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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the efficacy of mycofiltration using Pleurotus ostreatus (oyster
mushroom) for treating urban wastewater from drainage channels in Adolor market, Ugbowo,
Benin City, Nigeria. Wastewater samples were collected, passed through a sawdust-based
mycofilter colonized by P. ostreatus, and analyzed for microbial and physicochemical
parameters before and after treatment. Results revealed near-complete microbial removal in
treated effluent, with 91.24-100% reduction in total heterotrophic bacteria, 95.60-100% in fungi,
and 100% in coliforms (p < .001). Physicochemical analysis included 93.02% BOD reduction,
89.00% COD reduction, 86.99% total nitrogen, 91.81% phosphorus, and 71.05-95.19% for
heavy metals and oil/grease, with dissolved oxygen increasing by 76.19%. Treated water
complied with WHO/NIS standards for all parameters except iron (0.45 mg/L > 0.3 mg/L). The
use of locally sourced substrates underscores mycofiltration’s cost-effectiveness and
sustainability. Findings confirm P. ostreatus mycofiltration as a viable, eco-friendly solution for
urban wastewater management in resource-limited settings, supporting Sustainable Development
Goal 6.



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Water is essential for life, ecosystems and socio-economic development; however, its quality is
increasingly compromised by pollution, particularly in urban areas of developing nations such as
Nigeria. According to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), approximately 80%
of global wastewater is discharged untreated into water bodies, contributing to environmental
degradation, loss of biodiversity and public health crises. In Nigeria, a country with a population
exceeding 200 million, wastewater management is a pressing challenge, with only 10-20% of
urban areas equipped with adequate sewage systems. This untreated wastewater contains a
complex mix of contaminants, including heavy metals (e.g., lead, cadmium and iron), organic
pollutants (e.g., oils, pesticides and detergents), pathogens (e.g., Escherichia coli and
Salmonella), nutrients (e.g., nitrates and phosphates) and emerging contaminants such as
pharmaceuticals, personal care products, and microplastics. These pollutants lead to
eutrophication, contamination of drinking water sources and increased prevalence of waterborne

diseases such as cholera and typhoid.

Conventional wastewater treatment technologies such as activated sludge, membrane filtration
and chemical precipitation, are effective for certain pollutants but face significant limitations in
resource-constrained settings. These methods are energy-intensive, require substantial capital
investment and generate secondary waste streams, such as sludge which pose disposal challenges
(Epelle et al., 2022). Additionally, they are often ineffective against recalcitrant and emerging
contaminants like pharmaceuticals and microplastics which persist in the environment and

bioaccumulate in food chains. In Nigeria, the high costs and technical expertise required for



these systems make them impractical for many urban and rural communities, exacerbating water

pollution and its associated risks (Corpus et al., 2024).

Mycofiltration, a bioremediation technique utilizing fungal mycelium, offers a sustainable, cost-
effective and eco-friendly alternative for wastewater treatment. Fungal species such as Pleurotus
ostreatus (oyster mushroom), Trametes versicolor (turkey tail) and Stropharia rugoso-annulata
(king stropharia) produce extracellular enzymes (e.g., laccases, peroxidases) and organic acids
that degrade or adsorb a wide range of pollutants. Studies, such as those by Paul Stamets, have
demonstrated mycofiltration’s efficacy, achieving up to 88% reduction in biological oxygen
demand (BOD), 86% removal of total nitrogen and significant reductions in pathogens like E.
coli in stormwater systems (Pundir et al., 2024). Mycofiltration’s versatility allows it to treat
diverse wastewater types, including domestic sewage, industrial effluents, agricultural runoff and
urban stormwater. Its use of locally available substrates such as agricultural waste (e.g., sawdust,
cassava peels, palm waste), makes it particularly suitable for resource-constrained regions like

Nigeria (Epelle ef al., 2022).

In Ugbowo, Benin City, Edo State, wastewater pollution is a critical issue due to rapid
urbanization, population growth and inadequate waste management infrastructure. The area
generates wastewater from households, markets, abattoirs, small-scale industries and institutional
facilities like the University of Benin. Untreated wastewater is often discharged into drainage
systems and local water bodies, such as the Ikpoba River, leading to environmental and public
health challenges. Mycofiltration’s potential to address these issues, combined with its
affordability and adaptability, positions it as a promising solution for Ugbowo and similar urban

areas in Nigeria. This study explores mycofiltration’s application in treating Ugbowo’s



wastewater, integrating local resources and complementary bioremediation methods to promote

sustainable water management (Adekola et al., 2021).

1.2 STUDY AREA

The study is conducted in Ugbowo, a prominent urban community in Benin City, the capital of
Edo State, Nigeria. Located in the Egor Local Government Area, Ugbowo is a bustling area
known for hosting the University of Benin and its teaching hospital, as well as numerous
residential estates, markets (e.g., Ugbowo Market) and small-scale industries. The area is
characterized by dense population, commercial activities and educational institutions,
contributing to significant wastewater generation from domestic, institutional and industrial
sources. Key sources of wastewater in Ugbowo include household sewage, market effluents,
abattoir waste, institutional runoff from the University of Benin and urban stormwater,

particularly during the rainy season (Karman et al., 2015).

Ugbowo’s environmental challenges are ex acerbated by poor wastewater management
infrastructure. The Edo State Waste Management Board primarily focuses on solid waste
collection and disposal to dumpsites like those in Ugbowo and Iqueniro, with limited capacity
for wastewater treatment. Untreated wastewater is often discharged into open drains or the
Ikpoba River, which flows through Benin City. A 2019 study on drinking water quality in
Ugbowo revealed microbiological contamination in some potable water sources, likely due to
cross-contamination from untreated wastewater, highlighting public health risks. Additionally,
seasonal flooding along major roads like Uselu-Ugbowo Road is worsened by clogged drainage
systems filled with solid waste and wastewater, causing economic disruptions and health hazards

(Bogler et al., 2020).



The Ikpoba River, a critical water body in Benin City, receives significant pollution from
Ugbowo’s wastewater, leading to high BOD, low dissolved oxygen and microbial contamination,
which affect aquatic ecosystems and downstream communities reliant on the river for fishing and
domestic use. The prevalence of plastic waste in Ugbowo also introduces microplastics into the
wastewater stream while pharmaceuticals from the University of Benin Teaching Hospital and
local clinics contribute to emerging contaminants. Ugbowo’s tropical climate, with high
humidity and temperatures ranging from 25-35°C, supports fungal growth, making it an ideal
setting for mycofiltration. Locally available agricultural waste such as cassava peels, sawdust

and palm waste, further enhances the feasibility of implementing mycofiltration in this area.

1.3 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Ugbowo, Benin City, faces severe wastewater management challenges due to rapid urbanization,
population growth and inadequate infrastructure. The area generates substantial wastewater from
households, markets, abattoirs, small-scale industries and institutional facilities like the
University of Benin. Much of this wastewater is discharged untreated into open drains, streets or
the Ikpoba River, leading to environmental pollution and public health risks. A 2019 study on
Ugbowo’s drinking water quality reported microbiological contamination in some sources, likely
due to untreated wastewater, increasing the risk of waterborne diseases like cholera and typhoid.
Seasonal flooding, exacerbated by clogged drains filled with solid waste and wastewater, causes
traffic congestion, economic losses and health hazards along major roads like Uselu-Ugbowo

Road.

Conventional wastewater treatment systems are largely absent in Ugbowo, with the Edo State
Waste Management Board focusing primarily on waste disposal rather than treatment.

