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The study dealt on the assessment of the level of Educational economics

students utilization of social media for academics in the University of Benin,

Benin City. To achieve the purpose of the study, four research questions

were raised and examined. The sample size for the study was made up of

100 students which were randomly selected from the 100 -400 level

economics education students of 2022/2023 session in the Department of

Educational Management, Faculty of Education in the University of Benin.

The questionnaire was the instrument was the instrument for data collection.

The descriptive survey research design was adopted for the study. An

analysis of data was done using mean score. Criterion mean score of 2.50

was used as selection criterion.

The findings from the study include that there is high level of education

economics students’ utilization of social media for academics in the

University of Benin, Benin City. It was also concluded that there is high

level of education economics students’ utilization of social media for

assignments, tutorials and course works in the University of Benin, Benin

City. It was therefore recommended that education economics students

should be encouraged to effectively utilize social media platforms for their

academic work
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background of the study

Social media has a great effect on people’s lives. Social media is the

social interaction, which gives the participants the possibility to share

opinions, thoughts, and knowledge in a global forum where time and place

are insignificant (Carlsson, 2010). Nández and Borrego (2013) believed that

social media are amongst the greatest modern advances in the establishment

of digital information and communication and help to enhance digital

literacies (Misir, 2018).

According to Alvarez-Jimenez, Alcazar-Corcoles, Gonzalez-Blanch,

Bendall, McGorry and Gleeson (2014), online social media are defined as

“primarily internet- and mobile-based tools for sharing and discussing

information between users.” Obar (2014) viewed social media as Internet-

based applications developed using a Network 2.0 foundation that permit the

formation and interchange of ideas. The technological foundations of social

media include blogs, wikis, multimedia distribution tools, interacting

platforms, and computer-generated worlds. These social media foundation
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tools foster social interactions or digital communication between users and

promote digital literacies.

A large number of scholars suggest that students learn in new ways

using social media and educators should envelop these new platforms (Ito et

al., 2009; Jenkins, 2006). In his study O’Keffe et al (2011) claimed that

social media platforms allow students to bring together outside of class for

the intention of collaborating and exchanging ideas about their homework.

In addition, on-line social media enhances digital literacy which includes

network literacy, media literacy, computer literacy and visual literacy,

among others (Aczel, 2014).

It is also evident that many students send emails to each other and

their lecturers for studyrelated purposes. In addition, students are staying up-

to-date in their areas of interest by accessing news posted on websites by

individuals and organisations and are accessing library collections,

bibliographic databases and other educational resources, including visual

resources on the Web (Parmar and Desai, 2018). What is also evident (from

the researcher’s observation and participation) is that while students are

using social media to socialise, play games, share news, share pictures and
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videos, among other uses, they are also, seemingly, increasingly using social

media for more academic purposes. It was this latter use of social media that

prompted the researcher’s interest and provided the context in which the

study needs to be seen. A positive “spin off” of the use of social media is, as

pointed to above, the promotion of (and arguably improvement in) students’

digital literacy.

Among the most frequently cited advantages of the use of social

media by students is their ability to aid collaborative learning and

communication amongst their peers and others in academia (Ketonen-Oksi,

Jussila and Kärkkäinen, 2016; Khan, 2017). Further commonly stated

benefits of social media are their notable capability to aid digital literacy and

information distribution. Among the examples of such media are blogging

tools used by many students to circulate information among their peers and

persons worldwide (Ahmad, 2014; Aria and Izadpanah, 2017). Other than

communication, academics who use Twitter refer to “information

distribution” as one of the main advantages of using the medium. Its use has

proven popular, particularly in academic conferences (Holmberg and

Thelwall, 2014).
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Social media sites benefit students by providing platforms that foster

communication and lifelong learning and facilitate access to distance and

open education, e-learning resources and elibraries (Saleh, 2020). Lecturers

who impart knowledge to students also benefit from the use of social media

by sharing educational materials, exchanging ideas, reading through

colleagues’ research, getting updated on research trends and, most

significantly, establishing their own professional networks (Akram and

Kumar, 2017). Social media created precisely for educational audiences

provide a distinct opportunity for those audiences to learn and create a

robust academic discussion among themselves. They also encourage

personal connections that can lead to the establishment of new information

and knowledge. Furthermore, social media have the potential to aid more

rapid interactions between libraries and their users (Ezeani and Igwesi, 2012)

regardless of where the users are located or how they decide to learn about

or access the library services and resources.

Jones, Johnson-Yale, Millermaier and Seoane-Perez, (2008) point out

that social media activities have become an important aspect of academic

life in tertiary institution campuses. The use of social media in tertiary
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institutions is mainly two-fold: the administrative purpose of facilitating

registration, support services and socialization (Madge, Meek, Wellens and

Hooley, 2009) and the educational purpose (Eteokleous, Ktoridou, Stavrides

and Michaelidis, 2012) of fostering the educational outcomes and facilitating

the process of teaching and learning (Cassidy, 2006; Chen and Bryer, 2012;

Liu, 2010; Madge, Meek, Wellens and Hooley, 2009). Social media/SNSs

have increasingly become a new means of communication and collaboration

among academia; which has increased its usefulness among students

globally (Eteokleous, Ktoridou, Stavrides and Michaelidis, 2012; Madge,

Meek, Wellens and Hooley, 2009).In a case study conducted by Nández and

Borrego (2013) on the use of social networks for academic purposes, it was

revealed that citation indexes, document creation, edition and sharing tools,

communication tools, reference management and time management tools are

widely used by the students.

Statement of the Problem

The rapid advancement of media technology has had a great impact

on the way people communicate on a daily basis. The growing dimension of

the use of the social media among the youth of today cannot be over
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emphasized. Over the years, social networking among students has become

more and more popular. It is a way to make connections, not only on campus

but with friends outside of school. Social networking is a way that helps

people feel they belong to a community. Due to the increased popularly of it,

economists and professors are questioning whether grades of students will

not be affected by how much time is spent on these sites. Many parents and

guardians are worried that students are spending too much time on facebook

and other social media sites and have not enough time to study. Though

parents are worried about students’ constant use of the social media sites,

many students continue to utilize these sites on a daily basis. It is against this

background that this research is being conducted to ascertain the level of

education economics students utilization of social media for academics in

university of Benin, Benin city.

Research Questions

1 What is the level of Education Economics students utilization of social

media for academics in the University of Benin?

2 What is the level of Education Economics students utilization of social

media for assignments in the University of Benin?
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3 What is the level of Education Economics students utilization of social

media for tutorials in the University of Benin?

4 What is the level of Education Economics students utilization of social

media for course work in the University of Benin?

Purpose of the Study

 To determine the level of Education Economics students utilization of

social media for academics in the University of Benin?

 To Assess the level of Education Economics students utilization of

social media for assignments in the University of Benin?

 To Examine the level of Education Economics students utilization of

social media for tutorials in the University of Benin?

 To determine the level of Education Economics students utilization of

social media for course work in the University of Benin?

Significance of the study

This study would be very useful to educators and academics since it

looks at the level of education economics students utilize social media for

academic purposes in Uuniversity of Benin, Benin city. This study will also

be of great importance to education economics students as to how beneficial



: r

16

and destructive social media is to them. Furthermore, it will be beneficial

to the tertiary institution lecturers as they will be able to use the social

media properly in the lecturing of students.

Scope and Delimitation Of the Study

The scope of this study boarders on assessing the level of education

economics students utilization of social media for academic purposes such

as assignments, coursework and tutorials in University of Benin, Benin city.

Hence, the study will be delimited to Education Economics students in

University of Benin, Benin City.

Definition of Terms

The following terms are defined as used in the study.

Social Media: Social Media is a computer-based technology that facilitates

the sharing of ideas, thoughts, and information through the building of

virtual networks and communities

Academic : Academic is used to describe things that relate to the work done

in schools, colleges and universities, especially work which involves

studying and reasoning rather than practical or technical skills.
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Course work: It is a written or practical work done by a student during a

course of study, usually assessed in order to count towards a final mark or

grade.

Tutorial: A tutorial is a method of transferring knowledge and may be used

as a part of a learning process. More interactive and specific than a book or a

lecture. A tutorial seeks to teach certain task by example and supply the

information to complete a certain task.
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CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE.

This chapter contains the review of related literature on the

assessment of the level of education economics students utilization of social

media for academics in the University of Benin, Benin city. The review was

done under the following sub-headings:

 Theoretical Framework

 Concept of Social media

 Level of Utilization of Social Media for Academics in Universities

 Level of Utilization of Social Media for Assignments.

 Level of Utilization of Social Media for Tutorials

 Level of utilization of social media for course works

 Summary of Literature Reviewed

Theoretical Framework

The Uses and Gratification Theory

The research is based on Elihu Katz, Jay Blumler, and Michael

Gurevitch’s Uses and Gratifications theory, which was developed in 1974.

(Onabanjo and Osifeso, 2008) According to this idea, viewers are active

participants who intentionally seek out specific media and information in

order to attain specific outcomes or gratifications that meet their individual
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requirements (Nayyar, 2007). When it comes to using the media to meet

one’s desires or needs, Daramola (2012) stated that the uses and

gratifications theory is concerned. Scholars are currently employing this

theory to study issues like as mobile phone use, internet use, and social

media use. According to the uses and gratifications idea, a media audience is

more likely to be engaged and focused on achieving a certain goal. It’s not

uncommon for people to choose and use a specific media to meet their

personal demands. This theory suggests that individuals actively choose and

use media to fulfill their needs and desires, rather than being passive

recipients of media messages.

Nayyar, (2007) outlined key concepts of the Uses and Gratifications

Theory as follows; First, the "needs and gratifications" perspective asserts

that people are motivated to consume media by meeting some basic

psychological requirements. These requirements can be broken down into

many different dimensions, such as knowledge, communication, amusement,

privacy, and security. The media outlets that people choose are the ones they

feel will best meet their own requirements.
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Individuals are seen as active participants in the media-consumption

process, according to the theory's central tenet, the active audience.

Individual interests and needs drive how users pick, interact with, and

understand media. It stresses that people can make their own decisions about

what and how much media to consume in order to satisfy their own needs

for pleasure.

The rthird rapproach, rcalled r"goal-oriented rmedia ruse," rsuggests rthat

rpeople ruse rthe rmedia rfor rspecific rreasons. rThey rseek rfor rand rinteract rwith

rmaterial rthat rserves rtheir rinterests rand rfurthers rtheir rgoals. rA rstudent rmight

rutilize rsocial rmedia rin rorder rto rstudy, rconnect rwith rfriends, ror rpass rthe rtime.

rThe rapproach racknowledges rthat rdifferent rpeople rhave rvaried rtastes rand

rrequirements, rand rthat rthese rfactors rinfluence rhow rthey rinteract rwith rmedia. rIt

rhighlights rthe rfact rthat rthe reffects rand rpleasures rof rmedia rare rnot rthe rsame rfor

reveryone. rThe rprecise rpleasures rsought rand racquired rfrom rmedia ruse rcan rbe

rinfluenced rby rfactors rsuch ras rdemography, rpersonality rtraits, rand rsocial

rsetting.

The ridea remphasizes rthe rdynamic rinteraction rbetween raudiences rand

rmedia rmessages, rwhich rbrings rus rto rpoint rnumber rfive. rPeople raren't rpassive
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rrecipients rof rmedia; rthey rmake rchoices rabout rwhat rto rwatch, rhow rto rperceive

rit, rand rwhat rto rdo rnext, rwhich rmay rinclude rsharing ror rcommenting. rUsers rwill

rget rthe rmost rpleasure rout rof rmedia rwhen rits rcontent rprecisely rmeets rtheir

rwants rand rneeds.

Practical rImplications rfor rUnderstanding rHow rSocial rMedia rAffects

rStudents' rGrades rStudents' rmotivations rfor rusing rsocial rmedia rand rthe

rrewards rthey rexpect rto rreceive rcan rbe rdeduced rby rapplying rthe rUses rand

rGratifications rTheory. rTo rsatisfy rtheir rinformational rneeds, rstudents rmay

rutilize rsocial rmedia rto rresearch rtopics rof rinterest, rlocate rrelevant rmaterials,

rand rconnect rwith rclassmates rand rteachers. rStudents' rsocial rneeds rcan rbe rmet

rthrough rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia, rwhich rcan rserve ras ra rhub rfor rcourse-related

rgroup rwork, rdebate, rand remotional rsupport.

During rfree rtime, rstudents rcan rsatisfy rtheir rentertainment rdemands rby

rusing rsocial rnetworking rsites rlike rFacebook, rTwitter, rand rInstagram.

rStudents' ridentities rmay rbe rinfluenced rby rtheir ruse rof rsocial rmedia, rwhich

rprovides ran routlet rfor rthem rto rpromote rtheir rwork, rbuild rtheir rreputation, rand

rseek rout rrecognition.
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Students' rsocial rmedia ruse ris rinfluenced rby ra rvariety rof rfactors, rand rthe

ruses rand rgratifications rtheory rcan rshed rlight ron rthese rfactors rand rtheir reffects

ron rstudents' racademic rachievement. rThe ridea raids racademics rin rdetermining

rwhy rand rhow rmuch rstudents ruse rsocial rmedia rsites, rand rhow rthat rusage

rimpacts rtheir racademic rsuccess. rStudents' rmotivations rfor rusing rsocial rmedia

rshould rbe rdetermined, rincluding rif rthey rare rprimarily rinterested rin rgaining

rknowledge, rmaking rfriends, rhaving rfun, ror rexpressing rthemselves. rThis

rtheory ralso rinvestigates rthe rfactors rthat rlead rstudents rto rfavor rparticular rsocial

rmedia rsites, rand rhow rthat rpreference rrelates rto rtheir reducational raims. rTwitter

rand rLinkedIn, rfor rinstance, rcan rbe rused rfor rscholarly rnetworking rand

rinformation rsharing, rwhile rInstagram rand rSnapchat rcan rbe rused rfor rmore

rcasual rstudent-to-student rcommunication. r

The rnotion rpaves rthe rway rfor rstudies rthat rexamine rthe rrelationship

rbetween rstudents' renjoyment rof rsocial rmedia rand rtheir racademic rperformance.

rThe reffect rof rsocial rmedia ron rstudents' racademic rperformance rcan rbe rbetter

runderstood, rfor rexample, rby rdetermining rwhether ror rnot rstudents ruse rof rthese

rplatforms rprovides rthem rwith ra rfeeling rof rcommunity, remotional rsupport,

raccess rto reducational rresources, ror ran routlet rfor rcreative rexpression.
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rInterventions rdesigned rto rencourage rethical rsocial rmedia ruse rand rboost

rstudents' racademic rachievement rcan rbe rinformed rby rthis rnotion. rFor rinstance,

rtherapies rmay raim rto rimprove rinformation-seeking rhabits, rencourage rmore

rconstructive rsocial rconnections, rteach rbetter rtime rmanagement rtechniques, ror

rincrease runderstanding rof rthe rrisks rassociated rwith rsocial rmedia raddiction. rAs

ra rresult rof rthis rcomprehension, reducational rpolicies, rinterventions, rand rtactics

rcan rbe rdeveloped rto rtake radvantage rof rthe rbenefits rof rsocial rmedia rwhile

rminimizing rany rdetrimental reffects ron rstudents' rperformance rin rthe rclassroom.

rConcept rof rSocial rMedia

Social rmedia rcontinuously rkeeps rchanging rand ras rsuch rit ris rdifficult rto

rassign ra rfixed rdefinition rto rit ras rJacka rand rScott r(2011), rargued rthat r‘’there ris

rno rsingle rrecognized rdefinition rfor rsocial rmedia’’. rHowever rsome rscholars

rhave rdefined rit rin rdifferent rperspectives rover rthe rpast ryears.

Kaplan rand rHaenlein r(2010), rdefined rsocial rmedia ras ra rgroup rof

rinternet- rbased rapplications rthat rbuild ron rthe rideological rand rtechnological

rfoundations rof rWeb r2.0 rand rallow rthe rcreation rand rexchange rof ruser-

generated rcontent. rThe rOxford rdictionary r(2011), ralso rdefined rsocial rmedia ras

r“websites rand rapplications rused rfor rsocial rnetworking”. rAnother rdefinition rof
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rsocial rmedia ris rthat rit ris ra r‘’communication rchannel rwhich ris rvery rpopular,

rextremely rfast rand rbroad, rhas rproven rto rbe rhighly reffective, ras rwell ras rtrusted

rby rbillions rof rpeople r, rto rshare rand rdiscover rcontent rconcerning rindividuals,

rbrands, rinformation, rentertainment rand rknowhow’’ r(Dearborn, r2014). rOne

rtheme rthat rall rthese rdefinitions runderpin ris rthat rsocial rmedia rinvolves rsome

rform rof rcommunication rbetween rindividuals rover rthe rinternet.

The remergence rof rnovel rforms rof rmedia rfor rconveying rinformation ris

rnot rcoincidental. rThe rdevelopment rof rtechnology rwas rgradual rand rpredictable.

rWhat's rdifferent, rthanks rto rmicroprocessors, rthough, ris r"the rastounding

rdiversity rand rsophistication rof rIT, rits rrising refficiency, rreliability, rspeed,

rprecision, rcheapness, rportability, rand rubiquity" r(Soola, r1998). rThe rterm r"new

rmedia" rrefers rto rthe rconvergence rof rcomputer rand rtelecommunication

rtechnologies rused rto rdisseminate rcontent rto rdiverse raudiences racross rgreat

rdistances rand rtime rzones. rAccording rto rSpurgeon r(2008), rinteractivity ris ra

rsignificant rcriterion rfor rcontrasting r"old" rmass rmedia rwith r"new" rdigitally

rnetworked rones.

