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ABSTRACT

The study is on the pattern of editorial in insecurities in select Nigeria
newspapers. It aimed at discovering the views of editors on insecurities matters
and examine the prominence given to insecurities in selected newspapers in
Nigeria and the pattern of editorial writings on insecurities from June to august,
2021 .The study faced various problems, during the cause of research due to lack
of effectiveness of Newspaper houses in our society today , the infrequency of
editors towards insecurities issues. The study was based on the following
objectives, to determine the view of editors in the matter of insecurities in
Nigeria, to determine the frequency of Editorial comments in insecurities issues
in Nigeria, To ascertain the pattern of editorial comments on insecurities in
Nigeria. The study was conducted on the Agenda setting theory of mass. The
researcher adopted content analysis and textual analysis method and it was used
in gathering the data for the study as 73 editions of the Guardian, punch and
vanguard newspapers were investigated. The findings revealed that the three
newspapers prominence given to insecurities editorial was on a low frequency.
The researcher also recommended that the media house should increase the
interest and commit to reporting insecurity issues facing the country.
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CHAPTER ONE:
Introduction
1.1 Background of the study

From kidnapping to extremist insurgencies, Nigeria is experiencing an
unprecedented wave of various but interrelated security crises. Crime and
violence have affected nearly every area of the nation.

The scale of the insecurity threatens the very foundation of Nigerian
society, according to Audu Bulama Bukarti, a senior analyst on Sahel security at
the Tony Blair Institute: "With every attack, human lives are lost or permanently
damaged, and faith in democracy and the country is eroding."

President Muhammadu Buhari pledged to defend citizens from terrorists
and criminals when he ran for office in 2015. However, the country is more
unstable than it has been in decades with less than two years left in his final term
in office. Boko Haram conducts lethal raids, occasionally raising its flag to
impose extremist rule over the local populace. It collects taxes on farms and the
sale of agricultural products. The group now fully governs the once-thriving

international fish market in the Chad Basin.
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Nigeria's ungoverned spaces, which are remote, largely unexplored areas
where groups can terrorize rural communities without fear of retaliation, make
the challenge more difficult.

In recent years, Boko Haram has lost ground to the Islamic State's West
Africa Province, a splinter group that is affiliated with the main organization. It
is currently one of IS's most active regional affiliates.

Up until now, both groups have resisted military operations by the

government.

Banditry and kidnapping

The regular kidnapping of pupils from their classrooms and boarding
houses is one of the biggest risks facing families in Nigeria. Since December
2020, more than 1,000 children have been taken from their classrooms; many of
them were only eventually freed after paying a ransom of thousands of dollars.

In Nigeria, some of the kidnappers are referred to as "bandits." These
bandits assault villages, abduct residents, and set fire to homes. Numerous people
have been compelled to leave their homes and seek refuge in other areas of the

country as a result of bandit attacks.
14



This study tends to reveal editor view on insecurities in Nigeria as well

how often editorial comments comes up on daily newspaper.

1.2 Statement of Problem

Measuring the effectiveness of Newspaper houses in our society today,
newspaper has a major role to play in making sure daily news and important
information reaches the public at different levels.

This research intends to investigate the value of editorial on insecurities
issues, how valuable this information comes in handy and frequency insecurities
matters pops on newspaper editorial.

This research intends to weigh the editorial opinion on who is really to

blame for the nations current insecurities issues (The government or the citizens).

1.3 Objectives of the Study
The study will achieve the following;
1. To determine the veiw of editors on the matter of insecurities in Nigeria.
2. To determine the frequency of Editorial comments in insecurity issues in
Nigeria.
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3. To ascertain the pattern of Editorial comments on insecurity in Nigeria.

1.4 Research Questions

1. What are the views of editors on matter insecurities in Nigeria?

2. How often does the newspaper feature Editorial comments on insecurities in
Nigeria?

3. What pattern of comments on insecurity is adopted by Nigeria newspaper?

1.5 Scope of the Study

The study will be narrowed down to editorials section, the Guardian,
Punch and Vanguard newspapers of insecurities in various newspapers. This
study aims to examine the importance of editorial information, and the various

pattern various newspaper houses write their editorials.

1.6 Significance of the Study
The study is aimed at the collection and analysis of data on editorials context on

security issues, and how editors percieve insecurity issues.
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However, it is pertinent to note that this different editorials are written by
different editors in different newspaper houses and have different ideas on the

security issues.

1.7 Limitation of the Study
The study will be limited to only editorial of insecurities from Vanguard,

Punch, Guardian newspapers from June- August, 2021.

1.8 Operational Definition of Terms

Trafficking in Arms The unlawful trade of illegal small guns and
ammunition, also known as "gunrunning," is one of many criminal enterprises
that are frequently linked to international criminal groups.
Bandit: A thief who targets tourists, attacks them, and frequently works in
groups with criminals.
Editorials: These are typically published on a special page called the editorial
page, which frequently includes letters to the editor from readers; the page across
from this page is called the op-ed page and frequently contains opinion pieces

(hence the name think pieces) by authors from all over the world. authors who
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are not directly connected to the publication. But a newspaper can decide to
publish on the top of the page, an editorial This happens infrequently and only
occasionally in the English-language press. themes viewed as particularly
significant; nonetheless, it is more prevalent in several European countries such
as France, Spain, Italy, and Denmark.. The author's name is frequently omitted
from newspaper editorials. It guarantees that readers discuss the topics at hand
rather than the author, according to Tom Clark, chief writer for the Guardian.
However, an editorial does represent the viewpoint of a newspaper as well as
The editor, who oversees a newspaper, is recognized by name. While the editor
frequently does not exercise oversight and continue to bear responsibilities.
Insurgency: Historically, the term "insurgency" has only been used to refer to
rebellious actions that fell short of a formal revolution. It has since been used to
refer to any such armed insurrection against the established administration of a
state or nation, which is often guerilla in nature.

Insecurity: is the state of being vulnerable to harm and danger as a result of the
disrupted environment. It may also be seen as a dread of not being able to defend

oneself.
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Kidnapping: The illegal transfer, transportation, and imprisonment of a person
constitutes kidnapping.