Technologies like activated sludge or membrane filtration are cost-prohibitive and require



reliable electricity and skilled personnel, which are often unavailable. These systems also
struggle to address emerging contaminants like pharmaceuticals (from hospitals and clinics) and
microplastics (from plastic waste prevalent in Ugbowo’s markets and streets), which persist in
the environment. The lack of affordable, sustainable and locally adaptable treatment options

leaves Ugbowo’s water bodies and communities vulnerable to pollution (Izah and Ogwu, 2025).

Mycofiltration offers a potential solution by using fungal mycelium to treat diverse wastewater
types. However, its application in Ugbowo is underexplored, with limited data on its
effectiveness against local contaminants, optimal fungal species and scalability in a tropical
urban setting. Challenges such as low community awareness, limited funding and variability in
wastewater composition further complicate its adoption. This study seeks to address these gaps
by evaluating mycofiltration’s efficacy, feasibility and potential to provide a sustainable

wastewater treatment solution for Ugbowo (Chen ef al., 2025).

1.4 JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY

This study is justified on several important grounds. Firstly, it addresses environmental
protection, as Ugbowo’s untreated wastewater pollutes the Ikpoba River and local drainage
systems, posing threats to aquatic life and downstream communities. Mycofiltration offers a
sustainable method to reduce pollutants such as heavy metals, pathogens and microplastics,
thereby improving water quality and supporting biodiversity. Secondly, the study promotes
public health improvement by targeting the removal of pathogens and toxic contaminants that
contribute to the high incidence of waterborne diseases in Ugbowo. Furthermore, it offers socio-
economic benefits, as mycofiltration relies on affordable and locally available materials such as

cassava peels and sawdust, making it suitable for low-income households, markets and small



industries while also promoting a circular economy through the reuse of agricultural waste

(WeiBert et al., 2025).

Additionally, the community empowerment potential of this method is significant. Due to its
simplicity, mycofiltration can be implemented at the grassroots level, encouraging community
participation and increasing awareness about waste management something currently lacking in
Ugbowo. The study is also policy-relevant, aligning with Nigeria’s Climate Change Act 2021
and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation). It
provides data that can guide policymakers in adopting eco-friendly wastewater management
strategies in urban settings. Finally, the research makes a valuable contribution to knowledge by
addressing a gap in African-specific research on mycofiltration, offering useful insights for
researchers, environmental engineers, and local authorities in Benin City and beyond. The
findings are expected to benefit stakeholders such as the Edo State Waste Management Board,
the University of Benin, local communities and small-scale industries, supporting broader efforts
toward sustainable water management and environmental resilience in Nigeria (Nwinyi ef al.,

2020).

1.5 AIM OF THE STUDY
The aim of this study is to investigate the potential of mycofiltration as a sustainable and cost-
effective technology for treating wastewater in Ugbowo, Benin City in order to improve water

quality, protect public health and promote environmental sustainability.

1.6 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
1. To examine the biological, chemical and physical mechanisms of mycofiltration in
removing contaminants, including heavy metals, organic pollutants, pathogens, nutrients,

pharmaceuticals and microplastics, from wastewater in Ugbowo.

6



To evaluate the effectiveness of mycofiltration in treating diverse wastewater types in
Ugbowo, such as domestic sewage, market effluents, abattoir waste, institutional runoff
and urban stormwater.

To identify optimal fungal species (e.g., Pleurotus ostreatus, Trametes versicolor,
Ganoderma lucidum) and locally available substrates (e.g., sawdust, cassava peels, palm
waste) for mycofiltration under Ugbowo’s environmental conditions.

To explore the integration of mycofiltration with other bioremediation techniques, such
as phytoremediation or constructed wetlands, to enhance wastewater treatment efficiency
in Ugbowo.

To assess the socio-economic and environmental benefits of mycofiltration, including its
affordability, community engagement potential and alignment with Nigeria’s sustainable

development goals.



CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 INTRODUCTION

Mycofiltration, a bioremediation technique that utilizes fungal mycelium, has emerged as a
sustainable and cost-effective method for treating contaminated water. In urban areas such as
Ugbowo, Benin City, drainage water comprising urban stormwater, domestic sewage, market
effluents and institutional runoff poses significant environmental and public health challenges
due to its discharge into the Ikpoba River. Akpaja and Olorunfemi (2014) highlighted the
potential of mycofiltration in bioremediating contaminated water sources, providing a foundation
for its application to drainage water. This chapter reviews the theoretical framework,
mechanisms and effectiveness of mycofiltration, focusing on treating drainage water
contaminants in Ugbowo, such as heavy metals, organic pollutants, pathogens, nutrients and
emerging contaminants (e.g., pharmaceuticals and microplastics). It also examines local
wastewater issues, identifies research gaps and synthesizes global and Nigerian studies to guide

the project (Akpaja and Olorunfemi, 2014).

Water, a fundamental resource for human survival, ecosystem stability and economic
development, faces unprecedented threats from pollution in the 21st century, a challenge that has
escalated with rapid urbanization, industrialization and population growth worldwide. The
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) estimates that approximately 80% of global
wastewater is discharged untreated into rivers, lakes and oceans, contributing to the degradation

of aquatic ecosystems, the spread of waterborne diseases and the exacerbation of water scarcity,
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particularly in developing nations. This global crisis is mirrored in Nigeria, where only 10-20%
of urban areas have access to functional sewage systems, leaving vast quantities of wastewater,
including drainage water, to pollute local water bodies and threaten public health. In this context,
innovative and sustainable wastewater treatment technologies have become imperative to address
these pressing environmental and humanitarian concerns, prompting the exploration of

bioremediation techniques such as mycofiltration.

Mycofiltration, a subset of mycoremediation, harnesses the natural capabilities of fungal
mycelium the intricate, thread-like network of fungi to filter, degrade, and detoxify contaminated
water. This technology has its roots in the pioneering work of mycologists like Paul Stamets,
who, since the early 2000s, has advocated for the use of fungi to remediate environmental
pollutants, including those found in wastewater. Unlike conventional treatment methods such as
activated sludge processes or membrane filtration, which are energy-intensive, costly, and often
ineffective against emerging contaminants like microplastics and pharmaceuticals, mycofiltration
offers a low-cost, eco-friendly alternative. It leverages the fungi’s ability to secrete extracellular
enzymes—such as laccases, peroxidases, and cellulases—that break down complex organic
compounds, adsorb heavy metals through biosorption, and neutralize pathogens, making it a
versatile solution for diverse wastewater types. Over the past two decades, research has
expanded its applications from rural drinking water treatment to urban stormwater management,
industrial effluents and agricultural runoff, with studies reporting impressive pollutant removal
efficiencies, such as up to 88% reduction in biological oxygen demand (BOD) and 90% removal

of fecal coliform bacteria.