Social rmedia rare ronline rtechnological rplatforms rthat rassist rbring rpeople

rtogether rfrom rfar rand rwide, ras rstated rby rTalaue, rAlSaad, rAlRushaidan,
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rAlHugail, rand rAlFahhad r(2018). rIt's ra rweb-based rsystem rthat rmakes ruse rof

rboth rmobile rand rweb rtechnologies, rgiving reach ruser rfull rcontrol rover rtheir

rcommunication rfrom rany relectronic rdevice r(El rKhatib, rand rKhan, r2017). rOur

rlives rhave rbeen rsplit rin rtwo rsince rthe radvent rof rsocial rnetworking rsites rlike

rTwitter, rYahoo rMessenger, rFacebook rMessenger, rBlackberry rMessenger

r(BBM), rWhatsApp, r2go, rSkype, rGoogle rspeak, rGoogle rMessenger, riPhones,

rand randroids. rRelationships rare rfostered rthrough rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia.

rThey rallow rfor rindividuals rto rshare rinformation, rmusic, rbooks, rimages, rand

rmore racross roceans rand rcountries. rAlsaif r(2016) rargues rthat rproviding raccess

rto rcustomers rand rusers ris rthe rprimary rfunction rof rsocial rmedia. rThey rcan

rinteract rwith rothers rand rmake rfriends rin ra rvirtual rsetting. rPeople rcan rtalk

rabout rtheir rday-to-day rexperiences, rtheories, rtheories, rphotos, rvideos, rand

rlinks ron rsocial rmedia. rIn raddition, rpeople rcan radvertise rtheir rown rprofessional

rand rpersonal rskills. rBecause rof rits rability rto rrapidly rdisseminate ruseful

rinformation, rinternet rnetworking rhas rquickly rbecome rthe rmost rpopular rform

rof rcontact. r

The rclassroom rand rthe reducational rsystem ras ra rwhole rhave rbeen

rparticularly raffected rby rthe rrise rof rsocial rmedia rnetworking. rEven rOsharive
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r(2015) rconcedes rthat rstudents rbenefit rfrom rusing rsocial rnetworks rsince rit

renhances rtheir reducational rand rpersonal rdevelopment. rOlubiyi r(2012),

rhowever, robserved rthat rmodern-day rpupils rspend rnearly rall rof rtheir rwaking

rhours ronline. rSome rstudents rhave rbeen rseen rpinging, r2going, ror rface rbooking

rduring rlectures reven rin rclassrooms rand rauditoriums. rThe renthusiasm rfor

rmaking rnew racquaintances ronline rand, rmost rof rthe rtime, rbusy rdebating

runimportant rproblems, rhas rstifled rtime rthat rshould rbe rdevoted rto rstudy,

racademic rresearch, rand rinnovation. rAs ra rresult, rmost rstudents' racademic

rprogress ris rhindered rbecause rof rtime rspent ron rsocial rmedia. rUniversity

rstudents rparticipate rin rsocial rnetworking rbecause rthey renjoy rit. rPeople ruse rthe

rinternet rfor ra rvariety rof rreasons, rincluding rkeeping rup rwith rfriends'

rwhereabouts rand ractivities, rsharing rimages, rand rfinding remotional rsupport. r

Students rwho rdevote rtheir rtime rand renergy rto rtheir rstudies rare rrewarded

rwith rbetter rgrades rand rmore ropportunities. rBoth rthe rInternet rand rtextbooks

rare requally rvalid rresources rfor rlearning. rThe radvantages rof rsocial rmedia rover

rmore rtraditional rforms rof rcommunication rhave rled rto rtheir rwidespread

radoption. rSocial rmedia rnetworks rcan rbe rmade rsafer rand rmore rtrustworthy

rwith rthe rhelp rof rtechnology r(Stergiou ret ral., r2018). rMore rthan r4.95 rbillion
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rpeople rutilize rthe rInternet ras rof rJanuary r2022 r(Johnson, r2022) rwith rover r4.62

rbillion rusing rsocial rmedia. rIt rhas rbeen rdiscovered rthat ryoung rpeople, rand

rparticularly rcollege rstudents, rspend ra rdisproportionate ramount rof rtime ron

rsocial rnetworking rsites. rSocial rmedia ris ran rintegral rpart rof rtheir rdaily rlives

r(Laura ret ral., r2017). rIn rthe rlast rtwo ryears, rvarious ronline rplatforms rincluding

rMicrosoft rTeams, rZoom, rand rGoogle rMeet rhave rsurpassed rsocial rmedia ras

rthe rgo-to rfor rhosting rwebinars, ronline rclasses, rand rother rtypes rof rvirtual

rgatherings. rDuring rthe repidemic, rthis rspecified ruser rcommunity rused rthese

rchannels rto rdisseminate rand rshare rinformation. rFacebook, rYouTube,

rInstagram, rWhatsApp, rand rweblogs rare rall rsocial rmedia rplatforms rused rfor

rpublic rand/or rprivate rcommunication. rBefore, rpeople rsimply rused rsocial

rmedia rto rkeep rin rtouch rwith rloved rones, rbut rnow rit's rone rof rthe rmost

rimportant rinstruments rfor reducation r(Dzogbenuku ret ral., r2019).

r

Level rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rAcademics rin rUniversities r

Utilization rof rsocial rmedia rplatforms rfor reducational rpurposes rSeveral

rscientists rhave rexamined rthe rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rnetworking rin rdiverse

racademic rand rsocial rcontexts r(Lange-Ros, r2011). rSocial rmedia rplatforms
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rcreated rfor racademic rpurposes rhave rbeen rincreasingly rpopular ramong rscientists

rin rthe rfields rof reducation rand rsocial rsciences, roffering rnumerous radvantages.

rMazman rand rUsluel r(2010) ridentified reducational rusage ras ra rsignificant

radvantage rof rsocial rnetworking rplatforms. rThey rdepicted rFacebook, ra rwidely-

used rsocial rnetworking rplatform, ras ra rvaluable reducational rresource rbecause rof

rits rorganisation rand rdiverse rfeatures. rThese rfeatures rinclude rfacilitating

rintentional ror rspontaneous rlearning rexperiences rby rconnecting rindividuals rwith

rshared rinterests, renabling rthe rexchange rof rinformation rand rideas, rpromoting

rdiscussions, rand rfostering rcollaboration. rSocial rnetworks rserve ras rinstructional

rtools ras rthey renable rindividuals rto rconnect rwith rothers rand rget rsocial rsupport. r

They ralso rfacilitate rcollaborative rinformation rfinding rand rsharing, rcontent

rproduction, rand rthe raggregation rand rmodification rof rknowledge rand rinformation

r(Mazman r& rUsluel, r2010). rAdvocates rclaim rthat rmodern rcollege rstudents rare

raccustomed rto ra rsociety rwhere rsocial rmedia ris rthe rusual rway rof r

communication. rTherefore, rsocial rmedia renhances rthe rlearning rprocess ras ran

reducational rtool rby renabling rstudents rand rinstructors rto rshare rideas, rpromote

rcollaboration rand rdiscussion, rand ractively rparticipate rand rcommunicate

rthrough remerging rsocial rplatforms r(Lederer, r2012; rTurkle, r2004). rThe
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ravailable rresearch ron rsocial rmedia rprovides rvaluable rrecommendations rfor

rimplementation rin rhigher reducation. r

The rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rby runiversity rstudents ris ra rcompelling

rsubject rof rstudy rfor reducators rand rsocial rscientists r(Al-Rahmi r& rOthman,

r2013). rHamid, rChang, rand rKurnia r(2009) rfurther rstated rthat rthe rexisting

rliterature rcontains rbeneficial rmethods rand rapproaches rfor rusing rit rat rthe

rUniversity rlevel. rThis rtext routlines rthe rprogression rof rcontent rcreation rand

rhighlights ra rreduced remphasis ron rsharing, rinteracting, rcollaborating, rand

rsocializing rthrough rits rutilization. rDabner r(2011) rsaid rthat rthere rare rdefinite

radvantages rto radopting rsocial rmedia rnetworking rto rconnect rwith rpresent rand

rpotential rstudents, ras rit rallows rinstitutions rto rtap rinto rpotential rbenefits.

rAccording rto rKear r(2010), rmany rinstitutions rhave rfailed rto rdevelop rplans rfor

rleveraging rsocial rmedia rbefore rimplementing rthese rprogrammes rdue rto rthe

rfast rpace rof rchange. rChretien, rGreysen, rChretien, rand rKind r(2009) rargue rthat

rstudent rengagement rrefers rto rthe rtime rand reffort rstudents rinvest rin

reducational ractivities. rThey ralso remphasize rthe rimportance rof rpeers rin

rinfluencing rstudent rlearning rand rvalues rdevelopment. rTherefore, reducational

rinstitutions rshould ractively rutilize rand rshape rthis rinfluence rto renhance
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racademic rexpectations. rThe rfull rpotential rof rusing rsocial rmedia rto renhance

rlearning rand rteaching rcannot rbe rrealised runtil rthere ris ra rdeeper runderstanding

rof rhow rthe rsocial rnature rof rthese rplatforms rcan rbe rleveraged rto rengage

rstudents rwho rare rless rinvolved ror rdisengaged, rand rencourage rthem rto ractively

rparticipate rin reducational ractivities rwith rtheir rhighly rengaged rpeers rand

rteachers. rThis rwill rcontribute rto rthe racademic rsuccess rof ra rlarger rnumber rof

rstudents r(Kuh, rKinzie, rCruce, rShoup&Gonyea, r2007). r

There ris ra rsignificant rrise rin rstudents' rinterest rin rutilizing rsocial rmedia.

rPresently, radolescents rrely rheavily ron rthe rinternet rfor ra rsignificant rshare rof

rtheir rdaily ractivities rand rinformation racquisition, rin rcontrast rto rprevious

rgenerations rwho rrelied ron rmediums rsuch ras rtelevision ror rnewspapers r(Lewis,

r2012).According rto rLenhart rand rMadden r(2013), rstudents rheavily rrely ron

rsocial rnetworking rwebsites rto rmaintain rcommunication rwith rpeers rand rgather

rinformation. rLiccardi r(2013) rasserts rthat rstudents restablish rsocial rconnections

rwith rone ranother rin rorder rto rshare rtheir reveryday rlearning rexperiences rand

rengage rin rconversations ron rvarious rthemes. rSocial rmedia rplatforms rfacilitate

rcooperation rand rconversation rby rproviding ra rwide rrange rof rcontent, rincluding

rthe rability rto rpost, rcopy, rshare, rand rsearch rutilizing rinternet rtools. rIn rthe
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rpresent rday, rstudents rutilize rsocial rmedia rplatforms rwhenever rand rwherever

rthey rhave raccess rto rthe rinternet rin rorder rto rfulfil rtheir reducational

rrequirements r(Dewing, r2012). r

rLevel rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rAssignments r

According rto rRaymond rand rAfua r(2016), rsocial rmedia rplatforms rcan rbe

rutilized rfor reducational rpurposes rsuch ras rassignments, rand rother rcourse-

related rtasks. rIt rallows rstudents rto rreceive rfeedback ron rclass rschedules, rclass

rlocations, rexchange rinformation rwith rtheir rpeers, rand rdiscuss rconcerns

rrelating rto rtheir rcoursework, ramong rother rthings. rSocial rmedia rfunctions ras ra

rplatform rfor rboth rreceiving rand rgenerating racademic rinformation, rwhich

rimproves rlearning rresults. rIt ris rcrucial rfor rinstructors rand rstudents rto rembrace

rthe ropportunity rof rutilizing rsocial rmedia rplatforms rfor reffective rteaching

r(Walkyria, r2012). rOnline rcommunities roffer ra rvaluable ropportunity rfor

ryoung rpeople rto raccess racademic rhelp rand rreceive rsupport r(Lusk, r2012). rPut

rsimply, rusing rsocial rmedia rsuccessfully rwill rresult rin ra rfavourable rlearning

routcome. rSocial rmedia rhas ra rgood rinfluence ron rpupils rby rfacilitating rsocial

rinteraction, rknowledge rsharing, rself-updating, rlearning rfrom rdiverse rsources,

rexpressing rthoughts rand rfeelings, rand rcommunication. r
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In raddition rto rpermeating revery raspect rof rstudent rlife, rsocial rmedia rhas

rbegun rto rpermeate revery raspect rof racademic rwork. rStudents rare rcoming rup

rwith rcreative ruses rof rthese rplatforms rto rimprove rtheir rlearning rand rteamwork.

rUtilization ris ra rcrucial rcomponent rin rresearch. rStudents rcan rengage rwith

rprofessionals rand rclassmates ron reducational rforums rand rTwitter, rallowing

rthem rto robtain rvaried ropinions rand rreputable rsources. rJoining ra rFacebook

rgroup rthat ris rsolely rfocused ron ra rcertain rsubject rcan rhelp ryou rlearn rmore

rabout rit rthrough rconversation rand rthe rsharing rof rmaterials. r

Collaborating ron rprojects ris ranother rbenefit rof rsocial rnetworking.

rInstant rmessaging, rideation, rand rproject rmanagement rare rall rpossible rvia

rgroup rconversations ron rservices rlike rDiscord rand rWhatsApp. rSome rplatforms

rhave rcollaborative rcapabilities rthat rlet rstudents rwork ron rdocuments ror

rpresentations rat rthe rsame rtime, rwhich rmakes rthe rprocess rmuch reasier. rSocial

rmedia ralso rprovides rpupils rwith ran ropportunity rto rshowcase rtheir rcreativity.

rTo rmake rlearning rmore rinteractive rand rmemorable, rone rmight ruse rplatforms

rlike rYouTube ror rInstagram rto rcreate rvisually rinteresting rlectures ror rfilms.

Nevertheless, rone rmust rnot roverlook rthe rpossible rdownsides. rImportant

rworries rinclude rdiversions rand rthe rpropagation rof rfalse rinformation. rSocial
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rmedia's rconstant rflow rof rupdates rand rnotifications rcan rmake rit rhard rto

rconcentrate, rand rusing rmaterial rthat risn't rvalidated rcan rcause rstudents rto rturn

rin rerroneous rwork rfor rschool. rStudents rrequire rdigital rliteracy rskills rsuch ras

rsource revaluation rand rtime rmanagement rin rorder rto rutilize rtechnology

rresponsibly. r

If rstudents rwant rto rget rthe rmost rout rof rtheir reducation rand rwork

rtogether ron rprojects, rsocial rmedia ris ra rgreat rresource. rStudents rmay ruse rthese

rplatforms rto rtheir radvantage rto rsucceed racademically rin rexciting rand rnew

rways rif rthey rknow rhow rto ruse rthem rand ravoid rcommon rmistakes. rOne rway rto

rimprove reducation ris rto rinclude rsocial rmedia rinto rclassroom ractivities. rAs ra

rform rof rcutting-edge rtechnology, rsocial rnetworking rsites r(SNSs) rcan rhelp

rstudents radapt rto rnew rways rof rlearning rand rdifferent rcultures. rA rgreater

rpropensity rto ruse rsocial rmedia rmay raccompany ran rover-reliance ron

rinterpersonal rcontact. rCooperation rthrough rsocial rmedia, ron rthe rother rhand,

rcan, rdepending ron rits rapplication, rfoster ran ratmosphere rconducive rto rlearning.

rThere ris ra rrobust rrelationship rbetween rsocial rnetworking rapps rand rnumerous

rconstructivist rpedagogical rfeatures, raccording rto rFerdig's r(2007) rresearch.

rActive rlearning, rsocial rlearning, rand rcommunities rof rpractice rand rlearning rare
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rpedagogical rmethodologies rthat rhe rbelieved rthese rtechnologies rsupport. rTwo

rstudies rthat rhave rshed rlight ron rthe rpotential rbenefits rof rsocial rmedia rfor

reducation rare rMazman rand rUsluel r(2010) rand rCortijo, rArteage, rand rJaved

r(2013). r

Among rthese rare rthe rfollowing: rsupplying rsocial rbenefits; rfacilitating

rknowledge rsharing; rencouraging ractive rinvolvement; rfostering rengagement;

rand rpromoting rcooperation. rBlogs r(like rHuffington rPost), rnetworks r(like

rFacebook, rTwitter, rLinkedIn, rResearchGate, retc.), rvideo rsharing r(like

rYouTube), raudio rsharing r(like rPodcast), rmobile rsites r(2go, retc.), rand rimage ror

rpicture rsharing r(like rInstagram, rFlicker) rare rall rexamples rof rsocial rmedia

rplatforms rthat rare rknown rto rfoster rthese rqualities. rThis ris rbecause rof rthe ropen

rand rconversational rnature rof rthe rplatforms, rthe rconnectivity rthey rprovide, rand

rthe rappealing rtextual rand raudiovisual rcharacteristics. r

Collaborative rplatforms ron rsocial rmedia renable rindividuals rto rrethink

rthe rproduction rof renergy rand rintelligence, rin rcontrast rto rthe rtraditional

rparadigm rof rlearning rthat rplaces ran remphasis ron rindividual rlearning

rprocesses. rCollaborative rpower rcontent rsolutions rare rthose rthat rallow rusers rto

rcome rup rwith ra rcommon rgoal, rshare rthat rgoal rwith rtheir rpeers, rand rthen
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rpublish rtheir rwork rin ra rform rthat rallows rfor rfurther rrevisions rand rrevisits. rAs

rcompared rto rother rinstructional rmethods, rresearch rshows rthat rstudents rlearn

rmore rand rretain rmore rinformation rwhen rthey rare ractively rparticipating rin rthe

rprocess, rand rthat rstudents rwork rin rgroups. rIn ra rgroup rsetting, rstudents rare rable

rto rwork rtogether rto rfind rbetter rsolutions rto rproblems. rWith rthe ruse rof rsocial

rmedia, rstudents rcan rcollaborate ron rprojects rthat rwould rbe rimpossible rfor rany

rone rof rthem rto rcomplete ralone. rWikis rare ran rexample rof ra rcollaborative rsocial

rmedia rtool; rthey rare ronline rcommunities rwhere rnumerous rpeople rcan redit rand

rcontribute rto ra rsingle rbody rof rtext.

