diversity but are also empowered to challenge stereotypes and

prejudices. Moreover, cultural awareness fosters empathy and understanding, which are

essential for creating cohesive and harmonious multicultural societies. It is within this

context that social studies education becomes indispensable for students’ holistic

development as global citizens.

Diversity appreciation, on the other hand, extends beyond merely recognizing the

existence of different cultures to actively valuing and celebrating these differences. It

involves recognizing the positive contributions that cultural diversity makes to societies in

terms of innovation, social cohesion, and problem-solving (Nieto, 2019). Social studies

education provides students with a platform to explore the concept of diversity from

multiple perspectives, including ethnic, racial, religious, and gender diversity. Through this

exploration, students are able to develop an appreciation for the richness that diverse

cultures bring to societal development. Furthermore, by engaging with topics such as

human rights, equality, and social justice, social studies helps to inculcate values of fairness

and inclusion among students. This is especially important in multicultural societies where

there is a need for mutual respect and understanding among individuals from diverse

backgrounds (Sleeter & Carmona, 2021).

Over the past few decades, there has been a growing emphasis on the role of

education in fostering social cohesion and promoting cultural diversity. Social studies, with

its multidisciplinary nature, is uniquely positioned to contribute to this goal. According to

Banks (2020), social studies education is instrumental in preparing students to function

effectively in a pluralistic society. The curriculum provides opportunities for students to
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engage with diverse viewpoints, challenge their own assumptions, and develop a critical

understanding of how cultural, social, and political factors shape human experiences. This

critical engagement is vital for developing students' capacity to interact positively with

people from different cultural backgrounds, thereby fostering an inclusive and tolerant

society. The importance of social studies education in promoting cultural awareness and

diversity appreciation is underscored by the growing diversity in many countries'

populations. In Nigeria, for instance, the multicultural nature of the society presents both

opportunities and challenges for fostering national unity. According to Obanya (2022),

social studies education in Nigeria has been instrumental in promoting national integration

by teaching students about the country's diverse ethnic and cultural groups. The curriculum

provides a framework for understanding the historical and social factors that have shaped

the country's multicultural identity, thereby helping students to appreciate the value of

diversity in nation-building.

Social studies education promotes a sense of belonging among students by

encouraging them to see themselves as part of a larger social and cultural community.

Similarly, in the United States, social studies education has been recognized as a powerful

tool for promoting cultural pluralism and diversity appreciation. Gay (2021) highlights the

role of culturally responsive teaching in social studies as a means of addressing the

educational needs of students from diverse cultural backgrounds. Culturally responsive

teaching involves the use of teaching strategies that recognize and value students' cultural

identities and experiences. By incorporating diverse cultural perspectives into the

curriculum, social studies educators can create an inclusive learning environment that

respects and values the contributions of all students. This approach not only enhances



4

students' academic achievement but also fosters their social and emotional development by

promoting a sense of belonging and self-worth.

In addition to promoting cultural awareness and diversity appreciation, social

studies education also plays a key role in preparing students for active citizenship. One of

the fundamental goals of social studies is to equip students with the knowledge, skills, and

values necessary for effective participation in democratic societies (Parker, 2020). Through

the study of topics such as government, law, and civic responsibility, students learn about

their rights and responsibilities as citizens. They also develop critical thinking skills that

enable them to analyze social and political issues from multiple perspectives. This critical

engagement with societal issues is essential for fostering informed and engaged citizens

who are capable of contributing to the development of just and equitable societies. As

Parker (2020) notes, social studies education is not only about transmitting knowledge but

also about empowering students to become active and responsible citizens who are

committed to promoting the common good.

Despite the many benefits of social studies education in promoting cultural

awareness and diversity appreciation, there are challenges that need to be addressed. One

of the key challenges is the lack of emphasis on cultural diversity in some social studies

curricula. In many cases, the curriculum tends to focus more on national history and

identity, with little attention given to the cultural diversity within the country or the global

context (Banks, 2020). This narrow focus can limit students' understanding of the

complexities of cultural interactions and reduce their ability to appreciate the contributions

of diverse cultures to societal development. To address this challenge, there is a need for a

more inclusive approach to social studies education that reflects the multicultural realities
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of modern societies. This can be achieved by incorporating more diverse cultural

perspectives into the curriculum and by providing opportunities for students to engage with

global issues related to culture and diversity.

Another challenge is the lack of teacher preparation for teaching cultural diversity

in social studies. According to Sleeter and Carmona (2021), many social studies teachers

are not adequately trained to address the cultural diversity of their students. As a result,

they may struggle to create inclusive learning environments that respect and value the

cultural identities of all students. To overcome this challenge, there is a need for more

professional development opportunities for social studies teachers to enhance their cultural

competence and teaching skills. This can include training on culturally responsive teaching

strategies, as well as opportunities for teachers to learn about the cultural backgrounds of

their students. It is against this backdrop that this study seeks to examine the Impact of

Social Studies Education on Students’ Cultural Awareness and Diversity Appreciation.

Statement of the Problem

Despite the critical role of social studies education in fostering cultural awareness

and diversity appreciation, there is a growing concern that many students continue to lack

adequate understanding and respect for cultural differences. In increasingly multicultural

societies, intolerance, stereotypes, and prejudice remain prevalent, often fueled by a lack of

exposure to diverse cultural perspectives. The gap between the intended objectives of social

studies curricula and the actual outcomes in students' cultural competence is evident. This

discrepancy calls into question the effectiveness of current social studies education in

equipping students with the skills and knowledge necessary to navigate and appreciate
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diverse cultural landscapes. Therefore, this study seeks to investigate the Impact of Social

Studies Education on Students’ Cultural Awareness and Diversity Appreciation.

Research Questions

The following questions were raised to guide the study:

1. How does social studies education influence students' understanding of cultural

diversity?

2. What impact does social studies education have on students' appreciation for

different languages and religions?

3. In what ways do social studies curricula promote empathy and respect towards

diverse cultural backgrounds among students?

4. How do students perceive the role of social studies education in shaping their

attitudes towards multiculturalism?

Purpose of the Study

The main purpose of this study was to determine the Impact of Social Studies

Education on Students’ Cultural Awareness and Diversity Appreciation. Specifically, the

study determined:

1. how social studies education influences students' understanding of cultural diversity.

2. the impact of social studies education on students' appreciation for different

languages and religions.

3. the ways in which social studies curricula promote empathy and respect towards

diverse cultural backgrounds among students.

4. how students' perceptions of the role of social studies education in shaping their

attitudes towards multiculturalism.
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Hypothesis

Research questions two, three, and four will be answered directly, while research

question one was hypothesized thus:

Ho1: There is no significant relationship between social studies education and students'

understanding of cultural diversity.

Significance of the Study

The findings of this study when published in reputable journals, conference

proceedings or workshops, will be of immense benefit to, Social Studies Education

students, lecturers, school administrators, policy makers, and future researchers. First,

students stand to gain the most as Social Studies Education plays a crucial role in

enhancing their understanding of cultural differences and promoting tolerance. By

engaging with the subject, students develop a deeper awareness of their own cultural

identity and gain respect for the cultural backgrounds of others. This knowledge fosters

mutual respect and reduces instances of prejudice, thereby creating a more harmonious and

inclusive school environment. Furthermore, these students are likely to carry forward this

understanding into adulthood, contributing positively to a multicultural society.

In addition, lecturers will benefit from the findings as they can use the research

insights to tailor their teaching methods and curriculum content. By understanding the

areas where students may lack cultural awareness or struggle with diversity appreciation,

lecturers can modify their instructional strategies to better meet these needs. This will not

only make the teaching of Social Studies more effective but will also ensure that the

curriculum remains relevant and responsive to contemporary societal issues.
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Moreover, school administrators will find the research beneficial in creating

policies that promote cultural inclusivity and diversity appreciation within schools. The

findings can guide the development of programs and extracurricular activities that

encourage cultural exchange and dialogue among students, helping to create an atmosphere

that celebrates diversity. Such programs can also reduce conflicts and foster unity in a

diverse student population, which is a critical objective for administrators aiming to

maintain a peaceful school environment.

For policymakers, the research offers valuable insights into the broader impact of

Social Studies Education on societal cohesion. By understanding how Social Studies

influences students' attitudes towards culture and diversity, policymakers can advocate for

its strengthened role in the national curriculum. This can lead to educational reforms that

prioritize cultural competence and inclusivity, essential for fostering a more tolerant and

progressive society.

Finally, future researchers will benefit from this study as it will provide a

foundation for further exploration of the role of education in promoting cultural awareness.