In the specific context of Ugbowo, Benin City, Edo State, Nigeria, drainage water presents a

critical challenge that underscores the need for such innovative technologies. Ugbowo, a densely



populated urban area hosting the University of Benin, markets, abattoirs and residential zones,
generates significant volumes of drainage water—comprising stormwater, domestic sewage,
market effluents, and institutional runoff—that flows through open drains into the Ikpoba River.
This drainage water is laden with a complex mix of contaminants, including organic matter
(measured as BOD and chemical oxygen demand [COD]), pathogens like Escherichia coli,
heavy metals from urban runoff and industrial activities, nutrients from agricultural waste, and
emerging pollutants such as pharmaceuticals from the University Teaching Hospital and
microplastics from widespread plastic waste. The untreated discharge of this water into the
Ikpoba River has led to severe environmental degradation, including high BOD levels, low
dissolved oxygen, and microbial contamination, which threaten aquatic ecosystems and
downstream communities reliant on the river for fishing and domestic use. Moreover, seasonal
flooding along major roads like Uselu-Ugbowo Road, exacerbated by clogged drains filled with
solid waste and wastewater, amplifies health risks and economic losses, highlighting the urgency

of effective wastewater management solutions.

The relevance of mycofiltration to Ugbowo’s drainage water lies in its adaptability to local
conditions and resources. The region’s tropical climate, with temperatures ranging from 25-35°C
and high humidity, is conducive to fungal growth, while the abundance of agricultural
byproducts like sawdust, cassava peels, and palm waste provides readily available substrates for
mycofiltration systems. This aligns with the technology’s potential to support a circular economy,
transforming waste into a resource for water treatment. Furthermore, the socio-economic context
of Ugbowo, characterized by low-income communities, limited infrastructure and inadequate
waste management practices as managed by the Edo State Waste Management Board,

underscores the need for affordable, community-driven solutions. Mycofiltration’s simplicity and
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low operational costs make it a promising candidate, yet its application in Ugbowo remains
underexplored, with few studies addressing the specific contaminants and conditions of urban

drainage water in this region.

This literature review synthesizes global and local research on mycofiltration, drawing on studies
that have tested its efficacy across various wastewater types, to evaluate its potential for treating
drainage water in Ugbowo. It examines the mechanisms of pollutant removal, the suitability of
fungal species and substrates, and the integration with other bioremediation techniques, while
considering the environmental, health and socio-economic implications. The review also
identifies critical research gaps, such as the limited data on mycofiltration’s performance in
tropical urban settings, its effectiveness against emerging contaminants and its scalability for
community adoption, which this study seeks to address. By grounding the discussion in
Ugbowo’s unique challenges pollution of the Ikpoba River, flooding and public health risks this
chapter provides a robust foundation for assessing mycofiltration as a sustainable wastewater
treatment strategy, contributing to both local and global efforts to achieve clean water and

sanitation goals

2.2 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK OF MYCOFILTRATION

2.2.1 Theoretical Framework of Mycofiltration

The theoretical foundation of mycofiltration is rooted in the remarkable biological and chemical
versatility of fungal mycelium, which acts as a dynamic biofilter and degradation system. Fungi,
as heterotrophic organisms, secrete a diverse array of extracellular enzymes laccases,
peroxidases, cellulases and manganese peroxidases that catalyze the breakdown of complex
organic pollutants, such as hydrocarbons, pesticides and detergents, into simpler, less toxic

compounds that can be assimilated into the environment or further metabolized (Stamets, 2005).
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This enzymatic action is complemented by biosorption, a process where the mycelium’s cell
walls, rich in chitin and other polysaccharides with negatively charged sites, adsorb heavy metals
like lead, cadmium, and iron, effectively sequestering them from the water column. Additionally,
bioaccumulation allows fungi to internalize certain contaminants into their biomass, while
biodegradation transforms organic matter into carbon dioxide, water, and biomass, offering a
holistic treatment approach. These mechanisms, first systematically explored by Akpaja and
Olorunfemi (2014) in the context of rural Nigerian water sources, underscore mycofiltration’s

potential to tackle the multifaceted contaminant profile of drainage water.

The efficacy of mycofiltration is modulated by a complex interplay of factors, including the
selection of fungal species, the composition and availability of substrates and the environmental
conditions of the treatment site. Akpaja and Olorunfemi (2014) demonstrated that Pleurotus
species, adapted to tropical climates, thrived on sawdust substrates, achieving a 70-80%
reduction in toxicity from heavy metal-contaminated water, a testament to the technology’s
adaptability. Environmental variables such as pH, with an optimal range of 4-6 to enhance
enzymatic activity, temperature (ideally 25-35°C to support fungal metabolism) and oxygen
availability play pivotal roles in determining performance (Mnkandla ef al., 2024). In the context
of Ugbowo’s drainage water, which varies in composition due to seasonal rainfall, urban runoff,
and domestic inputs, this framework suggests that mycofiltration can be optimized through
careful management of these parameters, such as pH adjustment and aeration, to maximize

contaminant removal and ensure long-term sustainability.

2.3 MYCOFILTRATION MECHANISMS AND EFFECTIVENESS
The effectiveness of mycofiltration is a product of its sophisticated multi-mechanism approach,

validated across a wide range of wastewater types and environmental conditions. Akpaja and
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Olorunfemi (2014) conducted a groundbreaking study in rural Nigeria, demonstrating that
Pleurotus species reduced toxicity in drinking water sources contaminated with heavy metals by
70—-80%, attributing this success to the synergistic effects of enzymatic degradation, which broke
down organic toxins, and biosorption, which immobilized metals onto mycelial surfaces. This
foundational work has been expanded globally, with Thomas et al. (2009) reporting a 90%
reduction in fecal coliform bacteria and significant decreases in nitrogen and phosphorus levels
in stormwater runoff treated with Stropharia rugoso-annulata in the Dungeness watershed,
Washington, highlighting its prowess against microbial and nutrient pollution. These findings are
particularly relevant to Ugbowo’s drainage water, where pathogen loads from markets and

abattoirs and nutrient runoff from agricultural inputs are prevalent.

Further evidence of mycofiltration’s versatility comes from Mehta ef al. (2017), who found that
Pleurotus ostreatus achieved an 88% reduction in BOD and 86% removal of total nitrogen in
slaughterhouse wastewater, a composition analogous to Ugbowo’s drainage water due to its high
organic content from similar sources. Mnkandla ef al. (2024) added a layer of specificity by
showing that Pleurotus ostreatus removed 70-80% of iron (III) and imidacloprid (a pesticide)
from aqueous solutions through a combination of biosorption and biodegradation, with treated
water exhibiting no toxicity to the freshwater snail Helisoma duryi, suggesting a safe and
effective approach for heavy metal remediation in Ugbowo’s urban runoff. The treatment of
emerging contaminants, such as pharmaceuticals and microplastics, remains a frontier of
research, though Khatri and Tyagi (2015) indicate that Trametes versicolor’s laccase enzymes
can degrade certain pharmaceutical compounds, while preliminary studies suggest mycelium
may physically entrap microplastic particles, offering a potential avenue for Ugbowo’s drainage

water, which is tainted by hospital effluents and plastic waste. These collective findings
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underscore mycofiltration’s broad applicability, though its performance against such novel

pollutants requires further validation in tropical urban settings.

2.4 APPLICATION TO DRAINAGE WATER IN UGBOWO

Drainage water in Ugbowo represents a complex and dynamic wastewater matrix, reflecting the
area’s multifaceted urban fabric and posing significant environmental and public health
challenges. Ezenweani and Ezenweani (2019) documented alarming levels of microbiological
contamination in Ugbowo’s drinking water sources, with E. coli concentrations exceeding World
Health Organization safety thresholds, a direct consequence of untreated drainage water
infiltrating local aquifers and surface water bodies. The Ikpoba River, a vital waterway receiving
runoff from Ugbowo’s open drain network, bears the brunt of this pollution, exhibiting high
BOD that depletes oxygen levels, low dissolved oxygen that threatens fish and other aquatic
organisms, and elevated heavy metal concentrations from urban and industrial sources, as noted
by Orhorhoro et al. (2015). This degradation impacts downstream communities dependent on the
river for fishing, irrigation, and domestic purposes, amplifying the need for effective treatment
solutions. Akpaja and Olorunfemi (2014) demonstrated mycofiltration’s potential in rural water
treatment, a principle that can be extended to Ugbowo’s urban drainage context, where similar

contaminant pressures exist.