Level rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rTutorials

Research rhas rdemonstrated rthat ramong rmany rfactors, rgood

rcommunication rbetween rinstructors rand rtheir rstudents ris rcrucial rto rthe rproper

rexecution rof rany rlearning rprocess. rBoth rinstruction rand rstudent

runderstanding rwill rsuffer rin rthe rabsence rof reffective rtwo-way rcommunication.

rThat ris rwhy rit ris rcrucial rfor reducators rto rkeep ra rclose reye ron rtheir rstudents rso

rthey rcan ridentify rany rdifficulties rthey rmay rbe rfacing. rTeachers rare rmore

rlikely rto rfacilitate rrapid rand rhigh-quality rlearning rwhen rthey rdevelop rstrong

rrelationships rwith rtheir rstudents. rHere, ra rlot rof rschools rare rgriping rabout rhow
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rtheir rstudents ract rerratically rright rnow. rBecause rstudents rmake rup rthe rbulk rof

rinternet rusers rand rrely ron rsocial rmedia rto rstay rin rtouch rwith rloved rones rand

rcoworkers, rit's rcrucial rto rinvestigate rthe rways rin rwhich rthese rplatforms rmight

rserve ras ruseful rresources rfor rcontemporary rclassroom rinstruction. r

Facebook, rMySpace, rand rTwitter, rto rmention ra rfew, rcan rfunction ras

rbackchannels rfor rcommunication rbetween rstudents rand rbetween rinstructors

rand rstudents rboth rin rand rout rof rclass, rgreatly rimproving rthe rcommunication

rbetween rall rparties rinvolved rin rthe reducational rsystem. ras rwell ras rnotify

rstudents rof rupcoming rguest rspeakers, rpanel rdiscussions, rand rspecial rlectures.

rInteraction rbetween rteachers rand rstudents rwill rundoubtedly raid rin

rcomprehending rand rresolving ra rrange rof rinterconnected rlearning rchallenges

rmore rquickly. rBoth rstudent-to-student rand rstudent-to-teacher rcommunication

rcan rbe renhanced rthrough rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia. rThe rsecond rgroup rcan

rcoordinate rstudy rsessions rfor rforthcoming rtests rand rprojects rby rutilizing

ronline rsocial rnetworks. rThey rcan rask rother rstudents rfor rspecific rinformation

rregarding rthe rtest's rcontent ror rthe rrequirements rof ra rparticular rassignment.

rStudents rwho rare rstruggling rwith ra rcertain rsubject rcan rfind rand rfollow rother

rstudents ron rsocial rmedia rfor radvice rand rsupport. rIn ra rsimilar rvein, rthis
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rcollaborative rtool rcan reffectively renhance rstudent rinteraction rthrough rthe

rusage rof rblogs rthat rincorporate rcontributions rfrom rvarious rusers.

Platforms rsuch ras rYouTube, rFacebook, rwikis, rand rblogs roffer ran

rextensive rarray rof rcontent rcovering ra rdiverse rvariety rof rtopics. rConsequently,

rstudents rhave rthe roption rto rutilize rany rof rthese rresources rfor rtutorials rin ra rbid

rto robtain rmore rexplanations ror rclarifications. rStudies rhave rdemonstrated rthat

rthe rutilization rof rtechnology rin runiversities rcan reffectively renhance rstudents'

rmotivation rin rtheir rcoursework r(Jones ret ral., r2008). rEnhanced rstudent

rmotivation rfrequently rleads rto ra rfavourable rinfluence ron rstudent rengagement,

racademic rperformance, rand rpersonal rpsychological rfactors r(Imhof,

rVollmeyer, r& rBeierlein, r2007). r

Virtual rtools rlike rMoodle, rThe rStudent rRoom, rElearners, rEasyclass,

rand rAcademia.Edu rfacilitate rcommunication rand rcollaboration ramong

rstudents rand rteachers rin rcore racademic ractivities. rThese rtools rprovide ra

rparticipatory renvironment rwhere reducational rmaterial ris rreadily raccessible rto

rall rusers, rregardless rof rtime ror rlocation. rWithin rthis rparticular rsetting,

rindividuals, rparticularly rchildren, rhave rthe ropportunity rto rpose rinquiries rand

rconcerns, rwhich rwill rthen rbe raddressed rby rtheir rpeers ror reducators. rThe



: r

38

rintegration rof rsocial rmedia rinto rclass rassignments rhas rempowered rteachers rto

rinspire rstudents rto rengage rand rlearn refficiently rboth rin rand rout rof rthe

rclassroom r(Roblyer, ret.al., r2010, rJunco, rElavsky, r& rHeiberger, r2012).

rTeacher-student rengagement roften roccurs rin rperson, rbut rpeer rassessment,

rdiscussions, rand rcollaborative rwork rare rtypically rconducted rusing rsocial

rnetworks r(Liccardi ret ral., r2007). rThese rpedagogical rmethods rcan rcontribute

rto rthe restablishment rof ra rfavourable reducational rsetting rfor rstudents, rhence

renhancing rthe rprocess rof racquiring rknowledge r(Roblyer ret ral, r2010;

rKirschner r& rKarpinski, r2010; rLenhar ret ral, r2010Jones, rJohnson-Yale,

rMillermaier, r& rSeoane rPerez, r2008). r

Nevertheless, rstudies rhave rshown rthat rnumerous reducators rare rhesitant

rto rintegrate rsocial rmedia rtechnology rinto rtheir rinstructional rmethods r(Roblyer

ret ral., r2010) rprimarily rbecause rof rtheir rlimited rproficiency rin rtechnology

r(Conlon rand rSimpson, r2003) rand rthe rperception rthat rnew rtechnologies rare

runnecessary rand rdo rnot rcontribute rto rfavourable rlearning rresults r(King,

rDuke-Williams r& rMottershead, r2009). rThis rstudy raims rto rinvestigate

rstudents' rviewpoints ron rthe rintegration rof rsocial rmedia rtechnology rinto rtheir

rlearning rprocess, ras rwell ras rhow rtheir rinstructors rhave rembraced rthis
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rtechnology. rIt ris rworth rnoting rthat rempirical revidence rsuggests rthat r64% rof

runiversity rstudents rin rthe rUnited rStates rare rwilling rto rread ra rblog rauthored rby

ra rprofessor r(Junco r& rCole-Avent, r2008).

The ruse rof rsocial rmedia rfor reducational rpurposes, respecially rthe

rdiscovery rof rtutorials, ris ron rthe rrise ramong rstudents. rSocial rmedia's

raccessibility rand rease rof ruse rare rthe rprimary rfactors rpropelling rthis rchange.

rYou rmay rfind ra rwealth rof rinstructional rvideos ron rsites rlike rYouTube rand

rTikTok, rranging rfrom rquick rexplanations rto rcomprehensive rguides rto rvarious

rcourses. rThere rare rtutorials ravailable rfor ralmost rany rsubject, rso rstudents rmay

rpick rone rthat rworks rfor rthem rand rhelps rthem rimprove rin rareas rwhere rthey're

rweak. r

Another rreason rfor rtheir rappeal ris rthe rcasual rand rinteresting rstyle rof

rsocial rmedia rlessons. rLearning rmay rbe rmade rinteresting rand rmemorable rby

rmany rcreators rthrough rthe ruse rof rhumour, rrelatable rexamples, rand rinteractive

rcomponents. rStudents rmay rfind rthis rvery rdifferent rfrom rthe rdry rand

rintimidating rnature rof rtextbooks rand rlectures. rA rfeeling rof rbelonging ris

ranother rbenefit rof rsocial rnetworking. rLearners rcan rconnect rwith rothers rgoing

rthrough rthe rsame rthings rthey rare rby rleaving rcomments, rasking rquestions, rand
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rsharing rexperiences. rThis rkind rof rengagement rhas rthe rpotential rto rinspire rand

rfacilitate ra rmore rthorough rcomprehension rof rthe rsubject rmatter.

When rit rcomes rto rfinding rtutorials, rsocial rmedia rnetworks rare ra rgreat

rand rflexible rresource rfor rstudents. rThe ropportunity rfor rengagement,

rinteresting rpresenting rtechniques, rand rdiverse rcontent rcan rmake rlearning

rmuch rmore renjoyable. rTo rbe rsure rthey're rusing rcredible rsources rfor rtheir

rschoolwork, rkids rshould rbe rwary rand rwork ron rtheir rcritical rthinking rabilities.

Level rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rCoursework

Most rsocial rnetworking rservices rhave ra rprofile, ra rlist rof rcontacts,

rcomments, rand rprivate rmessaging rthat rare rall ridentical. rAs rBoyd rand rEllison

rpoint rout, rthe rpeople ron rthese rlists rmay rnot ractually rbe rfriends rwith rthe ruser; rthe

rsystem rallows rindividuals rto rassert rrelationships rwith rother rpeople ron rthe

rnetwork. rUsers rhave ra rlist rof rconnections ror rrelationships rwith rother rSNS rusers,

rand rthese rconnections rare rsometimes rcalled r“friends.” rIndividuals rcan rconnect

rwith rfriends rthey rcurrently rhave rin rreal rlife ror rmake rnew rones rthrough rthe rsites.

rIn raddition rto rthese, rthere rare rdozens rof rother rsocial rnetworking rsites r(SNS),
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rsome rof rwhich rfocus ron ra rspecific rtheme rwhile rothers rare rpurely rsocial rin rnature.

r rEven rif rthey rdon't rspeak rup rmuch rin rclass, rstudents rwho rstruggle rto rengage rwith

rtheir rteachers rand rclassmates rcan rfind ra rvoice rand ra rcommunity ron rsocial rmedia

rplatforms rlike rFacebook, rTwitter, rand rYouTube. rGoogle rApps rfor rEducation

rand rsimilar rprogrammes rwill rmake rit rpossible rfor rpupils rto raccess rhigh-quality

reducational rmaterials rwhenever rand rwherever rthey rneed rthem.

rThe radministrative rand rfinancial rburdens rof rsupplying rpupils rwith

rsupplementary rlearning r rmaterials rin rconventional rclassrooms rare rsubstantial.

rThe ruse rof rsocial rmedia, rhowever, rhas rthe rpotential rto rimprove r

educational ropportunities. rStudents rwould rspend rmore rtime ron rtheir

rhomework rand rrelated rschool rassignments rif rteachers rencourage rthem rto rtake

rpart rin rthe rmany rlearning ractivities rposted ron rsocial rlearning rplatforms. rIt rcan

ralso rbe rutilized rto rengage ror rre-engage rshy ror rbored rstudents, rwhich ris ruseful

rbecause rmany rstudents rcomplain rabout rbeing rbored rwith rsocial rmedia rsites. r

Instead rof ronly rconsuming rmaterial, rstudents rcan rtake ran ractive rrole rin

rcreating rit rthrough rthe ruse rof rcollaborative rand rparticipatory rplatforms rsuch

ras rwikis, rblogs, rand rGoogle rDocs. rAccording rto rmultiple rstudies, rstudents

rfrequently rpoint rto runinteresting ror rirrelevant rcourse rmaterial ras rthe rmain
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rreason rthey rhate rschool. rBut rsome rbored rstudents rblamed rthe rteacher's rlack rof

rengagement ras rthe rmain rreason rthey rweren't rlearning. rTeachers rreport rthe

rhighest rlevels rof rsatisfaction rwith rinstructional rstrategies rthat rencourage

rstudent rcollaboration rand rgroup rwork. rSocial rmedia rplatforms rcan rbe rutilised

rto rcreate rengaging rand rsocial rlearning ractivities r(such ras rgroup rprojects,

rdebates, rand rconversations) rthat rcan rovercome rclassroom rboredom rand rboost

rbehavioural rengagement. rBecause rof rthis, rkids rwill rbe rable rto rconnect rwith

rpeople routside rof rschool rand rlearn rfrom rone rother. rSocial rmedia rnot ronly

rfacilitates rcommunication ramongst rstudents, rbut rit ralso rallows rthem rto

rcommunicate rwith rtheir rteachers rmore rfrequently, rregardless rof rtheir rphysical

rlocation ror rthe rtime rof rday. rBecause rof rthis, rkids rwill rhave rplenty rof rchances

rto rspeak rup, rshare rtheir rthoughts, rand rreceive rcriticism. rBecause rof rthis,

rstudents rwill rhave rmore rchances rto rform rpositive rrelationships rwith rtheir

reducators. r

It ris rimperative rto rnote rthat rthese rplatforms roffers ra rwide rarray rof

rservices rthat rare ruseful rfor rstudents rin rtheir rcourse rwork. rExamples rof rsuch

rplatforms rused rby rstudents rfor rcourse rwork rare rmentioned rbelow; r

Wikipedia
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Founded rin r1994, rWikipedia renables rusers rto rpost rarticles ror rprofiles rof

rindividuals. rAs ran rexample rof ra rsuccessful rnon-profit ruser-generated rcontent

rinitiative rthat rhas rdrawn ra rlarge rnumber rof rcontributors rand rmillions rof

rregular rreaders, rWikipedia rallows rusers rto rview rand rmodify rinformation,

rfacilitating rknowledge rsharing rand rexchange r(Trevino r2011). rHaving rthe

rability rto rcontribute rand rarrange rknowledge ronline rmakes rthe rweb rpotentially

rempowering rfor rboth rindividuals rand rcommunities.

Facebook

In rterms rof rpopularity, rFacebook ris rthe rmost rwidely raccepted rand

rwidely rused rsocial rnetworking rplatform ronline. rOver rone rbillion rpeople rfrom

rall rover rthe rworld rhave ralready rsigned rup rfor rthe rplatform’s rfree rservices rat

rthis rpoint. rIndividuals rare rable rto rcreate ran ronline rprofile, radd rfriends, rand

rinteract rwith reach rother rby rpublishing rcomments rand rphotographs rto rtheir

rpages rin rorder rto rsee rwhat rtheir rfriends rare rup rto ron rFacebook r(Boyd rand

rEllison, r2009). rMembers rof rFacebook rcan ralso rjoin rvirtual rgroups rbased ron

rshared rinterests, rcheck rwhat rclasses rthey rhave rin rcommon, rsend roffline rand

ronline rinstant rmessages, rand rlearn rabout reach rother’s rinterests. rWith rthis
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rnetwork’s rinterface, rstudents rcan rshare rideas raround rimportant racademic

rissues, renhancing reducational rconnectedness rand rsustaining racademic

rdiscourses r(Mukhongo, r2014).

Blogs

In ra rblog, rusers rcan rpublish rmessages rthat rare rsaved rchronologically,

rand rother rusers rcan rcomment ron rthese rmessages. rIt ris ran ronline rdiary rthat rhas

ra rpublic rcharacter rand rthus rbreaks rdown rthe rbarrier rbetween rprivate rand

rpublic rinformation. rIn raddition rto rtheir rsignificance rin rthe r2005 rFrench

rreferendum ron rEurope’s rconstitution rand rthe rIraq rWar rprotests r(war rblogs),

rblogs rhave ralso rhad ra rpolitical rrole rduring rthe r2004 rand r2008 rpresidential

relections rin rIran rand rthe rUnited rStates, rwhere rthey rcommunicated rpolitical

rdissent. rThe rinternet ritself rcan rbe rtransformed rby rthese ractivities, rleading rto

rphenomena rlike rpolitical rblogs rthat rcreate ra r“dynamic rnew rarena rof rpolitics

rand rculture” r(Kahn rand rKellner, r2004). r rWeb rlogs, ror r"blogs," rare ra rtype rof

rwebsite rwhere rusers rcan rwrite rpersonal rreflections rand rshare rtheir rexpertise

rwith rothers. r

Having rgrown rup rwith rthe rinternet, rtoday's rstudents rare rat rease rutilizing

rvarious rforms rof rsocial rmedia rfor rboth rpersonal rand racademic rpurposes. rThis



: r

45

rcomfort rlevel, rhowever, rfollows rthem rthroughout rtheir racademic rpursuits.

rThere rare ran runexpectedly rlarge rnumber rof racademic radvantages rto rusing

rsocial rmedia rplatforms. rPromoting rteamwork ris ra rmajor rperk. rStudents rcan

rremotely rcollaborate ron rprojects, rshare rmaterials, rand rdiscuss rideas rin rclosed

rgroups ron rsites rlike rFacebook ror rstudy rchannels ron rDiscord. rWhen rworking

ron rgroup rprojects ror rtaking rclasses ronline, rthis rcan rbe rreally rhelpful. r

Another ruseful ruse rfor rsocial rmedia ris ras ra rresearch rtool. rStudents rcan

rstay rinformed rabout rwhat's rhappening rin rtheir rsubject rand rwhat rother

rresearchers rare rfinding rby rusing rTwitter rfeeds rand rhashtags. rReddit rand

rsimilar reducational rcommunities rand rforums roffer ra rwealth rof rinformation

rand rviewpoints ron ra rwide rrange rof rtopics. rAdditionally, rstudents rcan ruse

rsocial rmedia rto rnetwork rwith rworking rprofessionals rand rspecialists rin rtheir

rfield. rStudents rare rable rto rask rquestions rand robtain ra rbetter rgrasp rof rcourse

rmaterial rthanks rto rthe ractive rsocial rmedia rpresences rof rmany racademics rand

rteachers.

Although rsome rsocial rmedia ruse rmay rbe rhelpful rfor rschoolwork, rit's

rvital rto rkeep rthis rin rmind roverall. rStaying rfocused rand rproductive rmight rbe

rmade rmore rdifficult rby rthe rcontinual rbarrage rof rupdates rand rnotifications.
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rInformation rshared ron rsocial rnetworking rplatforms ris rnot ralways rreliable ror

raccurate. rImproving rone's rability rto rthink rcritically ris rcrucial rfor rnavigating

rthe rinternet rand rdistinguishing rbetween rtrustworthy rand runtrustworthy rsites. r

rSummary rof rLiterature rReviewed

The robjective rof rthis rchapter rwas rto rexamine rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia rby

runiversity rstudents rfor rassignments, racademic ractivities, rcoursework, rand

rtutorials. rAn rextensive rexamination rof rliterature rhas rdemonstrated rthat ronline

rsocial rmedia reffectively rimproves rcommunication rand rengagement ramong

rstudents, ras rwell ras rbetween rteachers rand rstudents. rSocial rmedia ris ra rvery

refficient rplatform rfor rfostering rstudent rengagement, rfacilitating rthe rsharing rof

rideas, rand renabling rthe rexpression rof rviewpoints rin ra rmore rcomfortable

rmanner. rNevertheless, rit ris rcrucial rto rbear rin rmind rthat rnot rall rthe rattractive

raspects rof rsocial rmedia rtranslate rinto rvaluable racademic rcontent. rThe

raccessibility rcan ralso rresult rin ran rabundance rof rinformation rthat rmay rbe rof

runcertain raccuracy. rIt ris ressential rfor rstudents rto rcultivate rtheir rcritical

rthinking rabilities rin rorder rto rassess rthe rtrustworthiness rof rthe rinformation rthey

rreceive. rPrior rto rdepending ron rsocial rmedia rtutorials rfor racademic rwork, rit ris
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rcrucial rto rverify rinformation rfrom rreliable rsources rand rseek rout rcreators rwith

rappropriate rskills. r

Social rmedia rplatforms rprovide ra rgreat rand rflexible rresource rfor

rstudents rlooking rto renhance rtheir rstudy. rThe rdiverse rrange rof rcontent,

rcaptivating rpresentation rstyles, rand ropportunity rfor rinvolvement rcan rgreatly

renhance rthe rlearning rexperience. rNevertheless, rby radopting ra rdiscerning

rapproach rand rprioritizing rtrustworthy rreferences, rstudents rcan rharness rthe

rpotential rof rsocial rmedia rto ractively rengage rin rtheir rown rlearning.
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CHAPTER rTHREE

RESEARCH rMETHODOLOGY

r rThis rchapter rpresents rthe rmethodology rto rbe rused rin rcarrying rout rthe rstudy

runder r rthe rfollowing rsub-headings:- r r

 Research rDesign r

 Population rof rthe rStudy

 Sample rand rSampling rTechniques r

 Research rInstrument r

 Validation rof rInstrument r

 Reliability rof rInstrument r

 Method rof rData rCollection r

 Method rof rData rAnalysis r

Research rDesign

The rresearch rdesign rconsidered rmost rsuitable rfor rthis rresearch rwas rthe

rdescriptive rsurvey rresearch rdesign. rThe rdescriptive rsurvey ris ra rdesign rthat

rcollects rdata ron ra rgiven rpopulation. rThe rdesign ris rsuitable rfor rstudy rbecause rit

rhelps rto rassess r r rthe rlevel rof reconomic r reducation rStudents rutilization rof rsocial

rMedia r rfor racademics r. r r
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Population rof rthe rStudy

The rpopulation rof rthis rstudy rcomprised rof rthe r270 rEconomics

rEducation rstudent rfrom r100- r400 rlevel r2022/2023 rsession rin rthe rDepartment

rof rEducational rManagement r rFaculty rof rEducation r rUniversity r rof rBenin

Sample rand rSampling rTechnique

The rsample rsize rcomprised rof r100 rstudents, rwhich rwill rbe rrandomly rselected

rfrom r270 rstudents. rWith rthe raid rof rthe rsimple rproportionate rsampling

rtechnique, r25 rstudents reach rfrom r100 r- r400 rlevel rproportionately rselected

rthus rmaking ra rtotal rsample rsize rof r100 rrespondents.