Textual analysis: is a way communication academics employ to characterize
and interpret the elements of a recorded or visual message, according to Frey,
Botan, and Keeps (1999). They pointed out that textual analysis serves to
describe content, structure and purpose of the messages in texts. The crucial
factor in textual analysis choosing the types of texts to study, obtaining pertinent
texts, and analyzing deciding a specific method to use for analysis (Frey, Botan,

and keeps,1999
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CHAPTER TWO: Literature Review

The term "textual analysis" is a catch-all for a variety of study techniques
used to define, analyze, and comprehend texts. A text's literal meaning can be
used to deduce all types of information.

The techniques used for textual analysis vary on the subject matter and
the goals of the study. It frequently seeks to relate the text to a larger social,
political, cultural, or aesthetic context.

According to Ezekiel S. Asemah 2017 “Textual analysis is a
methodology that involves understanding language, symbols, and/or pictures
present in texts to gain information regarding how people make sense of and
communicate life and life experiences ““. Messages conveyed visually, in writing,
or orally offer hints on how they can be perceived. The messages are frequently
perceived as products of wider social institutions and as reflecting them.
Messages, for instance, may reflect or even question the historical, cultural,
political, and ethical circumstances in which they were created. As a result, the
analyst needs to be aware of the larger social structures that shape the signals in

the text under analysis.
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2.2 Overview of Editorial
What is editorial?

An editorial is typically a brief piece of writing by an editor that
communicates the opinions and stances of a newspaper or publishing firm on a
hot topic. A disclaimer stating that the article does not necessarily represent the
publisher's official views is usually included when it is authored by an outsider.

Many newspapers have changed in format, composition, and content as a
result of globalization. One such newspaper is the Mumbai-based DNA, which
redesigned its pages and eliminated the editorial pages because the editor
believed that readers didn't take the editorial pages seriously. The editorial
column hasn't been abandoned by any other newspaper but the DNA, though.
Editorial articles are still significant because many readers value the objective,
well-informed viewpoints they provide.

Because some journals employ up to eight editorial writers, there is a
tendency towards specialization. Thus, there are editorial writers for topics like
money, international relations, politics at home, social issues, etc.

Due to their expertise on the subject, the editor has the final word about the

editorial writers' opinions.

21



2.3 Types of Editorial

Every newspaper has a unique editorial stance. Some people take a strong
stance on a subject, while others stick to their values. A newspaper's reputation
and reliability are greatly influenced by its editorial strategy. A newspaper can
gain readers' loyalty if it is courageous enough to criticize a certain stance or

action taken by the ruling political party or government.

1. Factual Editorial:

Types of editorial Such editorials' primary objective is to inform their
audience. The information may be related to a new sickness, medication, or
economic issue. Editorials that are informative only provide information, provide
a review, or declare certain facts. When necessary, it may describe words and
problems, name people and things, and give historical and geographical context.
This category includes a wide range of editorials, from those that offer basic

knowledge to those that highlight problems.
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2. Explanatory Editorial

Editorials represent the voice of the newspaper. Instead of praising or
criticizing someone or something, interpretative editorials aim to make
information easier to understand for readers. These editorials describe the
importance or relevance of a recent occurrence, a current concept, a circumstance
or circumstance, a theory or hypothesis. The author just presents both sides of an
issue and leaves it up to the reader to make up their own mind. It merely

interprets, for instance, the language in a fresh memo sent out by the principal.

3. Editorial with a point of view

Editorials of this nature present a thesis. These are typically based on
news from earlier in the day. Government policies are frequently criticized by
editorial writers. The editorial should point out instances of government error
whenever and wherever they occur. This is frequently referred to as persuasive
editorial. The editor makes an argument to persuade the reader to agree with his

position on the subject.
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4. Laughable Editorial

These editorials are light-hearted in tone. Some publications don't even
publish it. These editorials occasionally take on a serious subject but convey it in
a humorous manner. On its editorial page, "The Times of India" publishes the
opinions of well-known authors. Entertaining editorial frequently comes in two
varieties. One is the succinct, lighthearted handling of a silly subject. The second
addresses a serious topic in a lighthearted manner. It makes people smile, giggle,
and laugh while implying the truth. Its primary goal is to amuse. It is typically

brief.

5. Criticism Editorial

An editorial's main objective, as was already mentioned, is to offer
constructive criticism.

If the editorial does not offer solutions to the issues, it is useless. For
instance, the editor should offer alternative measures for improved
implementation if they are criticizing the BJP government's "Swachh Bharat
Abhiyaan" actions. It draws attention to the positive or negative aspects of a

problem or circumstance described in the news. The reader is intended to be
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persuaded by it. Sometimes it ends with a suggestion for a solution. It honors,
commends, or pays homage to an individual, group, or organization that has

completed some admirable tasks, acts, or feats.

2.4 Newspaper Overview

A newspaper is a periodic publication that typically has a white or gray
background and is typed in black ink. It contains written information about
current events.

Newspapers can publish content on a wide range of topics, including
politics, business, sports, and the arts. They also frequently publish opinion
pieces, weather forecasts, reviews of neighborhood services, obituaries, birth
announcements, and advice columns.

Since most newspapers are businesses, they use a variety of methods to
cover their expenses.

In addition to hiring journalists directly, many newspapers also pay a
subscription fee to news agencies (wire services) like the Associated Press,
Reuters, or Agence France-Presse. These organizations hire journalists to locate,

compile, and report news before selling it to the various newspapers. By doing
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this, you can save money by not having to pay for international reporting twice.
Approximately 6,580 daily newspaper titles sold 395 million print copies daily in
the world in 2005. (in the U.S., 1,450 titles selling 55 million copies).
Adpvertising and circulation have decreased as a result of the global recession that
hit in the late 2000s and early 2010s as well as the explosive growth of free web-
based alternatives. This is because many newspapers had to cut costs by scaling
back operations. The global economy brought in close to $100 billion in during
the global financial crisis of 2008-2009, then fell during the years 2005-2007.
Every major publisher suffered as a result of revenue in 2016 falling to only $53

billion and their efforts to increase online income falling far short of the target.