Global research on urban stormwater, a primary component of drainage water, provides a robust
parallel. Thomas et al. (2009) showcased mycofiltration’s success in removing pathogens and

nutrients from stormwater in the United States, a process directly applicable to Ugbowo’s
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seasonal flooding along Uselu-Ugbowo Road, where clogged drains exacerbate pollution and
health risks. The presence of pharmaceuticals, emanating from the University of Benin Teaching
Hospital, and microplastics, derived from the ubiquitous plastic waste in Ugbowo’s markets and
streets, introduces emerging contaminants that conventional treatments struggle to address.
While Khatri and Tyagi (2015) suggest that Trametes versicolor can degrade pharmaceuticals
and early research indicates mycelial entrapment of microplastics, these applications remain
underexplored in Ugbowo’s specific climatic and socio-economic context, offering a rich area

for investigation to enhance local water quality and public health outcomes.

2.5 FUNGAL SPECIES AND LOCAL SUBSTRATES

The selection of fungal species and substrates is a cornerstone of mycofiltration’s success, with
Akpaja and Olorunfemi (2014) laying the groundwork by employing Pleurotus species with
sawdust substrates to achieve significant contaminant reduction in rural Nigeria. This approach is
highly transferable to Ugbowo, where Pleurotus ostreatus stands out for its prolific enzyme
production laccases and peroxidases that degrades organic pollutants and adsorbs heavy metals,
as validated by Mehta et al. (2017). Trametes versicolor offers a specialized advantage for
pharmaceutical degradation due to its potent laccase activity, a finding supported by Khatri and
Tyagi (2015), while Stropharia rugoso-annulata excels in pathogen removal, as demonstrated by
Thomas et al. (2009) in stormwater applications. These species, adaptable to tropical
environments, can be cultivated using locally available substrates, which are abundant in
Ugbowo due to its agricultural and commercial activities. Sawdust from timber processing,
cassava peels from food markets, and palm waste from oil extraction provide nutrient-rich, cost-
effective media that support fungal growth and enhance pollutant removal efficiency (Orhorhoro

et al., 2015).
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Ugbowo’s tropical climate, with temperatures of 25-35°C and high humidity, creates an optimal
environment for fungal proliferation, though the variable pH and oxygen levels in drainage water
ranging from neutral due to urban runoff to alkaline from domestic inputs—require careful
management. Mnkandla et al. (2024) found that acidic conditions (pH 4—6) significantly boost
enzymatic activity, suggesting that pH adjustments or the addition of buffering agents could
optimize performance in Ugbowo’s diverse drainage conditions. Aeration systems, potentially
powered by low-cost solar solutions given the region’s sunlight availability, could further
enhance oxygen levels, ensuring robust fungal metabolism and contaminant degradation. This
localized adaptation, leveraging Ugbowo’s natural resources and climatic advantages, positions

mycofiltration as a practical and sustainable solution.

2.6 INTEGRATION WITH OTHER BIOREMEDIATION TECHNIQUES

Mycofiltration’s potential can be significantly enhanced through integration with other
bioremediation strategies, a concept Akpaja and Olorunfemi (2014) proposed as part of a holistic
treatment framework to maximize water quality improvements. Combining Pleurotus ostreatus
with phytoremediation, using plants like Phragmites australis or Typha latifolia that absorb
nutrients and heavy metals, can create a synergistic effect, as demonstrated by Khatri and Tyagi
(2015) in wetland systems. Constructed wetlands, which mimic natural filtration processes, can
further complement mycofiltration by providing a stable habitat for fungal growth and additional
pollutant uptake, particularly for nutrients like nitrates and phosphates prevalent in Ugbowo’s
drainage water. In Ugbowo, where drainage channels are often naturally vegetated with local
grasses and reeds, these hybrid systems could leverage existing ecosystems, reducing

implementation costs and enhancing treatment efficiency.
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However, the application of such integrated approaches in African urban contexts remains
largely uncharted, with most research conducted in temperate regions like Europe and North
America. The tropical climate, variable water flow due to seasonal rains, and socio-economic
constraints in Ugbowo introduce unique variables that require tailored design and testing. For
instance, the integration could involve layering mycelial mats with wetland plants in constructed
basins along Ugbowo’s drain network, a strategy that could mitigate flooding while treating
contaminants. This underexplored synergy offers a fertile ground for innovation, enabling this
study to contribute novel insights to the global bioremediation field while addressing Ugbowo’s

specific needs.

2.7 WASTEWATER CHALLENGES IN UGBOWO AND NIGERIA

Nigeria’s wastewater management landscape is fraught with systemic challenges, reflecting
broader issues in developing nations. Edokpayi et al. (2017) report that only 10-20% of urban
areas, including Benin City, have access to functional sewage systems, a statistic that
underscores the reliance on open drainage and informal disposal practices. In Ugbowo, the Edo
State Waste Management Board’s primary focus on solid waste collection and transportation to
dumpsites like those in Ugbowo and Iqueniro leaves drainage water untreated, resulting in the
pollution of the Ikpoba River with organic matter, pathogens and heavy metals (Orhorhoro et al.,
2015). Conventional treatment methods, such as activated sludge or membrane filtration, are
prohibitively expensive and energy-intensive, requiring consistent electricity and skilled
personnel—resources that are scarce in Ugbowo due to frequent power outages and limited
technical expertise (Akpor et al., 2014). This infrastructure deficit is compounded by low public
awareness of waste management, as noted by Ezenweani and Ezenweani (2019), who found that

indiscriminate dumping exacerbates drainage blockages and flooding.
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The challenge is further complicated by the presence of emerging contaminants, such as
pharmaceuticals from the University of Benin Teaching Hospital and microplastics from the
region’s plastic waste, which conventional systems struggle to remove due to their persistence
and small particle size. Akpaja and Olorunfemi (2014) highlight similar resource constraints in
rural Nigeria, a pattern that extends to urban areas like Ugbowo, where the lack of affordable and
scalable treatment options perpetuates environmental degradation and public health risks. The
seasonal flooding along Uselu-Ugbowo Road, driven by clogged drains, amplifies these issues,
creating breeding grounds for disease vectors and economic disruptions, necessitating a

paradigm shift toward sustainable, locally adapted solutions like mycofiltration.

2.8 RESEARCH GAPS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Despite the compelling evidence of mycofiltration’s effectiveness, as emphasized by Akpaja and
Olorunfemi (2014) who advocated for expanded research into its scalability and broader
application across diverse water types, significant knowledge gaps persist, particularly in the
context of Ugbowo’s drainage water. The scientific literature reveals a pronounced scarcity of
studies specifically tailored to urban Nigerian settings, where drainage water from markets,
abattoirs, and institutional sources presents a unique and complex contaminant profile, leaving a
critical void that this study seeks to address with localized insights. This gap is compounded by
the limited exploration of mycofiltration’s efficacy against emerging contaminants such as
microplastics and pharmaceuticals, which are increasingly prevalent in Ugbowo’s drainage
systems due to plastic waste accumulation and hospital effluents, despite preliminary indications
from species like Trametes versicolor that laccase enzymes may offer a solution (Khatri & Tyagi,
2015). The long-term performance and scalability of mycofiltration in tropical climates like

Ugbowo’s, characterized by high humidity, seasonal flooding and variable water chemistry,
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remain poorly documented, presenting a substantial barrier to its practical deployment that

requires rigorous investigation to ensure reliability and efficiency.