The findings can serve as a reference point for subsequent studies.

Scope and Delimitation of the Study

The scope of the study was hinged on the Impact of Social Studies Education on

Students’ Cultural Awareness and Diversity Appreciation. The study is delimited to JSS III

students in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State.

Definition of Terms

The following terms used in this study are defined for clarity:
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 Social Studies Education: Social studies education refers to an academic discipline

that focuses on the study of society and its various components, including history,

geography, politics, and culture, aimed at preparing students for responsible

citizenship.

 Cultural Awareness: Cultural awareness is the recognition and understanding of

the differences and similarities between cultures, including their beliefs, practices,

and values.

 Diversity Appreciation: Diversity appreciation is the recognition, respect, and

value of the unique qualities, perspectives, and contributions of people from

different cultural, racial, ethnic, and social backgrounds.

 Students: Students refer to individuals enrolled in educational institutions who are

engaged in learning and academic activities, particularly in social studies education

in this context.

 Impact: Impact refers to the measurable effects or influence that social studies

education has on students' understanding and appreciation of cultural diversity.

 Cultural Diversity: Cultural diversity refers to the existence of a variety of cultural

or ethnic groups within a society, contributing to its social and cultural richness.

 Appreciation: Appreciation refers to the recognition and valuing of qualities,

attributes, or contributions, especially related to cultural differences and diversity.

 Awareness:Awareness is the conscious knowledge or perception of a particular fact

or situation, in this case, cultural elements and diversity.
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CHAPTER TWO

REVIEWOFRELATED LITERATURE

This chapter reviews literature related to the study under the following sub-headings:

 Social Studies Education

 Concept of Cultural Awareness

 Concept of Diversity Appreciation

 Impact of Social Studies Education on Cultural Awareness

 Impact of Social Studies Education on Diversity Appreciation

 How social studies Education Promote Empathy and Respect towards Diverse

Cultural Backgrounds among students

 Role of Social Studies Education in Shaping Students Attitudes towards

Multiculturalism

 Summary of Reviewed Literature

Social Studies Education

Social Studies Education is a multidisciplinary field that integrates various aspects

of social sciences to promote civic competence and foster an understanding of societal

dynamics. This discipline focuses on developing students' ability to make informed

decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.

The ultimate aim of Social Studies Education is to create responsible citizens who can

actively contribute to society through an understanding of historical, geographical, political,

economic, and cultural concepts (Martorella, Beal, & Bolick, 2022). It is through this blend

of subjects that Social Studies equips learners with the tools to critically analyze societal
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issues, understand the interconnectedness of global events, and participate meaningfully in

civic life.

The core of Social Studies Education lies in its ability to foster critical thinking,

problem-solving, and decision-making skills. Learners are encouraged to engage with

content in ways that promote inquiry and investigation, which helps them to understand

their role in society. According to Parker (2019), Social Studies is more than just a

collection of facts and figures; it is a process that involves cultivating a sense of moral and

ethical responsibility towards the community. Students learn to evaluate different

perspectives, assess the credibility of sources, and make judgments that are informed by a

deep understanding of societal structures and issues. By doing so, they become more adept

at understanding complex issues such as governance, human rights, and social justice.

Social Studies Education emphasizes the importance of democratic values, human

rights, and social justice. According to Banks (2020), the subject plays a pivotal role in

nurturing students' understanding of democracy by fostering a commitment to civic

participation and ethical behavior. It provides a platform for students to explore the

fundamental principles of equality, freedom, and justice, thereby encouraging them to take

part in shaping a more just and equitable society. By studying historical events and

contemporary issues, students are able to draw connections between past and present

societal challenges and develop a greater awareness of their civic duties.

The interdisciplinary nature of Social Studies allows it to cover a wide range of

topics, including history, geography, political science, economics, and sociology. This

diversity enables students to develop a holistic understanding of the world around them. As

noted by Ross (2021), Social Studies Education helps students make sense of their social
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environment and equips them with the skills needed to adapt to changing societal

conditions. The integration of geography and history, for example, enables learners to

understand the spatial and temporal dimensions of human existence, while the inclusion of

political science and economics provides insight into how societies are governed and how

resources are distributed. In addition, Social Studies Education contributes to the

development of global citizenship by encouraging students to think beyond their immediate

environment and engage with global issues. According to Merryfield (2020), the concept of

global citizenship is becoming increasingly relevant in today’s interconnected world, and

Social Studies provides the framework for students to understand their role in a global

context. Through the study of international relations, human rights, and global economies,

learners gain an appreciation of global interdependence and the importance of cooperation

in addressing global challenges such as climate change, poverty, and conflict.

Concept of Cultural Awareness

Cultural awareness refers to the understanding and recognition of the differences

between cultures, which includes the values, beliefs, norms, and behaviors that shape

individuals' worldviews. It is an essential component in global interactions, facilitating

effective communication and fostering mutual respect among people from diverse cultural

backgrounds. The concept of cultural awareness has gained prominence due to the

increasing globalization and interconnectedness of the world, where individuals and

organizations often interact with people from various cultural settings. Developing cultural

awareness allows individuals to navigate intercultural interactions with sensitivity, reducing

the potential for misunderstandings and conflicts, and promoting inclusion and

collaboration in multicultural environments (Matsumoto & Juang, 2020). According to
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Deardorff (2021), cultural awareness is a key element of intercultural competence, which

involves the ability to communicate and behave appropriately and effectively in

intercultural situations. Deardorff emphasizes that cultural awareness is not just about

recognizing differences but also about understanding one's own cultural lens and how it

influences perceptions and interactions. This self-awareness is crucial for individuals to

engage in reflective thinking and adapt their behavior when interacting with people from

different cultures. Deardorff's model of intercultural competence includes several stages,

with cultural awareness being foundational to the development of other competencies, such

as empathy, flexibility, and tolerance for ambiguity (Deardorff, 2021).

One significant aspect of cultural awareness is the recognition of cultural

dimensions, which provide a framework for understanding the values that underlie

behaviors in different societies. Hofstede’s cultural dimensions theory, for example,

highlights key differences between cultures in terms of individualism versus collectivism,

power distance, uncertainty avoidance, masculinity versus femininity, and long-term versus

short-term orientation (Hofstede, 2020). These dimensions offer insight into how people

from various cultural backgrounds might approach issues like authority, risk-taking, gender

roles, and time management. Hofstede's research has shown that understanding these

cultural dimensions can help individuals and organizations avoid ethnocentric judgments

and create strategies for more effective cross-cultural communication and collaboration.

Cultural awareness is also critical in educational settings, where teachers and

students often come from diverse cultural backgrounds. According to Gay (2021),

culturally responsive teaching emphasizes the importance of incorporating students'

cultural experiences into the learning process to make education more inclusive and
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effective. Gay argues that teachers need to be aware of their students' cultural identities and

how these influence learning styles, communication patterns, and classroom behavior. By

integrating cultural awareness into the curriculum and pedagogical practices, educators can

create an environment where all students feel respected and valued, which enhances

engagement and academic achievement (Gay, 2021). Furthermore, in the workplace,

cultural awareness is increasingly recognized as a valuable skill in managing diverse teams

and working in global markets. As Thomas and Peterson (2020) explain, cultural awareness

helps managers understand the diverse needs and expectations of their employees, clients,

and partners. In a globalized business environment, where teams are often composed of

individuals from different cultural backgrounds, cultural awareness enables leaders to

foster an inclusive workplace culture, improve communication, and enhance team

collaboration. Thomas and Peterson (2020) highlight that organizations with a high level of

cultural awareness are better positioned to innovate and succeed in international markets.

Concept of Diversity Appreciation

Diversity appreciation is a multidimensional concept that involves recognizing,

understanding, and valuing the differences and similarities between individuals across

various dimensions such as race, ethnicity, gender, religion, age, socioeconomic status,

sexual orientation, abilities, and cultural backgrounds. In contemporary society, the

significance of diversity appreciation has gained increasing attention, particularly in

multicultural environments such as workplaces, schools, and communities, where diversity

is not only present but also crucial to fostering an inclusive and harmonious atmosphere.

Diversity appreciation extends beyond mere tolerance of differences; it embodies an active

engagement in understanding the experiences, values, and perspectives of individuals from
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diverse backgrounds. This concept is grounded in the belief that diversity, when

appreciated and embraced, enhances creativity, problem-solving, and decision-making

within groups and organizations (Mor Barak, 2021).