Research rInstrument

The rinstrument rthat rwas rused rfor rthe rdata rcollection ris ra rstructured

rquestionnaire rtitled rlevel rof reducation reconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof

rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rQuestionnaire r(LEESUSMAQ)". rThe

rquestionnaire rwas rdivided rinto rtwo rsections, rA rand rB. rSection rA rfocuses ron

rthe rdemographic ror rpersonal rdata rof rthe rrespondent rwhile rsection rB rcontains

rinformation rwhich rbothers ron rthe rproblem rof rthis rresearch.
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Validity rof rthe rinstrument

The rconstructed rquestionnaire rwas rvalidated rby rthe rproject rsupervisor rto

rconfirm rfor rcontent rvalidity. rSuggestions rmade rby rthe rsupervisor rwas

rincorporated rinto rthe rfinal rdraft rof rthe rwork rbefore radministration.

Reliability rof rthe rInstrument

The rtest rre-test rmethod rwas rused rto rdetermine rthe rreliability rof rthe

rinstrument. rThe rquestionnaire rwas radministered rto ra rgroup rof r20 rrespondents

rwhich rdid rnot rconstitute rpart rof rthe rstudy. rThe rinstruments rwere rgiven rto rthe

rstudents rto rfill rand rthe rdata robtained rwere ranalyzed rusing rPearson’s rProduct

rMoment rCorrelation rCoefficient. rA rreliability rcoefficient rof r0.81 rwas

robtained, rindicating rthat rthe rinstrument ris rreliable rfor rthe rstudy.

Method rof rData rCollection

The rresearcher rpersonally radministered rthe rinstrument rto rthe

rrespondents rand ralso rwaited rto rcollect rthe rinstrument ron rthe rspot rto rensure ra

rhigh rreturn rrate.

Method rof rData rAnalysis r

In ranalyzing rthe rdata rthe rresearcher rwill rmake ruse rof rmean rscore rand

rstandard rdeviation rto rcompute rthe rfindings rfrom rthe rresearch. rThe rfour
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rresearch rquestions rfor rthe r rstudy rwill rbe ranalyzed rusing r rmean rscore rand

rstandard rdeviation.
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CHAPTER rFOUR

PRESENTATION rOF rRESULTS rAND rDISCUSSION rOF rFINDINGS

This rchapter rentails rthe rpresentation rof rresults rand rdiscussion rof rfindings.

rFour rresearch rquestions rwere rraised rand ranswered rin rthe rstudy. r

Research rQuestion r1: rWhat ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin? r

Table r1: rMean ranalysis ron rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin r

S/N r Items r N r rx r DECISION

r

1. r Assignment r r 100 r 3.55 r High r r r

2. r Tutorial r r 100 r 3.62 r High r

3. r Course rwork r 100 r 3.54 r High r

r Grand rMean r r 3.57 r High r

r

The ranalysis rof rdata rin rTable r1 rrevealed rthe rresponses rof rthe rrespondents ron

rall ritems rat ra rgrand rmean rof r3.57 rwhich ris rabove rthe rcriterion rmean rof r2.50.

rThe ranalysis rof rdata rin rthe rabove rtable rtherefore rimplies rthat rthere ris rhigh

rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor

racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin. r
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rResearch rQuestion r2: rWhat ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin? r

Table r2: rMean ranalysis ron rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin r

S/N
r

Items r N r X r rx r Decision r

1. r I rfrequently rfind rinformation ror rdata rfor
rEconomics rassignments rusing rsocial rmedia
rplatforms. r

100 r 348 r 3.48 r High r r r

2. r Social rmedia rcollaboration rtools r(e.g., rshared
rdocuments) rare rhelpful rfor rworking ron rEconomics
rassignments rwith rclassmates. r

100 r 362 r 3.62 r High r

3. r Using rsocial rmedia rto rshare rresources rand rideas
rwith rclassmates rhas rimproved rthe rquality rof rmy
rassignments. r

100 r 357 r 3.57 r High r

4. r The rtime rspent rcollaborating ron rassignments rvia
rsocial rmedia ris ra rworthwhile rinvestment rin rmy
rlearning. r

100 r 346 r 3.46 r High r

5. r The ruse rof rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments rhas
rhelped rto rimprove rmy rgrades. r

100 r 366 r 3.66 r High r

6. r Finding rreliable rinformation rfor rEconomics
rcoursework rcan rbe reasier ron rsocial rmedia
rcompared rto rtraditional rlibrary rresources. r

100 r 351 r 3.51 r High r r r

r

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r rGrand rMean r 3.55 r High r

rThe ranalysis rof rdata rin rTable r2 rrevealed rthe rresponses rof rthe rrespondents ron

rall ritems rat ra rgrand rmean rof r3.55 rwhich ris rabove rthe rcriterion rmean rof r2.50.

rThe ranalysis rof rdata rin rthe rabove rtable rtherefore rimplies rthat rthere ris rhigh

rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor

rassignments rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin. r
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rResearch rQuestion r3: rWhat ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ r

utilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rtutorials rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin? r

Table r3: rMean ranalysis ron rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rtutorials rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin r

S/N
r

Items r N r X r rx r DECISION
r

1. r I rfollow rsocial rmedia rchannels r(e.g., rYouTube
rchannels) rthat roffer rEconomics rtutorials ror
rlectures. r

100 r 356 r 3.56
r

High r r r

2. r The rexplanations rand rexamples rprovided rin
rsocial rmedia rtutorials rare rclear rand reasy rto
runderstand. r

100 r 369 r 3.69
r

High r

3. r Social rmedia rtutorials rallow rme rto rlearn rat rmy
rown rpace rand rrevisit rtopics rwhen rneeded. r

100 r 363 r 3.63
r

High r

4. r Compared rto rtraditional rclassroom rlectures,
rsocial rmedia rtutorials roffer ra rmore rengaging
rlearning rexperience rfor rEconomics. r

100 r 358 r 3.58
r

High r

5. r I rutilize rsocial rmedia rtutorials ras ra rregular
rsupplement rto rmy rlearning rin rEconomics
rcourses. r

100 r 354 r 3.54
r

High r

6. r Social rmedia rhelps rme rconnect rwith rclassmates
rfor rdiscussing rEconomics rcourse rmaterial. r

100 r 367 r 3.67
r

High r r r

7. r Participating rin ronline rdiscussions rabout
rEconomics rhelps rme rgain ra rdeeper runderstanding
rof rthe rsubject rmatter. r

100 r 365 r 3.65
r

High r r r

r

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r rGrand rMean r 3.62
r

High
r

r

The ranalysis rof rdata rin rTable r3 rrevealed rthe rresponses rof rthe rrespondents ron

rall ritems rat ra rgrand rmean rof r3.62 rwhich ris rabove rthe rcriterion rmean rof r2.50.

rThe ranalysis rof rdata rin rthe rabove rtable rtherefore rimplies rthat rthere ris rhigh
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rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor

rtutorials rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin. r

Research rQuestion r4”:What ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ r

utilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin? r

Table r4: rMean ranalysis ron rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin r

S/N r Items r N r X r rx r Decision r

1. r Social rmedia rhas rbeen ran reffective rtool rfor rfinding rrelevant rarticles ror
rresearch rpapers rfor rEconomics rcoursework. r

100 r 344 r 3.44 r High r r r

2. r I ram rconfident rin rthe rcredibility rof rthe rinformation rI rfind ron rsocial rmedia
rfor rmy rEconomics rcoursework. r

100 r 342 r 3.42 r High r

3. r Social rmedia rhelps rme rstay rupdated ron rcurrent reconomic rissues rrelevant rto
rthe rtopics rcovered rin rmy rcoursework. r

100 r 355 r 3.55 r High r

4. r The rinformation rI rfind ron rsocial rmedia rhelps rme rto rdevelop rstrong
rarguments rand rsupporting revidence rfor rmy rEconomics rcoursework r

100 r 348 r 3.48 r High r

5. r Social rmedia ris ra rvaluable rresource rfor renhancing rmy rlearning rexperience
rin rEconomics rat rthe rUniversity rof rBenin. r

100 r 357 r 3.57 r High r

6. r I ruse rsocial rmedia rgroups ror rpages rrelated rto rmy rEconomics rstudies ron ra
rregular rbasis. r

100 r 364 r 3.64 r High r r r

7. r Social rmedia rhas rbeen ra rvaluable rsource rof rinformation ror rresources rfor
rmy rEconomics rstudies. r

100 r 371 r 3.71 r High r r r

r
r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r rGrand
rMean r

3.54 r High r

r

The ranalysis rof rdata rin rTable r4 rrevealed rthe rresponses rof rthe rrespondents ron

rall ritems rat ra rgrand rmean rof r3.54 rwhich ris rabove rthe rcriterion rmean rof r2.50.
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rThe ranalysis rof rdata rin rthe rabove rtable rtherefore rimplies rthat rthere ris rhigh

rlevel rof rEducation r rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse

rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin.
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CHAPTER rONE

INTRODUCTION

rBackground rof rthe rstudy

Social rmedia rhas ra rgreat reffect ron rpeople’s rlives. rSocial rmedia ris rthe

rsocial rinteraction, rwhich rgives rthe rparticipants rthe rpossibility rto rshare

ropinions, rthoughts, rand rknowledge rin ra rglobal rforum rwhere rtime rand rplace

rare rinsignificant r(Carlsson, r2010). rNández rand rBorrego r(2013) rbelieved rthat

rsocial rmedia rare ramongst rthe rgreatest rmodern radvances rin rthe restablishment

rof rdigital rinformation rand rcommunication rand rhelp rto renhance rdigital

rliteracies r(Misir, r2018). r

According rto rAlvarez-Jimenez, rAlcazar-Corcoles, rGonzalez-Blanch,

rBendall, rMcGorry rand rGleeson r(2014), ronline rsocial rmedia rare rdefined ras

r“primarily rinternet- rand rmobile-based rtools rfor rsharing rand rdiscussing

rinformation rbetween rusers.” rObar r(2014) rviewed rsocial rmedia ras rInternet-

based rapplications rdeveloped rusing ra rNetwork r2.0 rfoundation rthat rpermit rthe

rformation rand rinterchange rof rideas. rThe rtechnological rfoundations rof rsocial

rmedia rinclude rblogs, rwikis, rmultimedia rdistribution rtools, rinteracting

rplatforms, rand rcomputer-generated rworlds. rThese rsocial rmedia rfoundation
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rtools rfoster rsocial rinteractions ror rdigital rcommunication rbetween rusers rand

rpromote rdigital rliteracies.

A rlarge rnumber rof rscholars rsuggest rthat rstudents rlearn rin rnew rways

rusing rsocial rmedia rand reducators rshould renvelop rthese rnew rplatforms r(Ito ret

ral., r2009; rJenkins, r2006). rIn rhis rstudy rO’Keffe ret ral r(2011) rclaimed rthat rsocial

rmedia rplatforms rallow rstudents rto rbring rtogether routside rof rclass rfor rthe

rintention rof rcollaborating rand rexchanging rideas rabout rtheir rhomework. rIn

raddition, ron-line rsocial rmedia renhances rdigital rliteracy rwhich rincludes

rnetwork rliteracy, rmedia rliteracy, rcomputer rliteracy rand rvisual rliteracy, ramong

rothers r(Aczel, r2014).

It ris ralso revident rthat rmany rstudents rsend remails rto reach rother rand rtheir

rlecturers rfor rstudyrelated rpurposes. rIn raddition, rstudents rare rstaying rup-to-

date rin rtheir rareas rof rinterest rby raccessing rnews rposted ron rwebsites rby

rindividuals rand rorganisations rand rare raccessing rlibrary rcollections,

rbibliographic rdatabases rand rother reducational rresources, rincluding rvisual

rresources ron rthe rWeb r(Parmar rand rDesai, r2018). rWhat ris ralso revident r(from

rthe rresearcher’s robservation rand rparticipation) ris rthat rwhile rstudents rare rusing

rsocial rmedia rto rsocialise, rplay rgames, rshare rnews, rshare rpictures rand rvideos,
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ramong rother ruses, rthey rare ralso, rseemingly, rincreasingly rusing rsocial rmedia

rfor rmore racademic rpurposes. rIt rwas rthis rlatter ruse rof rsocial rmedia rthat

rprompted rthe rresearcher’s rinterest rand rprovided rthe rcontext rin rwhich rthe

rstudy rneeds rto rbe rseen. rA rpositive r“spin roff” rof rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia ris, ras

rpointed rto rabove, rthe rpromotion rof r(and rarguably rimprovement rin) rstudents’

rdigital rliteracy.

Among rthe rmost rfrequently rcited radvantages rof rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia

rby rstudents ris rtheir rability rto raid rcollaborative rlearning rand rcommunication

ramongst rtheir rpeers rand rothers rin racademia r(Ketonen-Oksi, rJussila rand

rKärkkäinen, r2016; rKhan, r2017). rFurther rcommonly rstated rbenefits rof rsocial

rmedia rare rtheir rnotable rcapability rto raid rdigital rliteracy rand rinformation

rdistribution. rAmong rthe rexamples rof rsuch rmedia rare rblogging rtools rused rby

rmany rstudents rto rcirculate rinformation ramong rtheir rpeers rand rpersons

rworldwide r(Ahmad, r2014; rAria rand rIzadpanah, r2017). rOther rthan

rcommunication, racademics rwho ruse rTwitter rrefer rto r“information

rdistribution” ras rone rof rthe rmain radvantages rof rusing rthe rmedium. rIts ruse rhas

rproven rpopular, rparticularly rin racademic rconferences r(Holmberg rand

rThelwall, r2014).
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Social rmedia rsites rbenefit rstudents rby rproviding rplatforms rthat rfoster

rcommunication rand rlifelong rlearning rand rfacilitate raccess rto rdistance rand

ropen reducation, re-learning rresources rand relibraries r(Saleh, r2020). rLecturers

rwho rimpart rknowledge rto rstudents ralso rbenefit rfrom rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia

rby rsharing reducational rmaterials, rexchanging rideas, rreading rthrough

rcolleagues’ rresearch, rgetting rupdated ron rresearch rtrends rand, rmost

rsignificantly, restablishing rtheir rown rprofessional rnetworks r(Akram rand

rKumar, r2017). rSocial rmedia rcreated rprecisely rfor reducational raudiences

rprovide ra rdistinct ropportunity rfor rthose raudiences rto rlearn rand rcreate ra rrobust

racademic rdiscussion ramong rthemselves. rThey ralso rencourage rpersonal

rconnections rthat rcan rlead rto rthe restablishment rof rnew rinformation rand

rknowledge. rFurthermore, rsocial rmedia rhave rthe rpotential rto raid rmore rrapid

rinteractions rbetween rlibraries rand rtheir rusers r(Ezeani rand rIgwesi, r2012)

rregardless rof rwhere rthe rusers rare rlocated ror rhow rthey rdecide rto rlearn rabout ror

raccess rthe rlibrary rservices rand rresources.

Jones, rJohnson-Yale, rMillermaier rand rSeoane-Perez, r(2008) rpoint rout

rthat rsocial rmedia ractivities rhave rbecome ran rimportant raspect rof racademic rlife

rin rtertiary rinstitution rcampuses. rThe ruse rof rsocial rmedia rin rtertiary
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rinstitutions ris rmainly rtwo-fold: rthe radministrative rpurpose rof rfacilitating

rregistration, rsupport rservices rand rsocialization r(Madge, rMeek, rWellens rand

rHooley, r2009) rand rthe reducational rpurpose r(Eteokleous, rKtoridou, rStavrides

rand rMichaelidis, r2012) rof rfostering rthe reducational routcomes rand rfacilitating

rthe rprocess rof rteaching rand rlearning r(Cassidy, r2006; rChen rand rBryer, r2012;

rLiu, r2010; rMadge, rMeek, rWellens rand rHooley, r2009). rSocial rmedia/SNSs

rhave rincreasingly rbecome ra rnew rmeans rof rcommunication rand rcollaboration

ramong racademia; rwhich rhas rincreased rits rusefulness ramong rstudents rglobally

r(Eteokleous, rKtoridou, rStavrides rand rMichaelidis, r2012; rMadge, rMeek,

rWellens rand rHooley, r2009).In ra rcase rstudy rconducted rby rNández rand

rBorrego r(2013) ron rthe ruse rof rsocial rnetworks rfor racademic rpurposes, rit rwas

rrevealed rthat rcitation rindexes, rdocument rcreation, redition rand rsharing rtools,

rcommunication rtools, rreference rmanagement rand rtime rmanagement rtools rare

rwidely rused rby rthe rstudents.

rStatement rof rthe rProblem

The rrapid radvancement rof rmedia rtechnology rhas rhad ra rgreat rimpact ron

rthe rway rpeople rcommunicate ron ra rdaily rbasis. rThe rgrowing rdimension rof rthe

ruse rof rthe rsocial rmedia ramong rthe ryouth rof rtoday rcannot rbe rover remphasized.