Most newspapers fit four requirements:

Public accessibility: The paper has traditionally been sold or distributed
at newsstands, stores, and libraries. Since the 1990s, online newspaper websites
have also made the paper's contents reasonably accessible to the general public
online. People with Internet connection now have more access to newspapers
thanks to online publications, but those without it—such as those who are

homeless, poor, or live in isolated or rural areas—might not be able to use
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computers or the Internet, making it impossible for them to read online news.
Reading newspapers (on paper or online) is not beneficial for those who cannot
read because of literacy issues.

Periodicity: They are released on a regular basis, usually every day or every
week. This guarantees that publications may update readers about breaking news
stories or occurrences.

Currency: The information is as current as is possible given the release schedule.
A print newspaper's ability to be current is constrained by the amount of time
required to print and deliver it. A morning edition and a later version of the same
day's newspaper may be published in large cities so that the later edition might
include breaking news that has occurred since the morning edition was produced.
Online newspaper editions can be quite up-to-date since they can be updated as

often as new information is made accessible, even multiple times each day.

2.5 Overview of Vanguard Newspaper
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Daily newspaper Vanguard is published by Lagos, Nigeria-based Vanguard
Media. Sam Amuka-Pemu, a seasoned journalist, founded Vanguard Media in
1983 with the help of three friends. The newspaper is available online. Thisday,
The Punch, The Sun, and The Guardian are among the few publications in
Nigeria that are regarded as being free from political sway. The newspaper is
among them. The Daily Report Nigeria is a trustworthy online media outlet in
Nigeria that is monitoring the fashion. [Reference needed] The newspaper was
momentarily suspended in June 1990 by Lagos State's military governor, Col.
Raji Rasaki. The wife of the publisher of Vanguard Newspapers, it was claimed
in an article published in December 2008 by the US-based Pointblanknews.com,
was complicit in a ritual killing. The Vanguard filed a lawsuit against the

journalist, alleging.

2.6 Overview of punch Newspaper

James Aboderin, an accountant, and Sam Amuka, a journalist and editor
at the Daily Times of Nigeria, launched Punch Feet. Amuka was appointed as the
Sunday Punch's first editor. A few years following the publication of its initial

Sunday issue, in November 1976, the team began publishing their recognizable
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daily newspaper. Both versions were created to favor a softer, apolitical style of
news broadcasting that combined social event video with regular political news.
The newspaper makes a living by exploring big topics that appeal to a wide
audience. However, political pressures brought about during the Second
Republic's latter years.

The proscription decree was revoked on November 17 of the same year
by Decree No. 115 of 1993. On July 24, 1994, the Federal Military Government
declared martial law and outlawed all publications, including TOPLIFE, which
had been relaunched and was being published at the time as a weekly magazine.

Bola Bolawole, THE PUNCH's editor at the time, was imprisoned for
three days in the old building's office. During the closure, the government
disregarded a court order requiring it to leave the firm's premises and pay the
amounts of N25,000,000 and N100,000.00 to the company and Bolawole,
respectively. The government did not outlaw the publications via a national day

broadcast by the Head of State until October 1, 1995.

2.7 Overview of Guardian Newspaper
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The Guardian is an independent publication that was started in 1983 with the
goals of promoting Nigeria's interests and providing fair coverage of current
events. It is not obligated to any political party, racial or ethnic group, religious
organization, or other interest group. The integrity and sovereignty of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria are its top priorities, followed by the unity and sovereignty
of Africa.

The Guardian is a liberal publication dedicated to republican democracy's
highest principles and traditions. It holds that the state must not only protect and
defend its citizens but also establish the political, social, economic, and cultural
circumstances that will lead to it allows each citizen to reach their full potential
as a person. Although it adheres to the idea of individual freedom, it considers
that all citizens have obligations in addition to rights.

Since doing so would conflict with The Guardian's dedication to
individual liberty and freedom, The Guardian does not in principle object to the
free enterprise doctrine. In order to limit the negative impacts of free business

and guarantee that less privileged individuals have reasonable and equitable
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access to the needs of life, it does, nevertheless, think that the state must
prudently intervene in the country's economic life.

The Guardian will consistently support the need for justice, honesty in
public life, equitable access to the nation's resources, and equal protection under
the law. Nigerian law for all citizens.

Nigeria is a genuine member of the international community, according to The
Guardian, but she can only fulfill her commitments to the world if her security
and integrity are guaranteed.

The logo of The Guardian features the conscientiousness emblem from
ancient Egypt. The tagline, The phrase "Conscience, Nurtured by Truth" by
Uthman Dan Fodio served as the inspiration for the song, Only truth can close an

open sore.

2.8 Overview of insecurities

Other crimes performed by this Islamic group include the burning of
churches, police stations, schools, hospitals, clinics, shops, army barracks, and
private residences, as well as the damage of cars and the kidnapping of foreign

nationals.
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Due to these difficulties, security has become a crucial concern that has
resulted in the commitment of the vast majority of the nation's scant resources to
the protection of people and property. Additionally, it has forced the government
to redirect funds intended for development into security. Additionally, a clear
sign of insecurity is the frightening rate at which the nation's affairs—economic,
political, social, and religious—are deteriorating at the moment. The frantic
effort to industrialize, the current socio-cultural peace, and sustainable
development have all been endangered by insecurity. Consequently, Nigeria was
given a low security rating by the Global Peace Index (2012). matters.

The implication is that Nigeria represents a dangerous place to live and
is one of the nations with the highest rates of terrorism in the world.
Consequently, foreigners, investors, expatriates, and even Nigerian natives are
hesitant to invest and sacrifice their hard-earned money in profitable industries in
Nigeria. Therefore, insecurity refers to a feeling of worry, anxiety,

Uncertainty and uneasiness resulting from the lax behavior of our resentful and

greedy people
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Political figures, armed groups, and Boko Haram sects. This is
demonstrated by the frequent bombings and Murder in Nigeria include both
politically motivated and economically motivated murders. Influenced by tribal
strife, security agents in Nigeria have a permeable and meaningless job.