The importance of diversity appreciation in organizations and educational

institutions has been underscored by numerous studies. For instance, Shore et al. (2019)

argued that appreciating diversity is central to developing inclusive environments where

individuals feel valued and respected for their unique contributions. This is especially

important in globalized workplaces where people from different cultural and ethnic

backgrounds collaborate. When diversity is appreciated, individuals are more likely to

engage in creative thinking, which leads to innovation and improved organizational

performance. Shore and her colleagues further suggested that diversity appreciation

enhances social cohesion and reduces interpersonal conflicts by fostering mutual respect

and understanding among diverse groups.

In education, diversity appreciation plays a critical role in shaping students'

perspectives on global citizenship and intercultural competence. According to Banks

(2020), when students are exposed to diverse cultures and ideas in the classroom, they are

more likely to develop a deeper understanding of the complexities of the world around

them. This understanding fosters empathy, respect for differences, and the ability to work

effectively with people from diverse backgrounds. Educators who actively promote

diversity appreciation in their teaching practices help students develop the skills necessary

for success in a globalized world. Banks (2020) emphasized that such an approach to

education helps bridge the gap between students from different cultural and socioeconomic

backgrounds, leading to more equitable educational outcomes. In addition to its benefits for



16

social cohesion and innovation, diversity appreciation is closely linked to the concept of

equity and inclusion. Turner and González (2022) pointed out that appreciating diversity is

a fundamental aspect of promoting equity in organizations and communities. By

recognizing and valuing the unique experiences and challenges faced by individuals from

underrepresented or marginalized groups, diversity appreciation serves as a foundation for

addressing systemic inequalities. Turner and González argued that organizations that

prioritize diversity appreciation are more likely to implement policies and practices that

promote fairness, reduce discrimination, and create opportunities for individuals from

diverse backgrounds to thrive.

The role of diversity appreciation in addressing implicit biases and stereotypes

cannot be understated. According to a study by Dovidio et al. (2021), individuals who

actively engage in appreciating diversity are more likely to challenge their own biases and

stereotypes about others. This process of self-reflection is critical in dismantling

unconscious prejudices that often perpetuate discrimination and exclusion in various social

contexts. Dovidio et al. found that organizations and institutions that emphasize diversity

appreciation are more successful in creating inclusive environments where individuals from

different backgrounds can collaborate effectively without fear of discrimination or bias.

The psychological benefits of diversity appreciation have also been explored in

recent research. For instance, Huo and Molina (2020) found that individuals who perceive

their social environments as appreciating diversity experience greater psychological well-

being and a sense of belonging. This sense of belonging is essential for fostering positive

social interactions and reducing feelings of alienation or exclusion. Huo and Molina

highlighted that in organizations where diversity is appreciated, employees are more likely
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to feel valued for their unique contributions, leading to higher levels of job satisfaction,

engagement, and retention. Despite its numerous benefits, diversity appreciation is not

without its challenges. One of the key obstacles to fostering diversity appreciation is

resistance to change. As Shore et al. (2019) pointed out, individuals who are accustomed to

homogenous environments may struggle to embrace diversity, especially when it

challenges their existing beliefs or norms. Overcoming this resistance requires sustained

efforts in education, training, and dialogue aimed at increasing awareness and

understanding of the value of diversity. Additionally, organizations must be proactive in

addressing structural barriers to diversity appreciation, such as discriminatory policies or

practices that perpetuate exclusion.

Impact of Social Studies Education on Cultural Awareness

Social Studies education plays a significant role in promoting cultural awareness by

providing learners with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for understanding

and appreciating cultural diversity. The primary goal of Social Studies is to equip students

with a well-rounded perspective of societal issues, including the ways in which different

cultures shape human behavior, beliefs, and social interactions. By examining cultural

practices, historical backgrounds, and socio-political structures, Social Studies education

helps individuals develop empathy, tolerance, and a more inclusive worldview (Adeyemi &

Adeyinka, 2019). Through a multidisciplinary approach that incorporates elements of

history, geography, sociology, and political science, Social Studies fosters an understanding

of cultural differences and similarities, preparing students to engage constructively in a

multicultural world.
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The promotion of cultural awareness is an essential outcome of Social Studies

education, particularly in increasingly globalized and multicultural societies. As Ghosh

(2021) argues, understanding cultural diversity is crucial for fostering social cohesion and

reducing ethnic and racial tensions. Cultural awareness allows individuals to appreciate the

values, customs, and traditions of people from different backgrounds, reducing prejudice

and fostering mutual respect. Social Studies curricula often include topics such as world

history, cultural geography, and global citizenship, all of which provide students with

opportunities to learn about and reflect on the cultural practices and histories of people

from around the world. By doing so, students gain insights into the ways in which culture

influences identity and social behavior, ultimately promoting a more inclusive and tolerant

society.

One of the key ways in which Social Studies education impacts cultural awareness

is through its emphasis on critical thinking and inquiry-based learning. According to Evans

and Saxe (2020), Social Studies encourages students to question their assumptions and

consider multiple perspectives, which is essential for understanding and respecting cultural

diversity. Through the study of historical events, social movements, and political systems,

students are exposed to a variety of cultural viewpoints and experiences. This exposure

helps to challenge stereotypes and biases, fostering a more nuanced understanding of

cultural differences. Moreover, Social Studies education often incorporates discussions of

contemporary global issues, such as migration, globalization, and human rights, which

further enhances students' awareness of the complex cultural dynamics at play in today's

world.
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Another significant impact of Social Studies education on cultural awareness is its

role in promoting civic engagement and social responsibility. As noted by Banks (2021),

Social Studies provides students with the tools to become active, informed citizens who are

aware of the cultural dimensions of social issues. By learning about the history and

struggles of marginalized groups, students are encouraged to consider their own role in

promoting social justice and equity. For example, lessons on civil rights movements,

indigenous histories, and the contributions of various ethnic groups to society help students

recognize the importance of cultural diversity in shaping national identities. This

understanding, in turn, fosters a sense of responsibility toward advocating for policies and

practices that promote cultural inclusion and respect for human rights.

Social Studies education also has a profound impact on the development of

students' cultural identity. According to Kanu (2020), the study of Social Studies allows

students to explore their own cultural heritage while learning about the cultures of others.

This dual focus on self-awareness and cultural understanding is crucial for building a

strong sense of identity and belonging in a multicultural society. By learning about their

own cultural history and traditions, students develop pride in their heritage, which can

serve as a foundation for understanding and respecting the cultures of others. Furthermore,

Social Studies education encourages students to reflect on the ways in which culture shapes

their own values, beliefs, and behaviors, fostering a greater appreciation for the cultural

diversity that exists within their communities and beyond.

The role of Social Studies education in fostering cultural awareness is particularly

important in the context of global citizenship education. As noted by Merryfield and

Wilson (2019), Social Studies is uniquely positioned to promote global citizenship by
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encouraging students to think critically about the interconnectedness of the world and the

ways in which cultural, economic, and political systems intersect. Through the study of

global issues such as climate change, poverty, and human rights, students gain a deeper

understanding of the cultural dimensions of these challenges and the importance of

international cooperation in addressing them. Global citizenship education also emphasizes

the need for individuals to take responsibility for their actions and to work toward creating

a more just and equitable world, which requires a deep understanding of and respect for

cultural diversity.

In addition to promoting cultural awareness, Social Studies education also plays a

critical role in combating ethnocentrism and cultural bias. According to Clark and Case

(2022), one of the key challenges in multicultural societies is the tendency for individuals

to view their own culture as superior to others. This ethnocentric attitude can lead to

discrimination, social exclusion, and conflict. Social Studies education addresses this issue

by providing students with a broader, more inclusive perspective on culture. By exposing

students to the histories, traditions, and values of different cultural groups, Social Studies

helps to break down stereotypes and promote a more balanced understanding of cultural

diversity. This, in turn, fosters greater empathy and respect for people from different

cultural backgrounds, reducing the likelihood of prejudice and social division.

The integration of technology and media in Social Studies education has further

enhanced its impact on cultural awareness. As noted by Gutek (2023), the use of digital

tools and media in Social Studies classrooms allows students to access a wide range of

cultural perspectives and resources. For example, virtual field trips, online documentaries,

and interactive global maps provide students with the opportunity to explore different



21

cultures in ways that were previously not possible. These technological tools enable

students to engage with authentic cultural experiences, such as listening to oral histories

from different ethnic groups or participating in online discussions with students from other

countries. This increased access to diverse cultural content helps to broaden students'

understanding of the world and deepen their appreciation for cultural diversity.