Moreover, the socio-economic dynamics of Ugbowo introduce additional challenges and
opportunities, as the low awareness and technical expertise among local communities, as
documented by Ezenweani and Ezenweani (2019), hinder widespread adoption, yet open a
pathway for innovative community-driven models that could empower residents and enhance
project sustainability. The lack of infrastructure and funding further complicates implementation,
suggesting an opportunity to leverage Ugbowo’s abundant local substrates and tropical climate to
develop cost-effective, scalable systems. This study is poised to bridge these gaps by conducting
a targeted evaluation of mycofiltration’s performance on Ugbowo’s drainage water, utilizing
indigenous fungal species and substrates, and exploring integrated approaches to overcome the
identified limitations, thereby contributing valuable data to both local wastewater management
and the global bioremediation discourse.Mycofiltration relies on the biological and chemical
capabilities of fungal mycelia to purify water. Akpaja and Olorunfemi (2014) emphasized that
fungi, particularly Pleurotus species, produce extracellular enzymes such as laccases and
peroxidases, which degrade organic pollutants into simpler compounds. Mycelium also employs
biosorption, adsorbing heavy metals and other contaminants onto its cell walls and
bioaccumulation, where pollutants are internalized into fungal biomass (Stamets, 2005). This
multi-mechanism approach is effective for treating complex wastewater, including drainage

water, which contains a mixture of organic matter, pathogens and inorganic pollutants.

The efficiency of this process is influenced by the fungal species, substrate type and
environmental conditions (e.g., pH, temperature and oxygen levels). Akpaja and Olorunfemi

(2014) noted that Pleurotus species thrive in tropical climates, similar to Ugbowo’s conditions
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(25-35°C, high humidity) and can utilize locally available substrates such as sawdust and
agricultural waste. The theoretical framework suggests that mycofiltration can be adapted to
Ugbowo’s drainage water, provided that optimal conditions are maintained such as a neutral to

slightly acidic pH (4-6) to enhance enzymatic activity (Mnkandla et al., 2024).

CHAPTER THREE
MATERIALS AND METHODS

3.1 EQUIPMENT AND APPARATUS

The following equipment and apparatus were used for the cultivation of Pleurotus ostreatus,
mycofiltration setup, and microbiological analysis of wastewater: Autoclave, laminar flow hood,
incubator (maintained at 25-28°C), analytical balance, sterile Petri dishes, inoculating loops,
measuring cylinders, beakers (100 mL to 1000 mL), conical flasks, test tubes, pH meter,
compound QAmicroscope, filter paper, funnels, sterile glassware, plastic containers (10-20 L
capacity), drying oven (60-70°C), and thermometer. The reagents and microbiological media
used during the study included: Potato Dextrose Agar (PDA), Nutrient Agar (NA) and
MacConkey Agar (MAC) for bacterial load analysis, saline solution for serial dilution and
microbial enrichment, distilled water for media preparation and dilution, and methylated spirit
for sterilization and disinfection of work surfaces and tools. All equipment was sterilized

appropriately before use to maintain aseptic conditions throughout the study.

3.2 STUDY AREA
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The study was conducted at University of Benin, located in Benin City, Edo State, Nigeria. The
university which serves a diverse population of students and staff, generates significant
quantities of wastewater daily, making it a suitable site for evaluating the effectiveness of

mycofiltration using Pleurotus ostreatus.

Benin City lies within the rainforest belt of southern Nigeria, characterized by a humid tropical
climate with distinct wet and dry seasons. The average annual temperature ranges between 24°C
and 32°C, with high humidity levels—conditions favorable for fungal growth and biodegradation

activities.

Laboratory analyses and mycofiltration experiments were carried out at the university’s
Microbiology Laboratory, which is equipped with basic microbiological and analytical tools

necessary for fungal cultivation and wastewater quality assessment.

3.3 SAMPLE COLLECTION

Wastewater samples were collected from drainage channels located in the Adolor market area of
Ugbowo, Benin City. The samples were specifically obtained from open drainages within the
market environment. Sterileplastic containers were used for sample collection to prevent
contamination. A 25 container was rinsed with the wastewater before final composite collection
to ensure acclimatization. After collection, the samples were immediately labelled and

transported to the laboratory for further analysis and treatment within 24 hours of collection.

3.4 METHOD OF MYCOFILTERATION
The mycofilter utilized in this study was a modification of a Pleurotus ostreatus based filter
earlier described by Ikechi Nwogu et al. (2022). A quantity of sawdust was obtained from a local

sawmill and further milled into dust-like particles. These were dried in the sun to ensure moisture
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reduction and obtain a constant weight. The substrate used contained the following components:
un-fermented sawdust (78% w/v), calcium carbonate (1% w/v), calcium sulphate (1% w/v) as
well as wheat offal (20% w/v). The addition of water was conducted and the water additive was
properly mixed with these nutritional components. Upon completion, the substrate was placed
into 15 x 30cm bags of 2kg weights with a sterilized bottle placed in the middle and it was then
subjected to pasteurization using steam for 4 hours to decrease any contaminants present, then it
was cooled in an aseptic room. Upon cooling of the substrate, a viable inoculum of Pleurotus
ostreatus was centrally placed and incubated at ambient temperature (20 + 2°C) until the
substrate was totally colonised by the fungal mycelia. The waste water samples obtained were

then passed through the substrate Ikechi Nwogu et al. (2022).

3.5 MICROBIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS

Preparation of Bacteria Media

Culture media were prepared according to standard microbiological methods (Cheesbrough,

2006; APHA, 2012):

e Nutrient Agar: 28 g of nutrient agar was dissolved in 1000 mL distilled water in a conical
flask, sealed with cotton wool and foil, and sterilized at 121°C for 15 min in an autoclave.

The medium was cooled and poured into plates.

e MacConkey Agar: 38 g MacConkey agar was similarly prepared and sterilized as above,

for selective isolation of Gram-negative enteric bacteria.

e Potato Dextrose Agar (PDA): 39 g PDA was prepared and sterilized as above for fungal

cultivation.
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e Mannitol Salt Agar (MSA), Pseudomonas Agar, and Eosin Methylene Blue (EMB) Agar
were each prepared according to manufacturer instructions, sterilized at 121°C for 15 min,
cooled, and plated. MSA was used for Staphylococcus spp. differentiation; Pseudomonas
Agar for pigment production; EMB for detecting lactose fermenters among Gram-

negative rods (Cheesbrough, 2006).

e Citrate Agar and Triple Sugar Iron (TSI) Agar were prepared for biochemical

differentiation of Enterobacteriaceae.

Serial dilution and the pour plate procedure as described by Cappuccino and Welsh (2020)
was utilized in determining the total heterotrophic bacterial and fungal counts of both the raw
and filtered wastewater samples. Commercially available culture media such as Nutrient agar
(NA), Peptone water, Potato Dextrose agar (PDA), and MacConkey Agar (MA) were utilized
and incubation of the labelled NA and PDA plates was done at 35 °C for 48 hours and room
temperature for five days respectively. The resultant discrete colonies were manually
enumerated and the cfu/ml values were derived using a formula provided by Cappuccino and

Welsh (2020).