The Effects of Industrialization and Sustainable Development on
Insecurity in Nigeria. It poses a serious threat to industry, healthy living,
religious freedom, national prosperity, and sustainable development since
businesses operate incredibly well in an environment free of resentment,
economic hardship, social strife, and political chaos. Nigeria's insecurity is to
blame for the Adeleke, destruction of people, things, and equipment; business
relocation and closure

In order to support this claim even more, it should be noted that fifty-five
citizens died in Kaduna State on Wednesday, October 17, 2018.

On Thursday, six farmers were reported deceased in Ebonyi State a result
of the aggressive and hostile behavior of Fulani Herdsmen on October 24th,

2018. Uncertainty is a significant danger to the survival of humans and the
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growth of the economy. In a perfect world, security—the opposite of
insecurity—would permeate human existence.

Food has been cruelly and irresponsibly disregarded due to political,
religious, and cultural factors misconceptions. Therefore, citizens are thought of
as being secure when they are free from all wherever they may be found inside a
sovereign nation, they must be free from dangers to their life and means of
subsistence, without bodily damage, diseases, unemployment, or human rights
violations. Despite the 1999 proposals, Nigeria has experienced an unparalleled
level of insecurity.

The Federal Republic of Nigeria's constitution, which states that "The
security and wellbeing of the welfare of the people shall be the main goal of
government. But regrettably, in terms of security issues, the government has not
taken a significant role worried about Nigeria. This is due to Muslim leaders'
determination to eradicate Christianity in Nigeria and its government have
assembled terrorists to damage Christians' reputations, which turned out to be the
both Muslims and Christians, to their detriment. provision of safe and secure

Due to the attitude of some top government officials regarding the security of
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people, properties, and the conduct of business and economic activities in
Nigeria, these factors have been impacted. Evidence has shown that the real
offenders are individuals in high-profile positions and Boko Haram's
sympathizers' disorderly insurgencies across the nation. This dishonest behavior
of the administration has persisted in maintaining Nigeria's perennial
backwardness and infantileness.

The country's high rate of dependence on other international equivalents
and high poverty rate both serve as indicators of this. Consequently, the
government's failure to offer a secure a setting that is favorable for the protection
of people, property, and business operations Numerous economic activities have
caused businesspeople to lose interest and become dissatisfied. Anekwe,
Ndubuisi-Okolo, and Anigbogu are investors (2015). As a result, there are now
communal Conflicts, religious violence, and criminality in many sections of the
nation, as well as disruptions to businesses, Economic activity and slowed
economic development and growth in Nigeria .

All of these have an impact on industrial development and sustainable growth.

This is due to the fact that no corporate investor would want to make an
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investment in a risky or unstable environment. In light of the aforementioned, the
study aims to investigate how insecurity is harmful and hostile to
Industrialization and sustainable development, two factors that contribute to
today's level of insecurity Nigeria's environment and solutions to the threat of

insecurity.

2.9 meaning of Insecurities

There are several meanings associated with the term insecurities. It denotes
threat, risk, ambiguity, lack of security, and lack of protection. Insecurity is
described by Beland (2005) as "the state of fear or anxiety caused by a real or
perceived lack of protection. It speaks of a shortage or an inadequacy safety
against harm. This suggests that the absence of peace, order, and security is what
insecurity is Insecurity is defined by Achumba, Ighomeroho, and Akpor (2013)
from two angles. Firstly, Insecurity is the state of being vulnerable to danger,
where danger is the state of the quality of being vulnerable to danger or harm.
Furthermore, insecurity is a state of being. exposed to risk or anxiety, where

anxiety is a generalized negative emotion felt in the anticipation of bad luck.
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These descriptions of insecurity highlight a crucial point: those who are affected
by it .

They are not only unsure or unsure of what will happen, but they are also
exposed to threats and hazards as they manifest. People who are directly or
indirectly involved in business fulfill all possible human desires. Consequently,
commerce has assimilated into human culture specifically and the entire planet
generally. International Organization for Development

Security is defined as protection from covert and harmful disturbances of
daily activities (1994) in residences, workplaces, or communities, etc. This
suggests that security extends to guaranteeing the safety of people and their
property. According to Williams (2008), who views security from a
sociopolitical vantage point, security includes the freedom to pursue long-held
political and social goals. That argues that security is sociopolitical in nature
because political stability cannot exist without security, Social interactions will

subsequently be chaotic.
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2.10 Causes of insecurities

Numerous causes are said to have played a role on the level of insecurity in
Nigeria. Many learned academics have highlighted numerous factors that
contribute to insecurity in Nigeria, including opposing socioeconomic progress
and expansion (Ali, 2013; Okorie, 2011; Jega, 2002; Lewis, 2002; Achumba and
Akpor (2013); Salawu, 2010; Onyishi, 2011; Ezeoba, 2011). The smooth
operation of economic activities in Nigeria has been plagued by factors. They do

not just contain only includes the following:

Political Catch

In Nigeria, the emergence of several political parties has wreaked
devastation. This is due to the fact that most people do not fully understand the
ethics of politics. misunderstandings, revolts from Many politicians have met
their untimely demise thanks to various parties. Politics is a lottery game and not
"a business of Do or Die." For instance, a sudden power change occurred a few
years ago. due to the shift of South-South geopolitics away from the northern
hegemony, President Yar'adua's passing might be related to the initial high level

of unrest. adua resulted in an alteration of the northern perpetual claim on
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political power in Nigeria. In addition, the refutation of the North-South
agreement on rotational presidency within the People’s Democratic Party (PDP)
is also another major element, thus the death of Yar’Adua and the ascendancy of
Good luck Ebele Jonathan as the president disarrayed planned and articulated
political arrangement (Ferrell, 2012).

In addition, there is incessant rancor among political leaders even within
same party and rancor between the ruling party and the opposition parties. There
are also several economic related assassinations all over the nation which creates
problems to the nation’s economic growth and development.

Furthermore, there is the power inter-play and over-ambition of
politicians who willfully encourage the procurement of weapons in order to
pursue their inordinate political ambitions (Egbewole, 2013).