The Impact of Social Studies Education on Diversity Appreciation

Social Studies education plays a significant role in shaping students' understanding

of diversity and fostering appreciation for the cultural, social, and individual differences

that exist in society. Diversity, in this context, encompasses a broad range of human

differences, including but not limited to race, ethnicity, gender, religion, and socioeconomic

status. Through the Social Studies curriculum, students are introduced to the historical,

social, and cultural dynamics that have shaped societies, providing them with the

knowledge and skills necessary to navigate and appreciate diverse perspectives. This

educational framework also offers opportunities for students to engage in discussions about

equity, inclusion, and justice, which are essential for fostering a tolerant and harmonious

society. According to Obidike and Ofoegbu (2021), Social Studies education serves as a

tool for socialization, promoting the values of respect, empathy, and cooperation among

learners, which are critical for appreciating diversity.

One of the key impacts of Social Studies education on diversity appreciation is its

role in developing students' cultural competence. Cultural competence refers to the ability

to understand, appreciate, and interact with individuals from different cultural backgrounds.

By exposing students to various cultural practices, beliefs, and values, Social Studies helps

to break down stereotypes and prejudices that may exist due to lack of knowledge or



22

exposure. This exposure is particularly important in today’s globalized world, where

individuals from different cultural backgrounds interact more frequently. As Mbah (2020)

emphasizes, Social Studies education fosters intercultural understanding by providing

students with the tools to critically analyze societal structures and recognize the

contributions of diverse groups to national and global development.

Social Studies education promotes the development of critical thinking skills, which

are essential for understanding and appreciating diversity. Students are encouraged to

analyze historical and contemporary issues from multiple perspectives, which helps to

cultivate open-mindedness and a deeper understanding of the complexities of human

experiences. For instance, when learning about historical events such as colonization,

slavery, or civil rights movements, students are not only exposed to the dominant narratives

but also to the experiences and perspectives of marginalized groups. This critical

engagement with history helps to challenge ethnocentric views and promotes a more

inclusive understanding of society. According to Ndidi (2022), Social Studies education

encourages students to question societal norms and values, leading to a more critical

awareness of social inequalities and a greater appreciation for diversity.

Another impact of Social Studies education on diversity appreciation is its

contribution to the development of empathy and emotional intelligence. Empathy, the

ability to understand and share the feelings of others, is a crucial component of diversity

appreciation. Through the study of Social Studies, students are often presented with case

studies, narratives, and personal accounts of individuals from different backgrounds. These

stories humanize abstract concepts such as racism, discrimination, and inequality, allowing

students to connect emotionally with the experiences of others. For instance, learning about
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the struggles of civil rights activists or the experiences of refugees can evoke a sense of

empathy in students, motivating them to advocate for social justice and inclusion. As noted

by Adebola and Folarin (2023), Social Studies education plays a pivotal role in fostering

emotional intelligence, which is essential for understanding and appreciating the diverse

experiences of others.

Social Studies education also encourages active citizenship and social responsibility.

One of the primary goals of Social Studies is to prepare students to become informed and

engaged citizens who can contribute positively to society. This includes understanding and

addressing issues related to diversity, equity, and inclusion. Through civic education,

students learn about the rights and responsibilities of citizenship, as well as the importance

of advocating for the rights of marginalized groups. According to Abegunde and Ojo

(2020), Social Studies education equips students with the knowledge and skills needed to

challenge discriminatory practices and promote social justice. This active engagement in

societal issues helps to foster a sense of responsibility and commitment to creating a more

inclusive and equitable society.

Social Studies education contributes to the development of a global perspective,

which is essential for appreciating diversity in an increasingly interconnected world.

Globalization has brought people from different cultures, religions, and nationalities into

closer contact, making it essential for individuals to develop a global mindset. Social

Studies helps students understand global issues such as migration, climate change, and

international conflict, and how these issues affect different populations. By examining

these global challenges through the lens of diversity, students gain a better understanding of

the interconnectedness of human societies and the need for cooperation and mutual respect.
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As highlighted by Uche and Okoro (2021), Social Studies education promotes global

citizenship by encouraging students to think beyond their immediate environment and

appreciate the diversity of cultures and experiences around the world.

In terms of practical application, Social Studies education encourages students to

engage in community service and social action projects that promote diversity and

inclusion. These projects provide students with opportunities to apply the knowledge and

skills they have acquired in the classroom to real-world situations. For example, students

may participate in initiatives that promote cultural exchange, support immigrant

communities, or raise awareness about social justice issues. These hands-on experiences

not only reinforce the concepts learned in Social Studies but also help to develop a sense of

agency and empowerment among students. According to Eze and Onwuegbuchi (2022),

community engagement is a critical component of Social Studies education, as it allows

students to put their learning into action and contribute to the promotion of diversity and

inclusion in their communities.

Social Studies education helps to address the challenges of bias and discrimination

by promoting critical reflection and self-awareness. Students are encouraged to examine

their own beliefs, attitudes, and biases, and to consider how these may influence their

interactions with others. This process of self-reflection is essential for developing a more

inclusive mindset and for challenging discriminatory practices. As noted by Okafor and

Nwankwo (2023), Social Studies education provides a safe space for students to engage in

difficult conversations about race, gender, and other forms of identity, helping them to

develop a more nuanced understanding of diversity and its significance in society.
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How Social Studies Education Promote Empathy and Respect towards Diverse

Cultural Backgrounds among Students

Social Studies education plays a vital role in promoting empathy and respect

towards diverse cultural backgrounds among students, helping to foster a more harmonious

and inclusive society. In today’s increasingly globalized world, understanding and

appreciating cultural diversity has become a significant objective of educational curricula,

and Social Studies serves as a critical platform through which students develop these

values. Social Studies education encompasses various disciplines, including history,

geography, civics, and sociology, all of which provide learners with the knowledge and

understanding of different cultures, customs, beliefs, and values. By immersing students in

content that highlights the uniqueness and richness of various cultural backgrounds, Social

Studies encourages empathy, tolerance, and respect for others, which are essential for

building peaceful and cohesive societies.

Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings of others, and it is

crucial for fostering positive relationships in multicultural societies. Social Studies

education facilitates the development of empathy by exposing students to the experiences,

struggles, and triumphs of people from different cultural and historical contexts. As

students learn about the history and cultural practices of various groups, they begin to

appreciate the complexity and richness of human experiences. For instance, learning about

the civil rights movements in different parts of the world can help students understand the

historical and contemporary struggles of marginalized communities. This understanding

can cultivate empathy, as students realize the impact of discrimination and inequality on

individuals and societies. Scholars such as Barton and Levstik (2020) argue that Social
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Studies provides a platform for students to engage with diverse perspectives, which is

essential for fostering empathy and understanding in a multicultural society. They note that

by learning about the lived experiences of different groups, students can develop a more

nuanced understanding of social justice issues, thereby becoming more empathetic and

compassionate individuals.

Social Studies education promotes respect for cultural diversity by encouraging

students to recognize and value the contributions of different cultural groups to society.

One of the key objectives of Social Studies is to help students develop an appreciation for

the diverse cultural heritage of their country and the world. This is achieved by teaching

students about the customs, traditions, and belief systems of various cultures, as well as the

contributions of these cultures to the development of human civilization. For example, in

many Social Studies curricula, students learn about the contributions of Indigenous peoples,

African cultures, Asian civilizations, and other cultural groups to the development of

science, art, literature, and governance. According to Merryfield (2021), Social Studies

education plays a critical role in helping students understand that cultural diversity is a

strength rather than a source of division. By learning about the positive contributions of

different cultures, students develop a sense of respect and appreciation for the richness of

human diversity.

Respect for cultural diversity is also fostered through the teaching of democratic

values and human rights in Social Studies education. Many Social Studies curricula

emphasize the importance of democracy, equality, and human rights, which are

foundational principles for fostering respect for cultural diversity. By teaching students

about the importance of these values, Social Studies helps students understand that all
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individuals, regardless of their cultural background, deserve to be treated with dignity and

respect. Banks (2019) emphasizes that Social Studies education is critical for promoting

democratic citizenship, which involves recognizing and respecting the rights of others,

including those from different cultural backgrounds. He argues that by teaching students

about the principles of democracy and human rights, Social Studies helps to create a more

inclusive society in which diversity is respected and valued.

Another way in which Social Studies education promotes empathy and respect for

cultural diversity is through the use of cooperative learning strategies. Cooperative learning

involves students working together in small groups to achieve common goals, and it has

been shown to be effective in promoting positive intergroup relations in diverse classrooms.

When students from different cultural backgrounds work together on Social Studies

projects, they have the opportunity to learn from one another and develop a deeper

understanding of each other's perspectives. Johnson and Johnson (2022) highlight the

importance of cooperative learning in promoting empathy and respect for cultural diversity.