Microbiological Tests

Gram Staining

Performed to differentiate Gram-positive and Gram-negative bacteria. Smears were heat-fixed,
stained with crystal violet (1 min), treated with iodine (1 min), decolorized with 95% ethanol (30
sec), counterstained with safranin (1 min), and examined under oil immersion microscopy

(Cheesbrough, 2006).

Biochemical Tests
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e Indole Test: Detection of indole from tryptophan degradation using Kovac’s reagent;

positive reaction yields blue-green colour (MacFaddin, 2000).

e Oxidase Test: Performed with Kovac’s oxidase reagent (tetramethyl-p-
phenylenediamine dihydrochloride). A deep purple colour within 10-60 sec indicated

positive oxidase activity (MacFaddin, 2000).

o Catalase Test: A few colonies mixed with H.O: produced effervescence (O: release) if

catalase positive (Cheesbrough, 2006).

o Citrate Utilization: Bacteria streaked on Simmon’s citrate agar; a blue colour after

incubation indicated citrate utilization (MacFaddin, 2000).

e Urease Test: Christensen’s urea broth was inoculated and incubated; a pink colour

indicated urease production (MacFaddin, 2000).

e Mannitol Fermentation: MSA was inoculated; yellow colonies or zones indicated

mannitol fermentation.

e Triple Sugar Iron (TSI) Test: Inoculated slants were examined for sugar fermentation
(yellow = acid), gas production (cracks or bubbles), and H.S (black precipitate)

(Cheesbrough, 2006).

e Pseudomonas Pigment Production: Growth on Pseudomonas agar was checked for

fluorescein pigment under UV light.

e EMB Agar Test: Lactose fermenters produced dark colonies or metallic green sheen;

non-fermenters remained colourless.

3.6 PHYSIOCHEMICAL ANALYSIS
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Physicochemical parameters were determined to evaluate the quality, suitability, and safety of
the sample in line with Nigerian Industrial Standards (NIS/NSDWQ) and World Health
Organization (WHO) guidelines (WHO, 2017; SON, 2015). The following parameters and

method was used:

e pH: The hydrogen ion concentration will be measured using a calibrated Hanna® pH
meter (Hi-1922 model). The meter will be calibrated with pH 7.0 buffer, and 20 mL of

the sample will be measured into clean beakers before readings are taken (APHA, 2012).

o Salinity: Salinity will be measured on-site using a water-testing salinity meter with 0.2
calibration between 0 and 100. The probe will be immersed in the sample for 5 minutes

before recording (APHA, 2012).

e Electrical Conductivity (EC): EC will be determined using a WTW Cond 730 meter
after calibration with 0.01M KCI. 100 mL of sample will be tested by immersing the

probe until a stable reading is displayed (APHA, 2012).

e Turbidity: Measured using a HACH® DR/890 colorimeter. The instrument will be
zeroed with distilled water, and turbidity of samples (10 mL) will be recorded in FAU

(Formazin Attenuation Units), equivalent to NTU (HACH, 2005).

e Nitrate (mg/L): Determined with HACH® DR/890 using NitraVer 5 reagent. After 5

minutes of reaction time, concentration will be read on the display (HACH, 2005).

o Phosphate (mg/L): Measured using PhosVer 3 reagent with HACH® DR/890 after 2

minutes reaction time (HACH, 2005).
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e Sulphate (mg/L): Measured using SulfaVer 4 reagent with HACH® DR/890 after 5

minutes (HACH, 2005).

e Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD): Determined using the 5-day incubation method at
20°C. BOD will be calculated as the difference between initial and final dissolved oxygen

(APHA, 2012).

e Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD): COD will be determined by refluxing samples with
potassium dichromate and titrating with ferrous ammonium sulphate, using ferroin as

indicator (APHA, 2012).

o Heavy Metals (Pb, Cd): Analyzed by Atomic Absorption Spectrometry (AAS) after acid
digestion with concentrated HNOs (APHA, 2012). Each metal will be detected at its

characteristic wavelength using element-specific hollow cathode lamps.

e Iron (Fe) and Chromium (Cr): Determined using phenanthroline complex formation and

spectrophotometry (Rosello-Soto et al., 2019).

e Lead (Pb): Determined titrimetrically using magnesium indicator and buffer (Asante,

2013).

e Copper (Cu): Analyzed titrimetrically using potassium iodide, starch indicator, and

sodium thiosulphate titration (Asante, 2013).

3.7 DATA ANALYSIS
Using SPSS version 15.0 for Windows 2007, quantitative data for pH and other physicochemical
parameters were summarised as means + standard errors, which were then put through Duncan

multiple comparison and Dunnett's tests in a one-way ANOVA.
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CHAPTER FOUR

RESULTS

Table 4.1: Microbial count of the unfiltered and mycofiltered drainage water samples

Microbial counts (cfu/ml) at 10°,107,10!° and dilutions across replicates in filtered drainage

water(A),unfiltered drainage water(B) and deionized water.
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Table 4.2: Morphological characterization of unfiltered and mycofiltered drainage water

sample

Morphological, cultural and biochemical characteristics of dominant isolates

Bacterial isolates: Staphylococcus aureus( Gram +,cocci, catalase Enterobacter sp, Klebsiella
spp-)

Fungal waste; Aspergillus flarus( lemon colored, separate hyphae), Yeast, Penicillium sp

Morphological

Elevation Flat raised Flat Flat

Margin Entire Entire Curled Undulate

Color Cream Cream Cream Cream

Shape Circular Circular Irregular Irregular

Size Medium Medium Medium Large

Gr. diff. agar Manitol MCC McConkay EMB

Colour Golden Cream pink green
yellow

Staining

Gram stain + - - -

cell type cocci rod rod Rod

Arrangement disperse pair/chains disperse disperse

Color Purple pink pink pink

Spore staining - - - -

Biochemical

KOH test - + + +

Catalase + + + +

Indole - - + +

Citrate + - + -

Oxidase - - - -

28



Urease
Glucose
Sucrose - -
Lactose + -
Mannitol - - -
Gas formation - - -
H2S formation + -

Identity Staph aureus  Enterobacter sp

+ +

+ o+ 4+
+ o+ o+

+

Klebsiella spp E. coli

Table 4.3: Microbial parameters of unfiltered and mycofiltered drainage water sample

PARAMETERS 1 2 3 4
Colour of lemon greenish,

. . Brown mass
mycelium on colored Cream front color woolly with .

of mycelium

agar plate growth profuse growth
colour of plate Dark Dark cream Dark black
culture reverse
Microscopic characteristics
Nature of hyphae Septate Septate Septate Non-septate
Type of Spore Conidiospore  Conidiospore Sporangiospore Conidiospore
Conidia Present Present present present
Rhizoids Absent Absent Absent Absent
Spore colour Absent Absent Absent Absent
Appearance of .\ Lack
special structure Dark Fruiting heads Dark Pseudohyphae
Class of fungi Ascomycetes Ascomycetes Ascomycetes Ascomycetes
Possible Identity }422]; Z’;glllus Yeast Penicillium sp  Alternaria sp.
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Table 4.4: Physiochemical parameters of the unfiltered and mycofiltered drainage water

samples

Values of 18 parameters across nine samples of filtered( Group A), unfiltered (Group B)

drainage water and deionised water (Group C)