: r

62

rOver rthe ryears, rsocial rnetworking ramong rstudents rhas rbecome rmore rand

rmore rpopular. rIt ris ra rway rto rmake rconnections, rnot ronly ron rcampus rbut rwith

rfriends routside rof rschool. rSocial rnetworking ris ra rway rthat rhelps rpeople rfeel

rthey rbelong rto ra rcommunity. rDue rto rthe rincreased rpopularly rof rit, reconomists

rand rprofessors rare rquestioning rwhether rgrades rof rstudents rwill rnot rbe raffected

rby rhow rmuch rtime ris rspent ron rthese rsites. rMany rparents rand rguardians rare

rworried rthat rstudents rare rspending rtoo rmuch rtime ron rfacebook rand rother

rsocial rmedia rsites rand rhave rnot renough rtime rto rstudy. rThough rparents rare

rworried rabout rstudents’ rconstant ruse rof rthe rsocial rmedia rsites, rmany rstudents

rcontinue rto rutilize rthese rsites ron ra rdaily rbasis. rIt ris ragainst rthis rbackground

rthat rthis rresearch ris rbeing rconducted rto rascertain rthe rlevel rof reducation

reconomics rstudents rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin runiversity rof

rBenin, rBenin rcity.

rResearch rQuestions

1 What ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents rutilization rof rsocial

rmedia rfor racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin?

2 What ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents rutilization rof rsocial

rmedia rfor rassignments rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin?
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3 What ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents rutilization rof rsocial

rmedia rfor rtutorials rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin?

4 What ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents rutilization rof rsocial

rmedia rfor rcourse rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin?

Purpose rof rthe rStudy

 To rdetermine rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents rutilization rof

rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin?

 To rAssess rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents rutilization rof

rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin?

 To rExamine r rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents rutilization rof

rsocial rmedia rfor rtutorials rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin?

 To rdetermine rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents rutilization rof

rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin?

rSignificance rof rthe rstudy

This rstudy rwould rbe rvery ruseful rto reducators rand racademics rsince rit

rlooks rat rthe rlevel rof reducation reconomics rstudents rutilize rsocial rmedia rfor

racademic rpurposes rin rUuniversity rof rBenin, rBenin rcity. rThis rstudy rwill ralso

rbe rof rgreat rimportance rto reducation reconomics rstudents ras rto rhow rbeneficial
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rand rdestructive rsocial rmedia ris rto rthem. rFurthermore, rit rwill rbe rbeneficial rto r

rthe rtertiary rinstitution rlecturers ras rthey rwill rbe rable rto ruse rthe rsocial rmedia

rproperly rin rthe rlecturing rof rstudents.

rScope rand rDelimitation rOf rthe rStudy

The rscope rof rthis rstudy rboarders ron rassessing rthe rlevel rof reducation

reconomics rstudents rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademic rpurposes rsuch ras

rassignments, rcoursework rand rtutorials rin rUniversity rof rBenin, rBenin rcity.

rHence, rthe rstudy rwill rbe rdelimited rto rEducation rEconomics rstudents rin

rUniversity rof rBenin, rBenin rCity.

Definition rof rTerms

The rfollowing rterms rare rdefined ras rused rin rthe rstudy.

Social rMedia: rSocial rMedia ris ra rcomputer-based rtechnology rthat rfacilitates r

rthe rsharing rof rideas, rthoughts, rand rinformation rthrough r rthe rbuilding r rof

rvirtual rnetworks rand rcommunities r

Academic r: rAcademic ris rused rto rdescribe rthings rthat rrelate rto rthe rwork rdone

rin rschools, rcolleges rand runiversities, respecially rwork rwhich rinvolves

rstudying rand rreasoning rrather rthan rpractical ror rtechnical rskills. r
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Course rwork: rIt ris ra rwritten ror rpractical rwork rdone rby ra rstudent rduring ra

rcourse rof rstudy, rusually rassessed rin rorder rto rcount rtowards ra rfinal rmark ror

rgrade.

Tutorial: rA rtutorial ris ra rmethod rof rtransferring rknowledge rand rmay rbe rused

ras ra rpart rof ra rlearning rprocess. rMore rinteractive rand rspecific rthan ra rbook ror ra

rlecture. rA rtutorial rseeks rto rteach rcertain rtask rby rexample rand rsupply rthe

rinformation rto rcomplete ra rcertain rtask.
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CHAPTER rTWO

REVIEW rOF rRELATED rLITERATURE.

This rchapter rcontains rthe rreview rof rrelated rliterature ron rthe rassessment

rof rthe rlevel rof reducation reconomics rstudents rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor

racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin, rBenin rcity. rThe rreview rwas rdone runder

rthe rfollowing rsub-headings:

 Theoretical rFramework r

 Concept rof rSocial rmedia

 Level rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rAcademics rin rUniversities r

 Level rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rAssignments.

 Level rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rTutorials

 Level rof rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse rworks

 Summary rof rLiterature rReviewed

Theoretical rFramework

The rUses rand rGratification rTheory

The rresearch ris rbased ron rElihu rKatz, rJay rBlumler, rand rMichael

rGurevitch’s rUses rand rGratifications rtheory, rwhich rwas rdeveloped rin r1974.

r(Onabanjo rand rOsifeso, r2008) rAccording rto rthis ridea, rviewers rare ractive

rparticipants rwho rintentionally rseek rout rspecific rmedia rand rinformation rin

rorder rto rattain rspecific routcomes ror rgratifications rthat rmeet rtheir rindividual
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rrequirements r(Nayyar, r2007). rWhen rit rcomes rto rusing rthe rmedia rto rmeet

rone’s rdesires ror rneeds, rDaramola r(2012) rstated rthat rthe ruses rand rgratifications

rtheory ris rconcerned. rScholars rare rcurrently remploying rthis rtheory rto rstudy

rissues rlike ras rmobile rphone ruse, rinternet ruse, rand rsocial rmedia ruse. rAccording

rto rthe ruses rand rgratifications ridea, ra rmedia raudience ris rmore rlikely rto rbe

rengaged rand rfocused ron rachieving ra rcertain rgoal. rIt’s rnot runcommon rfor

rpeople rto rchoose rand ruse ra rspecific rmedia rto rmeet rtheir rpersonal rdemands.

rThis rtheory rsuggests rthat rindividuals ractively rchoose rand ruse rmedia rto rfulfill

rtheir rneeds rand rdesires, rrather rthan rbeing rpassive rrecipients rof rmedia

rmessages.

Nayyar, r(2007) routlined rkey rconcepts rof rthe rUses rand rGratifications

rTheory ras rfollows; r rFirst, rthe r"needs rand rgratifications" rperspective rasserts

rthat rpeople rare rmotivated rto rconsume rmedia rby rmeeting rsome rbasic

rpsychological rrequirements. rThese rrequirements rcan rbe rbroken rdown rinto

rmany rdifferent rdimensions, rsuch ras rknowledge, rcommunication, ramusement,

rprivacy, rand rsecurity. rThe rmedia routlets rthat rpeople rchoose rare rthe rones rthey

rfeel rwill rbest rmeet rtheir rown rrequirements.
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Individuals rare rseen ras ractive rparticipants rin rthe rmedia-consumption

rprocess, raccording rto rthe rtheory's rcentral rtenet, rthe ractive raudience.

rIndividual rinterests rand rneeds rdrive rhow rusers rpick, rinteract rwith, rand

runderstand rmedia. rIt rstresses rthat rpeople rcan rmake rtheir rown rdecisions rabout

rwhat rand rhow rmuch rmedia rto rconsume rin rorder rto rsatisfy rtheir rown rneeds rfor

rpleasure.

The rthird rapproach, rcalled r"goal-oriented rmedia ruse," rsuggests rthat

rpeople ruse rthe rmedia rfor rspecific rreasons. rThey rseek rfor rand rinteract rwith

rmaterial rthat rserves rtheir rinterests rand rfurthers rtheir rgoals. rA rstudent rmight

rutilize rsocial rmedia rin rorder rto rstudy, rconnect rwith rfriends, ror rpass rthe rtime.

rThe rapproach racknowledges rthat rdifferent rpeople rhave rvaried rtastes rand

rrequirements, rand rthat rthese rfactors rinfluence rhow rthey rinteract rwith rmedia. rIt

rhighlights rthe rfact rthat rthe reffects rand rpleasures rof rmedia rare rnot rthe rsame rfor

reveryone. rThe rprecise rpleasures rsought rand racquired rfrom rmedia ruse rcan rbe

rinfluenced rby rfactors rsuch ras rdemography, rpersonality rtraits, rand rsocial

rsetting.

The ridea remphasizes rthe rdynamic rinteraction rbetween raudiences rand

rmedia rmessages, rwhich rbrings rus rto rpoint rnumber rfive. rPeople raren't rpassive



: r

69

rrecipients rof rmedia; rthey rmake rchoices rabout rwhat rto rwatch, rhow rto rperceive

rit, rand rwhat rto rdo rnext, rwhich rmay rinclude rsharing ror rcommenting. rUsers rwill

rget rthe rmost rpleasure rout rof rmedia rwhen rits rcontent rprecisely rmeets rtheir

rwants rand rneeds.

Practical rImplications rfor rUnderstanding rHow rSocial rMedia rAffects

rStudents' rGrades rStudents' rmotivations rfor rusing rsocial rmedia rand rthe

rrewards rthey rexpect rto rreceive rcan rbe rdeduced rby rapplying rthe rUses rand

rGratifications rTheory. rTo rsatisfy rtheir rinformational rneeds, rstudents rmay

rutilize rsocial rmedia rto rresearch rtopics rof rinterest, rlocate rrelevant rmaterials,

rand rconnect rwith rclassmates rand rteachers. rStudents' rsocial rneeds rcan rbe rmet

rthrough rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia, rwhich rcan rserve ras ra rhub rfor rcourse-related

rgroup rwork, rdebate, rand remotional rsupport.

During rfree rtime, rstudents rcan rsatisfy rtheir rentertainment rdemands rby

rusing rsocial rnetworking rsites rlike rFacebook, rTwitter, rand rInstagram.

rStudents' ridentities rmay rbe rinfluenced rby rtheir ruse rof rsocial rmedia, rwhich

rprovides ran routlet rfor rthem rto rpromote rtheir rwork, rbuild rtheir rreputation, rand

rseek rout rrecognition.



: r

70

Students' rsocial rmedia ruse ris rinfluenced rby ra rvariety rof rfactors, rand rthe

ruses rand rgratifications rtheory rcan rshed rlight ron rthese rfactors rand rtheir reffects

ron rstudents' racademic rachievement. rThe ridea raids racademics rin rdetermining

rwhy rand rhow rmuch rstudents ruse rsocial rmedia rsites, rand rhow rthat rusage

rimpacts rtheir racademic rsuccess. rStudents' rmotivations rfor rusing rsocial rmedia

rshould rbe rdetermined, rincluding rif rthey rare rprimarily rinterested rin rgaining

rknowledge, rmaking rfriends, rhaving rfun, ror rexpressing rthemselves. rThis

rtheory ralso rinvestigates rthe rfactors rthat rlead rstudents rto rfavor rparticular rsocial

rmedia rsites, rand rhow rthat rpreference rrelates rto rtheir reducational raims. rTwitter

rand rLinkedIn, rfor rinstance, rcan rbe rused rfor rscholarly rnetworking rand

rinformation rsharing, rwhile rInstagram rand rSnapchat rcan rbe rused rfor rmore

rcasual rstudent-to-student rcommunication. r

The rnotion rpaves rthe rway rfor rstudies rthat rexamine rthe rrelationship

rbetween rstudents' renjoyment rof rsocial rmedia rand rtheir racademic rperformance.

rThe reffect rof rsocial rmedia ron rstudents' racademic rperformance rcan rbe rbetter

runderstood, rfor rexample, rby rdetermining rwhether ror rnot rstudents ruse rof rthese

rplatforms rprovides rthem rwith ra rfeeling rof rcommunity, remotional rsupport,

raccess rto reducational rresources, ror ran routlet rfor rcreative rexpression.
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rInterventions rdesigned rto rencourage rethical rsocial rmedia ruse rand rboost

rstudents' racademic rachievement rcan rbe rinformed rby rthis rnotion. rFor rinstance,

rtherapies rmay raim rto rimprove rinformation-seeking rhabits, rencourage rmore

rconstructive rsocial rconnections, rteach rbetter rtime rmanagement rtechniques, ror

rincrease runderstanding rof rthe rrisks rassociated rwith rsocial rmedia raddiction. rAs

ra rresult rof rthis rcomprehension, reducational rpolicies, rinterventions, rand rtactics

rcan rbe rdeveloped rto rtake radvantage rof rthe rbenefits rof rsocial rmedia rwhile

rminimizing rany rdetrimental reffects ron rstudents' rperformance rin rthe rclassroom.

rConcept rof rSocial rMedia

Social rmedia rcontinuously rkeeps rchanging rand ras rsuch rit ris rdifficult rto

rassign ra rfixed rdefinition rto rit ras rJacka rand rScott r(2011), rargued rthat r‘’there ris

rno rsingle rrecognized rdefinition rfor rsocial rmedia’’. rHowever rsome rscholars

rhave rdefined rit rin rdifferent rperspectives rover rthe rpast ryears.

Kaplan rand rHaenlein r(2010), rdefined rsocial rmedia ras ra rgroup rof

rinternet- rbased rapplications rthat rbuild ron rthe rideological rand rtechnological

rfoundations rof rWeb r2.0 rand rallow rthe rcreation rand rexchange rof ruser-

generated rcontent. rThe rOxford rdictionary r(2011), ralso rdefined rsocial rmedia ras

r“websites rand rapplications rused rfor rsocial rnetworking”. rAnother rdefinition rof
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rsocial rmedia ris rthat rit ris ra r‘’communication rchannel rwhich ris rvery rpopular,

rextremely rfast rand rbroad, rhas rproven rto rbe rhighly reffective, ras rwell ras rtrusted

rby rbillions rof rpeople r, rto rshare rand rdiscover rcontent rconcerning rindividuals,

rbrands, rinformation, rentertainment rand rknowhow’’ r(Dearborn, r2014). rOne

rtheme rthat rall rthese rdefinitions runderpin ris rthat rsocial rmedia rinvolves rsome

rform rof rcommunication rbetween rindividuals rover rthe rinternet.

The remergence rof rnovel rforms rof rmedia rfor rconveying rinformation ris

rnot rcoincidental. rThe rdevelopment rof rtechnology rwas rgradual rand rpredictable.

rWhat's rdifferent, rthanks rto rmicroprocessors, rthough, ris r"the rastounding

rdiversity rand rsophistication rof rIT, rits rrising refficiency, rreliability, rspeed,

rprecision, rcheapness, rportability, rand rubiquity" r(Soola, r1998). rThe rterm r"new

rmedia" rrefers rto rthe rconvergence rof rcomputer rand rtelecommunication

rtechnologies rused rto rdisseminate rcontent rto rdiverse raudiences racross rgreat

rdistances rand rtime rzones. rAccording rto rSpurgeon r(2008), rinteractivity ris ra

rsignificant rcriterion rfor rcontrasting r"old" rmass rmedia rwith r"new" rdigitally

rnetworked rones.

Social rmedia rare ronline rtechnological rplatforms rthat rassist rbring rpeople

rtogether rfrom rfar rand rwide, ras rstated rby rTalaue, rAlSaad, rAlRushaidan,
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rAlHugail, rand rAlFahhad r(2018). rIt's ra rweb-based rsystem rthat rmakes ruse rof

rboth rmobile rand rweb rtechnologies, rgiving reach ruser rfull rcontrol rover rtheir

rcommunication rfrom rany relectronic rdevice r(El rKhatib, rand rKhan, r2017). rOur

rlives rhave rbeen rsplit rin rtwo rsince rthe radvent rof rsocial rnetworking rsites rlike

rTwitter, rYahoo rMessenger, rFacebook rMessenger, rBlackberry rMessenger

r(BBM), rWhatsApp, r2go, rSkype, rGoogle rspeak, rGoogle rMessenger, riPhones,

rand randroids. rRelationships rare rfostered rthrough rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia.

rThey rallow rfor rindividuals rto rshare rinformation, rmusic, rbooks, rimages, rand

rmore racross roceans rand rcountries. rAlsaif r(2016) rargues rthat rproviding raccess

rto rcustomers rand rusers ris rthe rprimary rfunction rof rsocial rmedia. rThey rcan

rinteract rwith rothers rand rmake rfriends rin ra rvirtual rsetting. rPeople rcan rtalk

rabout rtheir rday-to-day rexperiences, rtheories, rtheories, rphotos, rvideos, rand

rlinks ron rsocial rmedia. rIn raddition, rpeople rcan radvertise rtheir rown rprofessional

rand rpersonal rskills. rBecause rof rits rability rto rrapidly rdisseminate ruseful

rinformation, rinternet rnetworking rhas rquickly rbecome rthe rmost rpopular rform

rof rcontact. r

The rclassroom rand rthe reducational rsystem ras ra rwhole rhave rbeen

rparticularly raffected rby rthe rrise rof rsocial rmedia rnetworking. rEven rOsharive



: r

74

r(2015) rconcedes rthat rstudents rbenefit rfrom rusing rsocial rnetworks rsince rit

renhances rtheir reducational rand rpersonal rdevelopment. rOlubiyi r(2012),

rhowever, robserved rthat rmodern-day rpupils rspend rnearly rall rof rtheir rwaking

rhours ronline. rSome rstudents rhave rbeen rseen rpinging, r2going, ror rface rbooking

rduring rlectures reven rin rclassrooms rand rauditoriums. rThe renthusiasm rfor

rmaking rnew racquaintances ronline rand, rmost rof rthe rtime, rbusy rdebating

runimportant rproblems, rhas rstifled rtime rthat rshould rbe rdevoted rto rstudy,

racademic rresearch, rand rinnovation. rAs ra rresult, rmost rstudents' racademic

rprogress ris rhindered rbecause rof rtime rspent ron rsocial rmedia. rUniversity

rstudents rparticipate rin rsocial rnetworking rbecause rthey renjoy rit. rPeople ruse rthe

rinternet rfor ra rvariety rof rreasons, rincluding rkeeping rup rwith rfriends'

rwhereabouts rand ractivities, rsharing rimages, rand rfinding remotional rsupport. r