They argue that when students work together in diverse groups, they are more likely to

develop positive attitudes towards individuals from different cultural backgrounds. This is

because cooperative learning encourages students to communicate, collaborate, and

empathize with their peers, which helps to break down stereotypes and foster mutual

respect.

Social Studies education also promotes empathy and respect for cultural diversity

by encouraging students to critically examine stereotypes and prejudices. Many Social

Studies curricula include content on the impact of stereotypes, discrimination, and

prejudice on individuals and society. By teaching students about the dangers of these
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negative attitudes, Social Studies helps students develop the critical thinking skills

necessary to challenge and reject stereotypes. For example, learning about the history of

racial segregation in the United States or the apartheid system in South Africa can help

students understand how stereotypes and prejudices can lead to systemic inequality and

oppression. According to Sleeter and Grant (2020), Social Studies education is essential for

helping students develop the critical thinking skills needed to recognize and challenge

stereotypes and prejudices. They argue that by teaching students to question and critically

examine the assumptions they hold about others, Social Studies helps to create a more

inclusive and equitable society.

In addition to promoting empathy and respect for cultural diversity within the

classroom, Social Studies education also encourages students to become active and

engaged citizens in their communities. Many Social Studies curricula emphasize the

importance of civic participation and social responsibility, and students are often

encouraged to take action to address social justice issues in their communities. By

participating in community service projects or advocacy campaigns, students have the

opportunity to apply the values of empathy and respect that they have learned in the

classroom to real-world situations. According to Westheimer and Kahne (2023), Social

Studies education plays a crucial role in preparing students to become active and engaged

citizens who are committed to promoting social justice and equality. They argue that by

encouraging students to take action on issues such as racial inequality, gender

discrimination, and environmental justice, Social Studies helps to create a more just and

equitable society.
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The incorporation of multicultural education in Social Studies has become a

significant focus in recent years, as schools aim to create more inclusive learning

environments. Multicultural education, which seeks to integrate diverse cultural

perspectives into the curriculum, is an essential aspect of Social Studies education that

promotes empathy and respect for cultural diversity. According to Banks and Banks (2020),

multicultural education in Social Studies helps students understand the experiences of

people from different cultural backgrounds and challenges them to think critically about

issues of power, privilege, and inequality. By incorporating diverse cultural perspectives

into the curriculum, multicultural education helps students develop a more inclusive

worldview and fosters a sense of empathy and respect for others. Additionally, Social

Studies education promotes cultural awareness and sensitivity by encouraging students to

reflect on their own cultural identities and biases. In many Social Studies classrooms,

students are encouraged to explore their own cultural backgrounds and reflect on how their

cultural experiences shape their perspectives. This process of self-reflection helps students

become more aware of their own biases and encourages them to approach others with

greater empathy and understanding. According to Gay (2019), self-reflection is a critical

component of culturally responsive teaching, which aims to create more inclusive and

equitable learning environments. By encouraging students to reflect on their own cultural

identities, Social Studies helps to create a more empathetic and respectful classroom

environment in which diversity is celebrated.
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The Role of Social Studies Education in Shaping Students' Attitudes towards

Multiculturalism

Social studies education plays a critical role in the development of students'

understanding and attitudes towards multiculturalism. It serves as a medium through which

learners acquire knowledge, values, and skills that enable them to appreciate diversity and

coexist harmoniously in a pluralistic society. The increasing diversity in today's world,

resulting from globalization, migration, and technological advancements, has made it

essential for educational systems to focus on preparing students to engage with different

cultures, ethnicities, and religions. Social studies education, with its multidisciplinary

approach, provides the ideal platform for fostering the attitudes necessary for

multiculturalism. Social studies encompasses history, geography, political science,

sociology, and anthropology, offering students insights into the cultural, social, and

political fabrics of various communities. This integration of subjects exposes students to

different worldviews and helps them develop a deeper understanding of other people's

experiences and cultural practices. According to Banks and Banks (2020), social studies

education is instrumental in promoting social cohesion by helping students to appreciate

cultural diversity, thus reducing prejudice and fostering positive attitudes towards people

from different backgrounds. By studying the histories, contributions, and struggles of

various cultural groups, students become more empathetic and develop a sense of justice

and equity, which are foundational to a multicultural society. This assertion is corroborated

by McCoy, Goss, and Howell (2019), who argue that social studies education not only

promotes intellectual understanding of multiculturalism but also shapes students' values

and attitudes towards tolerance and inclusivity.
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Multiculturalism, in essence, advocates for the recognition and celebration of

diverse cultures within a single societal framework. It emphasizes the importance of mutual

respect, understanding, and coexistence among people from different ethnic, religious, and

cultural backgrounds. Social studies education, through its focus on civic values and social

responsibility, encourages students to embrace multiculturalism as a guiding principle in

their interactions with others. Studies have shown that students who receive comprehensive

social studies instruction are more likely to develop positive attitudes towards cultural

diversity and exhibit less ethnocentric behavior (Smith & Taylor, 2021). This is because

social studies curricula often include content on human rights, global citizenship, and the

contributions of different cultures to human development, all of which foster a more

inclusive mindset among students.

One of the key ways in which social studies education shapes students' attitudes

towards multiculturalism is through the development of critical thinking skills. Critical

thinking enables students to question stereotypes, challenge biased narratives, and analyze

social issues from multiple perspectives. According to Lintner (2020), when students are

taught to think critically about social issues such as racism, inequality, and cultural

discrimination, they become more aware of their own biases and are better equipped to

engage in constructive dialogue with individuals from diverse backgrounds. Social studies

education, therefore, not only imparts factual knowledge about different cultures but also

empowers students to become active participants in the creation of a more equitable and

just society.

In an increasingly interconnected world, understanding global issues such as

migration, climate change, and international conflicts requires a multicultural perspective.
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Social studies curricula often include topics related to global interdependence, human

rights, and the impact of globalization on different cultures. This global perspective helps

students recognize the commonalities and differences that exist between cultures and

fosters a sense of shared humanity. As posited by Merryfield (2022), global education

within the social studies framework encourages students to adopt a more inclusive

worldview, which is crucial for navigating the complexities of a multicultural society. By

learning about the challenges and contributions of people from around the world, students

develop a sense of global responsibility and are more likely to advocate for social justice

and human rights. Social studies education promotes empathy, which is a fundamental

component of multiculturalism. Empathy allows individuals to understand and share the

feelings of others, thereby reducing prejudice and fostering positive relationships between

people from different cultural backgrounds. Research by Verducci and Rodriguez (2023)

suggests that social studies education, through its emphasis on historical and contemporary

case studies, helps students develop empathy by placing them in the shoes of individuals

and groups who have experienced discrimination, oppression, or cultural marginalization.

For example, when students study the civil rights movement in the United States or the

anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa, they gain a deeper understanding of the impact of

systemic racism and the importance of advocating for equality and justice. This empathetic

understanding is critical for fostering positive attitudes towards multiculturalism, as it

encourages students to recognize the value of cultural diversity and the importance of

standing against discrimination in all its forms.

Social studies education also plays a role in reducing cultural bias and stereotyping.

Stereotypes and biases often arise from a lack of understanding or exposure to different
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cultures. Through the study of diverse cultural practices, traditions, and worldviews, social

studies helps students challenge these preconceived notions and develop a more nuanced

understanding of other people's experiences. According to Gay (2021), culturally

responsive teaching within the social studies classroom can be an effective strategy for

addressing cultural bias and fostering a more inclusive learning environment. By

incorporating diverse voices and perspectives into the curriculum, teachers can help

students see the world through the eyes of others, which is essential for developing a

multicultural mindset.

Social studies education promotes civic engagement and social responsibility, both

of which are closely linked to multiculturalism. A key objective of social studies is to

prepare students to become informed and active citizens who contribute positively to

society. Civic education, which is a central component of social studies, encourages

students to understand their rights and responsibilities as members of a democratic society

and to advocate for the rights of others. As Banks (2019) notes, social studies education

helps students develop the skills necessary for democratic participation, including the

ability to engage in civil discourse, respect differing opinions, and work collaboratively

with people from diverse backgrounds. This emphasis on civic engagement is crucial for

fostering multiculturalism, as it encourages students to take an active role in promoting

equality, justice, and inclusion in their communities.