The struggle for political power, religious imposition and land disputes
and the lack of aid for victims or punishment for troublemakers, corrupt persons,
and the mismanagement of the economy have all fuelled tensions in the country,

Akonbede (2013). Tom (2012) maintained that three things are interwoven in
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Nigeria - religion, politics and ethnicity - and the three are beclouded with

corruption, poverty and insecurity.

Leadership/power Tussle

This factor has resulted in putting the square peg in a round hole. This
has deprived Nigerians the benefit of being administered by good leaders as most
of the political leaders are in office for their own selfish gains. Often, sadly,
these crops of political leaders oppress the citizens with the looted money, train
thugs and hooligans who later turn to armed robbers, kidnappers, drug pushers
etc when they are dumped by the politicians after elections thus constituting a

serious threat to national growth and development.

Unemployment/ Poverty Issue

The degree with which unemployed youths are roaming about the street
is alarming. These unemployed youths at present employ themselves by
engaging in illegal activities such as kidnapping, robbery, child abduction, and

other nefarious activities. As a result of the high level of unemployment and
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poverty among Nigerians, especially the youths, they are adversely attracted to
violent crime (Adagba, et al, 2012).

This is depicted by recent development in Anambra State where reports
by Fides (2018) unveiled a 70-year old farmer butchered by disgruntled, hunger-
infested and jobless youths residing in their villages owing to unemployment
palaver. Nwagbosa (2012) posits that the failure of successive administrations in
Nigeria to address challenges of poverty, unemployment and inequitable
distribution of wealth among ethnic nationalities is one major causes of
insecurity in the country. Unemployment has a severe negative implication on
sustainable and national development in Nigeria. Poverty also is a threat to
human existence and reduces a man to a perpetual state of infancy. International
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD, 2007) opines that despite Nigerian
huge resources and oil wealth, poverty is still rampant to the extent that the
country is ranked one of the 20th poorest countries in the world”. Indeed, over 70
percent of the population is classified as poor, with 35 percent living in abject

poverty (Andenrele, 2014).
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2.11 Types of insecurities

Kidnapping: The unlawful taking and carrying away of a person by force or
fraud, as well as the unlawful seizure and detention of a person against his will,
constitutes kidnapping, a criminal offense. The main goals of kidnapping are to
force the victim into involuntary servitude, expose him to further criminal
activity against him, or demand ransom in exchange for his safe return. More
recently, political revolutionaries or terrorists seeking concessions from a
government have turned to kidnapping for the purpose of extortion. It is regarded
as a serious offense everywhere and is subject to the death penalty or a lengthy
prison term.

Insurgency: Insurgency confined historically to rebellious actions that fell
short of a well-coordinated revolution. It has since been used to refer to any such
armed insurrection against the established administration of a state or nation,
which is often guerilla in nature.

Most people feel that Bolo haram are what's really causing the insurgency
in Niger. Insurgence is most believed that Bolo haram are the real cause of

insurgence, Nigeria has facing the ongoing battle with insurgents groups which
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the name Biko Haram was first mentioned in 2011, one of the largest Islamist
militants group in Africa has conducted terrorists attack in religious and political
group , local , police and the military as well as indiscriminately attacking
individuals in bus stations ,markets and villages

Banditry : Banditry is an organized kind of crime carried out by outlaws
that frequently involves the threat or use of force. An individual who practices
banditry is referred to as a bandit, and they typically engage in individual or
group extortion, robbery, and murder offenses. In current usage, the term
"banditry" can be used to refer to gangsterism, brigandage, marauding, and theft.
According to numerous studies, bandits are a diverse group of criminal
organizations that engage in widespread cattle rustling, sexual assault,
kidnapping, armed robberies, looting, and assaults on gold miners and traders,
primarily in northwest Nigeria. Bandit gangs are primarily made up of Fulani
and Hausa Nigerians since local conflicts between farmers and herders gave rise
to these criminal organizations. Additionally, the fact that the North West of
Nigeria shares a more than 900-kilometer international border with the Niger

Republic, which is badly policed, is responsible for the participation of non-
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Nigerians in bandit groups. Bandits work in separate clusters that are neither
cohesive nor have organized command systems, in contrast to militants, who are
often characterized by formalized structures and identities. Apart from
possibilities for theft, disputes between groups, and territorial disputes, these
gangs don't share much. These criminal gangs operate in rural areas, and their
bases are located deep in forests, which makes for excellent hiding places.

The Nigerian government has recently faced significant difficulties as a
result of insecurity and terrorism. Boko Haram's operations have caused deaths
and property losses throughout the nation, particularly in the northern region of
Nigeria. The burning of police stations and churches, the kidnapping of young
girls and women from schools, and suicide bombing attacks are just a few of
these crimes. Another significant issue with security in the nation has been
attacks by Fulani Herdsmen on some communities in the North and South, along
with kidnapping, rape, armed robbery, political unrest, murder, and destruction
of oil facilities. Nigeria has been named among one of the terrorist countries of
the world. Many Women are widows today. Children end up as orphans with no

future prospects. This has implications for national development.
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Government had made frantic efforts to tackle these challenges posed by
terrorism and insecurity in the country and put an end to it but the rate of
insurgency and insecurity is still alarming. Our attention has been drawn to
terrorism and security issues as a result of the events surrounding September 11,
2001 and other recent acts of terrorism around the world, particularly the current
wave of terrorism in Nigeria. Therefore, the challenges of insecurity and
terrorism on national development in Nigeria were empirically investigated in
this study. The study's coverage period runs from 1990 to 2012. Data for this
study came from the Central Bank of Nigeria's (CBN) statistical bulletin,
newspapers, and articles in linked journals on security-related topics. Terrorism
and insecurity have a detrimental effect on economic development, according to
study using the conventional least squares method. It forced the government to
switch funds intended for development to security votes.

spending by the government on security-related issues had a large and
beneficial influence on economic growth, indicating that spending on security-
related issues has helped to mitigate the adverse effects of terrorism and

insecurity despite the fact that security spending has a crowding-in effect on
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economic growth. This conclusion is consistent with research conducted in other
nations throughout the globe. Therefore, it is advised that the government declare
war on terrorism and enlist the aid of international organizations that have
previously faced a similar problem and overcame it. The Nigerian military needs
more weapons to combat this insurgency. To combat the threat of insecurity, the
government should step up security in the eastern and southern regions of the
nation. Building grazing areas or ranches for Fulani herdsmen who raise cattle is

necessary in all 50 states.