Parameter Unit Al A2 A3 B1 B2 B3 C1 C2 C3
pH — 7.10 713 7.12 745 7.52 748 734 737 7.34
Temperature °C 26.7 269 268 278 279 280 273 275 274
Turbidity NTU 1.3 1.5 1.4 124 129 125 101 103 102
Electrical puS/em 178.5 182.0 180.1 7184 723.1 720.0 652.8 6574 655.6
Conductivity (EC)

Total Dissolved mg/L  91.2 938 923 360.5 3642 3634 3260 329.8 3284
Solids (TDS)

Total Suspended mg/L 8.0 8.5 8.3 83.1 852 858 724 73.1 733
Solids (TSS)

Biochemical Oxygen mg/L 2.4 2.6 2.5 354  36.1 359 283 287 288
Demand (BOD)

Chemical Oxygen mg/L 104 108 10.6 957 968 964 81.6 823 825
Demand (COD)

Dissolved Oxygen mg/L 7.3 7.5 7.4 4.1 4.3 4.2 4.7 4.9 4.8
(DO)

Total Nitrogen (N) mg/L 063 0.65 064 490 493 494 412 416 4.17

Phosphorus (P) mg/L 027 029 028 340 344 342 3.04 3.07 3.06
Lead (Pb) mg/L  0.004 0.004 0.004 0.031 0.032 0.030 0.023 0.024 0.025
Cadmium (Cd) mg/L  0.001 0.001 0.001 0.006 0.006 0.005 0.005 0.005 0.005
Zinc (Zn) mg/L 021 023 022 075 0.77 076 0.67 068 0.69
Copper (Cu) mg/L 007 0.09 008 033 035 034 027 028 0.29
Iron (Fe) mg/L 043 046 045 184 187 186 1.50 153 1.52
Chromium (Cr) mg/L  0.009 0.011 0.010 0.055 0.057 0.056 0.040 0.042 0.041
Oil and Grease mg/L 0.6 0.6 0.6 123 126 125 107 109 108
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Table 4.5: Mean microbial count (cfu/ml) of the unfiltered and mycofiltered drainage water

samples + SE across groups

One-way ANOVA revealed significant differences across groups for all microbial parameters

(F(2,24) > 10.45, p < .002).

Parameter Dilution Group A GroupB GroupC F(2,24) p %
(Treated) (Untreated) (Control) Reduction
(Bto A)
THBC 10° 1.44 + 16.44 + 11.22 + 25.67 <.001 91.24%
0.60 1.94 1.58
THBC 107 0.22 + 12.11 £ 733+ 20.89 <.001 98.18%
0.15 1.76 1.35
THBC 10 0.00 = 322+0.83 244+ 10.45 <.002 100%
0.00 0.80
THFC 10° 0.67 10.78 £ 20.45 <.001 95.60%
0.33 15.22 + 1.76
2.10
THFC 0.00 £ 10.33 + 6.33 + 16.78 <.001 100%
107 0.00 1.65 1.41
THFC 10 0.00 = 456+092 3.11+ 12.34 <.001 100%
0.00 0.75
Coliform 10° 0.00 £ 1433 + 9.44 + 18.92 <.001 100%
0.00 2.55 1.94
Coliform 107 0.00 + 8.89+1.79 556+ 14.67 <.001 100%
0.00 1.36
Coliform 1o 0.00 £ 344+ 0.88 233+ 11.23 <.002 100%
0.00 0.76
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Table 4.6:Mean physiochemical parameters of unfiltered and mycofiltered drainage water

sample + SE across groups

One-way ANOVA confirmed significant differences across groups for all physicochemical

parameters (F(2,6) > 100.00, p <.001).

Parameter Group A Group B Group C F(2,6) p % Reduction
Unit  (Treated)  (Untreated) (Control) (B to A)

pH 7.12+0.01  7.48+0.02 7.35+0.01 193.33 <.001
Temperature °C 26.80+0.06 27.90 £+ 0.06 27.40 £ 0.06 105.00 <.001
Turbidity NTU 1.40+0.06 12.60+0.15 10.20 £ 0.06 4040.67 <.001
EC puS/cm 180.20 £ 1.08 720.50+1.40 65527+ 1.34  5469.33 <.001
TDS mg/L 9243 +£0.78 362.70+1.14 328.07+1.09 2803.67 <.001
TSS mg/L  8.27+0.15  84.70 + 0.83 72.93 £0.29 2856.67 <.001
BOD mg/L  2.50+0.06 35.80+0.21 28.60 £0.15 6412.33 <.001
COD mg/LL  10.60+0.12 96.30 +0.33 82.13+0.29 7316.67 <.001
DO mg/LL. 740+ 0.06 4.20=+0.06 4.80 +0.06 672.00 <.001
Total N mg/LL  0.64+0.01 4.92+0.01 4.15+0.02 12196.00  <.001
Phosphorus mg/L.  0.28£0.01  3.42+0.01 3.06 £ 0.01 10562.67  <.001
Pb mg/L. 0.004 £ 0.000 0.031 +0.0006 0.024 +0.0006 685.50 <.001
Cd mg/L  0.001 £0.000 0.006 +0.0003 0.005 + 0.0000 100.00 <.001
Zn mg/L  0.22+0.01 0.76 £0.01 0.68 £0.01 948.00 <.001
Cu mg/LL  0.08+0.01  0.34+0.01 0.28 £0.01 432.00 <.001
Fe mg/L  0.45+0.01 1.86 £ 0.01 1.52+£0.01 2704.00 <.001
Cr mg/L  0.01 £0.001 0.06+0.001 0.04 +£0.001 625.00 <.001
Oil and mg/LL  0.60+0.00 12.47+0.10 10.80 £ 0.06 5289.33 <.001
Grease
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Table 4.7: Comparison of mycofiltered drainage water samples (Group A) to WHO/ NIS

Standards
Parameter Unit Group A Mean WHO/NIS Compliance
Limit
Ph — 7.12 6.5-8.5 Yes
Turbidity NTU 1.40 5 Yes
BOD mg/L 2.50 5 Yes
COD mg/L 10.60 50 Yes
Total N mg/L 0.64 10 Yes
Phosphorus mg/L 0.28 2 Yes
Pb mg/L 0.004 0.01 Yes
Cd mg/L 0.001 0.003 Yes
Zn mg/L 0.22 3 Yes
Cu mg/L 0.08 1 Yes
Fe mg/L 0.45 0.3 No
Cr mg/L 0.01 0.05 Yes
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CHAPTER FIVE
DISCUSSION

5.1 Discussion

The findings of this study demonstrate the significant efficacy of a Pleurotus ostreatus-based
mycofilter in treating contaminated wastewater from Ugbowo, Benin City. The results from the
microbial analysis (Table 4.5) indicate a remarkable and statistically significant (p < .001)
reduction in microbial load across all parameters. The filtered wastewater (Group A) showed
near-total to complete elimination of total heterotrophic bacterial count (THBC), total
heterotrophic fungal count (THFC), and coliforms, with percentage reductions ranging from
91.24% to 100% compared to the unfiltered wastewater (Group B). This aligns with the findings
of Thomas et al. (2009), who reported up to 90% reduction in fecal coliforms using fungal
treatments, and can be attributed to the antimicrobial metabolites and the physical entrapment of

pathogens within the dense mycelial network (Stamets, 2005).