Social studies education addresses the power dynamics that often underpin cultural

conflicts and social inequalities. By examining historical and contemporary issues of power,

privilege, and oppression, students gain a deeper understanding of how these dynamics

shape societal structures and relationships. This critical awareness is essential for
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challenging the systemic inequalities that often marginalize minority groups in

multicultural societies. As Parker (2020) observes, social studies education provides

students with the analytical tools needed to recognize and address the root causes of social

injustices, which is a key component of fostering a multicultural society that values

diversity and inclusion.

Summary of Reviewed Literature

The literature reviewed revealed that Social Studies education plays a significant

role in fostering cultural awareness and promoting diversity appreciation among students.

Several studies emphasized that Social Studies, through its interdisciplinary approach,

integrates history, geography, civics, and sociology to equip students with the knowledge

and skills necessary to navigate diverse cultural landscapes. For instance, Parker (2019)

highlighted that Social Studies promotes critical thinking and civic engagement, both of

which are essential for understanding and appreciating cultural differences. The integration

of these disciplines allows students to critically analyze societal issues, encouraging them

to reflect on their own cultural assumptions and biases while appreciating the value of other

cultures. Further studies examined the importance of Social Studies in cultivating empathy

and respect for cultural diversity. As noted by Banks (2020), Social Studies education

provides a framework for students to examine historical and contemporary events from

multiple cultural perspectives, fostering an understanding of different traditions, values,

and social practices. This understanding, in turn, encourages students to engage with

cultural differences in a respectful and empathetic manner, reducing stereotypes and

prejudices.
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Additionally, the literature suggests that Social Studies education promotes global

citizenship and cultural competence. According to Ross (2021), as the world becomes more

interconnected, students need to develop global awareness and empathy towards people

from diverse cultural backgrounds. Social Studies, by teaching about human rights, social

justice, and global interdependence, helps students to understand their role as responsible

global citizens. Merryfield (2020) further emphasized that the study of Social Studies

equips students with the tools to engage with global challenges such as poverty and climate

change, making them more attuned to the need for cultural sensitivity and inclusivity.

CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

This chapter describes the method and procedures employed in carrying out the

study under the following sub-headings:
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• Design of the Study

• Population of the Study

• Sample and Sampling Technique

• Research Instrument

• Validity of the Instrument

• Reliability of the Instrument

• Method of Data Collection

• Method of Data Analysis

Design of the Study

This study adopted the descriptive survey research design. This design was

employed for the study because the study sought to describe an already existing

phenomenon - The Impact of Social Studies Education on Students’ Cultural Awareness

and Diversity Appreciation (ISSESCADA).

Population of the Study

The population of this study comprised all the public junior secondary school

students in the twelve public junior secondary schools in Egor Local Government Area of

Edo State. The population of this study include five hundred (500) JSS III students in Egor

Local Government.
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Sample and Sampling Technique

The sample for this study is one hundred junior secondary students. The sampling

technique is the simple random technique. The sample size was gotten through simple

random sampling technique.

Research Instrument

The instrument used in the study is the questionnaire (The Impact of Social Studies

Education on Students’ Cultural Awareness and Diversity Appreciation (ISSESCADA). It

was designed to elicit responses that can provide answers to the research questions. The

questionnaire is made up of two sections. The section A consists of information about the

respondent such as gender and level of study while section B was designed to enable the

researcher gather information relating to the research questions raised for the Study.

Validity of the Instrument

The questionnaire was given to the researcher’s supervisor and two other experts in

Curriculum and Instructional Technology for scrutiny, corrections, and suggestions. The

corrections and suggestions made by them were incorporated into the final draft of the

instrument. This was done to ensure that the instrument meets content and face validity.

Reliability of the Instrument

In other to determine the reliability of the instrument, it was administered to 20 Jss

3 of similar characteristics as those in the study. The results of their responses were

correlated and a Cronbach coefficient of .83 was obtained. This shows that the instrument

is reliable.
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Method of Data Collection

The researcher will personally administer the questionnaire to the respondents and

collect it immediately on the spot. This would be done to ensure that no questionnaire is

missing. Prior to distribution, the researcher will obtain permission from relevant

authorities and explain the purpose of the study to the respondents to ensure their

cooperation. Additionally, follow-up visits would be made to clarify any ambiguities and

ensure that all sections of the questionnaire are properly filled out.

Method of Data Analysis

This study used descriptive analysis. Descriptive statistics is used to summarize the

characteristics of all variables in the administered questionnaires in order to present the

data in a more meaningful way, which allowed simpler interpretation of the data. The

collected data were analyzed using frequency count, mean score and standard deviation.

To interpret the results, a decision rule was applied. The criterion mean for this

study was set at 2.50. This threshold determined whether students collectively accepted or

did not accept each statement as significantly impacting their Cultural Awareness and

Diversity Appreciation. Items with a mean score of 2.50 or above were classified as

“Accepted,” suggesting that a significant portion of the respondents agreed with the

statement, recognizing it as a relevant factor. On the other hand, items with mean scores

below 2.50 were labelled as “Not Accepted,” indicating that Social Studies education does

not influence there cultural awareness and diversity appreciation.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATAANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

This chapter presents the result obtained from the analysis of data for answering the

research questions formulated and testing the hypotheses for the study through structured

interview, checklist and observation schedule. The data are presented in tables and are

arranged according to research questions and hypotheses.

Presentation of Result

Research Question 1: How does Social Studies Education Influence Students'
Understanding of Cultural Diversity?
Table 1: How Social Studies Education Influence Students’ Understanding of Cultural
Diversity.

S/N ITEMS N Mean Standard
Deviation

Decision

1 Social studies helps me understand
different cultures. 100 3.20 .97 ACCEPTED

2 Social studies has improved my
knowledge of other cultures. 100 3.14 1.13 ACCEPTED

3 Social studies makes me respect
cultures that are different from mine. 100 2.79 1.20 ACCEPTED

4. Social studies helps me learn about
cultural traditions. 100 2.59 .92 ACCEPTED

5 Social studies classes help me
understand why cultural diversity is
important.

100 3.02 .98
ACCEPTED

Decision Rule: X=2.50
The data presented in Table 1 offers an insightful interpretation of how Social

Studies education influences students' understanding of cultural diversity. The table

outlines the responses of 100 students, using a Likert scale, to assess their level of
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agreement with statements related to their understanding of cultural diversity as a result of

Social Studies education. The first item, "Social studies helps me understand different

cultures," has a mean score of 3.20, indicating that most students agree that Social Studies

plays a significant role in enhancing their understanding of various cultures. The second

item, "Social studies has improved my knowledge of other cultures," also shows a high

mean score of 3.14. Students generally agreed that Social Studies has positively influenced

their cultural knowledge. On the third item, "Social studies makes me respect cultures that

are different from mine," students reported a mean score of 2.79. Although the mean is

slightly lower compared to the previous two items, the decision remains agree, indicating

that Social Studies education fosters respect for cultural differences. The fourth item,

"Social studies helps me learn about cultural traditions," has a mean score of 2.59. In this

case, students generally agree with the statement, suggesting that while Social Studies

enhances their general understanding of cultural diversity, it might not delve deeply enough

into the specific traditions of different cultures. Lastly, the fifth item, "Social studies classes

help me understand why cultural diversity is important," has a mean score of 3.02. This

item also results in an agree decision, indicating that students acknowledge the role of

Social Studies in imparting the significance of cultural diversity.

Research Question 2: What impact does social studies education have on students'

appreciation for different languages and religions?

Table 2: The Impact of Social Studies Education on Students’Appreciation for Different
Language and Religion.

S/N ITEMS N Mean Standard
Deviation

Decision

1 Social studies helps me appreciate 100 3.33 1.10 ACCEPTED
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different languages.
2 Social studies teaches me to respect

different religions. 100 3.34 .95 ACCEPTED

3 Social studies helps me understand why
people follow different religions. 100 2.90 .93 ACCEPTED

4. Social studies helps me value people
who speak different languages other
than mine.

100 2.77 0.03
ACCEPTED

5 Social studies encourages me to accept
religious differences. 100 2.85 .95 ACCEPTED

Decision Rule: X=2.50
The data presented in Table 2 provides an analysis of the impact of Social Studies

education on students’ appreciation for different languages and religions. The table

summarizes the responses of 100 students to various statements about how Social Studies

education influences their views on linguistic and religious diversity. The first item, "Social

studies helps me appreciate different languages," has a mean score of 3.33, indicating that

students generally agree that Social Studies fosters an appreciation for linguistic diversity.