2.12 Empirical Studies

Journal of African studies and development (2012), Eneji Mathias Agri
and Godwin Eneji Agri Although the Buhari administration had earlier pledged
to eliminate Boko Haram, tensions and insecurity appear to have remained in
Nigeria, and the two groups now have unheard-of common foes. Conflict and
insecurity are major issues in Nigeria and West Africa that demand immediate
study attention. The administration has been overwhelmed by the cunning and
dynamism of crime; living conditions in Nigeria are certainly a nightmare in

terms of violence and insecurity. The main goal of this study is to explore and
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identify the socioeconomic effects and underlying causes of insecurity in Nigeria.
The survey research approach is used in this study to collect data from important
informants. Focus group discussions, interviews, and structured questionnaires
were used.

The linkert scale, straightforward percentages, statistical tables, and
charts were used to classify, categorize, and evaluate the questions. Due to
terrorism, kidnapping, ritual killings, cultism, corruption, injustice, poverty,
inflation, and poor governance, Nigeria has experienced an unprecedented wave
of insecurity. Conflict and insecurity have negatively impacted Nigeria's
socioeconomic situation. Insecurity and crime are the results of insecurity.

For the benefit of the poor, this study suggests inclusive growth and
participatory development. The underprivileged and rural populations should be
integrated into mainstream society through policies and initiatives.
developmental stage. To educate, expose, and speak out against insecurity,
people need to band together on a variety of levels and platforms, including
township unions, business associations, faith-based organizations, political
parties, professional groups, youth groups, village meetings, age groups,
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women's groups, groups for people with disabilities, groups for people with
albinism, groups for farmers, groups for traders, groups for students, etc.

This is so because everyone has an interest in security, and we are all impacted
by it.

Effects of insecurities in Nigeria the problems and relevance by nigeria
police (2017) delight, Omar's difficulties, and the usefulness of the Nigerian
police force as a cure-all.

The study bases its focus on the Nigerian police force on this assumption
in order to evaluate and determine efforts made and obstacles faced in providing
appropriate protection to Nigerians. The topic is crucial and pertinent at this time,
when Nigeria's standing as a free nation both internationally and domestically is
declining as a result of the pervasive insecurity that exists right now. The nation's
efforts to achieve socioeconomic progress and development have been hampered
by this. The report however, focuses on the causes and effect of insecurity in
Nigeria, reasons that have hampered the Nigerian police force in fulfilling its
statutory tasks and steps to be improved in order to increase security in Nigeria

and improve the performance of the Nigerian police force. This work also
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provided a historical timeline of Nigeria's insecurity. It also explores the scope of
the history, makeup, purpose, and goals of the Nigerian police force.
Furthermore, the study showed that the government's incapacity to address the
reasons of insecurity and propose solutions to these causes renders the Nigerian
police force irrelevant in terms of the security of the nation. This is exemplified
by the disparity and high rate of poverty that are currently present in the nation
despite its abundance.
2.15 Theoretical Framework

A theory is viewed as an effort to combine and integrate empirical data
for the most clarity and unification possible. A theory, in the words of Rudner,
cited in Folerin (1998), is a set of statements that are systematic related and
include some laws, such as generalization, that can be empirically tested. The
kind of systematic relatedness Rudner refers to is deductive relatedness.

Therefore, a theory is a combination of presumptions, claims, or
established facts that aims to offer a logical or plausible explanation of the cause

and effect (causal) link among a number of observed phenomena. According to
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Bragger (n.d.), a theory is a logical collection of concepts and ideas about how

the universe, or specific aspects of it, can be explained or understood.

Agenda setting Theory

In a study on the 1968 presidential election, Drs. Max McCombs and
Donald Shaw formally developed the agenda-setting theory. In their "Chapel Hill
study" from 1968, McCombs and Shaw found a significant correlation between
what 100 Chapel Hill, North Carolina, residents believed to be the most crucial
election issue and what both local and national news media reported to be that
issue. McCombs and Shaw assessed the extent to which the media influences
public opinion by comparing the salience of issues in news content with the
public's perceptions of the most crucial election issue.

Presidents are candidates for their own party before assuming the office
of the presidency. While the debates are typically limited to the Democratic and
Republican nominees, third party candidates may be invited, such as Ross Perot
in the 1992 debates. Nominees participate in nationally televised debates.

Candidates run nationwide campaigns to present their positions, persuade voters,
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and raise money. The modern electoral process is heavily focused on winning

swing states with regular trips and aggressive media campaigns.
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CHAPTER THREE: Research Methodology

3.1 Research Design

Content analysis research would be used as the design for this study.
Kerlinger (2000) cited in Asemah’s et al (2017) define content analysis as a
method of studying and analysis communication in a systematic, objective and

qualitative manner for the purpose of measuring variables.

This design method was adapted because the subject matter requires
analysis of editorial content on insecurity in Nigeria and the content analysis

technique is more appropriate.

3.2 Population of the Study

The study covers three newspapers which includes; Guardian, Punch and

Vanguard published across Nigeria. The study covers from June- August, 2021.

Hence, the editorials on insecurity of the three newspapers within the
three months formed the population of the study. The total edition is 276, thus,

the population study is 276.
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3.3 Sample Size

The three selected newspapers; the Guardian, Punch and Vanguard

newspapers are published daily. Therefore it would be time consuming to

analyse all 276 issues of the selected newspapers. Thus, a sample of 73 was

gotten using Taro Yamen’s formula.

Where n is sample size, N is population size, e is the error, for this study

the possible error is 0.1.

Taro Yamen’s formula;

Where n= desired sample size
N= population for study
I= theoritical constant

e= expected error margin.
Therefore;

n:
n:
n=73.