Students rwho rdevote rtheir rtime rand renergy rto rtheir rstudies rare rrewarded

rwith rbetter rgrades rand rmore ropportunities. rBoth rthe rInternet rand rtextbooks

rare requally rvalid rresources rfor rlearning. rThe radvantages rof rsocial rmedia rover

rmore rtraditional rforms rof rcommunication rhave rled rto rtheir rwidespread

radoption. rSocial rmedia rnetworks rcan rbe rmade rsafer rand rmore rtrustworthy

rwith rthe rhelp rof rtechnology r(Stergiou ret ral., r2018). rMore rthan r4.95 rbillion
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rpeople rutilize rthe rInternet ras rof rJanuary r2022 r(Johnson, r2022) rwith rover r4.62

rbillion rusing rsocial rmedia. rIt rhas rbeen rdiscovered rthat ryoung rpeople, rand

rparticularly rcollege rstudents, rspend ra rdisproportionate ramount rof rtime ron

rsocial rnetworking rsites. rSocial rmedia ris ran rintegral rpart rof rtheir rdaily rlives

r(Laura ret ral., r2017). rIn rthe rlast rtwo ryears, rvarious ronline rplatforms rincluding

rMicrosoft rTeams, rZoom, rand rGoogle rMeet rhave rsurpassed rsocial rmedia ras

rthe rgo-to rfor rhosting rwebinars, ronline rclasses, rand rother rtypes rof rvirtual

rgatherings. rDuring rthe repidemic, rthis rspecified ruser rcommunity rused rthese

rchannels rto rdisseminate rand rshare rinformation. rFacebook, rYouTube,

rInstagram, rWhatsApp, rand rweblogs rare rall rsocial rmedia rplatforms rused rfor

rpublic rand/or rprivate rcommunication. rBefore, rpeople rsimply rused rsocial

rmedia rto rkeep rin rtouch rwith rloved rones, rbut rnow rit's rone rof rthe rmost

rimportant rinstruments rfor reducation r(Dzogbenuku ret ral., r2019).

rLevel rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rAcademics rin rUniversities r

Utilization rof rsocial rmedia rplatforms rfor reducational rpurposes rSeveral

rscientists rhave rexamined rthe rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rnetworking rin rdiverse

racademic rand rsocial rcontexts r(Lange-Ros, r2011). rSocial rmedia rplatforms

rcreated rfor racademic rpurposes rhave rbeen rincreasingly rpopular ramong
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rscientists rin rthe rfields rof reducation rand rsocial rsciences, roffering rnumerous

radvantages. rMazman rand rUsluel r(2010) ridentified reducational rusage ras ra

rsignificant radvantage rof rsocial rnetworking rplatforms. rThey rdepicted

rFacebook, ra rwidely-used rsocial rnetworking rplatform, ras ra rvaluable

reducational rresource rbecause rof rits rorganisation rand rdiverse rfeatures. rThese

rfeatures rinclude rfacilitating rintentional ror rspontaneous rlearning rexperiences

rby rconnecting rindividuals rwith rshared rinterests, renabling rthe rexchange rof

rinformation rand rideas, rpromoting rdiscussions, rand rfostering rcollaboration.

rSocial rnetworks rserve ras rinstructional rtools ras rthey renable rindividuals rto

rconnect rwith rothers rand rget rsocial rsupport. r

They ralso rfacilitate rcollaborative rinformation rfinding rand rsharing,

rcontent rproduction, rand rthe raggregation rand rmodification rof rknowledge rand

rinformation r(Mazman&Usluel, r2010). rAdvocates rclaim rthat rmodern rcollege

rstudents rare raccustomed rto ra rsociety rwhere rsocial rmedia ris rthe rusual rway rof

rcommunication. rTherefore, rsocial rmedia renhances rthe rlearning rprocess ras ran

reducational rtool rby renabling rstudents rand rinstructors rto rshare rideas, rpromote

rcollaboration rand rdiscussion, rand ractively rparticipate rand rcommunicate

rthrough remerging rsocial rplatforms r(Lederer, r2012; rTurkle, r2004). rThe
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ravailable rresearch ron rsocial rmedia rprovides rvaluable rrecommendations rfor

rimplementation rin rhigher reducation. r

The rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rby runiversity rstudents ris ra rcompelling

rsubject rof rstudy rfor reducators rand rsocial rscientists r(Al-Rahmi r& rOthman,

r2013). rHamid, rChang, rand rKurnia r(2009) rfurther rstated rthat rthe rexisting

rliterature rcontains rbeneficial rmethods rand rapproaches rfor rusing rit rat rthe

rUniversity rlevel. rThis rtext routlines rthe rprogression rof rcontent rcreation rand

rhighlights ra rreduced remphasis ron rsharing, rinteracting, rcollaborating, rand

rsocializing rthrough rits rutilization. rDabner r(2011) rsaid rthat rthere rare rdefinite

radvantages rto radopting rsocial rmedia rnetworking rto rconnect rwith rpresent rand

rpotential rstudents, ras rit rallows rinstitutions rto rtap rinto rpotential rbenefits.

rAccording rto rKear r(2010), rmany rinstitutions rhave rfailed rto rdevelop rplans rfor

rleveraging rsocial rmedia rbefore rimplementing rthese rprogrammes rdue rto rthe

rfast rpace rof rchange. rChretien, rGreysen, rChretien, rand rKind r(2009) rargue rthat

rstudent rengagement rrefers rto rthe rtime rand reffort rstudents rinvest rin

reducational ractivities. rThey ralso remphasize rthe rimportance rof rpeers rin

rinfluencing rstudent rlearning rand rvalues rdevelopment. rTherefore, reducational

rinstitutions rshould ractively rutilize rand rshape rthis rinfluence rto renhance
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racademic rexpectations. rThe rfull rpotential rof rusing rsocial rmedia rto renhance

rlearning rand rteaching rcannot rbe rrealised runtil rthere ris ra rdeeper runderstanding

rof rhow rthe rsocial rnature rof rthese rplatforms rcan rbe rleveraged rto rengage

rstudents rwho rare rless rinvolved ror rdisengaged, rand rencourage rthem rto ractively

rparticipate rin reducational ractivities rwith rtheir rhighly rengaged rpeers rand

rteachers. rThis rwill rcontribute rto rthe racademic rsuccess rof ra rlarger rnumber rof

rstudents r(Kuh, rKinzie, rCruce, rShoup&Gonyea, r2007). r

There ris ra rsignificant rrise rin rstudents' rinterest rin rutilizing rsocial rmedia.

rPresently, radolescents rrely rheavily ron rthe rinternet rfor ra rsignificant rshare rof

rtheir rdaily ractivities rand rinformation racquisition, rin rcontrast rto rprevious

rgenerations rwho rrelied ron rmediums rsuch ras rtelevision ror rnewspapers r(Lewis,

r2012).According rto rLenhart rand rMadden r(2013), rstudents rheavily rrely ron

rsocial rnetworking rwebsites rto rmaintain rcommunication rwith rpeers rand rgather

rinformation. rLiccardi r(2013) rasserts rthat rstudents restablish rsocial rconnections

rwith rone ranother rin rorder rto rshare rtheir reveryday rlearning rexperiences rand

rengage rin rconversations ron rvarious rthemes. rSocial rmedia rplatforms rfacilitate

rcooperation rand rconversation rby rproviding ra rwide rrange rof rcontent, rincluding

rthe rability rto rpost, rcopy, rshare, rand rsearch rutilizing rinternet rtools. rIn rthe
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rpresent rday, rstudents rutilize rsocial rmedia rplatforms rwhenever rand rwherever

rthey rhave raccess rto rthe rinternet rin rorder rto rfulfil rtheir reducational

rrequirements r(Dewing, r2012). r

rLevel rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rAssignments r

According rto rRaymond rand rAfua r(2016), rsocial rmedia rplatforms rcan rbe

rutilized rfor reducational rpurposes rsuch ras rassignments, rand rother rcourse-

related rtasks. rIt rallows rstudents rto rreceive rfeedback ron rclass rschedules, rclass

rlocations, rexchange rinformation rwith rtheir rpeers, rand rdiscuss rconcerns

rrelating rto rtheir rcoursework, ramong rother rthings. rSocial rmedia rfunctions ras ra

rplatform rfor rboth rreceiving rand rgenerating racademic rinformation, rwhich

rimproves rlearning rresults. rIt ris rcrucial rfor rinstructors rand rstudents rto rembrace

rthe ropportunity rof rutilizing rsocial rmedia rplatforms rfor reffective rteaching

r(Walkyria, r2012). rOnline rcommunities roffer ra rvaluable ropportunity rfor

ryoung rpeople rto raccess racademic rhelp rand rreceive rsupport r(Lusk, r2012). rPut

rsimply, rusing rsocial rmedia rsuccessfully rwill rresult rin ra rfavourable rlearning

routcome. rSocial rmedia rhas ra rgood rinfluence ron rpupils rby rfacilitating rsocial

rinteraction, rknowledge rsharing, rself-updating, rlearning rfrom rdiverse rsources,

rexpressing rthoughts rand rfeelings, rand rcommunication. r
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In raddition rto rpermeating revery raspect rof rstudent rlife, rsocial rmedia rhas

rbegun rto rpermeate revery raspect rof racademic rwork. rStudents rare rcoming rup

rwith rcreative ruses rof rthese rplatforms rto rimprove rtheir rlearning rand rteamwork.

rUtilization ris ra rcrucial rcomponent rin rresearch. rStudents rcan rengage rwith

rprofessionals rand rclassmates ron reducational rforums rand rTwitter, rallowing

rthem rto robtain rvaried ropinions rand rreputable rsources. rJoining ra rFacebook

rgroup rthat ris rsolely rfocused ron ra rcertain rsubject rcan rhelp ryou rlearn rmore

rabout rit rthrough rconversation rand rthe rsharing rof rmaterials. r

Collaborating ron rprojects ris ranother rbenefit rof rsocial rnetworking.

rInstant rmessaging, rideation, rand rproject rmanagement rare rall rpossible rvia

rgroup rconversations ron rservices rlike rDiscord rand rWhatsApp. rSome rplatforms

rhave rcollaborative rcapabilities rthat rlet rstudents rwork ron rdocuments ror

rpresentations rat rthe rsame rtime, rwhich rmakes rthe rprocess rmuch reasier. rSocial

rmedia ralso rprovides rpupils rwith ran ropportunity rto rshowcase rtheir rcreativity.

rTo rmake rlearning rmore rinteractive rand rmemorable, rone rmight ruse rplatforms

rlike rYouTube ror rInstagram rto rcreate rvisually rinteresting rlectures ror rfilms.

Nevertheless, rone rmust rnot roverlook rthe rpossible rdownsides. rImportant

rworries rinclude rdiversions rand rthe rpropagation rof rfalse rinformation. rSocial
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rmedia's rconstant rflow rof rupdates rand rnotifications rcan rmake rit rhard rto

rconcentrate, rand rusing rmaterial rthat risn't rvalidated rcan rcause rstudents rto rturn

rin rerroneous rwork rfor rschool. rStudents rrequire rdigital rliteracy rskills rsuch ras

rsource revaluation rand rtime rmanagement rin rorder rto rutilize rtechnology

rresponsibly. r

If rstudents rwant rto rget rthe rmost rout rof rtheir reducation rand rwork

rtogether ron rprojects, rsocial rmedia ris ra rgreat rresource. rStudents rmay ruse rthese

rplatforms rto rtheir radvantage rto rsucceed racademically rin rexciting rand rnew

rways rif rthey rknow rhow rto ruse rthem rand ravoid rcommon rmistakes. rOne rway rto

rimprove reducation ris rto rinclude rsocial rmedia rinto rclassroom ractivities. rAs ra

rform rof rcutting-edge rtechnology, rsocial rnetworking rsites r(SNSs) rcan rhelp

rstudents radapt rto rnew rways rof rlearning rand rdifferent rcultures. rA rgreater

rpropensity rto ruse rsocial rmedia rmay raccompany ran rover-reliance ron

rinterpersonal rcontact. rCooperation rthrough rsocial rmedia, ron rthe rother rhand,

rcan, rdepending ron rits rapplication, rfoster ran ratmosphere rconducive rto rlearning.

rThere ris ra rrobust rrelationship rbetween rsocial rnetworking rapps rand rnumerous

rconstructivist rpedagogical rfeatures, raccording rto rFerdig's r(2007) rresearch.

rActive rlearning, rsocial rlearning, rand rcommunities rof rpractice rand rlearning rare
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rpedagogical rmethodologies rthat rhe rbelieved rthese rtechnologies rsupport. rTwo

rstudies rthat rhave rshed rlight ron rthe rpotential rbenefits rof rsocial rmedia rfor

reducation rare rMazman rand rUsluel r(2010) rand rCortijo, rArteage, rand rJaved

r(2013). r

Among rthese rare rthe rfollowing: rsupplying rsocial rbenefits; rfacilitating

rknowledge rsharing; rencouraging ractive rinvolvement; rfostering rengagement;

rand rpromoting rcooperation. rBlogs r(like rHuffington rPost), rnetworks r(like

rFacebook, rTwitter, rLinkedIn, rResearchGate, retc.), rvideo rsharing r(like

rYouTube), raudio rsharing r(like rPodcast), rmobile rsites r(2go, retc.), rand rimage ror

rpicture rsharing r(like rInstagram, rFlicker) rare rall rexamples rof rsocial rmedia

rplatforms rthat rare rknown rto rfoster rthese rqualities. rThis ris rbecause rof rthe ropen

rand rconversational rnature rof rthe rplatforms, rthe rconnectivity rthey rprovide, rand

rthe rappealing rtextual rand raudiovisual rcharacteristics. r

Collaborative rplatforms ron rsocial rmedia renable rindividuals rto rrethink

rthe rproduction rof renergy rand rintelligence, rin rcontrast rto rthe rtraditional

rparadigm rof rlearning rthat rplaces ran remphasis ron rindividual rlearning

rprocesses. rCollaborative rpower rcontent rsolutions rare rthose rthat rallow rusers rto

rcome rup rwith ra rcommon rgoal, rshare rthat rgoal rwith rtheir rpeers, rand rthen



: r

83

rpublish rtheir rwork rin ra rform rthat rallows rfor rfurther rrevisions rand rrevisits. rAs

rcompared rto rother rinstructional rmethods, rresearch rshows rthat rstudents rlearn

rmore rand rretain rmore rinformation rwhen rthey rare ractively rparticipating rin rthe

rprocess, rand rthat rstudents rwork rin rgroups. rIn ra rgroup rsetting, rstudents rare rable

rto rwork rtogether rto rfind rbetter rsolutions rto rproblems. rWith rthe ruse rof rsocial

rmedia, rstudents rcan rcollaborate ron rprojects rthat rwould rbe rimpossible rfor rany

rone rof rthem rto rcomplete ralone. rWikis rare ran rexample rof ra rcollaborative rsocial

rmedia rtool; rthey rare ronline rcommunities rwhere rnumerous rpeople rcan redit rand

rcontribute rto ra rsingle rbody rof rtext.

Level rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rTutorials

Research rhas rdemonstrated rthat ramong rmany rfactors, rgood

rcommunication rbetween rinstructors rand rtheir rstudents ris rcrucial rto rthe rproper

rexecution rof rany rlearning rprocess. rBoth rinstruction rand rstudent

runderstanding rwill rsuffer rin rthe rabsence rof reffective rtwo-way rcommunication.

rThat ris rwhy rit ris rcrucial rfor reducators rto rkeep ra rclose reye ron rtheir rstudents rso

rthey rcan ridentify rany rdifficulties rthey rmay rbe rfacing. rTeachers rare rmore

rlikely rto rfacilitate rrapid rand rhigh-quality rlearning rwhen rthey rdevelop rstrong

rrelationships rwith rtheir rstudents. rHere, ra rlot rof rschools rare rgriping rabout rhow
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rtheir rstudents ract rerratically rright rnow. rBecause rstudents rmake rup rthe rbulk rof

rinternet rusers rand rrely ron rsocial rmedia rto rstay rin rtouch rwith rloved rones rand

rcoworkers, rit's rcrucial rto rinvestigate rthe rways rin rwhich rthese rplatforms rmight

rserve ras ruseful rresources rfor rcontemporary rclassroom rinstruction. r

Facebook, rMySpace, rand rTwitter, rto rmention ra rfew, rcan rfunction ras

rbackchannels rfor rcommunication rbetween rstudents rand rbetween rinstructors

rand rstudents rboth rin rand rout rof rclass, rgreatly rimproving rthe rcommunication

rbetween rall rparties rinvolved rin rthe reducational rsystem. ras rwell ras rnotify

rstudents rof rupcoming rguest rspeakers, rpanel rdiscussions, rand rspecial rlectures.

rInteraction rbetween rteachers rand rstudents rwill rundoubtedly raid rin

rcomprehending rand rresolving ra rrange rof rinterconnected rlearning rchallenges

rmore rquickly. rBoth rstudent-to-student rand rstudent-to-teacher rcommunication

rcan rbe renhanced rthrough rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia. rThe rsecond rgroup rcan

rcoordinate rstudy rsessions rfor rforthcoming rtests rand rprojects rby rutilizing

ronline rsocial rnetworks. rThey rcan rask rother rstudents rfor rspecific rinformation

rregarding rthe rtest's rcontent ror rthe rrequirements rof ra rparticular rassignment.

rStudents rwho rare rstruggling rwith ra rcertain rsubject rcan rfind rand rfollow rother

rstudents ron rsocial rmedia rfor radvice rand rsupport. rIn ra rsimilar rvein, rthis
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rcollaborative rtool rcan reffectively renhance rstudent rinteraction rthrough rthe

rusage rof rblogs rthat rincorporate rcontributions rfrom rvarious rusers.