This highlights the role of Social Studies in broadening students' perspectives on the

importance of different languages in society. The second item, "Social studies teaches me

to respect different religions," has a mean score of 3.34, which shows strong agreement

among students regarding the subject's impact on religious tolerance. This suggests that

Social Studies education is effective in promoting respect for various religious beliefs and

practices. It underscores the importance of the subject in teaching students about religious

diversity and fostering a more inclusive attitude. For the third item, "Social studies helps

me understand why people follow different religions," students reported a mean score of

2.90. While there is still agreement, the score is somewhat lower compared to the first two

items, indicating that while students acknowledge the role of Social Studies in explaining

religious diversity, this aspect of the curriculum might not be as emphasized as the general



42

respect for different religions. In the fourth item, "Social studies helps me value people

who speak different languages other than mine," the mean score is 2.77, indicating that

students agree, though with a slightly lower intensity, that Social Studies encourages them

to value linguistic diversity. This suggests that the subject plays a role in helping students

appreciate individuals who speak languages other than their own, though there might be

room for more focused engagement in this area. Lastly, the fifth item, "Social studies

encourages me to accept religious differences," has a mean score of 2.85. While this item

still results in an "AGREE" decision, the mean is slightly lower compared to the earlier

statements about language and religion. This suggests that while Social Studies contributes

to fostering acceptance of religious differences, this aspect might not be as prominently

addressed as general religious respect and appreciation.

Research Question 3: In what ways do Social Studies Curricula Promote Empathy

and Respect Towards Diverse Cultural Backgrounds among Students?

Table 3:Ways Social Studies Curricula Promote Empathy and Respect towards Diverse

Cultural Backgrounds among Students.

S/N ITEMS N Mean Standard
Deviation

Decision

1 Social studies makes me more
respectful of other cultures. 100 3.41 .87 ACCEPTED

2 Social studies encourages me to care
about people from different
backgrounds.

100 2.97 .61
ACCEPTED

3 Social studies teaches me to respect
different cultural practices. 100 2.87 1.11 ACCEPTED

4. Social studies helps me feel empathy
for people from other countries. 100 3.14 1.13 ACCEPTED

5 Social studies teaches me to be kind to
people of all cultures. 100 2.97 .61 ACCEPTED
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Decision Rule: X=2.50
Table 3 provides valuable insights into how Social Studies curricula promote

empathy and respect towards diverse cultural backgrounds among students. The first item,

"Social studies makes me more respectful of other cultures," reveals a mean score of 3.41,

indicating strong agreement among students. This suggests that Social Studies is highly

effective in instilling respect for cultural diversity, underscoring the importance of this

subject in fostering an inclusive attitude towards people from various cultural backgrounds.

In the second item, "Social studies encourages me to care about people from different

backgrounds," the mean score is 2.97. While students still agree with this statement, the

slightly lower mean score compared to the first item suggests that while Social Studies

does promote care for people from diverse backgrounds, the emphasis on this may not be

as pronounced as respect for cultural diversity. However, the agreement reflects that the

subject does contribute positively to students' social consciousness and emotional

sensitivity towards others. The third item, "Social studies teaches me to respect different

cultural practices," has a mean score of 2.87. This shows that students generally agree that

Social Studies fosters respect for different cultural practices. However, the mean score,

being lower than the previous items, may indicate that there is room for improvement in

how the curriculum engages students with the nuances of cultural practices, encouraging a

deeper respect and understanding. The fourth item, "Social studies helps me feel empathy

for people from other countries," presents a mean score of 3.14. This shows that students

agree that Social Studies contributes to building empathy towards individuals from other

countries, reinforcing the role of the subject in promoting an emotional connection with

people of diverse origins. The curriculum's focus on global understanding appears to
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resonate well with students, helping them to develop a compassionate worldview. Finally,

the fifth item, "Social studies teaches me to be kind to people of all cultures," also shows a

mean score of 2.97, similar to the second item. The agreement here indicates that Social

Studies encourages students to approach people from different cultures with kindness and

openness, which aligns with the subject's goal of cultivating mutual respect and

understanding across cultural boundaries.

Research Question 4: How do Students Perceive the Role of Social Studies Education

in Shaping their attitudes Towards Multiculturalism?

Table 4: How Students Perceive the Role of Social Studies Education in Shaping their

Attitude Towards Multiculturalism.

S/N ITEMS N Mean Standard
Deviation

Decision

1 Social studies makes me more open to
learning about different cultures. 100 2.74 .61 ACCEPTED

2 Social studies encourages me to accept
people from all backgrounds. 100 3.14 1.11 ACCEPTED

3 Social studies changes my attitude
towards people from other cultures. 100 2.78 1.13 ACCEPTED

4. Social studies teaches me to enjoy
learning about different ways of life. 100 2.74 .61 ACCEPTED

5 Social studies makes me more
accepting of people from different
cultural groups.

100 2.74 .61
ACCEPTED

Decision Rule: X=2.50
Table 4 presents the perceptions of students regarding the role of Social Studies

education in shaping their attitudes towards multiculturalism. The data provides insights

into how students view the subject's influence on their openness and acceptance of cultural

diversity. The first item, "Social studies makes me more open to learning about different

cultures," shows a mean score of 2.74, indicating that students generally agree that Social
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Studies fosters a greater openness to cultural learning. This suggests that the curriculum

plays a role in motivating students to explore and understand cultures beyond their own,

albeit the level of agreement is moderate. The second item, "Social studies encourages me

to accept people from all backgrounds," has a higher mean score of 3.14, signifying

stronger agreement among students. This suggests that Social Studies is effective in

promoting inclusivity and acceptance of individuals from various backgrounds, reinforcing

the subject's importance in creating a socially cohesive and multicultural-minded student

body. For the third item, "Social studies changes my attitude towards people from other

cultures," the mean score is 2.78. While students agree with this statement, the score

reflects moderate agreement, implying that while Social Studies does influence students'

attitudes towards individuals from different cultures, there might be room for the

curriculum to further emphasize the transformation of these attitudes in a more impactful

way. The fourth item, "Social studies teaches me to enjoy learning about different ways of

life," also has a mean score of 2.74, showing moderate agreement. This suggests that Social

Studies provides students with opportunities to appreciate different ways of life, but the

level of enthusiasm for this aspect of the curriculum could potentially be enhanced to

encourage greater engagement with multicultural learning. Lastly, the fifth item, "Social

studies makes me more accepting of people from different cultural groups," with a mean

score of 2.74. This indicates a moderate level of agreement, reinforcing the idea that while

Social Studies plays a role in shaping students’ acceptance of diverse cultural groups, there

may be potential for further development in fostering a deeper sense of cultural acceptance.
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Hypothesis One: There is no significant relationship between social studies education and

students' understanding of cultural diversity.

Data for testing research hypothesis 1 are presented in table 5
Table 5: There is no significant relationship between social studies education and
students' understanding of cultural diversity.

Social Studies
Education

Students'
Understanding
of Cultural
Diversity

Social Studies
Education

Pearson
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)

N

1

100

.572**

.021

100
Students'
Understanding of
Cultural Diversity

Pearson
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)

N

.572**
.021

100

1

100

Result: r= .572, p = 0.21. Results in Table 8 show the person correlation statistics on

there is no significant relationship between social studies education and students'

understanding of cultural diversity. It can be seen that the Pearson correlation coefficient, r

is 0.572 and that is statistically significant ( p<0.05). Thus, the null hypothesis which states

that there is no significant relationship between social studies education and students'

understanding of cultural diversity is rejected. There was a moderate positive correlation

between Social Studies Education and students’ understanding of cultural diversity. Hence,

Social Studies education should take priority so as to aid Students’ understanding of

cultural diversity.
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Discussion of Findings

The findings from this study reveal that Social Studies plays a crucial role in

shaping students' perceptions of cultural diversity and multiculturalism. The findings are

consistent with previous studies that have highlighted the significance of Social Studies in

promoting cultural awareness among students (Obioma & Ekpo, 2021; Adefemi & Oyeniyi,

2022). These studies have shown that the subject provides a platform for students to

understand and appreciate the different cultural values, beliefs, and practices that exist in

society. One of the most significant aspects of the findings is the role of Social Studies in

fostering respect for cultural diversity. The students' responses demonstrate that they

generally agree that Social Studies helps them respect cultures that are different from their

own. This aligns with the findings of Okonkwo and Adeola (2023), who found that Social

Studies education in secondary schools enhances students' ability to appreciate and respect

cultural differences. These scholars argue that respect for cultural diversity is essential in

promoting peaceful coexistence in a multicultural society, and Social Studies serves as a

key vehicle for transmitting such values to students.