The physicochemical analysis further corroborates the treatment's effectiveness. Parameters such
as BOD, COD, TSS, and turbidity were drastically reduced in Group A to levels well within the
WHO/NIS standards (Table 4.7). The reduction in BOD and COD signifies the successful
degradation of organic pollutants by extracellular enzymes (e.g., laccases and peroxidases)
secreted by P. ostreatus (Khatri & Tyagi, 2015). Furthermore, the mycofilter demonstrated a
substantial capacity for biosorption of heavy metals, with notable reductions in lead (Pb),
cadmium (Cd), zinc (Zn), copper (Cu), and chromium (Cr). The mechanism involves the binding
of metal cations to negatively charged functional groups on the chitinous cell walls of the

mycelium (Mnkandla et al., 2024). However, the treated water's iron (Fe) concentration (0.45
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mg/L) exceeded the WHO limit (0.3 mg/L), suggesting that while effective, the mycofiltration

process may require optimization or a longer retention time for complete iron removal.

The successful compliance of most treated water parameters with international and national
standards (Table 4.7) underscores the potential of mycofiltration as a viable, low-cost technology.
The use of locally sourced sawdust and wheat offal as a substrate aligns with the principles of a
circular economy and enhances the socio-economic feasibility of this method for resource-

constrained settings like Ugbowo, as previously suggested by Akpaja and Olorunfemi (2014).

Table 4.5 presents mean microbial counts (cfu/mL) + standard error across filtered (Group A), un
filtered (Group B) wastewater samples, and control (Group C) at 10° 107, and 10" dilutions,
with one-way ANOVA confirming significant differences for all parameters (F(2,24) > 10.45, p
<.002). Group A consistently exhibited the lowest counts, achieving 100% coliform reduction at
all dilutions, 98.18-100% reduction in total heterotrophic bacterial counts (THBC), and 95.60—
100% reduction in total heterotrophic fungal counts (THFC), while Group C showed
intermediate values and Group B the highest. For example, THBC at 10° dilution dropped from
16.44 + 1.94 cfu/mL (Group B) to 1.44 + 0.60 cfu/mL (Group A), a 91.24% reduction, and
coliforms at 10° fell from 14.33 £ 2.55 cfu/mL to 0.00 £ 0.00 cfu/mL. These results demonstrate
that Pleurotus ostreatus mycofiltration significantly outperforms substrate-only filtration (Group
C), likely due to active enzymatic degradation and biosorption by fungal mycelia. Similar high
pathogen removal efficiencies (>95%) have been reported in fungal bioremediation systems
using Pleurotus species on agro-industrial effluents (Akpaja & Olorunfemi, 2014) and in
stormwater treatment using mycelial filters (Taylor et al., 2015), validating the robustness of the
observed reductions and their alignment with established mycoremediation mechanisms (Stamets,

2005).
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Table 4.6 summarizes mean physicochemical parameters + standard error across filtered (Group
A), un filtered (Group B) wastewater samples, and control (Group C), with one-way ANOVA
confirming highly significant differences for all 18 parameters (F(2,6) > 100.00, p < .001).
Group A achieved substantial pollutant reductions from Group B, ranging from 71.05% (Zn) to
95.19% (oil and grease), including BOD (93.02%), COD (89.00%), total nitrogen (86.99%),
phosphorus (91.81%), and heavy metals such as Pb (87.10%) and Cr (83.33%), while dissolved
oxygen increased by 76.19%. Group C exhibited intermediate values (e.g., BOD 28.60 + 0.15
mg/L vs. 35.80 = 0.21 mg/L in Group B), indicating modest substrate filtration, but Pleurotus
ostreatus in Group A drove superior treatment efficacy. These results align with
mycoremediation studies showing Pleurotus species effectively degrading organic matter and
adsorbing metals via extracellular enzymes and mycelial biosorption. Akpaja and Olorunfemi
(2014) reported 85-90% BOD and COD reductions in palm oil effluent using Pleurotus
ostreatus, while Javaid et al. (2011) documented 70—-85% heavy metal removal through fungal
biomass adsorption, consistent with the high efficiencies observed here. The elevated DO and
reduced nutrient levels further reflect microbial mineralization and nutrient uptake, supporting

sustainable wastewater treatment (APHA, 2017).

Table 4.7 compares mean values of key physicochemical parameters in filtered wastewater
(Group A) against World Health Organization (WHO) and Nigerian Industrial Standards (NIS)
discharge limits, demonstrating high compliance for most parameters. Group A met regulatory
thresholds for pH (7.12 within 6.5-8.5), turbidity (1.40 NTU < 5), BOD (2.50 mg/L < 5), COD
(10.60 mg/L < 50), total nitrogen (0.64 mg/L < 10), phosphorus (0.28 mg/L < 2), and all heavy
metals except iron (Pb 0.004 mg/L < 0.01; Cd 0.001 mg/L < 0.003; Zn 0.22 mg/L < 3; Cu 0.08

mg/L < 1; Cr 0.01 mg/L < 0.05). Only iron slightly exceeded the limit (0.45 mg/L > 0.3 mg/L),

36



indicating near-complete treatment efficacy of Pleurotus ostreatus mycofiltration. This level of
compliance supports the potential for safe discharge or non-potable reuse in Ugbowo, aligning
with WHO (2017) and SON (2015) guidelines for wastewater effluent. Similar near-compliance
profiles have been reported in fungal bioremediation systems treating agro-industrial effluents,
where BOD and COD consistently fell below 50 mg/L after Pleurotus treatment (Akpaja &
Olorunfemi, 2014). The minor iron exceedance is consistent with observations in lignocellulosic

substrate-based systems and can be addressed through post-filtration (Javaid et al., 2011)

5.2 Conclusion

This study conclusively demonstrates that mycofiltration using Pleurotus ostreatus is a highly
effective and sustainable technology for treating complex urban wastewater. The research
successfully met its objectives by showing that the biological mechanisms of P. ostreatus can
remove a wide spectrum of contaminants, including pathogens, organic matter, and heavy metals,
from Ugbowo's drainage water. The treatment process produced effluent that complied with most
WHO and NIS standards for key physicochemical parameters, highlighting its potential to
mitigate environmental pollution and protect public health. The utilization of locally available
agricultural waste as a substrate further establishes mycofiltration as a cost-effective and
adaptable solution for communities in Nigeria and similar developing regions facing wastewater
management challenges. Therefore, the implementation of mycofiltration can significantly
contribute to achieving Sustainable Development Goal 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation) in urban

areas of Nigeria.

5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusions of this study, the following recommendations are

proposed:
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For Policy and Implementation: Governmental bodies, such as the Edo State Waste
Management Board and the Ministry of Environment, should integrate mycofiltration
into local environmental management policies. Pilot-scale community mycofiltration
units should be established in strategic locations across Ugbowo, such as near major
market drains and abattoirs, to manage wastewater at the source before it enters the
Ikpoba River.

For Optimization and Further Research: Future studies should focus on optimizing the
mycofilter design to enhance the removal of iron and other persistent contaminants. This
could involve investigating different fungal species (e.g., Trametes versicolor for
pharmaceutical degradation) or creating hybrid systems that integrate mycofiltration with
phytoremediation using local wetland plants for a synergistic treatment effect.

For Community Engagement and Capacity Building: To ensure sustainability,
community awareness programs should be initiated to educate residents on the benefits
and simple operational procedures of mycofiltration. Training workshops can empower
local entrepreneurs and youth groups to fabricate, maintain, and manage mycofilters,

thereby creating green jobs and fostering a sense of ownership.
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