Platforms rsuch ras rYouTube, rFacebook, rwikis, rand rblogs roffer ran

rextensive rarray rof rcontent rcovering ra rdiverse rvariety rof rtopics. rConsequently,

rstudents rhave rthe roption rto rutilize rany rof rthese rresources rfor rtutorials rin ra rbid

rto robtain rmore rexplanations ror rclarifications. rStudies rhave rdemonstrated rthat

rthe rutilization rof rtechnology rin runiversities rcan reffectively renhance rstudents'

rmotivation rin rtheir rcoursework r(Jones ret ral., r2008). rEnhanced rstudent

rmotivation rfrequently rleads rto ra rfavourable rinfluence ron rstudent rengagement,

racademic rperformance, rand rpersonal rpsychological rfactors r(Imhof,

rVollmeyer, r& rBeierlein, r2007). r

Virtual rtools rlike rMoodle, rThe rStudent rRoom, rElearners, rEasyclass,

rand rAcademia.Edu rfacilitate rcommunication rand rcollaboration ramong

rstudents rand rteachers rin rcore racademic ractivities. rThese rtools rprovide ra

rparticipatory renvironment rwhere reducational rmaterial ris rreadily raccessible rto

rall rusers, rregardless rof rtime ror rlocation. rWithin rthis rparticular rsetting,

rindividuals, rparticularly rchildren, rhave rthe ropportunity rto rpose rinquiries rand

rconcerns, rwhich rwill rthen rbe raddressed rby rtheir rpeers ror reducators. rThe
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rintegration rof rsocial rmedia rinto rclass rassignments rhas rempowered rteachers rto

rinspire rstudents rto rengage rand rlearn refficiently rboth rin rand rout rof rthe

rclassroom r(Roblyer, ret.al., r2010, rJunco, rElavsky, r& rHeiberger, r2012).

rTeacher-student rengagement roften roccurs rin rperson, rbut rpeer rassessment,

rdiscussions, rand rcollaborative rwork rare rtypically rconducted rusing rsocial

rnetworks r(Liccardi ret ral., r2007). rThese rpedagogical rmethods rcan rcontribute

rto rthe restablishment rof ra rfavourable reducational rsetting rfor rstudents, rhence

renhancing rthe rprocess rof racquiring rknowledge r(Roblyer ret ral, r2010;

rKirschner r& rKarpinski, r2010; rLenhar ret ral, r2010Jones, rJohnson-Yale,

rMillermaier, r& rSeoane rPerez, r2008). r

Nevertheless, rstudies rhave rshown rthat rnumerous reducators rare rhesitant

rto rintegrate rsocial rmedia rtechnology rinto rtheir rinstructional rmethods r(Roblyer

ret ral., r2010) rprimarily rbecause rof rtheir rlimited rproficiency rin rtechnology

r(Conlon rand rSimpson, r2003) rand rthe rperception rthat rnew rtechnologies rare

runnecessary rand rdo rnot rcontribute rto rfavourable rlearning rresults r(King,

rDuke-Williams r& rMottershead, r2009). rThis rstudy raims rto rinvestigate

rstudents' rviewpoints ron rthe rintegration rof rsocial rmedia rtechnology rinto rtheir

rlearning rprocess, ras rwell ras rhow rtheir rinstructors rhave rembraced rthis
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rtechnology. rIt ris rworth rnoting rthat rempirical revidence rsuggests rthat r64% rof

runiversity rstudents rin rthe rUnited rStates rare rwilling rto rread ra rblog rauthored rby

ra rprofessor r(Junco r& rCole-Avent, r2008).

The ruse rof rsocial rmedia rfor reducational rpurposes, respecially rthe

rdiscovery rof rtutorials, ris ron rthe rrise ramong rstudents. rSocial rmedia's

raccessibility rand rease rof ruse rare rthe rprimary rfactors rpropelling rthis rchange.

rYou rmay rfind ra rwealth rof rinstructional rvideos ron rsites rlike rYouTube rand

rTikTok, rranging rfrom rquick rexplanations rto rcomprehensive rguides rto rvarious

rcourses. rThere rare rtutorials ravailable rfor ralmost rany rsubject, rso rstudents rmay

rpick rone rthat rworks rfor rthem rand rhelps rthem rimprove rin rareas rwhere rthey're

rweak. r

Another rreason rfor rtheir rappeal ris rthe rcasual rand rinteresting rstyle rof

rsocial rmedia rlessons. rLearning rmay rbe rmade rinteresting rand rmemorable rby

rmany rcreators rthrough rthe ruse rof rhumour, rrelatable rexamples, rand rinteractive

rcomponents. rStudents rmay rfind rthis rvery rdifferent rfrom rthe rdry rand

rintimidating rnature rof rtextbooks rand rlectures. rA rfeeling rof rbelonging ris

ranother rbenefit rof rsocial rnetworking. rLearners rcan rconnect rwith rothers rgoing

rthrough rthe rsame rthings rthey rare rby rleaving rcomments, rasking rquestions, rand
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rsharing rexperiences. rThis rkind rof rengagement rhas rthe rpotential rto rinspire rand

rfacilitate ra rmore rthorough rcomprehension rof rthe rsubject rmatter.

When rit rcomes rto rfinding rtutorials, rsocial rmedia rnetworks rare ra rgreat

rand rflexible rresource rfor rstudents. rThe ropportunity rfor rengagement,

rinteresting rpresenting rtechniques, rand rdiverse rcontent rcan rmake rlearning

rmuch rmore renjoyable. rTo rbe rsure rthey're rusing rcredible rsources rfor rtheir

rschoolwork, rkids rshould rbe rwary rand rwork ron rtheir rcritical rthinking rabilities.

Level rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rCoursework

Most rsocial rnetworking rservices rhave ra rprofile, ra rlist rof rcontacts,

rcomments, rand rprivate rmessaging rthat rare rall ridentical. rAs rBoyd rand rEllison

rpoint rout, rthe rpeople ron rthese rlists rmay rnot ractually rbe rfriends rwith rthe ruser;

rthe rsystem rallows rindividuals rto rassert rrelationships rwith rother rpeople ron rthe

rnetwork. rUsers rhave ra rlist rof rconnections ror rrelationships rwith rother rSNS

rusers, rand rthese rconnections rare rsometimes rcalled r“friends.” rIndividuals rcan

rconnect rwith rfriends rthey rcurrently rhave rin rreal rlife ror rmake rnew rones

rthrough rthe rsites. rIn raddition rto rthese, rthere rare rdozens rof rother rsocial

rnetworking rsites r(SNS), rsome rof rwhich rfocus ron ra rspecific rtheme rwhile

rothers rare rpurely rsocial rin rnature. r
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Even rif rthey rdon't rspeak rup rmuch rin rclass, rstudents rwho rstruggle rto

rengage rwith rtheir rteachers rand rclassmates rcan rfind ra rvoice rand ra rcommunity

ron rsocial rmedia rplatforms rlike rFacebook, rTwitter, rand rYouTube. rGoogle

rApps rfor rEducation rand rsimilar rprogrammes rwill rmake rit rpossible rfor rpupils

rto raccess rhigh-quality reducational rmaterials rwhenever rand rwherever rthey

rneed rthem. rThe radministrative rand rfinancial rburdens rof rsupplying rpupils rwith

rsupplementary rlearning rmaterials rin rconventional rclassrooms rare rsubstantial.

rThe ruse rof rsocial rmedia, rhowever, rhas rthe rpotential rto rimprove reducational

ropportunities. rStudents rwould rspend rmore rtime ron rtheir rhomework rand

rrelated rschool rassignments rif rteachers rencourage rthem rto rtake rpart rin rthe

rmany rlearning ractivities rposted ron rsocial rlearning rplatforms. rIt rcan ralso rbe

rutilized rto rengage ror rre-engage rshy ror rbored rstudents, rwhich ris ruseful rbecause

rmany rstudents rcomplain rabout rbeing rbored rwith rsocial rmedia rsites. r

Instead rof ronly rconsuming rmaterial, rstudents rcan rtake ran ractive rrole rin

rcreating rit rthrough rthe ruse rof rcollaborative rand rparticipatory rplatforms rsuch

ras rwikis, rblogs, rand rGoogle rDocs. rAccording rto rmultiple rstudies, rstudents

rfrequently rpoint rto runinteresting ror rirrelevant rcourse rmaterial ras rthe rmain

rreason rthey rhate rschool. rBut rsome rbored rstudents rblamed rthe rteacher's rlack rof
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rengagement ras rthe rmain rreason rthey rweren't rlearning. rTeachers rreport rthe

rhighest rlevels rof rsatisfaction rwith rinstructional rstrategies rthat rencourage

rstudent rcollaboration rand rgroup rwork. rSocial rmedia rplatforms rcan rbe rutilised

rto rcreate rengaging rand rsocial rlearning ractivities r(such ras rgroup rprojects,

rdebates, rand rconversations) rthat rcan rovercome rclassroom rboredom rand rboost

rbehavioural rengagement. rBecause rof rthis, rkids rwill rbe rable rto rconnect rwith

rpeople routside rof rschool rand rlearn rfrom rone rother. rSocial rmedia rnot ronly

rfacilitates rcommunication ramongst rstudents, rbut rit ralso rallows rthem rto

rcommunicate rwith rtheir rteachers rmore rfrequently, rregardless rof rtheir rphysical

rlocation ror rthe rtime rof rday. rBecause rof rthis, rkids rwill rhave rplenty rof rchances

rto rspeak rup, rshare rtheir rthoughts, rand rreceive rcriticism. rBecause rof rthis,

rstudents rwill rhave rmore rchances rto rform rpositive rrelationships rwith rtheir

reducators. r

It ris rimperative rto rnote rthat rthese rplatforms roffers ra rwide rarray rof

rservices rthat rare ruseful rfor rstudents rin rtheir rcourse rwork. rExamples rof rsuch

rplatforms rused rby rstudents rfor rcourse rwork rare rmentioned rbelow; r

Wikipedia
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Founded rin r1994, rWikipedia renables rusers rto rpost rarticles ror rprofiles rof

rindividuals. rAs ran rexample rof ra rsuccessful rnon-profit ruser-generated rcontent

rinitiative rthat rhas rdrawn ra rlarge rnumber rof rcontributors rand rmillions rof

rregular rreaders, rWikipedia rallows rusers rto rview rand rmodify rinformation,

rfacilitating rknowledge rsharing rand rexchange r(Trevino r2011). rHaving rthe

rability rto rcontribute rand rarrange rknowledge ronline rmakes rthe rweb rpotentially

rempowering rfor rboth rindividuals rand rcommunities.

Facebook

In rterms rof rpopularity, rFacebook ris rthe rmost rwidely raccepted rand

rwidely rused rsocial rnetworking rplatform ronline. rOver rone rbillion rpeople rfrom

rall rover rthe rworld rhave ralready rsigned rup rfor rthe rplatform’s rfree rservices rat

rthis rpoint. rIndividuals rare rable rto rcreate ran ronline rprofile, radd rfriends, rand

rinteract rwith reach rother rby rpublishing rcomments rand rphotographs rto rtheir

rpages rin rorder rto rsee rwhat rtheir rfriends rare rup rto ron rFacebook r(Boyd rand

rEllison, r2009). rMembers rof rFacebook rcan ralso rjoin rvirtual rgroups rbased ron

rshared rinterests, rcheck rwhat rclasses rthey rhave rin rcommon, rsend roffline rand

ronline rinstant rmessages, rand rlearn rabout reach rother’s rinterests. rWith rthis
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rnetwork’s rinterface, rstudents rcan rshare rideas raround rimportant racademic

rissues, renhancing reducational rconnectedness rand rsustaining racademic

rdiscourses r(Mukhongo, r2014).

Blogs

In ra rblog, rusers rcan rpublish rmessages rthat rare rsaved rchronologically,

rand rother rusers rcan rcomment ron rthese rmessages. rIt ris ran ronline rdiary rthat rhas

ra rpublic rcharacter rand rthus rbreaks rdown rthe rbarrier rbetween rprivate rand

rpublic rinformation. rIn raddition rto rtheir rsignificance rin rthe r2005 rFrench

rreferendum ron rEurope’s rconstitution rand rthe rIraq rWar rprotests r(war rblogs),

rblogs rhave ralso rhad ra rpolitical rrole rduring rthe r2004 rand r2008 rpresidential

relections rin rIran rand rthe rUnited rStates, rwhere rthey rcommunicated rpolitical

rdissent. rThe rinternet ritself rcan rbe rtransformed rby rthese ractivities, rleading rto

rphenomena rlike rpolitical rblogs rthat rcreate ra r“dynamic rnew rarena rof rpolitics

rand rculture” r(Kahn rand rKellner, r2004). r rWeb rlogs, ror r"blogs," rare ra rtype rof

rwebsite rwhere rusers rcan rwrite rpersonal rreflections rand rshare rtheir rexpertise

rwith rothers. r

Having rgrown rup rwith rthe rinternet, rtoday's rstudents rare rat rease rutilizing

rvarious rforms rof rsocial rmedia rfor rboth rpersonal rand racademic rpurposes. rThis
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rcomfort rlevel, rhowever, rfollows rthem rthroughout rtheir racademic rpursuits.

rThere rare ran runexpectedly rlarge rnumber rof racademic radvantages rto rusing

rsocial rmedia rplatforms. rPromoting rteamwork ris ra rmajor rperk. rStudents rcan

rremotely rcollaborate ron rprojects, rshare rmaterials, rand rdiscuss rideas rin rclosed

rgroups ron rsites rlike rFacebook ror rstudy rchannels ron rDiscord. rWhen rworking

ron rgroup rprojects ror rtaking rclasses ronline, rthis rcan rbe rreally rhelpful. r

Another ruseful ruse rfor rsocial rmedia ris ras ra rresearch rtool. rStudents rcan

rstay rinformed rabout rwhat's rhappening rin rtheir rsubject rand rwhat rother

rresearchers rare rfinding rby rusing rTwitter rfeeds rand rhashtags. rReddit rand

rsimilar reducational rcommunities rand rforums roffer ra rwealth rof rinformation

rand rviewpoints ron ra rwide rrange rof rtopics. rAdditionally, rstudents rcan ruse

rsocial rmedia rto rnetwork rwith rworking rprofessionals rand rspecialists rin rtheir

rfield. rStudents rare rable rto rask rquestions rand robtain ra rbetter rgrasp rof rcourse

rmaterial rthanks rto rthe ractive rsocial rmedia rpresences rof rmany racademics rand

rteachers.

Although rsome rsocial rmedia ruse rmay rbe rhelpful rfor rschoolwork, rit's

rvital rto rkeep rthis rin rmind roverall. rStaying rfocused rand rproductive rmight rbe

rmade rmore rdifficult rby rthe rcontinual rbarrage rof rupdates rand rnotifications.
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rInformation rshared ron rsocial rnetworking rplatforms ris rnot ralways rreliable ror

raccurate. rImproving rone's rability rto rthink rcritically ris rcrucial rfor rnavigating

rthe rinternet rand rdistinguishing rbetween rtrustworthy rand runtrustworthy rsites. r

rSummary rof rLiterature rReviewed

The robjective rof rthis rchapter rwas rto rexamine rthe ruse rof rsocial rmedia rby

runiversity rstudents rfor rassignments, racademic ractivities, rcoursework, rand

rtutorials. rAn rextensive rexamination rof rliterature rhas rdemonstrated rthat ronline

rsocial rmedia reffectively rimproves rcommunication rand rengagement ramong

rstudents, ras rwell ras rbetween rteachers rand rstudents. rSocial rmedia ris ra rvery

refficient rplatform rfor rfostering rstudent rengagement, rfacilitating rthe rsharing rof

rideas, rand renabling rthe rexpression rof rviewpoints rin ra rmore rcomfortable

rmanner. rNevertheless, rit ris rcrucial rto rbear rin rmind rthat rnot rall rthe rattractive

raspects rof rsocial rmedia rtranslate rinto rvaluable racademic rcontent. rThe

raccessibility rcan ralso rresult rin ran rabundance rof rinformation rthat rmay rbe rof

runcertain raccuracy. rIt ris ressential rfor rstudents rto rcultivate rtheir rcritical

rthinking rabilities rin rorder rto rassess rthe rtrustworthiness rof rthe rinformation rthey

rreceive. rPrior rto rdepending ron rsocial rmedia rtutorials rfor racademic rwork, rit ris
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rcrucial rto rverify rinformation rfrom rreliable rsources rand rseek rout rcreators rwith

rappropriate rskills. r

Social rmedia rplatforms rprovide ra rgreat rand rflexible rresource rfor

rstudents rlooking rto renhance rtheir rstudy. rThe rdiverse rrange rof rcontent,

rcaptivating rpresentation rstyles, rand ropportunity rfor rinvolvement rcan rgreatly

renhance rthe rlearning rexperience. rNevertheless, rby radopting ra rdiscerning

rapproach rand rprioritizing rtrustworthy rreferences, rstudents rcan rharness rthe

rpotential rof rsocial rmedia rto ractively rengage rin rtheir rown rlearning.
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CHAPTER rTHREE

RESEARCH rMETHODOLOGY

r rThis rchapter rpresents rthe rmethodology rto rbe rused rin rcarrying rout rthe rstudy

runder r rthe rfollowing rsub-headings:- r r

 Research rDesign r

 Population rof rthe rStudy

 Sample rand rSampling rTechniques r

 Research rInstrument r

 Validation rof rInstrument r

 Reliability rof rInstrument r

 Method rof rData rCollection r

 Method rof rData rAnalysis r

Research rDesign

The rresearch rdesign rconsidered rmost rsuitable rfor rthis rresearch rwas rthe

rdescriptive rsurvey rresearch rdesign. rThe rdescriptive rsurvey ris ra rdesign rthat

rcollects rdata ron ra rgiven rpopulation. rThe rdesign ris rsuitable rfor rstudy rbecause rit

rhelps rto rassess r r rthe rlevel rof reconomic r reducation rStudents rutilization rof rsocial

rMedia r rfor racademics r. r r
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Population rof rthe rStudy

The rpopulation rof rthis rstudy rcomprised rof rthe r270 rEconomics

rEducation rstudent rfrom r100- r400 rlevel r2022/2023 rsession rin rthe rDepartment

rof rEducational rManagement r rFaculty rof rEducation r rUniversity r rof rBenin

Sample rand rSampling rTechnique

The rsample rsize rcomprised rof r100 rstudents, rwhich rwill rbe rrandomly rselected

rfrom r270 rstudents. rWith rthe raid rof rthe rsimple rproportionate rsampling

rtechnique, r25 rstudents reach rfrom r100 r- r400 rlevel rproportionately rselected

rthus rmaking ra rtotal rsample rsize rof r100 rrespondents.