The study's findings highlight that Social Studies education contributes to students'

understanding of the importance of cultural diversity. Students expressed agreement that

Social Studies classes help them understand why cultural diversity is important, a

conclusion supported by other researchers (Ibrahim & Daramola, 2021). According to

Ibrahim and Daramola (2021), Social Studies plays a pivotal role in teaching students the

value of cultural diversity, particularly in societies characterized by ethnic and cultural

plurality. This understanding is critical in fostering unity in diversity, as students are
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equipped with the knowledge and skills necessary to navigate cultural differences and build

inclusive relationships.

Additionally, the findings indicate that Social Studies education encourages

students to develop an open attitude toward learning about different cultures. The responses

suggest that Social Studies fosters openness, which is fundamental to building a culturally

inclusive society. This corroborates the work of Ojo (2022), who found that Social Studies

curriculum helps students become more open to cultural exchange and learning. Ojo's

research emphasizes that Social Studies creates an educational environment where students

are exposed to the complexities of different cultures, leading them to become more

accepting and less biased in their interactions with people from diverse backgrounds.

In terms of empathy and kindness toward people from other cultures, the study

found that Social Studies education has a significant impact on students’ emotional

responses to cultural diversity. Several students agreed that Social Studies teaches them to

care about and be kind to people from different cultural groups, which resonates with the

findings of Adeyemi and Bello (2023). These scholars argue that Social Studies, through its

emphasis on empathy and global citizenship, plays a crucial role in humanizing students'

perceptions of people from other cultures. The curriculum, when properly implemented,

enables students to develop compassion for individuals who may be culturally different

from them, thereby reducing stereotypes and prejudices. Another finding from the study is

that students perceive Social Studies as instrumental in shaping their attitudes toward

multiculturalism. Many of the students agreed that Social Studies encourages them to

accept people from different backgrounds, a conclusion supported by research conducted

by Ogunsola and Idowu (2023). Their study revealed that Social Studies education
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promotes an appreciation for multiculturalism by encouraging students to value the

diversity of human experiences and identities. This aligns with the broader goals of Social

Studies as an academic discipline, which seeks to prepare students to live in a globally

interconnected and culturally diverse world.

Despite these positive findings, it is worth noting that some students expressed less

agreement with items related to learning about cultural traditions. This suggests that while

Social Studies successfully promotes general cultural awareness, there may be a need for a

more focused exploration of specific cultural traditions and practices. As noted by Omole

and Adebayo (2020), Social Studies curricula in many Nigerian schools tend to focus more

on theoretical aspects of cultural diversity, with less emphasis on practical engagement

with the traditions and practices of different cultural groups. Omole and Adebayo (2020)

recommend incorporating more culturally immersive activities and real-life examples into

the Social Studies curriculum to enhance students' understanding of cultural traditions.

The findings reveal that while Social Studies helps students appreciate different

languages and religions, there is room for improvement in how the subject addresses these

aspects of diversity. Previous research by Azeez and Amusa (2021) has similarly indicated

that Social Studies education, though impactful in promoting cultural tolerance, often falls

short in addressing linguistic and religious diversity in sufficient depth. Azeez and Amusa

(2021) argue that the inclusion of more comprehensive lessons on linguistic and religious

diversity would enrich students' understanding and foster greater respect for these critical

components of cultural identity.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary

The study examined the Impact of Social Studies Education on Students’ Cultural

Awareness And Diversity Appreciation in Junior Secondary Schools in Egor Local

Government Area. Four research questions were raised to guide this study. The study

adopted the descriptive survey research design. The population of the study comprised of

one hundred JSS 111 students in Egor Local Government Area of Edo State. The

instrument used for data collection is a self-structured questionnaire. This instrument was

validated by the project supervisor. The data gathered was analysed using mean score and

standard deviation. The findings from the study is as follows:

1. The study revealed that Social Studies education significantly enhances students'

understanding of cultural diversity, fostering respect and appreciation for different

cultures.

2. The study showed that Social Studies education plays a key role in promoting

tolerance and respect for linguistic and religious diversity among students,

encouraging inclusivity.
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3. The study highlighted that while Social Studies education contributes to empathy

and respect for diverse cultural backgrounds, there is room for improvement in

engaging students with specific cultural practices and traditions.

4. The study demonstrated that Social Studies education positively influences students'

openness and acceptance of multiculturalism, though more emphasis is needed to

deepen students' attitudes towards people from different cultural groups.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that Social Studies education has a profound

impact on students' cultural awareness and diversity appreciation in junior secondary

schools within Egor Local Government Area. The subject promotes respect for cultural

diversity, encourages openness to learning about different cultures, and fosters empathy and

kindness toward people from various backgrounds. However, there is still room for

improvement in areas such as the exploration of cultural traditions and the inclusion of

more content on linguistic and religious diversity.

Recommendations

Having carefully analysed the study and obtained definite results, the following

recommendations are made:

1. Social Studies Education students should actively engage with cultural diversity

topics, participating in discussions and activities that deepen their understanding

and appreciation of different cultures, languages, and religions.

2. Lecturers should incorporate more practical and interactive methods in Social

Studies lessons, such as cultural exchange programs and case studies, to better

immerse students in the learning of diverse cultural traditions and practices.
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3. School administrators should support the implementation of programs that promote

multicultural awareness, such as cultural days and collaborative projects, to create a

more inclusive school environment that fosters respect for diversity.

4. Policy makers should revise the Social Studies curriculum to ensure a more

comprehensive coverage of cultural diversity, linguistic appreciation, and religious

tolerance, with clear emphasis on practical applications in students' daily lives.

5. Future researchers should investigate the long-term effects of Social Studies

education on students' cultural attitudes and behaviors, as well as investigate how

specific teaching strategies can further enhance cultural awareness and appreciation.
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APPENDIX

QUESTIONNAIRE

CURRICULUMAND INSTRUCTIONALTECHNOLOGY

FACULTYOF EDUCATION

UNIVERSITYOF BENIN

BENIN CITY

QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE IMPACT OF SOCIAL STUDIES EDUCATION ON

STUDENTS’CULTURALAWARENESSAND DIVERSITYAPPRECIATION

(ISSESCADA)

Dear Respondent,

I am Kennedy Inenegwe Marvellous an undergraduate from the above-named institution. I

am carrying out a research on the Impact of Social Studies Education on Students’ Cultural

Awareness and Diversity Appreciation. This questionnaire is designed for academic

purposes. It is structured to find out your perception on the Impact of Social Studies

Education on Students’ Cultural Awareness and Diversity Appreciation. Please respond

sincerely to the questions by ticking [√] where applicable. Your responses will be treated

with a high level of confidentiality. Thank you

Yours faithfully,

Kennedy Inenegwe Marvellous
( Researcher)
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SECTIONA: Demographic Data

Instructions: Please tick ( √ ) where applicable.

Gender: Female ( ), Male ( )

Level: 100LV ( ), 200LV ( ), 300LV ( ), 400LV ( )

SECTION B: Data on Questionnaire

Indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following statements.

Key: Strongly Agree (SA) = 4, Agree (A)= 3; Disagree (D) = 2; Strongly Disagree ( SD)=

1

S/N How does social studies education influence students'
understanding of cultural diversity?

SA A D SD

1. Social studies helps me understand different cultures.

2. Social studies has improved my knowledge of other cultures.

3. Social studies makes me respect cultures that are different from
mine.

4. Social studies helps me learn about cultural traditions.

5. Social studies classes help me understand why cultural
diversity is important.

S/N
What impact does social studies education have on
students' appreciation for different languages and
religions?

SA A D SD

6. Social studies helps me appreciate different languages.

7. Social studies teaches me to respect different religions.

8. Social studies helps me understand why people follow different
religions.

9. Social studies helps me value people who speak different
languages other than mine.

10. Social studies encourages me to accept religious differences.
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S/N
In what ways do social studies curricula promote empathy
and respect towards diverse cultural backgrounds among
students?

SA A D SD

11. Social studies makes me more respectful of other cultures.

12. Social studies encourages me to care about people from
different backgrounds.

13. Social studies teaches me to respect different cultural practices.

14. Social studies helps me feel empathy for people from other
countries.

15. Social studies teaches me to be kind to people of all cultures.

S/N
How do students perceive the role of social studies
education in shaping their attitudes towards
multiculturalism?

SA A D SD

16. Social studies makes me more open to learning about different
cultures.

17. Social studies encourages me to accept people from all
backgrounds.

18. Social studies changes my attitude towards people from other
cultures.

19. Social studies teaches me to enjoy learning about different
ways of life.

20. Social studies makes me more acceptance of people from
different cultural groups.
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