3.4 Sample Technique

The sampling adopted is purposive sampling, thus, is a great opportunity
for the researcher to arrive at a dependable result on which relevant

generalization could be made. Purposive sampling is a method in which the
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researcher uses his or her judgement to choose respondents and selects those that
best meet the purpose of the population of the study. Purposive is done
deliberately to represent the specific portion of the population, it is on basic that
this research use the selected newspapers, the Guardian, Punch and Vanguard

newspapers.

Also, simple random sampling technique was used to ensure each
newspaper has an equal chance of being selected in the population. 276 editions
from Monday till Friday, excluding weekends from the Guardian, Punch and
Vanguard, this is because weekends are mostly entertainment news from June to

August, 2021.

3.5 Research Instruments

Coding sheet was used in gathering data for this study, because coding in
content analysis is summary response into groups, reducing the number of
different response to make comparism earlier. The coding sheet was structured in
rows and columns to sampling the analysis of data obtained from the three

newspapers.
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3.6 Unit of Analysis
Unit of analysis is editorial, for this study we shall be using editorials on
insecurity in the three newspapers (the Guardian, Punch and Vanguard) will be

analysed.

3.7 Validation of Instrument

Validity of instrument is simply the degree of accuracy and subdirectory.
The instrument adopted for this research is coding sheet and it is valid because it
involves manifest of already documented newspapers content.

The instrument is valid because it was shown to an expert in the field of

communication.

3.8 Reliability of Instrument

Reliability of instrument is to make sure to double check the instrument if
it is valid and reliable. To ensure the reliability of instrument a study was
conducted on the editor of the newspaper to determine whether there were

editorial on insecurity. At the end, the instrument is reliable.
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3.9 Method of data Collection

In this course of the research work, data was gathered from secondary
source, the researcher used content analysis method, focusing on three
newspapers as case study which are; the Guardian, Punch and Vanguard
newspapers.

The researcher does this by carefully observing the newspaper’s content

documented in library and internet sources.

3.10 Method of Data Analysis

Data generated from the research were analysed the response categories
of information (unit of analysis) gathered from the selected newspapers. The data
collected would be presented in a tabular form and expressed in detailed writing
explaining in text. The analysis will be based on the information from the table

and findings based on the content analysis.
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CHAPTER FOUR: Date Presentation, Analysis and Discussion of Findings .

4.1 Date presentation/Analysis

This chapter is concerned with data analysis and presentation, as well as
discussion generated from the findings. “Textual analysis of Guardian, punch
and vanguard newspaper,

Table 1: Showing the additional of editorial on insecurities in select
Newspaper:

Newspaper Frequency Percentage
Guardian 8 40%
Punch 5 25%
Vanguard 7 35%

Total 20 100%

Source: Guardian, punch, vanguard, 2021

Table 1 shows media coverage of the three news paper publications of
editors relating to insecurity in Nigeria. Data was gotten from (20) editions of
newspaper within the period of study. (8) Which represents 40% was found in
Guardian newspaper, while (5) which represents 25% edition was found in punch

and (7) which represents 35% edition was also found in vanguard newspaper.
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Table 2: showing the Views of editors on the matter of insecurities

Insecurities Guardian Punch Vanguard
Insurgency 0 1 2
Banditry 2 1 2
Arms trafficking 0 1 0
Arms robbery 2 2 0
Boko Harram 0 0 2

Source: guardian, punch, vanguard, 2021

Table 2: shows the various views of editors on matter on insecurities

from June 2021 to August 2021.

Insurgency; Guardian (0) punch (1) vanguard (2) , Banditry; Guardian ( 2)
punch (1) vanguard (2) , Arms trafficking ; Guardian (0) punch (1) vanguard (0) ,

Arms robbery; Guardian ( 2) punch (2) vanguard (0) Boko harram ; Guardian (0)

punch (0) vanguard ( 2)

Frequency Guardian Punch Vanguard
June 2021 4 0 0

July 2021 1 3 4

August 2021 1 1 3

Source: Field Work, 2021

Table 3 shows the frequency of editorial comments on insecurities,

through June, July and August. June 2021, Guardian (4) punch (0) vanguard (0),
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July 2021, Guardian (1) punch (3) vanguard (4) and August 2021 , Guardian ( 1)

punch ( 1) Vanguard ( 3) .

Table 4: Editorials comments

Pattern Guardian Punch Vanguard

Praise editorial

Editorial of criticism

Narrative editorial

W=D

Editorial of entertainment

el L Ll L R k=)
—_— OO | ==

Editorial of interpretation | 2

Source: Guardian, punch, vanguard, 2021

Table 4. Shows the view of editors on matters of insecurities adopted by select .
Praise editorial; Guardian newspapers (1), punch newspapers (0), vanguard
newspapers (2). Editorial of criticism; Guardian newspapers (1) punch
newspapers (1) vanguard newspapers (5). Narrative editorial; Vanguard
newspapers (1), punch newspapers (1), Guardian newspapers (0). Editorial of
entertainment; Guardian newspapers (0) punch newspapers (1) vanguard
newspapers (3). Editorial of interpretation; Guardian newspapers (2) punch

newspapers (1) vanguard newspapers (1).
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4.3 Discussion of Findings

RQ 1: What are the views of editors on matters of insecurities in Nigeria?

The view of editors on insecurities matters in Nigeria Newspaper had covered
both stories of Insurgency, Banditry, Arms trafficking, Arms robbery, Boko

Haram

Source: The Guardian Newspaper, (20th August, 2021. Page 20)

“Fourth, traffic robbery and many cases types of urban crime are committed
largely by young people. A combination can be rightly blamed. Traffic robbery
in Lagos because, once again major news when the convoy of sanwo- olu ran
into some machete wielding youths in the act of robber in a citizen help up in the

characteristics traffics snarls of the city”.

The Guardian, mainly shared their focus on robbery especially traffic robbery ,
they see it as very unhealthy someone would have to go through the phase after a
stressful day , they believed these vices are mostly done by youth and this is

because of the level of unemployment in the county . They suggest government
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should work and look for possible means in getting the youth out of the street

and get their hands busy.