Research rInstrument

The rinstrument rthat rwas rused rfor rthe rdata rcollection ris ra rstructured

rquestionnaire rtitled rlevel rof reducation reconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof

rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rQuestionnaire r(LEESUSMAQ)". rThe

rquestionnaire rwas rdivided rinto rtwo rsections, rA rand rB. rSection rA rfocuses ron

rthe rdemographic ror rpersonal rdata rof rthe rrespondent rwhile rsection rB rcontains

rinformation rwhich rbothers ron rthe rproblem rof rthis rresearch.
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Validity rof rthe rinstrument

The rconstructed rquestionnaire rwas rvalidated rby rthe rproject rsupervisor rto

rconfirm rfor rcontent rvalidity. rSuggestions rmade rby rthe rsupervisor rwas

rincorporated rinto rthe rfinal rdraft rof rthe rwork rbefore radministration.

Reliability rof rthe rInstrument

The rtest rre-test rmethod rwas rused rto rdetermine rthe rreliability rof rthe

rinstrument. rThe rquestionnaire rwas radministered rto ra rgroup rof r20 rrespondents

rwhich rdid rnot rconstitute rpart rof rthe rstudy. rThe rinstruments rwere rgiven rto rthe

rstudents rto rfill rand rthe rdata robtained rwere ranalyzed rusing rPearson’s rProduct

rMoment rCorrelation rCoefficient. rA rreliability rcoefficient rof r0.81 rwas

robtained, rindicating rthat rthe rinstrument ris rreliable rfor rthe rstudy.

Method rof rData rCollection

The rresearcher rpersonally radministered rthe rinstrument rto rthe

rrespondents rand ralso rwaited rto rcollect rthe rinstrument ron rthe rspot rto rensure ra

rhigh rreturn rrate.

Method rof rData rAnalysis r

In ranalyzing rthe rdata rthe rresearcher rwill rmake ruse rof rmean rscore rand

rstandard rdeviation rto rcompute rthe rfindings rfrom rthe rresearch. rThe rfour
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rresearch rquestions rfor rthe r rstudy rwill rbe ranalyzed rusing r rmean rscore rand

rstandard rdeviation.



: r

100

CHAPTER rFOUR

PRESENTATION rOF rRESULTS rAND rDISCUSSION rOF rFINDINGS

This rchapter rentails rthe rpresentation rof rresults rand rdiscussion rof rfindings.

rFour rresearch rquestions rwere rraised rand ranswered rin rthe rstudy. r

Research rQuestion r1: rWhat ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin? r

Table r1: rMean ranalysis ron rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin r

S/N r Items r N r rx r DECISION

r

1. r Assignment r r 100 r 3.55 r High r r r

2. r Tutorial r r 100 r 3.62 r High r

3. r Course rwork r 100 r 3.54 r High r

r Grand rMean r r 3.57 r High r

r

The ranalysis rof rdata rin rTable r1 rrevealed rthe rresponses rof rthe rrespondents ron

rall ritems rat ra rgrand rmean rof r3.57 rwhich ris rabove rthe rcriterion rmean rof r2.50.

rThe ranalysis rof rdata rin rthe rabove rtable rtherefore rimplies rthat rthere ris rhigh

rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor

racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin. r
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rResearch rQuestion r2: rWhat ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin? r

Table r2: rMean ranalysis ron rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin r

S/N
r

Items r N r X r rx r Decision r

1. r I rfrequently rfind rinformation ror rdata rfor
rEconomics rassignments rusing rsocial rmedia
rplatforms. r

100 r 348 r 3.48 r High r r r

2. r Social rmedia rcollaboration rtools r(e.g., rshared
rdocuments) rare rhelpful rfor rworking ron rEconomics
rassignments rwith rclassmates. r

100 r 362 r 3.62 r High r

3. r Using rsocial rmedia rto rshare rresources rand rideas
rwith rclassmates rhas rimproved rthe rquality rof rmy
rassignments. r

100 r 357 r 3.57 r High r

4. r The rtime rspent rcollaborating ron rassignments rvia
rsocial rmedia ris ra rworthwhile rinvestment rin rmy
rlearning. r

100 r 346 r 3.46 r High r

5. r The ruse rof rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments rhas
rhelped rto rimprove rmy rgrades. r

100 r 366 r 3.66 r High r

6. r Finding rreliable rinformation rfor rEconomics
rcoursework rcan rbe reasier ron rsocial rmedia
rcompared rto rtraditional rlibrary rresources. r

100 r 351 r 3.51 r High r r r

r

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r rGrand rMean r 3.55 r High r

rThe ranalysis rof rdata rin rTable r2 rrevealed rthe rresponses rof rthe rrespondents ron

rall ritems rat ra rgrand rmean rof r3.55 rwhich ris rabove rthe rcriterion rmean rof r2.50.

rThe ranalysis rof rdata rin rthe rabove rtable rtherefore rimplies rthat rthere ris rhigh

rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor

rassignments rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin. r
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rResearch rQuestion r3: rWhat ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ r

utilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rtutorials rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin? r

Table r3: rMean ranalysis ron rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rtutorials rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin r

S/N
r

Items r N r X r rx r DECISION
r

1. r I rfollow rsocial rmedia rchannels r(e.g., rYouTube
rchannels) rthat roffer rEconomics rtutorials ror
rlectures. r

100 r 356 r 3.56
r

High r r r

2. r The rexplanations rand rexamples rprovided rin
rsocial rmedia rtutorials rare rclear rand reasy rto
runderstand. r

100 r 369 r 3.69
r

High r

3. r Social rmedia rtutorials rallow rme rto rlearn rat rmy
rown rpace rand rrevisit rtopics rwhen rneeded. r

100 r 363 r 3.63
r

High r

4. r Compared rto rtraditional rclassroom rlectures,
rsocial rmedia rtutorials roffer ra rmore rengaging
rlearning rexperience rfor rEconomics. r

100 r 358 r 3.58
r

High r

5. r I rutilize rsocial rmedia rtutorials ras ra rregular
rsupplement rto rmy rlearning rin rEconomics
rcourses. r

100 r 354 r 3.54
r

High r

6. r Social rmedia rhelps rme rconnect rwith rclassmates
rfor rdiscussing rEconomics rcourse rmaterial. r

100 r 367 r 3.67
r

High r r r

7. r Participating rin ronline rdiscussions rabout
rEconomics rhelps rme rgain ra rdeeper runderstanding
rof rthe rsubject rmatter. r

100 r 365 r 3.65
r

High r r r

r

r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r rGrand rMean r 3.62
r

High
r

r

The ranalysis rof rdata rin rTable r3 rrevealed rthe rresponses rof rthe rrespondents ron

rall ritems rat ra rgrand rmean rof r3.62 rwhich ris rabove rthe rcriterion rmean rof r2.50.

rThe ranalysis rof rdata rin rthe rabove rtable rtherefore rimplies rthat rthere ris rhigh
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rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor

rtutorials rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin. r

Research rQuestion r4”:What ris rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ r

utilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin? r

Table r4: rMean ranalysis ron rthe rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’
rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin r

S/N r Items r N r X r rx r Decision r

1. r Social rmedia rhas rbeen ran reffective rtool rfor rfinding rrelevant
rarticles ror rresearch rpapers rfor rEconomics rcoursework. r

100 r 344 r 3.44 r High r r r

2. r I ram rconfident rin rthe rcredibility rof rthe rinformation rI rfind ron
rsocial rmedia rfor rmy rEconomics rcoursework. r

100 r 342 r 3.42 r High r

3. r Social rmedia rhelps rme rstay rupdated ron rcurrent reconomic rissues
rrelevant rto rthe rtopics rcovered rin rmy rcoursework. r

100 r 355 r 3.55 r High r

4. r The rinformation rI rfind ron rsocial rmedia rhelps rme rto rdevelop
rstrong rarguments rand rsupporting revidence rfor rmy rEconomics
rcoursework r

100 r 348 r 3.48 r High r

5. r Social rmedia ris ra rvaluable rresource rfor renhancing rmy rlearning
rexperience rin rEconomics rat rthe rUniversity rof rBenin. r

100 r 357 r 3.57 r High r

6. r I ruse rsocial rmedia rgroups ror rpages rrelated rto rmy rEconomics
rstudies ron ra rregular rbasis. r

100 r 364 r 3.64 r High r r r

7. r Social rmedia rhas rbeen ra rvaluable rsource rof rinformation ror
rresources rfor rmy rEconomics rstudies. r

100 r 371 r 3.71 r High r r r

r
r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r rGrand
rMean r

3.54 r High r

r

The ranalysis rof rdata rin rTable r4 rrevealed rthe rresponses rof rthe rrespondents ron

rall ritems rat ra rgrand rmean rof r3.54 rwhich ris rabove rthe rcriterion rmean rof r2.50.
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rThe ranalysis rof rdata rin rthe rabove rtable rtherefore rimplies rthat rthere ris rhigh

rlevel rof rEducation r rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse

rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin.

Discussion rof rFindings r

The rstudy rrevealed rthat rthere ris rhigh rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics

rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin.

rIn rsupport rof rthe rfindings, rMadden r(2013) rfound rout rthat rthere ris rhigh rlevel rof

rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin rtertiary rinstitutions. r

The rstudy rrevealed rthat rthere ris rhigh rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics

rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments rin rthe rUniversity rof

rBenin, rBenin rCity. rIn rsupport rof rthe rfindings, rRaymond rand rAfua r(2016),

rfound rout rthat rsocial rmedia rplatforms rcan rbe rutilized rfor reducational rpurposes

rsuch ras rassignments, rand rother rcourse-related rtasks ras rit rallows rstudents rto

rreceive rfeedback ron rclass rschedules, rclass rlocations, rexchange rinformation

rwith rtheir rpeers, rand rdiscuss rconcerns rrelating rto rtheir rcoursework, ramong

rother rthings. r

The rstudy rshows rthat rthere ris rhigh rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ r



: r

105

utilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rtutorials rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin, rBenin rCity.

rIn rline rwith rthe rfindings, rJones r(2018) rfound rout rthat rsocial rmedia rplatforms

rsuch ras rYouTube, rFacebook, rwikis, rand rblogs roffer ran rextensive rarray rof

rcontent rcovering ra rdiverse rvariety rof rtopics rthrough rwhich rstudents rhave rthe

roption rto rutilize rany rof rthese rresources rfor rtutorials rin ra rbid rto robtain rmore

rexplanations ror rclarifications. r

The rstudy rindicated rthat rthere ris rhigh rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics

rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof

rBenin, rBenin rCity. rThis rfindings ris rin ragreement rwith rKahn r(2014) rwho rin rhis

rstudy rfound rout rthat rthere ris ra rsignificant rhigh rextent rof rstudents’ rutilization

rof rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse rwork rin rtertiary rinstitutions. r
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CHAPTER rFIVE

SUMMARY, rCONCLUSION rAND rRECOMMENDATIONS

Summary r

This rstudy rdealt ron rthe rlevel rof reducation reconomics rstudents’

rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin runiversity rof rBenin, rBenin rCity.

rTo rachieve rthe rpurpose rof rthe rstudy, rthree rresearch rquestions rwere rraised rand

ranswered. rThe rpopulation rof rthis rstudy rcomprised rof rthe r270 rEconomics

rEducation rstudent rfrom r r100- r400 rlevel r2022/2023 rsession rin rthe rDepartment

rof rEducational rManagement rFaculty rof rEducation rUniversity rof rBenin. rThe

rsample rsize rcomprised rof r100 rstudents rwhich rwere rrandomly rselected rfrom

r270 rstudents. rWith rthe raid rof rthe rsimple rproportionate rsampling rtechnique, r25

rstudents reach rfrom r100 r-400 rlevel rproportionately rselected rthus rmaking ra

rtotal rsample rsize rof r100 rrespondents. rThe rdescriptive rsurvey rresearch rdesign

rwas radopted rfor rthe rstudy. rAn ranalysis rof rdata rwas rdone rusing rmean rscore.

rCriterions rmean rscore rof r2.50 rwas rused ras rselection rcriterion. r

Findings rfrom rthe rstudy rinclude: r

 That rthere ris rhigh rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof

rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin, rBenin rCity. r
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 That rthere ris rhigh rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof

rsocial rmedia rfor rtutorials rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin, rBenin rCity. r

 That rthere ris rhigh rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof

rsocial rmedia rfor rcourse rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin, rBenin rCity. r r

Conclusion r

The rstudy rdealt ron rlevel rof reducation reconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof

rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin runiversity rof rBenin, rBenin rCity. rBased ron rthe

rfindings rof rthe rstudy, rthe rresearcher rconcluded rthat rthere ris rhigh rlevel rof

reducation reconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin

runiversity rof rBenin, rBenin rCity. rIt rwas ralso rconcluded rthat rthere ris rhigh rlevel

rof rEducation rEconomics rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments,

rtutorials rand rcourse rwork rin rthe rUniversity rof rBenin, rBenin rCity. r

Recommendations r

Based ron rthe rfindings rand rconclusion rdrawn, rthe rfollowing rrecommendations

rwere rput rforward: r

1. Education rEconomics rstudents rshould rbe rencouraged rto reffectively

rutilized rsocial rmedia rplatforms rfor rdoing rtheir rassignment. r
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2. The rUniversity rof rBenin rschool rmanagement rshould rput rpolicies rin

rplace rwhich rwill rhelp rsustain rthe rhigh rlevel rof rEducation rEconomics

rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rtutorials. r

3. Education rEconomics rstudents rshould rbe rcontinually rencouraged rto

rcontinually ruse rsocial rmedia rplatform rto rundertake rtheir rcourse rwork. r

Suggestions rfor rFurther rStudies r

The rstudy rdealt ron rthe ranalysis rof rthe rlevel rof reducation reconomics

rstudents’ rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics ronly rin runiversity rof rBenin,

rBenin rCity. rSimilar rresearch rshould rbe rcarried rout racross rother rtertiary

rinstitutions rin rNigeria rfor ra rbetter rgeneralization rof rthe rstudy. r
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LEVEL rOF rEDUCATION rECONOMICS rSTUDENTS rUTILIZATION
rOF rSOCIAL rMEDIA rFOR rACADEMICS rQUESTIONNAIRE

r(LEESUSMAQ)

Dear rRespondents,

I ram ra rfinal ryear rstudent rof rthe rabove rdepartment. rI ram rwriting ra rresearch

rwork ron rthe rtopic r“An rAssessment rof rthe rlevel rof reducation reconomics

rstudents rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor racademics rin rthe rUniversity rof

rBenin, rBenin rcity” rThe rresearch ris rpurely rfor racademic rpurposes, rany

rinformation rreceived rfrom ryou rwill rbe rtreated rwith rutmost rconfidentiality. rI

rwould rappreciate rif ryou rcan rhelp rby rfilling rthis rquestionnaire raccurately rwith

rsincerity.

Thank rYou rfor ryour rCooperation.
Section rA: rDemographic rData

1. rGender: r Male r( r r r) Female r( r r r r)

2. rLevel rof rStudy: 100 rLevel r( r r) r200 rLevel r( r r) r r300 rLevel r( r r) r400 rLevel r( r r) r

Section rB: rData ron rQuestionnaire
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Instruction: r rPlease rindicate rthe rextent rto rwhich ryou ragree ror rdisagree.

rStrongly rAgree r(SA), rAgree r(A), rDisagree r(D), rStrongly rDisagree r(SD)

S/N ITEMS SA A D SD

A Level rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor

rAssignments

1 I rfrequently rfind rinformation ror rdata rfor rEconomics

rassignments rusing rsocial rmedia rplatforms.

2. Social rmedia rcollaboration rtools r(e.g., rshared

rdocuments) rare rhelpful rfor rworking ron rEconomics

rassignments rwith rclassmates.

3 Using rsocial rmedia rto rshare rresources rand rideas rwith

rclassmates rhas rimproved rthe rquality rof rmy

rassignments.

4 The rtime rspent rcollaborating ron rassignments rvia

rsocial rmedia ris ra rworthwhile rinvestment rin rmy

rlearning.

5. The ruse rof rsocial rmedia rfor rassignments rhas rhelped

rto rimprove rmy rgrades.

6 Finding rreliable rinformation rfor rEconomics

rcoursework rcan rbe reasier ron rsocial rmedia rcompared

rto rtraditional rlibrary rresources.

B Level rof rUtilization rof rSocial rMedia rfor rTutorials
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7 I rfollow rsocial rmedia rchannels r(e.g., rYouTube

rchannels) rthat roffer rEconomics rtutorials ror rlectures.

8. The rexplanations rand rexamples rprovided rin rsocial

rmedia rtutorials rare rclear rand reasy rto runderstand.

9 Social rmedia rtutorials rallow rme rto rlearn rat rmy rown

rpace rand rrevisit rtopics rwhen rneeded.

10. Compared rto rtraditional rclassroom rlectures, rsocial

rmedia rtutorials roffer ra rmore rengaging rlearning

rexperience rfor rEconomics.

11. I rutilize rsocial rmedia rtutorials ras ra rregular

rsupplement rto rmy rlearning rin rEconomics rcourses.

12 Social rmedia rhelps rme rconnect rwith rclassmates rfor

rdiscussing rEconomics rcourse rmaterial.

13 Participating rin ronline rdiscussions rabout rEconomics

rhelps rme rgain ra rdeeper runderstanding rof rthe rsubject

rmatter.

C Level rof rutilization rof rsocial rmedia rfor rCourse

rWorks

14 Social rmedia rhas rbeen ran reffective rtool rfor rfinding

rrelevant rarticles ror rresearch rpapers rfor rEconomics

rcoursework.

15 I ram rconfident rin rthe rcredibility rof rthe rinformation rI

rfind ron rsocial rmedia rfor rmy rEconomics rcoursework.
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16 Social rmedia rhelps rme rstay rupdated ron rcurrent

reconomic rissues rrelevant rto rthe rtopics rcovered rin rmy

rcoursework.

17. The rinformation rI rfind ron rsocial rmedia rhelps rme rto

rdevelop rstrong rarguments rand rsupporting revidence

rfor rmy rEconomics rcoursework

18 Social rmedia ris ra rvaluable rresource rfor renhancing

rmy rlearning rexperience rin rEconomics rat rthe

rUniversity rof rBenin.

19 I ruse rsocial rmedia rgroups ror rpages rrelated rto rmy

rEconomics rstudies ron ra rregular rbasis.

20 Social rmedia rhas rbeen ra rvaluable rsource rof

rinformation ror rresources rfor rmy rEconomics rstudies.
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