From the newspaper above the Sanwo-Olu ran into some machete

wielding youths while trying to rob a citizen catch on traffic.

Source: Vanguard Newspaper (28th July, 2021. Page 18).

“There is no way a government can approach the scale of security challenges we
are facing with double standards and expect win. All hands are not on deck.
Nigerians who feel unjustly treatment by the regime feel alienated. Apart the
perception that the federal government is not pursuing a pan. Nigeria agenda, but
an tunic one, cannot promote a United efforts, even among those in armed forces

and security agencies.”

The “Bandits “and armed herds, men are terrorist. They must be officially

declared for what they are and dealt within the language they understand.

Vanguard Newspaper write on Bandits who they also referred to as armed

herdsmen who they classified under the group of terrorist , they believe they
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should also be treated as the names implies and should be killed once they are
cut , they should face immediate penalties for their action . They see it as a

double standard approach to dealing with insecurity.

RQ2: How often does the newspaper feature editorial comments on
insecurities in Nigeria?

The results obtained from the study revealed important issues , first is
that the three newspapers ; Guardian punch and vanguard were not similar in
their reportage on insecurities issues. Secondly, the newspaper did not write on
insecurities issues like it’s happening rapidly in our society today. Thirdly, the

editorials were not written frequently.

Findings shows how often editorial comments on insecurity are featured in

Nigeria newspapers from June - August 2021,

June; Guardian (4) punch (0) vanguard (0)

July; Vanguard (4) punch (3) Guardian (1)

August; Vanguard (3) punch (1) Guardian (1)
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These numbers indicates how low insecurities editorials were written on Nigeria

selected newspapers

RQ 3: What pattern of comments on insecurity is adopted by Nigeria
Newspaper?

Pattern Guardian Punch Vanguard

Praise editorial

Editorial of criticism

Narrative editorial

W=D

Editorial of entertainment

el Ll el L R k=)
—_— OO | O ==

Editorial of interpretation | 2

Source: Guardian, punch, vanguard, 2021
The result obtained from the study the various pattern of comments on
insecurity by Nigeria Newspapers

Source: Vanguard Newspaper, 2 August, 2021.

“The Muhammad Buhari administration and of course the people of Nigeria, are
very fortunate that our traditional strategic partners ( Britain and the USA) are
now ready to assist us in tackling our multi-frontal insecurity challenges. We

welcome the arrival of six of the 12 light attack super Tucano planes which the
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Buhari regime purchased from the US. We also warmly receive the offer of

assistance by the US and UK governments.

This is a very comforting engagement because it raises the hope that the double
standards with which the Buhari government has approached our war against

insecurity will be curbed

The extracted comments on the Buhari regime and on the west in the help against
Nigeria insecurity. The comments speaks on how the Buhari government has
gone beyond to raise resources that would help on the fight against insecurity

with full joined forces with the western government.

Source: The guardian, (20th August, 2021. Page 16)

“For many residents of Lagos, traffic robbery is so common that news of it
hardly seize attention. This is a pity , for the real and potential victims; a shame
on the three levels of government that are constitutionally required to secure the
life and property of the citizens but are falling , glaringly, in their duty. Yet, as
long as vehicular traffic remains highly endangered. The state government must

therefore address the issues from a multi dimensional perspective. “
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“ Traffic robbery in Lagos became , once against major news when the convoy
of sanwo - olu ran into some machete wielding youths in the act of robbing a

citizen held in traffic’ .

This editorial is about criticism, the editors criticize the government for being
relax about the issue of traffic robbery, it rather unhealthy and the public has
been seem to care less taking the traffic robbing as one of those things that

happens in a life of a citizen.

This editorial calls on the government and the security forces who has failed in

performing their duties to the citizens.
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CHAPTER FIVE Summary, Conclusion and Recommendations

5.1 Summary of findings

The findings from this research shows that:

1. The prominence given to insecurity editorial by print media was very low
because of the editorial appeared once or twice in a month

2. Also , majority of editorials were praise on the government on how they
were handing the matters on insecurity and not how the issues was
affecting the nation

3. Many editorial were written as thoughts of ideas of editors and were not
revealing how the insecurity has affected the nation

4. Findings also showed that the editors do not involve in the writing of

insecurity editorials on the newspaper.

5.2 Conclusion

The findings above made it clear that the guardian, punch and vanguard

newspaper did not pay attention to insecurity editorial, compared to other issues
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published during the period of the study . The prominence given to insecurity
editorials were low, editors in the three newspapers did not seem to see the story
as very paramount to be taken with much importance as other issues affecting the

country.

Therefore, the press to set agenda for the public was achieved but on a low

frequency based on the data / information collected within the period of the study.

5.3 Recommendations

In other to be more efficient in the editorial of insecurity matters , there are

recommended:

1. With the high level of insecurity facing the nation on a daily, a fair
amount of space should be give to feature editorial article on the study

2. Editors should show more interest in insecurities matters

3. Editors should give detailed reports even while they also share their
views on the matter with detailed analytical and interpretation reports

4. Newspaper houses should increase the interest and commitment to report

consistently issues facing the country
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5. Also, editors should write in a way that everyone understands even the

common man and make the audience have a positive insight on the issues.
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COD1:
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Coding sheet showing the editions of editorial on insecurities in select

newspaper.

Newspaper

Frequency

percentage

Guardian

Punch

Vanguard

Total

COD2

Coding sheet showing the views of editors on matters of insecurities in select

Newspaper

Insecurities

Guardian

Punch

Vanguard

Insurgency

Banditry

Arms trafficking

Arms robbery

Boko haram

COD3:

Coding sheet showing the frequency of Editorial comments on insecurities in

select Newspaper

Frequency

Guardian

Punch

vanguard

June2021

July, 2021

August, 2021

COD4
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Coding sheet showing the pattern of Editorial comments on insecurity
adopted by select Nigeria Newspaper

Pattern Vanguard Punch Guardian

Praise editorial

Editorial of criticism

Narrative editorial

Editorial of entertainment

Editorial of interpretation
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Double standard approach to
dealing with insecurity
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